
KFXK-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT
1st QUARTER 2017

KFXK-TV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 
treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 1st quarter of 
2017:

Economy
Education
Public Safety
Local Government & Politics
Health
Crime/Law Enforcement

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified 
community issues: 

Local:
Program Day Time
FOX 51 Today Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00am
FOX News East Texas Monday-Friday 9:00-10:00pm

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of 
news, weather, sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.  

National:
Program Day Time
FOX News Sunday Sunday 9:00-10:00am
Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace is a weekly news and interview show focusing on the 
hot-button political topics of the week.

Syndicated:
Program Day Time
U.S Farm Report                           Saturday                             5:00-6:00am
The U.S. Farm Report is a weekly syndicated United States television news program 
presented in magazine format, which has a focus on agriculture and agribusiness. Common 
topics covered include market forecasts for various agricultural commodities, weather, 
agricultural business profiles, and environmental conservation.



Economy – examples are: 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/4/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50 
Description: Some local retailers are worried about the increase of online shopping hurting 
their business. The CEO of the Tyler Chamber of Commerce explained why Tyler and Smith 
County have seen a drop in sales tax over the last year. Mostly it’s due to oil rigs shutting 
down and jobs being cut, and another reason could be from missing sales tax revenue from 
online shoppers. Those tax dollars go towards things like repairing roads and helping Tyler’s 
school system. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/5/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: An update following our interview with the CEO of Tyler Chamber of Commerce 
about the decrease in local sales tax revenue. He says due to a soft regional energy industry 
and internet sales, the city of Tyler says their general fund is down 3.6% compared to last 
year. The Chief Financial Officer agreed that more than 50% of the city sales tax revenue 
comes from the retail sector. He says because of the drop, services are suffering. This is a 
trend the city didn’t seem to account for. They do have a plan for the worst and they will 
adjust when needed. He says Departments where positions are frozen include parks and 
recreation, finance, traffic and the library. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/10/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Small businesses are experiencing a boost in sales after the Presidential 
election. In December, The National Federation of Independent Businesses’ Index jumped 
to the highest mark since 2004. Big stores like Macy’s are closing, but small businesses are 
experiencing success like never before. Optimism among small businesses in America 
soared in December by the most since 1980. Store owners in Tyler say shoppers are most 
likely feeling confident about the prospects of the economy, leading them to shop more.   

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/11/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:40
Description: More reactions from local businesses seeing an increased optimism following 
the election results. Bloomberg Reports that optimism among small businesses in America 
soared in December by the most since 1980. Pam Gabriel from Sweet Gourmet says that 
since the day after the election we noticed a significant mood rise in everyone, something 
noticed by other businesses in Tyler. Jemilynn McKee, owner of Haute Totz tells us that one 
way or another when the election is final it gives people a sense of relief, like okay I know 
what’s to come and I know what’s coming in our future. She feels like people spend a little 
more generously, causing stores like haute Totz to expand its size and offerings. Caitlynn 
Brackeen, owner of Alex & Afton, tells us that their business is expanding. They have seen 
an influx of people coming for that personal experience that they don’t get shopping online 
or from a big box store. They all say they are predicting success through 2017 if the economy 
and optimism continue to improve. 



Economy – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/17/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:35
Description: A couple of local duck hunters have turned their passion into a small business. 
Flying Aces Duck Calls are hand-turned by two East Texas men in a small shop in Tyler. 
While anybody can buy a simple plastic duck call, Shannon Smith of Flying Aces says they 
have been at this jig for 4-5 years. They are avid duck hunters, passionate about the 
challenges it brings. Just a couple of guys, who love what they do, helping others find the 
flock. You can find Flying Aces Duck Calls at Back Down South in Lindale and Creekside 
Sports in Chandler. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/2/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: The owners of Tyler restaurant, Villa Montez are expanding their business. 
They’re opening a new restaurant off of Old Jacksonville Highway in just a few weeks. The 
brothers opened Villa Montez ten years ago. As south Tyler expanded they found the spot 
for their next venture: 18-36 Texas Kitchen. The restaurant features rustic architecture and 
a bar that opens to the outdoors. They’ll offer everything from chicken fried steak to 
enchiladas to buttery biscuits. The restaurant will also offer private dining for business 
dinners and special events. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/13/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:15
Description: In November, Petroleum Group OPEC reached an agreement to cut over-
production with 14 countries. Meaning, the price of oil would rise. Since the OPEC 
agreement in November 2016, a report published by CNN says the price for oil is more than 
$50 dollars per barrel. This time last year the cost was $26 dollars a barrel. What does the 
higher price mean for East Texas?  Bob Garrett, the President of Fair Oil says it’s probably 
a good thing to wait and see how stable prices are at this level. Tom Mullins, with the Tyler 
Chamber of Commerce says the economy was severely impacted after oil prices dropped 
in the 80s. But now it’s different, thanks to the growing medical field and other industries. 
Garrett says Natural Gas production is relevant to East Texas. Horizontal fracking means 
more ability to produce natural gas. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/14/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 5:00
Description: In Lufkin, one man decided his hometown needed a bit of revamping. For many 
years people travelled to or through Lufkin without much reason to stop. The downtown 
areas was like many Texas towns, decay instead of growth was the pattern. But that all 
changed when one local man made up his mind that things would be different.  Mark Hicks, 
a downtown real estate agent, saw opportunity that he’d seen in other communities, where 
they had taken old buildings and converted them into other things, so he started thinking 
about ways to revitalize the buildings. It all started after he bought one building. He really 
enjoyed the process and developed a passion for renovation and revitalization. The first 
purchase was over a decade ago. Now he owns more than 25 buildings in the downtown 
area. Many folks who grew up in Lufkin find themselves returning to their youth when they 
see downtown. Downtown now serves as an attraction to visitors as well as a place to shop 
and eat and it has been a boon to the local economy. 



Economy – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/17/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:20
Description: The Henderson Marketplace has announced it is shutting down. While the 
reasons behind this are unknown, it follows the path of other locally owned stores having to 
close down. Acting as a one-stop-shop the stories provide a local comfort to those who stop 
by. For 14 years Stephen Skinners, cornered the market in Lakeport has been the only 
produce market for miles. The addition of a Walmart nearby created more competition. For 
Skinners, they’ve turned to social media to help their business stay alive. They say it’s a 
challenge they have to face often when new businesses open in the area. Skinner’s says 
unlike the big box chains, local stores seek out products made or grown in East Texas. Like 
fresh produce and whatever else they can find. Stephen says his store and many others will 
continue the fight to serve against East Texas. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/1/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:40
Description: The Lake Palestine Resort has brought in new changes just in time for the 
spring and summer fishing seasons. Larry Paxton from the resort says that they have built 
a new boardwalk, 21 boat slips, and the fishing pier. On the other side, we’ve totally enclosed 
our swimming area. The manager says it’s always been a hot spot for docking and fishing, 
now they’ve just made the process earlier. Most of the fishing tournaments at Lake Palestine 
are held there, which is why they wanted to build a new weigh station. The renovations don’t 
stop there. In April, they’re going to bring sand to cover the whole area to make the swimming 
spot into a beach.

