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1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 

Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  
Prison facilities.   

 
2.  Education 

Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 
and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy: 

Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the Great 
Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 

  
4.  Health and Medicine: 

Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability and 
access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections: 

Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 
participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security: 

Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack. Border 
security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 

 
7.   Labor/Workforce: 

Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.   Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 
preparation.   Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.   Retirees. 

 
8.  Race Relations: 

Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 
segregation.   

 
9.  Regional Revitalization:   

Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 
facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics:  

Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 
technologies for cars. 

 
 
 
 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, 9:53pm.  Each report runs one minute.  
Ron Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (see topics 
attached) 
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm, 6:53pm, Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all things 
health including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a healthy 
lifestyle. (see topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9;52am 4:53pm. One 
minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy while 
trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (see topics attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town 
Airs Thursday and Friday 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturday at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm, 3:23pm. Each report runs one minute.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm. Each report runs one minute.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, 
achievements and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and 
administrators.  
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:5:42pm, 9:52pm, 3:22am, Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, 11:53am. Each report runs one minute.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, 6:53 pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  (see topics attached)   
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, 9:53pm. Each report runs one minute.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 

and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
 

 
 



 
News Stories Addressing Community Issues 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
4/1/16 
4:47am 
Pat Vitale 
Missing CMU Student 
Police are searching for a missing 23-year-old Central Michigan University student, saying they 
are concerned for his well-being.  Joshua Palmer -- who's from Livonia -- was last seen in Mt 
Pleasant around 6:30 Wednesday night.  His roommate reported him missing the next morning.  
None of Palmer's friends and family have heard from him. Police say they don't suspect foul 
play. 
 
4/1/16 
5:31am 
Pat Vitale 
DPD Federal Oversight 
The eyes of the Federal government are finally off the Detroit Police Department.  Federal 
oversight of the force officially ended yesterday -- after 13 years.  The feds stepped in and 
appointed a federal monitor because of accusations of excessive force and illegal arrests. 
Officers killed nearly 50 people in five years -- between 1995 and 2000.  Once the new 
regulations and oversight were implemented -- the number dropped to 18 in the five years 
leading up to 2014. 
 
4/5/16 
3:05pm 
Vickie Thomas 
FBI Director Talks Terrorism in Detroit 
The FBI Director was in Detroit today talking about the nation's war on terrorism. James Comey 
says, more and more, terrorists are using social medial as a recruiting tool. Comey said 
whenever there's a terrorist attack overseas, the FBI pays extra attention to terror suspects in 
the US, looking for any signs of copycat attacks. 
 
4/6/16 
8:22am 
Terri Lee 
Hero Firefighter 
A Van Buren Township firefighter has been honored for rescuing a 2-year-old from a December 
fire that killed her 14-year-old uncle.  John Henderson was awarded the Public Safety 
Department's medal of honor for his efforts to save Amariyana Wells.  Henderson was the first 
firefighter to reach the house and, after he found the little girl, drove an ambulance to the 
hospital so two paramedics could tend to Amaryiana's injuries. She had third-degree burns on 
her back, legs and arms. 
 



4/12/16 
10:27am 
Terri Lee 
Detroit Police training Lebanon Security  
The Detroit Police Department and federal authorities are hosting a group of guests from 
Lebanon over the next three days. While in town, members of the Lebanon security team will 
visit Detroit Public Safety Headquarters and the Fourth Precinct, where they will participate in a 
ride along and observe the Neighborhood Police Officer Program in action. Authorities say when 
the officers return to Lebanon, they will have the chance to implement what they’ve learned at a 
community police station in Beirut. 
 
4/22/16 
12:19am 
Tawana Holly  
Humane Society and Detroit safety  
The D-T-E Energy Foundation has given $600-thousand to the Michigan Humane Society for 
animal cruelty investigation work and emergency rescue programs. The funding will help train 
law enforcement and support public safety. Those involved say the work will help improve the 
safety of southeastern Michigan neighborhoods. The Michigan Humane Society's Cruelty and 
Rescue Department responds to about 10-thousand calls each year in Detroit, Hamtramck and 
Highland Park alone. 
 
5/5/16 
5:02am 
Scott Ryan 
Drug Take Back Day 
A big haul of drugs for state police without a single arrest - and that's just how they want it. 
People from across the state were able to get rid of roughly 12-hundred pounds of unwanted 
and unused medications during National Prescription Drug Take Back Day on Saturday. 
 
5/5/16 
5:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Police Career fair 
The Detroit police department is sponsoring a youth career expo today.  It's from nine to two at 
the UAW-Ford National Programs Center on West Jefferson.  Nearly 250 high school students 
will be on hand.  Various city departments will be there to discuss job opportunities, along with 
skilled trades schools and other employment opportunities.  
 
5/7/16 
11:57pm 
Tawana Holly 
Detroit Police Athletic League 
Baseball will be played again at the corner of Michigan and Trumbull. The Detroit Police Athletic 
League has broken ground on a new kid’s field at the old Tiger Stadium site -- where the Tigers 
played ball until 1999. PAL C-E-O Tim Richey says the new Willie Horton Field of Dreams will 
be home to more than just baseball. 
 



5/11/16 
12:09am 
Lauren Barthold 
Stranger Danger  
Dearborn Heights police are on the lookout for a man trying to lure kids into his car. The city's 
school district superintendent John Fazer says a man in a silver Malibu approached two 
students around 3:30 Tuesday afternoon on Croissant Street near Bedford Elementary. He says 
the man told the pair that their parents were in the hospital and they needed to come with him. 
The kids knew better than to go with the man and told their parents, who called the school. The 
district called police, who are investigating.  
 
6/5/16 
7:11pm 
Jason Scott 
College safety helps DPD 
The University of Detroit Mercy wants its campus safety officers to be able to help Detroit police 
officers help patrol neighborhoods around the school.  University President Antoine Garibaldi 
said at the Mackinac Policy Conference that he's been working with Michigan lawmakers on a 
law that would allow campus police to make arrests on property that is not owned or leased by 
the university. The House Bill was passed by the state House in May and has been referred to 
the Senate judiciary committee. 
 
6/7/16 
5:51pm 
Joh Hewett 
Lock up Guns 
Law Enforcement officers from throughout Oakland County gathered in Pontiac in advance of 
the third annual Gun Safety Awareness Day set for this Friday. Sheriff Michael Bouchard says 
the goal this year is to distribute 4-thousand gun locks to county residents for free. The so-called 
"Lock It Up Oakland" campaign is being done in collaboration with National Project Childsafe. 
 
6/14/16 
7:00am 
Scott Ryan 
Flint police lawsuit 
The Michigan Supreme Court is weighing the case of a Flint police officer who says he was 
assigned to a dangerous area after criticizing how tax dollars were spent.  The state appeals 
court found nothing illegal with what happened to Kevin Smith in 2013. But the Supreme Court 
told lawyers to look at whether he's protected under whistleblower laws.  Smith says after his 
police union president job was axed in 2013 he got in trouble when he criticized how Flint spent 
a public safety millage. 
 
6/25/16 
12:32am 
Jon Hewett 
Safety Alerts  
Michigan residents will soon be receiving public safety emergency "alerts" under legislation 
signed into law by Governor Snyder. The goal of the Public Threat Alert System is to provide 
state residents an immediate warning in the event of an imminent public safety threat.  
 



EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
4/1/16 
5:27am 
Pat Vitale  
Chicago Teacher Strike 
Chicago teachers are trying to draw attention to what they say is inadequate funding for 
education and other programs. They've scheduled a one-day strike that will close schools for 
nearly 400,000 students. Chicago Public Schools, which faces a $1.1 billion budget deficit and 
billions more in pension debt -- already has halted raises, ordered teachers to take furlough 
days and imposed other cuts. 
 
4/2/16 
5:56am 
Dave Ramos 
Reading Standards  
More gridlock in Lansing when it comes to education. A bill that would more clearly define 
reading standards for Michigan third-graders is stalled because House and Senate Republicans 
can't come to terms on the issue of flunking students who can't meet reading expectations. 
Third grade is a critical benchmark for literacy, because education experts say it's the time kids 
transition from LEARNING to read, to reading to LEARN. There are sixteen other states with 
laws that hold back kids who can't read at grade-level standards. 
 