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/14/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:40
Description: Gordman’s stores filed for bankruptcy with plans to liquidate, including the store 
in Tyler. Gordman’s listed a total debt of $131 million dollars in Chapter 11 papers filed 
yesterday. They are partly blaming competition with online companies for their financial 
troubles. For now, Gordman’s will operate as normal, trying to survive in an ever-changing 
retail landscape. Gordman’s Chief financial officer said in court papers as their profit 
dwindled, vendors began to refuse to ship new inventory. One of the managers said they 
are hoping someone decides to buy them out to keep the company alive. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/15/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Downtown Jefferson how has its first coffee shop, plus a new historic hotel. This 
is all thanks for the recent renovation and re-opening of the historic Kahn Saloon. Owner 
Eric Carter and General Manager Diane Baker have opened the doors of the historic former 
saloon in downtown Jefferson. The newly renovated 5,000 sq. ft. building contains a Java 
Dave’s Coffee Shop, and restaurant on the first floor. In addition, there’s four newly 
constructed hotel rooms on the second floor, along with an owner’s suite.   



Economy – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/20/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:00
Description: Sanderson Farms has announced plans to build new facilities in Smith and 
Wood County. The poultry company is expected to bring more than 1500 jobs to East Texas. 
A news conference was held today about the deal. Officials from the city of Tyler, Lindale, 
and Mineola all gathered inside the Smith County Commissioners Court to talk about 
Sanderson Farms. The company will invest around $200 million dollars for a feed mill, 
processing plant, and hatchery. In addition to the almost 1700 jobs it will provide, the facilities 
will also require 80 contract growers. Tom Mullins, from the Tyler Economic Development 
Council, says the company values the workforce and communities they are in. Sanderson 
Farms says they will be able to process more than 300 million pounds of dressed poultry 
meat annually. The company will begin building this summer. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/27/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: City and County leaders of Nacogdoches will meet Tuesday night to decide on 
a priorities list regarding Interstate 69. While the city has a list, they are only going to focus 
on one priority: the intersection of Loop 224 and South Street. They say the Interstate is 
being built differently than other interstate highways in that it is being built in segments. The 
Nacogdoches City Manager says FOX51 that as long as they have funding, it is important 
to keep projects queued up. He explained that the order in which this construction project 
will go. He added that a better flow of traffic will benefit local economies in a variety of ways. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/27/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: The first ride-sharing service in Longview is in the works to launch soon. 
According to city officials, Lyft has received a permit to operate within the city limits. 
However, at this time, the company has yet to register any of its vehicles within the city. 
According to the company’s website, as of last week, they opened service to Longview and 
Tyler, but in order to operate within the city limits of Longview. Lyft will have to register its 
vehicles and drivers in the city. He says the city expects Lyft to have operating vehicles 
within the city in the next few months. 



Education – examples are: 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/5/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: UT Tyler now has a new President. Dr. Michael Tidwell officially moved into his 
new position today. Tidwell previously was the Dean of the Eastern Michigan University 
College of Business. UT Tyler chose him for his expertise in strategic planning and 
outstanding leadership. Dr. Tidwell says he plans to focus on alumni relations. He says he 
wants them to come back, with their experience and success to engage with the student 
body. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/6/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Last legislative session, a passed house bill changed the Texas Public School 
Accountability system. Starting in 2018, every campus and district will get one of five ratings 
in several categories. Schools can get an A through an F in five domains, including student 
achievement and progress, closing performance gaps and post-secondary readiness. Many 
school districts across Texas have been in strong opposition to this new ratings system. The 
Tyler ISD Superintendent says it’s nothing they can’t handle and that it’s a typical thing when 
you change accountability systems in this way to have a little anxiety. He expects there to 
be an adjustment period to make it as fair as possible. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/9/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:15
Description: The oldest institution in Tyler is celebrating. For 123 years, Texas College has 
been preparing students for the future and growing every year. The President of the school 
says they had a 13% enrollment increase this year, suggesting that other students outside 
the area are becoming interested in their programs. The programs are based on a Liberal 
Arts Education and Faith, which is at the heart of their mission. He says students are 
responding well to this approach. The school has had major renovations and construction 
projects continue to update the historic buildings. The President says most importantly, the 
emphasis on faith is what sets Texas College apart. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/13/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: The Caldwell Zoo and the Glass Recreation Center in Tyler will be joining 
together for the Little Junior Zoo-Keeper Program. The program will be free and aimed at 
kids aged 2 to five years-old. Children get the chance to interact with live animals and do 
arts and crafts with story time. FOX51 spoke to the Glass Recreation Center about why the 
event is so important for young children. Anna Santana, Glass Recreation Supervisor says 
that it is neat because a lot of kids have phobias or fears about animals. The first Junior Zoo 
Keeper Event will be January 17th at 10am and will be about land animals. If you plan to 
attend, contact the Glass Recreation Center ahead of time. 



Education– examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/18/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:45
Description: Engineering students at UT Tyler are involved on a major project. They’re 
building a joystick for NASA. It will be used to train astronauts before they head into space. 
A group of seniors are partnering with NASA to build a controller-like device that goes inside 
an Orion spacecraft simulator. Professor McGinnis with the engineering department says 
that this project is one of those projects we can talk about that creates enthusiasm, creativity, 
innovation and communication. The engineering students say hands on learning like this is 
the best kind. Students have phone conferences with NASA once a week. The team says 
projects to advance space exploration is something they are proud to be a part of. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/2/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: If you want to go to college but can’t afford it this may help. East Texas 
Communities Foundation is offering nearly 50 scholarships for the fall semesters. They 
range from $300 to $5,000 dollars. Some requirements depend on your major, SAT score, 
or the school you’re applying to. Anyone in East Texas area can apply for them. The deadline 
to apply is March 1st. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/7/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Anyone who attended college can tell you that it isn’t cheap. The average tuition 
per semester can run around $4,000 dollars, if not more. Federal Financial Aid, known as 
FAFSA is available for those who have a low-income. What if your income is too high to 
qualify for FAFSA but college is still financially out of your reach. The simplest answer is 
scholarships. Jim Bell, CEO of Capstone College and Career Advising says that lower 
income students should really look at what universities are offering merit based scholarships. 
Jim recommends that your focus should be on SAT, and ACT scores, making sure you are 
taking rigorous classes, and ensuring your GPA is strong. All of these factor into merit based 
scholarships. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/8/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:40
Description: Volleyball is a key athletics program offered for many schools around the state. 
For one local school district, it hasn’t been available since the late eights but one group 
wants to change that. A petition was started to bring back Volleyball at Winnsboro High 
School. A parent said that in the 80s the school decided to focus on basketball, and while 
parents don’t want to take away from that they understand that there are more opportunities 
these days for kids to play for scholarships and adding volleyball will increase the options. 
The group will meet with the Athletic Director next week to talk about the possibility of adding 
the program. From there it will be presented to the school board



Education – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/9/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Tyler Junior College has seen record enrollment this semester. In addition to 
that news, TJC announced they are also expanding one of their other campuses. They are 
calling it TJC North and it will be located in Lindale in the cannery. It’s an expansion and a 
name change to their current campus, TJC Lindale. Students will have access to general 
education classes, nursing programs, and the new veterinary technician program. The 
Provost and VP of Student Affairs says they are looking at programs that are going to meet 
the needs in the businesses and industries of the region. They will be stand-alone programs 
that will make education more accessible to the northern region of the school’s service area. 
TJC North is set to open March 29th. The college has five locations currently open around 
the East Texas area. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/13/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 55
Description: Students at Athens High School are learning life skills in a construction trades 
course that has become popular on the last few years. Recently, two students brought home 
the gold from a regional competition. One instructor explains this is interesting because the 
average bricklayer in the nation is 50 years old. Adding that there is a 44% skill shortage 
nationwide in all trades. However, here in East Texas there is a lot of work to be done. Some 
students say they hope to use these skills to earn money for college. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/15/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:00
Description: Mineola ISD has called for a bond election in hopes of renovating their schools. 
It’s set to total more than $40 million dollars. Mineola ISD officials are ready for some 
upgrades, including a new high school campus. The Superintendent says the bond has great 
potential and will bring new facilities into their high school. He says the plan was put into 
place to plan for future needs but also addresses current needs. If the bond is approved, the 
average tax payer would pay $35 dollars.  