4/3/16 
1:50pm 
Jamilah Jackson 
State Parks Open Late 
Several Michigan state parks will be open late this week to help bring awareness to a different 
kind of pollution. Executive Director of the Besser Museum...Christine Witulski...says 
International Dark Sky Week examines the effects of too much artificial light. 20 state parks will 
be open later than usual with special programming geared toward light pollution education. 
 
4/7/16 
2:57pm 
Brian Larsen 
Department of Education Investigation 
The U.S. Department of Education says a local school district is under investigation for possible 
discrimination against transgender students. Bedford Public Schools was placed under 
investigation by the department's Office for Civil Rights in December. The school's 
Superintendent says his district is cooperating with federal officials. 
 
4/10/16 
1:46pm 
Jamilah Jackson 
MI Standard testing  
According to education officials... Michigan students will be spending less time taking the 
Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress, or M-STEP, this spring. Michigan Department 
of Education spokeswoman Jan Ellis says students will spend no more than four to eight hours 
total on the test, down from seven to 16 hours last year. The change came after complaints 
about the new exam taking too long, with reports of students being exhausted and school staff 
being overwhelmed.  
 



4/24/16 
6:54am 
Ron Dewey 
Community College new curriculum 
It's a good news-bad news situation for Michigan's largest community college. Enrollment at 
Oakland Community College has dipped to 1999 levels after drawing a large influx of students 
learning new careers with the Great Recession. With an improving labor picture, not as many 
people are going back to school.  With that, OCC Chancellor Tim Ryan says the school is re-
tooling their curriculum. 
 
5/1/16 
12:33am 
Tawana Holly 
DPS out of money 
Detroit Public Schools will be out of money by the end of June... so says Transition Manager 
Judge Steven Rhodes. He says the $48-million supplemental funding recently passed by state 
lawmakers will only provide enough cash for D-P-S to pay employees through June 30th, the 
end of the fiscal year. Meantime, Interim Union President Ivy Bailey says members were 
recently told this wasn't an issue -- and after hearing the news is "outraged."  
 
5/1/16 
6:18am 
Ron Dewey 
Robot building champs  
Congratulations to the Thunder Chickens of Sterling Heights. They won their division in the 
World Robotics Championships this weekend in St. Louis--a sort of "March Madness" of robot-
building classes from schools around the world involving 400-THOUSAND budding engineers, 
ages 8 to 16. There they got to rub elbows with industry leaders and colleges offering 
scholarships.  The Thunder Chickens are comprised of students from all four high schools from 
the Utica Community school district, who do their work out the Ford Van Dyke Plant, which is 
known as "The Coop". 
 
5/1/16 
1:16pm 
Jamilah Jackson  
First daughter college plans  
After a great night at the White House Correspondents' Dinner...the Obamas make a huge 
announcement. Malia will take a year off after high school and attend Harvard University in the 
fall of 2017. The 17-year-old is a senior at the exclusive Sidwell Friends School and is set to 
graduate in June. President Obama recently said he turned down an invitation to speak at 
Malia's graduation because his emotions would get the best of him. 
 
5/15/16 
4:28am 
Sandra McNeill 
Books for under $2 
Paperbacks for a dollar and hard bounds for 2. The annual Bookstock used book sale kicks off 
at Laurel Park Place in Livonia today, featuring over 100-thousand books for sale this year. Co-
chair Janet Berman say the sale offers readers a chance to buy special, hard to find books, like 
the man looking for a childhood favorite that was out of print. 
 



5/19/16 
4:57am 
Scott Ryan 
School mock elections  
The Detroit Public Schools is teaming up with the Detroit Department of Elections today--for a 
city-wide mock presidential election.  The goal is to emphasize the importance of voting. Polls 
will be set up at 22 D-P-S high schools.  In addition to 'voting' for president, students will cast 
ballots on two issues they feel passionate about within their schools.  Eligible students will also 
be able to sign up to work the polls for the August primary and the November general election. 
 
6/1/16 
12:32am 
Tawana Holly 
MI graduation requirements 
Students could skip out on foreign language classes under a bill approved by the Michigan 
House. High Schoolers would also have to take a Civics exam based on the naturalization test 
used by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services to graduate from high school 
under another bill the House also passed Tuesday. Both bills head to the Senate. The one bill 
softens a foreign language requirement to graduate from high school, allowing students to take 
computer coding classes instead. They would still be able to take language classes if they want.  
 
6/1/16 
6:27am 
Scott Ryan 
Chase gives back 
J-P-Morgan Chase is giving four million dollars to an effort to match ten-thousand Detroit high 
school students with career education and work experiences.  It's part of the bank's New Skills 
for Youth effort--and is on top of a one hundred-million-dollar commitment made in 2014 to 
Detroit's economic recovery.  United Way for Southeastern Michigan, the Skillman Foundation, 
the Ford Foundation and the Ford Motor Company Fund are also involved. 
 
6/10/16 
12:01am 
Lauren Barthold 
69-year-old High school grad 
As the seniors at Berkley High School walked across the stage to receive their diplomas -- one 
student stood out. 50 years after he left school, 69-year-old Larry Crotts joined the Berkley class 
of 2016 -- and got his High School diploma. Crotts left high school to join the Navy and fight in 
Vietnam. He says finally getting his high school diploma was made possible because of an 
administrator at Berkley High School. 
 
6/15/16 
7:00am 
Scott Ryan 
College Dining updates  
Eastern Michigan University says it's considering privatizing its dining services operation and 
the move could bring millions of dollars of investments in its facilities.  E-M-U says that the 
proposal would allow it to expand and upgrade dining facilities without sacrificing high quality 
food offerings and services.  The school's Board of Regents is expected to consider the 
proposal at next week's meeting. 
  



ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
4/1/16 
12:54am 
Tawana Holly 
Flint Dirt New Concern  
It isn't just the water that is making kids sick in Flint. A Michigan State University researcher 
says Flint children showed elevated lead [led] levels in their blood before the city switched to a 
new water system... because of lead contaminated dirt. The research is published in the 
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health. Public health expert Rick 
Sadler says it's not worse in Flint than in other older, industrial cities -- but when you combine 
the exposure from soil with Flint's water problem, you see a magnification of the effects. 
 
4/3/16 
1:50pm 
Jamilah Jackson 
State Parks Open Late 
Several Michigan state parks will be open late this week to help bring awareness to a different 
kind of pollution. Executive Director of the Besser Museum...Christine Witulski...says 
International Dark Sky Week examines the effects of too much artificial light. 20 state parks will 
be open later than usual with special programming geared toward light pollution education. 
 
4/8/16 
7:01pm 
Terri Lee  
Water Problems grow 
Officials say elevated levels of copper have been detected at all seven Ingham County buildings 
in Mason as well as in two area schools.  County Health Officer Linda Vail attributes the 
readings to old piping systems. She says testing isn't finding elevated lead levels. Vail says the 
levels of copper do, however, exceed U.S. Environmental Protection Agency action limits.  The 
Mason City Administrator says city and county officials will meet to discuss possible solutions. 
 
4/18/16 
9:56am 
Scott Ryan 
Solar Energy in Michigan 
A major solar energy project is up and running in western Michigan. Eleven-thousand solar 
panels are installed on 17 acres south of Grand Valley State University's main campus in 
Allendale. Consumers Energy says the 3-megawatt site can generate electricity to serve up to 
600 homes. Construction is expected to begin soon on a solar garden at Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo. And the utility is considering another location in the Lansing area. 
 
4/26/16 
5:50pm  
Brian Larsen 
Protecting the Great Lakes 
The U.S. House has voted to extend a program designed to improve water quality in the Great 
Lakes for five years -- and make progress on resolving their biggest environmental threats. The 
measure authorizes spending $300 million annually on the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, 
although separate votes would be needed each year to provide the funding. Congress has 
spent more than $2.2 billion on the program over the past seven years, funding more than 2,900 
projects. 
 