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/7/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Tyler Junior College is changing some requirements for students living on 
campus. Those wanting to live in a dorm are now required to go through two background 
checks. One between April and June and the other in August, right before move-in. Students 
living in the dorm will also have to maintain a GPA of at least 1.5. Those who fall short will 
not be able to continue living on campus for the spring semester. Diana Karol, says the 
changes will take effect for students applying to this upcoming fall semester. 



Education – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/8/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:30 
Description: SFA Graduate students will have the opportunity to study abroad in Guatemala. 
While there, they will serve with Refuge International, based out of Longview. Students 
enrolled in the internship program are eligible for the trip. Graduate students will be giving 
nutritional care to people living there. Darla Doyer, SFA Dietetic Internship Director told us 
that the students will be able to experience a new culture from what they have experienced 
here. They will also go to hospitals and clinics to help. The SFA Graduate team will also 
have a medical team with them. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/10/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:15
Description: Mineola High School students took part in a Financial Reality Fair this morning. 
It was an interactive event teaching the importance of financial responsibility. Seniors 
learned how to budget money, and experienced how life will be after graduation. The event, 
sponsored by Cooperative Teachers Credit Union, allowed students to pick a career and 
navigate their way around the gym to pay expenses with their salary. After students finished 
their fair, they met with a financial counselor to review how they did. The counselor says the 
students tend to be amazed after finding out what they have to pay for, what things cost, 
and what it takes to be able to buy things like a new phone. A representative from the 
Teachers Credit Union says that having his information and various tips helps students 
prepare before they have to actually get out there and do it. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/13/2017 
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: The Gilmer Civic Center will host the Upshur County High School Art Show. It 
is put together by the Upshur County District Attorney’s Office and Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving in East Texas. It’s all in recognition for National Crime Victim’s Rights Week. 
Students from all over the area are encouraged to draw, paint, or photograph something that 
portrays this year’s theme: Strength, Resilience and Justice. The Art Show will be held April 
4th. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/16/2017
Time: 9:0010:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: if you are a high school or college student and if you have ever wanted to get 
into the medical field, UT Health Northeast is offering a shadow program. Three days each 
week interns will work in the Biomedical Research Lab with doctors and scientists. We’re 
told spots are limited, so it’s best to sign up fast. One doctor says students will get a hands 
on research experience unlike most others. She says the program fee is $250 and is due by 
June 5th. 



Education – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/21/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:30
Description: Letourneau University students now have an opportunity to prepare themselves 
for the medical field. Getting into medical school isn’t easy, but Letourneau hopes to steer 
them in the right direction. Gregory Fredrick, Chair in Biology and Kinesiology with 
Letourneau tells us that most students will complete the first three years of undergraduate 
school, take the MCAT and then wait for the results and then proceed to the application 
process. The students in the early medical school program will be required to complete 
summer internships, take medical course work and they will receive free mentoring along 
the way. One student says the program helped her realize what career path she needed to 
take, while another student told us that after a little less than a year into the program, it has 
given him a better understanding of what it takes to be a Doctor. 



Public Safety – examples are:

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/3/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:15
Description: Four people died after being exposed to a poisonous chemical. The house was 
sprayed with the pesticide Weevil-Cide. Local pest control worker Juan Garza says it’s highly 
dangerous and he would not use it residentially. According to manufacturer UPI, Weevil-
Cide is used to protect against the most destructive pests, such as grain-boring insects, 
moths, weevils, beetles and burrowing rodents. Garza also says it should not have been left 
to activate. He says if you hire a qualified pest control company to spray your home this type 
of tragedy shouldn’t happen. He recommends that you always ensure you are working with 
professionals licensed by the Texas Department of Agriculture. 
 
Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/12/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 2:00
Description: A couple pleaded guilty this week to charges of health Care Fraud. The couple 
owned Elite Lab Services based in Tyler. FOX51 spoke exclusively to the attorney 
representing the women who filed the complaint and brings us the details in her report. Karen 
Malcom is feeling somewhat of a relief after Jerry and Suzanne Dengler pled guilty to 
Medicare fraud. According to documents submitted to the government, the Dengler’s 
received about $8 million dollars over a four year period in excess of what they should have 
received. As a Medicare provider, Elite Lab Services provided services to nursing homes 
throughout East Texas. They submitted mileage that was unreasonable, more than 
someone could drive during a work day. While investigating assets, they also found the 
Dengler’s own a corporation called Denglebucks LLC that was paid for during the period of 
time this fraud was going on. Karen Malcom says that our country should care about patients 
more than our wallets. Approximately 80 employees at Elite Lab Services were affected by 
this case. The Dengler’s face up to 10 years in Federal prison at sentencing.  

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/13/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Longview Police are expanding their Safe Street Task Force. Recently the City 
Council approved the addition of one Longview detective to operate with the FBI office in 
Tyler. This detective along with one working out of Longview will be working closely with the 
FBI to stop several crimes hitting Longview. This includes things such as drug trafficking, 
violent street gangs, and murder. Kristie Brian, the Longview Public Information Officer 
explains that locally, they don’t always have the resources they need and have to reach out. 
However, having a localized program like this, with officers that know the area, is really 
beneficial. This program began more than a year and a half ago. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/18/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: The City of Tyler will pay more than $560,000 in civil penalties after the 
Department of Justice fined the city for EPA violations for allowing untreated sewage to 
overflow from the sanitary sewer system. This stems from a complaint filed against the city 
in 2005.  The complaint says the city allegedly failed to properly operate and maintain the 
sewer system, which caused blockages, defects and power failures. Adding that many of 
the overflows occurred in low income communities. The case is open to a 30 day public 
comment period. 