 
 



5/1/16 
6:15am 
Chrystal Knight 
Goodwill Greenworks 
Goodwill's Greenworks in Detroit, which acts as the recycling arm for much of DTE Energy's 
retired assets, has been awarded a new contract to help clean up the environment, this means 
job opportunities for those with employment challenges. 
 
5/8/16 
8:55am 
Jamilah Jackson 
Mom’s Protest Fracking  
When most moms are taking the day of to relax...Detroit-area moms are taking a stand against 
fracking this Mother's Day. A 12-hour protest is planned for today and will be in front of the U-S 
Ecology corporation on Mount Elliot and Georgia Street on Detroit's Eastside. The moms are 
teaming up with the Coalition to Oppose the Expansion of U-S Ecology. The company is 
currently seeking a permit from Michigan Department of Environmental Quality to dump 10 
times the current amount of frack waste.   
 
5/12/16 
6:48pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Detroit House Demos 
The city of Detroit's demolition program reportedly under investigation by the feds. The Detroit 
FBI office is said to be looking into the Hardest Hit Program which is supported by millions of 
dollars in federal funds, 170-million dollars to date. Some have questioned the bidding process 
and the costs to tear down structures. In one year, the costs jumped by nearly 4-thousand 
dollars because of new environmental standards according to the city. Detroit has torn down 
more than 8-thousand houses since January 2014. 
 
5/24/16 
11:27pm 
Joh Hewett 
Michigan Energy Emergency 
To ensure an adequate supply of gasoline for the upcoming holiday weekend, Governor Rick 
Snyder declaring an energy emergency.  The executive order issued due to the shutdown of a 
fuel-pipeline in Wisconsin AND an unplanned outage of the Marathon refinery in Detroit.  Anna 
Heaton, with the Governor's Office, says this isn't about a shortness of supply. Patrick DeHaan, 
Senior Analyst with GasBuddy.com says a supply shortage is reality. Here in Detroit the 
average price for a gallon of gas is two-dollars 43-cents. 
 
5/27/16 
7:24pm 
Terri Lee 
Cutting Detroit Pollution 
A new deal between Marathon Oil and the state should mean less pollution in southwest Detroit. 
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality has approved two new permits that will cut 
down refinery emissions of sulfur dioxide, sulfuric acid and nitrogen oxide. Mayor Duggan says 
the deal is very good news for families who live near the refinery, but there is more work to do 
on the issue of environmental justice.   
 
 
 
 
 



6/2/16 
8:11pm 
Brian Larsen 
Troy Power Outage  
About ten-thousand DTE Energy customers are without power in Troy, Madison Heights, and 
Warren -- as an equipment issue has knocked them off-line. DTE officials tell us the issue is 
somewhere along 14-Mile Road in Troy. A crew is on the way to investigate. At the moment 
there is no estimated time of restoration. 
 
6/6/16 
1:22pm 
Dave Ramos 
Storms Roll Through Taking Power  
DTE Energy crews remain on the job this mid-day, trying to get folks back on the electrical grid 
after strong storms moved through the area Sunday. Redford Township was the hardest hit 
nearly 4-thousand customers were in the dark at one point. That number is down to under one-
thousand. Other parts of Metro Detroit are affected by scattered outages about 175 customers 
near 7 Mile and Van Dyke remain without power because of wind damage, and another 270 are 
in the dark near 696 and Greenfield because of damaged equipment. 
 
6/10/16 
6:22pm 
Brian Larsen 
MI Water Resources 
State officials have released the first part of a 30-year plan to manage, protect and improve 
Michigan's water resources. The Department of Environmental Quality's Office of the Great 
Lakes developed the strategy. The initial phase focuses on educating residents about the 
importance of healthy waters while nurturing and restoring aquatic ecosystems. How well the 
state carries out the strategy will be measured through factors such as conditions of fish 
populations and the number of untreated sewage discharges. 
 
6/23/16 
11:03am 
Zahra Huber 
Gas Main Repairs 
Consumers Energy is working on THAT gas main leak in Troy. A spokeswoman says an asphalt 
contractor working on Wattles between John R. and Rochester hit a 2-inch plastic main this 
morning. Crews are on scene and it will take about one to two hours to fix the main. There are 
no evacuations at this time. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
4/1/16 
12:54am 
Tawana Holly 
Flint Dirt Hurting kids  
A Michigan State University researcher says Flint children showed elevated lead [led] levels in 
their blood before the city switched to a new water system... because of lead contaminated dirt. 
The research is published in the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public 
Health. Public health expert Rick Sadler says it's not worse in Flint than in other older, industrial 
cities -- but when you combine the exposure from soil with Flint's water problem, you see a 
magnification of the effects.  
 
 



 
4/2/16 
12:31am 
Tawana Holly 
Home Health Checks  
Michigan is getting nearly $8-million to help offer assistance at home to women during 
pregnancy and families with young children. The Health Resources and Services Administration 
announced the funding for the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program. 
Officials note the funding is more than double what Michigan received the last time around. The 
home visiting program provides support for preventive health and prenatal practices, such as 
helping mothers find prenatal care, improve their diets and reduce the use of tobacco, alcohol 
and drugs. 
 
4/7/16 
2:43pm 
Brian Larsen 
Ann Arbor Clean-up 
A BIG cleanup is underway following a nasty mess in Ann Arbor. It began when a city worker 
discovered a sewer manhole was overflowing in a wooded area near Washtenaw Avenue and 
Huron Parkway.  The cause of the overflow was determined to be tree roots.... and officials say 
the problem had been occurring for about two weeks. It’s estimated that some 400-thousand 
gallons overflowed into Malletts Creek. Officials now say there are NO communities 
downstream of the plant that withdraws water from the Huron River for drinking purposes. In 
addition, they say, there are no health risks posed by this overflow to those using the Huron 
River for recreational purposes.  
 
4/17/16 
6:33pm 
Tawana Holly 
No Local Zika Virus 
A top public health official says there's been no local transmission of the Zika [ZEE'-kuh] virus in 
the United States, so any talk about women in the country delaying pregnancy "is not even an 
issue for discussion at this point." A doctor with the National Institutes of Health also says it's 
"very likely" the U-S could see "local transmitted cases as we get into the robust mosquito 
season" this summer. He says if there's a "local outbreak," it's up to health officials to work to 
contain it. 
 
5/1/16 
5:55am 
Dave Ramos 
Infant Eye Care 
Healthy vision for babies is the goal of the Michigan Optometric Association - the group of eye 
doctors will offer free eye assessments for infants this week as part of Michigan Infant SEE 
Week. More than 300 Michigan optometrists participate in the InfantSEE program, providing 
free eye vision assessments for babies, regardless of family income and insurance. The free 
exams will be offered from May 4th to the 8th...visit Infant See dot org for more information or to 
locate a participating doctor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5/3/16 
7:02am 
Scott Ryan 
Salmonella Education  
Michigan officials warn of a rising number of salmonella cases. The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services reports 20 cases since March second through direct contact with 
live baby chicks or ducklings. Six of those people were hospitalized.  State officials say that 
raising chicks and fresh eggs can get people sick even though it can be "fun and educational." 
 
5/11/16 
3:47pm 
Brian Larsen 
Detroit Health with BCBS 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy want you to be 
healthy this summer with several activities. There's Walk the Riverwalk Wednesdays, a 
lunchtime walking program and you can register for prizes. Grace Derocha is a registered 
dietician and health coach with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, who says they'll also have a 
5k/10k walk -run in June and moonlight yoga in July and August. 
 
5/12/16 
1:00am 
Brian Larsen  
Chicken Pox popping up  
Health officials report more chicken pox cases are popping up in the state. So far in 2016 
Michigan health department says there have been 239 chickenpox cases through April, which is 
about 57 percent more than that time last year. In most of the cases this year the people were 
NOT vaccinated. 
 
6/22/16 
12:28am 
Deanna Lites 
New Healthier Mondays 
Many people who are thinking of starting a diet or a fitness program... do it on a Monday. 
Studies have shown that certain days make us look at ourselves in a different way. Mondays 
tend to make us feel like a "new person" and we're ready to make a fresh start and get rid of old 
habits. Everyone has ups and downs...and that's okay. 
  