Public Safety – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/18/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Propane is a great resource used to heat many homes in the countryside. The 
Fire Chief at Lindale Volunteer Fire Department says for the most part, they are safe. 
However, when something goes wrong, it can quickly go from being nothing, to leaving you 
with nothing. Chief Garner says the most reliable way of knowing if there’s a leak, is by using 
your sense of smell. He explains that propane itself is odorless and tasteless, but for the 
safety of the public, an odorant is added. He says the smell is that of rotten eggs. Chief 
Garner also explains that one gallon of liquid propane can emit more than 200 gallons of 
vapor. It’s the vapor that will ignite and cause fires and explosions so please inspect your 
tanks often to be safe. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/1/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:50
Description: East Texans should beware of a new robo-call scam popping up across the 
country. Here’s how it works: Your phone rings, often from a number you don’t recognize, 
but when you pick up you are asked a question, but instead of replying you should hang up 
immediately. The calls intent is to get you to react in the positive to the question, by saying 
yes. They actually record your responses and usually a yes is all they need. The scammers 
will create a script that will make it look like you are interested and they use your own 
responses against you to claim you ordered the products or service. From there, they act as 
a third-party, charging you through your phone bill, or if they are able to get credit card details 
they will charge you there. There were an estimated 30 billion robo-calls last year. The best 
advice is to allow unknown numbers to go to voice mail, and hang up the phone if it sounds 
suspicious or too good to be true. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/7/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:45
Description: More studies show that Americans take more pills than they should. People are 
unintentionally over-dosing themselves with over-the-counter drugs like Tylenol or Nyquil. 
We spoke to a local pharmacist to learn more. A Pharmacist at UT Health Northeast says 
it’s common for Americans to take too many pills when feeling sick. She says you feel bad, 
you take drugs, and if you are still feeling bad, a lot of people will take more. Taking one 
medicine for one symptom, and then another pill for a different symptom can lead to 
problems. Also, self-diagnosing is another concern when it comes to abusing counter 
medicine. Taking too many pills can lead to liver failure and it can put your life at risk. Amy 
McLelland, Pharmacist says that over-the-counter drugs aren’t a bad thing as long as they 
aren’t being abused. She says to be extra careful with Tylenol because it is the number one 
over the counter drug. Many multi-symptom medicines already contain it and the end result 
could lead to liver problems.  

                                                



Public Safety – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/8/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:30
Description: The Texas Department of Family and protective Services is warning parents 
about co-sleeping with their infants. They say that parents think it’s harmless, but it could 
end in tragedy. It’s a popular choice for parents to sleep in the same bed as their infants. 
However, new studies show that the risks seem to outweigh the benefits. Texas is now 
unveiling a campaign to bring awareness to co-sleeping risks. More than 150 babies in 
Texas dies in 2016 while sleeping with an adult. They are at a higher risk of suffocation when 
they are bed with another person. A Pediatrician says a newborn up to 12 months should 
be sleeping in their own crib. 
 
Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/8/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 55
Description: This past week certified handgun instructors from across the state were trained 
to conduct school safety programs. It’s an effort by the Texas Department of Safety to get 
employees prepared in case of emergency. Only 12 instructors from across the state were 
chosen to attend the training for the School Safety Personnel program. One of the instructors 
is Ray Barron, owner of Freedom Defense Training in Lindale. He will be conducting training 
at any local school campuses that are willing to learn. He says in order to become certified, 
employees who conceal carry will go through training under duress, live fire, and scenario 
based situations and written exams.  He says being vigilant before something happens is 
important because many of the shootings that have already occurred, law enforcement 
arrives after the fact.

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/16/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Those who are glad to see the weather gradually warming up around the state, 
aren’t the only ones enjoying the warmer temperatures. Water Moccasins are enjoying it too. 
As the weather gets warmer many Texans head to the water to fish and swim. But Water 
Moccasins and other water snakes are commonly found in shallow water enjoying the sun. 
Experts say we need to be aware of our surroundings. Snakes usually don’t want anything 
to do with people, so they try to hide. A local venom response team should be contacted if 
you find what you believe to be a venomous snake. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/16/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Martinsville ISD, East of Nacogdoches, had a very special visitor who spoke to 
students about the dangers of driving while distracted. Tyson Dever’s life changed forever 
over a decade ago when he was in an accident. A cement truck hit him from behind, sending 
him into another vehicle. Since then he has been in a wheelchair. He calls himself a living 
example of what distracted driving can cause, whether you are the passenger or the driver. 
He wants students to understand that it’s a serious issue and everyone has got to work to 
be the solution. Statistically, teen drivers are twice as likely to be involved in a fatal crash. 



Public Safety – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/6/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:45
Description: Tyler Independent School District employees may have trouble with identity 
theft. One employee at the District fell for the scam on Wednesday when they gave out 
personal information about their employees. A substitute teacher for Tyler ISD said he 
received a concerning email on Wednesday telling him his W-2 form had been released to 
an internet fraud posing as the Superintendent. The school district released a statement 
saying that copies of all 2016 employee W-2 forms were provided before we discovered that 
the request was made from a fraudulent account. Tony Martin, from the Tyler Vault Data 
Center says the district was a victim of a phishing scam. He says the IT department has a 
hard time preventing these type of phishing scams because it comes down to individuals 
that are clicking on bad links. He recommended looking very closely at who the email is 
coming from, and also check the body of the message. If you don’t know for sure don’t click 
any links. Tyler ISD is offering identity protection and a call center to answer employee 
questions. They have also notified law enforcement and the IRS and they have encouraged 
their employees to file their tax return early to be safe. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/10/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: With all the warm weather we’ve had lately, and daylight saving time this 
weekend, now may be a good time to check your smoke alarm. The Gilmer Fire Chief told 
FOX51 that this is the perfect time to check those batteries, while you are busy checking the 
clocks. He says smoke detectors do save lives and property. He adds that, after spending 
several years as a fireman in Longview, he knows of some fatal fires that could have been 
prevented by smoke detectors. If you’re in need of a fire alarm, or need one replaced, local 
fire departments can give you a free one while supplies last. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/14/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: An update about the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality water test in 
Nacogdoches. In September, they said they found high levels of methane in the water. The 
city of Nacogdoches believes these results are flawed. An independent lab tested the water 
and found numbers nearly 80% lower than what the TCEQ found. After months of working 
with the TCEQ they have denied the city’s request to remove the two elevated test results. 
The city says the water in safe to drink and there is no need to boil it or treat it in any way. 



Public Safety – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/14/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: No matter what your plans are for the rest of the week, it’s important to take 
safety precautions. Whether you’re headed to the beach or staying in East Texas, you can 
never be too careful. Tyler Police says it’s important to keep your eyes open and be aware 
of your surroundings, whether you are on vacation or out of school, criminals are still 
watching. Hide your belongings if you have to leave something in your car and make sure 
you lock the doors. If possible, have someone with you while you are out. Keeping a watchful 
eye will not only help you, but others as well. On Sunday, police say a man approached a 
couple before pulling a knife and threatening them at the Village at Cumberland Park. Two 
good Samaritans, saw the incident from their car before approaching the subject. Police 
added, they both had concealed handguns and got the suspect to the ground to wait for 
police. Tyler Police recommend to be observant and get information on a crime to them as 
quickly as possible. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/15/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: March through June is tornado season. Experts say we should be prepared. 
They say, always know where a potential shelter is, whether you have one on your property, 
or where a designated storm shelter building is for your area if available. Also, remember 
what to look and listen for when conditions are favorable. FOX51 Meteorologist Marcus 
Bagwell explains the difference between a weather watch and a warning, and he says that 
knowing this will help you get better prepared. In the case of a warning where you need to 
take shelter, one shelter is the Tyler Public Library. It is a large solid structure with few 
windows. If you can’t get to a nearby shelter in your area, bathrooms and closets are the 
next best thing. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/16/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: As people are celebrating spring break, there is a warning to be cautious of 
Zika. The mosquito linked virus thrives in hotter climates which is why there is an alert tom 
be on the lookout. For the past year the city of Marshall and Harrison County have been 
testing possible cases of Zika. They have tested six cases of Zika, which have all come back 
negative. While there have been no reported cases in Harrison County, officials with the 
health district are asking people to take precautions. Kim Smith, from the Marshall Health 
District says to wear long sleeves and pants when you are going outside when mosquitos 
are active.  Wear mosquito repellent, and keep mosquitos out of your home by using screens 
and air conditioning. Also remove any standing water and keep the pets water bowl fresh. 
The most common symptoms of Zika are fever, rash, joint pains and redness in the eyes. 