6/1/16 
12:10am 
Tawana Holly 
CPR Training for Kids 
Michigan students in grades 7 to 12 would receive CPR training under a bill advancing in the 
Legislature. The Senate unanimously approved legislation to require the state Education 
Department to ensure by the 2017-18 academic year that health education guidelines provide 
for instruction in CPR and automatic external defibrillators. A similar bill is pending on the House 
floor. The bill's sponsor says Michigan would gain 100-thousand more CPR trained lifesavers 
each year.  32 states have similar laws. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6/5/16 
6:57am 
Deanna Lites  
Dr. 365 days a year 
It's Sunday...so if you're feeling under the weather, maybe the flu or an earache, is your doctor's 
office open to help? One local doctor is offering healthcare 365 days a year.  Internal medicine 
specialist Ranajit Mukhergee says having office hours 7 days a week helps his patients get 
consistent care whenever an illness strikes like on a Sunday or a holiday. Dr. Mukhergee has 
three office locations...in Wayne, Wyandotte and Dearborn. 
 
6/6/16 
3:20am 
Bob Mundie  
Celebs causing Obesity  
Is your teenager getting fat because they're taking nutritional advice from their favorite recording 
artist? Steven Tyler is in television ads for Skittles, Beyoncé endorsed Pepsi while Taylor Swift 
promoted Diet Coke. A study finds when it comes to food and beverage products, musicians 
who are popular with teens are more likely to endorse soda and other sugary drinks, fast food 
and sweets. New York University researchers say this type of advertising is contributing to the 
alarming rise in childhood and teen obesity. 
 
6/12/16 
11:11am 
Dave Ramos  
Traverse City Sewage  
Thousands of gallons of untreated sewage made its way into one of Michigan's waterways. A 
12-inch sewer main leaked an estimated three thousand gallons of the nasty stuff into Grand 
Traverse Bay on Saturday. No contact orders for several beaches in the area were issued by 
the county health department. The DRINKING water supply is not affected by the spill. 
 
6/20/16 
6:01am 
Pat Vitale 
Children Health Presidential Platforms 
The presidential candidates have been busy trying to win votes by giving speeches on topics 
such as the economy and national security. But a new survey just out this morning finds they 
might want to add children's health to their platforms. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
4/1/16 
8:33am 
Pat Vitale  
Wisconsin Primary  
Wisconsin's upcoming primary on Tuesday could be the turning point in the Republican 
presidential campaign. In a state where residents are already skeptical of Donald Trump's brash 
brand of politics, his rivals see hope to greatly reduce his chances of securing the delegates he 
needs to clinch the GOP nomination before next July's national convention. Trump has also had 
some stumbles this week 
 
 
 
 
 



4/10/16 
6:55am 
Dave Ramos 
Trump Michigan Delegate 
Donald Trump gets 25 Michigan delegates to the Republican National Convention this summer, 
after the G-O-P held its convention in Lansing over the weekend. Michigan Republicans 
gathered at the Lansing Center on Friday and Saturday to elect the state's national delegates - 
Governor Snyder addressed the delegation on Saturday morning.  Party officials also picked a 
new leadership team member - Rob Steele was selected as the next Michigan national 
committeeman. 
 
4/11/16 
8:47am 
Terri Lee 
Supreme Court Nominee 
President Barack Obama has more support in his push to get Republicans in the Senate to 
consider his Supreme Court nominee, Chief Judge Merrick Garland. Fifteen former presidents 
of the American Bar Association have sent a letter to Senate leaders, telling them the blockade 
by the GOP injects politics into the courts that "materially hampers the effective operation" of the 
judiciary. 
 
4/15/16 
6:52pm 
Brian Larsen 
Army Woman Leaders 
The Army says it has approved the first women to be commissioned as infantry and armor 
officers - leadership roles that until now were open only to men. The Army says it approved 
requests from 22 women - 13 as armor officers and nine into the infantry branch. They will be 
graduating as second lieutenants from the U.S. Military Academy, as well as from Reserve 
Officer Training Corps programs and the Army's Officer Candidate School. After commissioning, 
the women will have to complete infantry or armor-specific training before reporting for duty 
qualified to be platoon leaders. 
 