Local Government & Politics – examples are: 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/2/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Now on the table, several bills regarding abortion. One of them was filed by 
East Texas Rep. Matt Schaefer. Schaefer’s Bill eliminated an exception which allows 
abortions if the fetus shows signs of severe health issues. It’s backed by Texas Right to Life. 
This year the group will be trying to push five bills to the Governor’s desk.  John Seago with 
the group says he hopes that President-Elect Trump will help hold elected Republicans more 
accountable. Texas Right to Life is also sponsoring another bill, abolishing horrific abortions 
where the baby being aborted is dismembered limb by limb. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/2/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 55
Description: Most East Texas County Judges were able to take an additional $25,000 in 
bonus money for holding court this year. In all, 219 of the 254 Judges took the stipend. This 
cost the State of Texas more than $5 million dollars, and payments were made to over 85% 
of County Judges. Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt explains to us why he passed on the 
bonus for years. He said the bonuses were to help smaller counties make a fair salary, and 
when he came into office back in 2003, he felt there was a fair salary in place. He also says 
after denying the stipend, the money goes back into the State’s General Fund. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/6/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: The city of White Oak has a petition circulating for the sale of beer and wine 
within the city limits. An organization, “Texas Petition Strategies” will be offering a petition 
for off-premise consumption. The petition was previously offered in 2010 but it was voted 
down. The petition organizers are hoping this one will follow the wave of similar votes we’ve 
seen from other counties in East Texas. The city coordinator explains that collecting 
signatures for the petition is about a week long process. After that, the issue will be put on 
the May ballot for the public to vote on. He points out that this petition will only include the 
possibility for the sale of beer and wine. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/6/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:15
Description: Jacksonville ISD held its first public meeting for a proposed $20 million dollar 
bond proposal. The money would be used for the districts career technology plan and 
renovating the Tomato Bowl. The historic facility would cost around $15 million dollars to fix-
up. The district wants to change up the inside design but keep the historic wall. Members of 
the Chamber of Commerce feel improving the Tomato Bowl would help the city of 
Jacksonville. They believe it will bring in big playoff games and revenue that is currently not 
available. They district plans to have more public meetings for the bond. Voting will be on 
May 8th. 



Local Government & Politics – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/9/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 55
Description: Several Legislative Bills are on the agenda, some of which lawmakers say are 
designed to protect the values of East Texans. More than one hundred bills are on the table, 
and several are being watched closely by We the People. Those with the group say 
protecting religious liberties is their main concern. One of the bills includes allowing Pastor’s 
to refuse to participate in same-sex marriage ceremonies, and protecting them and their 
sermons from Government oversight. The group also hit on the newest bathroom bill, saying 
they agreed it should be illegal for a man to enter a female bathroom. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/25/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Earlier this month we told you an organization called Texas petition Strategies 
was petitioning for the sale of beer and wine. All that was needed was 426 signatures to 
allow “Off Premise” consumption alcohol sales in the city to be on the ballot. According to 
the Gregg County Elections Administrator, the petition received more than 550. Now, the 
White Oak Council will be required to call an election when members meet next month. 
Sherry Robert, Assistant Manager says that they always encourage local shopping. If they 
could get their groceries locally and buy their beer and wine beverages locally then they also 
get gas locally. The more you buy locally, the more sales tax is remitted to the city. Roberts 
continued by saying, that when the city receives more sales tax, it can be allocated to other 
needs within the city.

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/2/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: A political advocacy group filed a formal complaint regarding voter data in 
Harrison County. Direct Action Texas says they got several phone calls from people, 
including an elected official, claiming a mail-in ballot harvesting operation was going on. 
Upon further investigation, they found more than 40 election code violations over the last 
year. They have now filed a complaint with the Texas Secretary of State’s Elections Division. 
Voter ballot harvesters prey on the elderly, people who don’t speak English as their primary 
language, disabled people. More often than not the ballot harvester fills out the ballot for the 
voter and most don’t even realize who they actually voted for. The Harrison County Elections 
Administrator confirms that Direct Action Texas requested access to open records. The 
county said they are complying with the investigation. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/2/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 55
Description: Voting centers are coming to Gregg County. By the end of the year, voters will 
no longer have assigned precincts to cast their ballot. Instead they can vote at any voting 
center located throughout the county. In previous elections, the county has received 
permission from the Texas Secretary of State to allow ballots to be cast at any voting site. 
However, that plan will be expanded to Election Day as well. A public hearing is planned for 
Monday, February 13th at the Gregg County Courthouse. 



Local Government & Politics – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/14/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Tyler ISD officials approved an outrageous $198 million dollar bond election on 
Monday night. The bond would go to voters on May 6th. If the bond is voted through, then 
the average taxpayer in the city would contribute about $39 each year for a maximum of 30 
years, well over $1100 per taxpayer. With the enormous proposal, schools would upgrade 
security, build or renovate new learning environments, such as labs and classrooms and 
make parking more efficient. The bond “may” also be used for purchasing equipment, 
technology, and buses. To vote on the bond, you must be registered by April 6th for the May 
6th election. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/22/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: U.S. Congressman Louie Gohmert was in Tyler Tuesday. He attended a 
luncheon for the Tyler Young Professionals Network at a Downtown Tyler restaurant. The 
group holds a monthly luncheon and Rep. Gohmert was the guest speaker. He discussed 
his accomplishments as well as what he is working on and the vision he has for the country. 
We asked him his thoughts on President Trump and revamping Obamacare. Protestors were 
outside asking for Rep. Gohmert to hold a town hall meeting they could disrupt. Though he 
didn’t interact with the protestors, he did issue a statement that you can find on our website.

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/24/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:05
Description: Earlier this week we told you about U.S. Congressman Louie Gohmert being in 
Tyler. He was in town as a guest speaker for a luncheon in East Texas. Outside the event, 
agitators and protestors gathered and they were asking Rep. Gohmert to hold a town hall 
meeting. Rep. Gohmert declined that request in a letter to constituents citing the dangers of 
the town hall environment with paid protestors and agitators there only to make a scene. He 
also cited the tragic shooting of then Congresswomen Gabby Giffords. Rep. Gohmert 
stopped by the station to expand saying that nowadays we have radio, television, 
smartphones, social media that we didn’t have in the past to keep constituents informed and 
Rep. Gohmert engaged with his district. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/10/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Senator Bryan Hughes and the city of Gilmer are teaming up to give people 
who live there a trip to the Texas capitol. They are calling it Gilmer Days. It is a two-day trip 
from March 27th to the 28th. The first day will include dinner with Senator Hughes. Followed 
by an evening tour of the capitol in Austin. The next day you will be able to attend sessions 
for the State House of Representatives and the Senate. Both will be presented by 
Representative Jay Dean and Senator Hughes. 



Local Government & Politics – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/14/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:50
Description: The Smith County Republican Club held their 29th Annual President’s Say 
dinner on Tuesday. The keynote speaker was Ambassador John Bolton, who specializes in 
foreign policy. FOX51 explains why he believes the Trump administration can do to make 
America great again and stronger internationally. Ambassador Bolton told us that we need 
to focus on radical Islamic terrorism, the destruction of ISIS, and he believes the greatest 
threat to the nation itself is self-induces weakness. Ambassador Bolton also shared his 
thoughts on NAFTA and free trade, as well as renegotiating the One China Policy. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/16/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Nacogdoches County Commissioners met Tuesday. They turned down a tax 
reform bill. The bill in question was Senate Bill 2. We’re told it would make some sweeping 
changes in the property tax code. The bill would drop the current roll back rate from eight 
percent to four percent. When the rate is rolled back, counties need to cut services, which 
in turn raises taxes, typically property and school district taxes. Robin Dawley, a County 
Commissioner, told us that it restricts their ability to fund our services and she feels this is 
an overreach. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/16/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: One store owner in Rusk County is looking to have beer and wine on the ballot 
this upcoming November election. The owner of the Twin Oak Country Store requested a 
petition for the off-premise consumption sales for Precinct 1 in Rusk County. Rusk County 
Elections Administration tells FOX51 the biggest struggle the owner faces is getting the word 
out, which is tough coming from a small town just outside of Kilgore City limits. She says he 
has to have a minimum of 780 qualified voters, adding that he can’t rely on spreading the 
word just as his business and may have to try things like knocking on doors, she recounts 
that many others have thought that before, and ran out of time getting signatures they 
needed. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/20/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Angelina County College in Lufkin will be hosting an open forum for the 
community tomorrow evening, discussing campus carry. The law allows people to carry a 
firearm on campus as long as they have a license. It will go into effect on community college 
campuses this August. Recently, Angelina College had a forum for primarily students, but 
now they would like to invite the community. The forum will be a Question and Answer 
format. The Dean of Student Affairs says they would love for people to come out and give 
their input on what kind of policy the school should be developing. He adds that they also 
want to answer the questions that are bound to come up, doing so to the best of their ability, 
according to what Senate Bill 11 says. 



Health – examples are: 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/4/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:00
Description: Lighten Up East Texas has officially kicked off for 2017. It’s a program that 
encourages all East Texans to better themselves through weight loss. From now until the 
end of February, you can register your current weight at various weigh-in locations. If you 
lose more than 5% of your starting weight by the beginning of May, you will be entered into 
grand prizes. However, the CEO of Net Health says this not a biggest loser event. He says 
that people sometimes try to lose a lot of weight quickly, and not in a healthy manner that 
allows them to keep it off. The aim is to have people start the process of losing weight, get 
healthy, and maintain healthy weight loss. You can get your chance to sign up and weigh in 
on Friday at the Broadway Square Mall. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/10/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: An American Cancer Society top Doctor is saying it’s time to rethink 
mammograms. This comes after a new study shows women are being over-diagnosed from 
their scans prompting mixed feelings towards the accuracy of the mammograms. The study 
says one in three cases diagnosed in screened women represent over-diagnosis. Doctors 
still feel it is crucial to get mammograms since it is a good starting point for detecting cancer.

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/23/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: A new study indicates the risk of dying from cervical cancer might be much 
higher than experts thought. Doctors recommend women get a pap smear when they turn 
21, and continue to get the exam every three years. For women older than thirty who have 
never had one, it is recommended that they get tested for HPV as well. Initial studies did not 
represent woman who had cervixes removed, skewing the data. Dr. Shahid, from UT Health 
Northeast, explains that every year about 13,000 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer, 
and out of that number, 4000 will die. There’s also a bigger gap in death rates between 
different races. The death rates being reportedly higher for black women than a white 
women. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/25/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Monday we told you about cervical cancer deaths being much higher than 
experts previously thought. Net Health in Tyler says they are doing their part to help. They 
provide free assistance to women who need to have regularly scheduled cervical exams. 
Medical experts say early detection is key in preventing deaths. The screenings are free for 
those under insured or who don’t have insurance. You must also be a Texas resident and 
be between 18 and 64 years of age. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/7/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:45
Description: Doctors says the typical flu season can last from October through May. But the 
CDC reports this year, there are more widespread outbreaks than usual in some parts of the 
country.  While the weather has been unpredictable, Doctor’s say it isn’t to blame. If you are 
experiencing flu symptoms, please don’t wait to take action.  The first 48 hours are critical. 



Health – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/13/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:25
Description: Christus Mother Frances is set to open their new hospital in South Tyler today. 
The project was announced in 2015. Less than two years later, the 41,000 square foot 
hospital is ready for business. Christus Mother Frances Hospital held their grand opening of 
their south Tyler location Sunday afternoon. With a 24/7 Emergency Room, onsite imaging 
and lab services, five surgical suites and more. The facility is equipped with most things the 
main hospital has. It is also predicted to be much faster and efficient for patients. With over 
75,000 emergency room visits a year, Christus Mother Frances handles more patients than 
any other local hospital. With the growth in south Tyler, they believe this region was the 
perfect location for expansion. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/14/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:00
Description: While your Valentine’s Day might be filled with sweets and hearts but one thing 
that is even more important is your actual heart health. Like anything in our body, things age, 
including your heart valves. Aortic Valve Stenosis is one of the most common valve 
problems, and without treatment, you could die. ETMC in Tyler now offers an easier solution 
than open heart surgery. The Medical Director of Cardiology explains that, now they are able 
to take the valve through a small incision in the groin, at the top of the patient’s leg, and 
deliver it up the artery that way. They say patients that are too sick, or too old for open heart 
surgery can be operated on with this procedure and recovery time is much faster. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/20/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 1:40
Description: We are trying to get the word out about a rare disease involving the nervous 
system that affects more than 100,000 Americans. Amber Herrin’s little boy Sheldon was 
diagnosed with Neurofibromatosis about a year ago. Amber says that Sheldon has a bowed 
tibia, tumors on his face, and a couple of fibromas. Last year they basically lived at the 
hospital, getting tested, lab work, MRI’s, and surgery. The incurable disorder can affect the 
brain, spinal cord, nerves and skin. Half of the people that develop it, inherit from a parent, 
but that’s not the case for Sheldon. His case was spontaneous. The disease can also lead 
to learning disabilities, and behavioral problems. Herrin says that research is needed, 
because no one knows how to prevent it or treat it. We would like to encourage our viewers 
to learn more about Neurofibromatosis and we have posted more info on this disease on 
our website. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/23/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: If you noticed your eyes itching and your nose running, you can probably blame 
it on allergies. The air is full of pollen right now and it affects about one in five people. A 
pollen counter explained the process in identifying different pollens and molds in the air. 
Once every ten minutes, a machine on top of UT Health Northeast collects pollen that is 
counted every day. Dexter Jones, Pollen Counter says that because we have had rain and 
warmer temperatures, the molds are high. Jones says pine, oak, and elm are the top three 
tree pollens found in Wednesday’s sample. An allergist says about 20% of people will have 
allergy symptoms this spring and that allergies are genetic.



Health – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/3/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 
Description: Christus Trinity Mother Frances Ross Breast Cancer Center revealed its new 
state-of-the-art mobile mammography coach during the, A Toast to East Texas event. It was 
all made possible through donations from the TMF Foundation Women’s Board. The event 
took place at the Heart Hospital in Tyler. The manager of the center told us they were 
pleases with the mobile unit. The Ross Breast Center was established in 1997. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/10/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 55
Description: The month of March is known as Colon Cancer Awareness Month. Now, there 
is new grant money for those in the area who cannot afford treatment or preventative 
screening. This is for people without insurance or are underinsured, between the ages of 50 
and 75. With this grant, the cancer screenings, tests and colonoscopies could be the 
difference between life and death. UT Health Northeast says they have screened more than 
2000 people. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/14/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Net Health wants to help you find more healthful food options around town. It’s 
all part of the “Fit Bite Menu Recognition Program.” It’s designed for restaurants to help 
educate people about more healthful options on their menu. This includes lean proteins, 
vegetables, fruits, and drinks. Restaurants who participate will have Fit Bite logos on their 
windows and menu options. The project coordinator explains they want to make sure that 
everyone is as informed and educated as possible. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/20/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 2:00
Description: Local doctors at UT Health Northeast discovered drugs to help treat lung 
scarring after receiving countless emails from people around the world. Researchers at UT 
Health get letters from people who have dealt with lung scarring. While there are drugs out 
there to treat scarring, many patients have stopped using due to side effects. Dr. Idell, and 
Dr. Shetty, and many others have developed their own. Dr. Idell says it will be about a year 
before their new peptide drug reaches clinical trials. Dr. Idell stresses the importance of the 
National Institute of Health, which helps get projects like this off the ground. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/24/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:30
Description: When the seasons change, so does the pollination. In East Texas, that meant 
a brutal week for people with allergies. One Doctor says many people have itchy and watery 
eyes, runny nose and sneezing. The culprit? Tree pollen in excess thanks to the heat. 
Meteorologist Marcus Bagwell explains that, with the temperatures running 15-20 degrees 
above average, the pollen continues to grow. A lack of rainfall doesn’t help. Doctors say 
there are several ways to treat it, such as various nose sprays. Also, with it also being the 
season for spring cleaning, they suggest being mindful while organizing the house. Various 
ways to do that include keeping windows and doors closed as much as possible and being 
aware of what pets may bring inside. 



Crime/Law Enforcement – examples are: 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/3/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 50
Description: A certain crime is on the rise around central and north Texas called jugging. 
The Operations Manager at Cooperative Teachers Credit Union in Tyler says it’s a term for 
getting money. People are specifically targeting banks and ATM customers. He says he 
hasn’t seen it happening in our area, but it is coming. He explains a few simple steps to take 
to prevent becoming a victim. They include keeping your bank bag or envelopes hidden 
while you go to the bank. He advises that you shouldn’t try and hide in the car while you get 
out to do other things. Bullard Police Officer Hill says another big issue right now in our area 
is card skimming, so make sure you’re checking gas pumps for tampered security tags. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/6/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: The Angelina County Sheriff’s Office and Deep east Texas Crime Stoppers 
need help finding someone who stole three firearms last month. According to the crime 
report: The victim was fishing and hunting near Marion’s Ferry Boat Ramp. Later that night, 
he discovered his truck had been broken into. He says the window had been shattered and 
three firearms were missing. If you have any information, please call Deep East Texas Crime 
Stoppers. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/9/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Today is National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day and East Texans made 
sure to show it. Lone Star Church in Tyler held their Donut with a Cop event, followed by a 
public prayer. In Downtown Tyler, a community appreciation event took place. Tyler Mayor 
Martin Heines, and Smith County Judge Nathaniel Moran attended to proclaim the city and 
county-wide gratitude toward law enforcement. Sheriff Larry Smith says this day is 
encouraging to officers. He says he feels it’s so much better for people to come together to 
put into words how much they appreciate what officers do. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 1/9/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:10
Description: The Rusk County Precinct Two country barn was recently burglarized. More 
than $200,000 dollars-worth of property was stolen, according to employees at the country 
barn. Tools, a truck and a trailer with equipment was taken. They believe the crime occurred 
over the weekend. A local mechanic says it is the worst theft he’s seen in the area. Money 
was also stolen from a vending machine, along with food from a freezer. The Rusk County 
Sheriff’s Office is investigating the case, and the staff from the county barn want to figure 
out who did this. Anyone with information on the case is encouraged to contact the Rusk 
County Sheriff’s office. 



Crime/Law Enforcement – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 1/16/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: 20 firearms were seized and multiple people arrested after a massive operation 
targeting drug trafficking in parts of Kilgore and Gilmer. 28 year-old Andrew Hearnsberger 
was arrested last week. He is facing charges of conspiracy to distribute heroin and 
possession of heroin, and aiding and abetting in Kilgore. In Gilmer 24 year-old Emily Maples 
and 27 year-old Johnny Denton were both arrested. They face charges of possession with 
intent to distribute heroin and carrying a firearm during a drug trafficking crime. Along with 
these arrests, authorities also found 20 firearms, and large amounts of ammunition, more 
than $14,000 dollars and large amounts of heroin and marijuana. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/3/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 45
Description: Tyler Police and the Smith County Sheriff’s Office are teaming up to keep East 
Texans warm this winter. They’ve called it Operation Blue Shield Compassion. Their plan is 
to hand out 10,000 heavy-duty blankets to the homeless and shelters in Smith and 
surrounding counties. This is a product of Pastor James Dill from Lindale and Sheriff Larry 
Smith discussing the need. Today, 800 blankets were delivered in Gregg and Upshur 
Counties. They have no plans to slow down. Sheriff Smith says they hope to order another 
10,000. He believes this effort will transfer over to other means of helping in the future, with 
things like pillows and box fans for the summer months. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                        Date: 2/9/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 6:00
Description: Take a drive through Smith County and you will see a common theme with 
Game Rooms popping up left and right. Many of them have been offering illegal gambling, 
and attracting violent crimes. FOX51 investigated the issue in Tyler and Smith County in a 
special report. Assistant Chief Yates, with the Tyler Police Department says that there’s 
probably 50 to 55 game rooms located throughout the city of Tyler. Sheriff Larry Smith 
follows up by saying that there are additional 12-15 in the County. Some game rooms think 
that if they donate a portion of the proceeding to charity they aren’t gambling. Ray King, a 
Game Room owner says that you don’t have to pay to play, but if you continue to play the 
Sweepstakes game, he says that since it’s a charitable sweepstakes, you end up donating 
some of the money. East Texans like David Roddy come to this game room several times a 
week and wins big. When asked if he thinks it’s legal, he said yes. Sheriff Smith says not so 
fast. He says there is a loop hole in their mind they’re working on but just because you write 
a $750 dollar check to March of Dimes, doesn’t make you a Sweepstakes Company. The 
Sheriff says they are pocketing 50 times that as revenue. This particular Game Room is one 
of many in the area drawing crimes and in some cases repeated crimes. Tyler Laundromat, 
Express Lavanderia had three robberies and two aggravated robberies in 2016. During the 
robberies the establishment happened to have a game room inside of it. We looked at the 
crime data in this block and found that in 2016 there were nine thefts, six drug arrests, three 
assaults and two car burglaries. All of this is concerning nearby business owners. Law 
Enforcement is now cracking down on the problem. Tyler Police sent out two warning letters 
asking that businesses remove any illegal gambling machines by January 25th. After the 
letters went out, K Entertainment, Lavanderia, and Game Room Vine all closed.  We are 
also following Senate Bill 106 that would eliminate game room loopholes. 



Crime/Law Enforcement – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/10/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 45
Description: In Lufkin, workers at a day-care are upset after someone damaged their 
property and stole some of their playground equipment. On Monday, owners of Kiddie Land 
Daycare Center smelled gas on the property. It turns out their meter had been run over, so 
they weren’t open that day. On Tuesday, they noticed much of their playground equipment 
had been taken, leaving behind only marks in the grass where they once stood. Mostly large 
equipment was stolen, and it’s estimated to be a loss of around $3,000 dollars. Corlis Hulett, 
Director of the daycare said this wasn’t the first time they’ve had the playground vandalized 
and it’s just a shame for the children. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 2/13/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: The names of two Tyler Junior College football players involved in last 
September’s shooting on campus were released. They are, Lorenzo Hicks, and Anthony 
Mitchell. They have been indicted and arrested on charges of possession of a handgun-
without a license, on a college campus. The two were arrested back on December for their 
involvement in the shooting. As you may remember, on September 12th Tyler Police were 
called to Tyler Junior College after reports of a shooting outside of Sledge Hall, which is the 
dorm for the football team. Security footage shows a group of men getting into a fight outside 
the dorm. A third man, Tyron Shead was arrested in November. Security footage shows the 
19 year-old Shead running to the fight with a gun. At one point he drops the gun, picks it 
back up and fires hitting an A/C unit. He then goes into the dorm hall, drops the gun and 
runs upstairs. Footage then reportedly shows Anthony Mitchell picking up the gun, and 
running upstairs. All three men are still in jail. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 2/13/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:25
Description: A popular way to help people in need is donating money through a Go Fund Me 
account. However, those have also become a popular means of smacking. Crowd funding 
accounts have a simple goal in mind, raise money for a person or group who needs it. 
Whether the money for cancer treatment, or a project, websites like Go Fund Me have been 
successful. The local BBB says that dishonest people like to take advantage of them. This 
dishonesty has an effect on other charitable organizations as well, who say they work hard 
to get their money and use it wisely. When even one organization has a small mark on their 
record, it becomes more difficult for them to operate and people begin to lose their trust. 
People that do take advantage of crowd funding sources will have a huge penalty waiting 
for them. There are both state and federal statutes and the penalty can range from a Class 
C misdemeanor, to more significant penalties depending on how much money was stolen. 
Local law enforcement says interest or mail fraud across state lines is a Federal offense, 
which results in a felony under Federal Laws. 



Crime/Law Enforcement – examples are: (Continued)

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/7/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:05
Description: Local peace officers and federal agents have been teaming up to take down 
multiple marijuana growers in the East Texas area. On Tuesday, 13 warrants were issued 
and three people have been arrested. Since 2015, more than 75,000 marijuana plants have 
been seized from 15 sites. According to the DEA, that’s more than $100 million dollars-worth 
of marijuana. Two of the men arrested are considered fugitives. One was identified as the 
leader of a local drug trafficking organization and was overseeing daily operations. Both are 
wanted for at least 15 grows in the area. The Henderson County Sheriff says this was a 
major operation and it’s going to make East Texas safer. Immigration and customs 
enforcement have also detained several people who were present during the arrests this 
morning. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/8/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:55
Description: According to the Titus County Sheriff’s office. Three people are dead and 
another injured after a shooting yesterday evening. Police say 29 year-old Michael Laplace 
of Mount Pleasant is the man behind the crime spree. We now know he had an accomplice. 
His girlfriend, 20 year-old Cheyenne Bigelow. Michael went to his grandparents’ house on 
County Road 3140 to rob them. Only his grandmother was home so he tied her up and 
waited on his grandfather and when he arrived he attacked and killed him. Then police say 
Michael and Cheyenne went to his cousin, Jerry Burleson’s house on the same road, where 
they tied him up and threatened him. Another cousin showed up and from there a fight 
ensued. Two of the three cousins were killed and Jerry Burleson was taken to the hospital 
and is reportedly in stable condition. 

Program Title: FOX51 Today                                                 Date: 3/13/2017
Time: 7:00-9:00am                                                 Duration: 50
Description: Tyler Police say two good Samaritans helped top a robbery on Sunday. It 
happened in the parking lot outside of F-D’s Grillhouse. Police say that Chad Beoning, 
approached a man and woman before pulling a knife on them. Two men say the incident 
from their car before confronting the suspect. Police say both men had concealed hand guns 
and got Boing to the ground to wait for police. An Off-duty Warden took the suspect into 
custody while they waited for police. The man was charged with aggravated assault. 

Program Title: FOX News East Texas                                          Date: 3/16/2017
Time: 9:00-10:00pm                                                 Duration: 1:15
Description: Several counterfeit bills have been reported in Lufkin. Recently, they have been 
reported at various locations: Dine-In restaurants and convenience stores. Local law 
enforcement says not all of these are intentional and this can make it difficult to make a case 
against actual counterfeiters. Some local store clerks told us that they will normally come in 
as a group as a distraction, and they will make the counterfeit bills look old and worn. Police 
say the best thing to do is call them if you suspect you have a counterfeit bill. 



Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming KFXK-TV 
broadcasts public service announcements related to many issues, including the following:

Public Health: American Heart Association; Go Red for Women campaign. Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society; Coming Home campaign. National Stroke Association; Come Back 
Strong campaign. 

Helping the Needy: Salvation Army; 2017 Don Pinkerton Memorial Charity Golf 
Tournament campaign. East Texas Food Bank; Don’s TV Food Drive campaign. Feeding 
America; Anything for Kids campaign. HungerIs.Org; Viola Davis campaign. 

Children’s Well-Being/Adoptions: Blessings in a Backpack; Sharon Stone campaign. 
Boy’s Town; Safe and Strong Together, and Just a Friend campaigns. National Responsible 
Fatherhood Clearinghouse; Mirror and Laugh campaigns. St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital; 
Family campaign. 

Education: Child Fund; Education is Sweeter campaign. NAMM Foundation; Just Play-
Street Studio campaign. 

Public Safety: Texas Department of Transportation; At This Moment campaign. Fire 
Adapted Communities; Wildfire Preparedness campaign. 

Military/Veterans: Air Force Reserves; Your Adventure Starts Here campaign. Make the 
Connection; It’s About Time campaign. 

Community Service: Texas Association of Counties; One State and Life without Counties 
campaigns. 

Animal Adoptions: Shelter Pet Project; Toys and Sandcastle campaign. 

Employment: Christian Women’s Job Corp; Spring Class Enrollment 2017 campaign. 

Finance: SmartaAboutMoney.org; Smart about Money campaign. 

Values: TakeMeFishing.Org; Fishing license and conservation campaign. Foundation for a 
Better Life; Open Door and Let Them In campaigns. 

Environment: City of Longview; Green and Clean 2017 campaign. Save the Food; Junk 
Food, Reduce Waste campaign.

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day.