5/6/16 
4:44am 
Dave Ramos 
Ilitch Pizza Empire Future 
A clear line of succession for the Ilitch pizza and entertainment empire has been laid out by the 
family in control of the company. Ilitch Holdings will eventually be headed up by the Mike and 
Marian Ilitch's youngest son Christopher, according to a company announcement made 
Thursday. The husband-and-wife team currently at the top of the company's leadership say 
they're happy things will remain totally in family control. 
 
5/7/16 
7:29am 
Dave Ramos 
Kim Jong Un’s New Job 
Kim Jong Un is getting a new job. North Korea's ruling party is preparing to name the country's 
so-called supreme leader as general secretary as a further sign of his leadership. Pyongyang is 
experiencing deepening international isolation over one of his key ambitions - the development 
of nuclear weapons. 
 
 
 
 



5/19/16 
4:57am 
Scott Ryan 
School mock elections  
The Detroit Public Schools is teaming up with the Detroit Department of Elections today--for a 
city-wide mock presidential election.  The goal is to emphasize the importance of voting. Polls 
will be set up at 22 D-P-S high schools.  In addition to 'voting' for president, students will cast 
ballots on two issues they feel passionate about within their schools.  Eligible students will also 
be able to sign up to work the polls for the August primary and the November general election. 
 
5/20/16 
2:33pm 
Chrystal Knight 
NRA Fight for Trump 
At a leadership forum in Louisville, the NRA's Chris Cox said the group will fight against Hillary 
Clinton and try to get Donald Trump elected president. The NRA convention is expected to draw 
more than 70,000 people over the weekend and features 8,000 exhibitors. 
 
5/27/16 
7:47am 
Pat Vitale  
Millennials picking the President 
Some millennials - voters between 18 and 35 - are taking a serious look at Donald Trump. A 
Harvard Institute of Politics poll says that 25 percent of people under 30 say they'd vote for the 
Republican -- if he faced off against Hillary Clinton in the fall.  Democrat Bernie Sanders still has 
the clear advantage among millennials -- but many young voters are united in their anger and 
disillusionment, and both Trump and Sanders have tapped into that subset of voters. 
 
6/4/16 
7:33am 
Dave Ramos 
Obama fixing the Economy   
President Obama says even though the economy has gotten better under his leadership, there 
are problems that still need to be fixed.  And in his weekly media address today, he said 
Americans this year will be making choices about what's to come. The president says that over 
the past 7 years his administration has proven that progress is possible, but not inevitable. 
 
6/14/16 
8:46pm 
Dave Ramos  
Trump Angering Obama  
To the campaign trail now...as one candidate uses the tragedy in Orlando as a political talking 
point. Stumping in North Carolina, Donald Trump says the President seems more agitated with 
him than he does with the gunman who killed 49 in Orlando early Sunday morning. Trump says 
weak leadership lets the killing happen. President Obama called Trump's comments and 
proposals a "dangerous" threat to the nation's safety, religious freedom and diversity. 
 
6/15/16 
6:39pm 
Brian Larsen  
Trump blames Mass Shooting’s on US 
Donald Trump is continuing to take aim at The White House and says its weak and ineffective 
leadership is partially to blame for the steady stream of mass shootings in this country.   
 
 



6/20/16 
8:29am 
Scott Ryan 
Congress Gun Control 
In the wake of the Orlando shooting, the Senate is scheduled to hold four votes on gun-control 
today. The last time the Senate voted on gun legislation was in December, after the San 
Bernardino shooting.   
 
6/30/16 
11:25am 
Terri Lee 
British Prime Minister  
A man who had widely been considered to be a front-runner to succeed British Prime Minister 
David Cameron has taken himself out of the race. Former London Mayor Boris Johnson made 
his decision after a key ally withdrew his support and decided to run for the Conservative Party 
leadership himself. Johnson was a prominent campaigner for Britain's withdrawal from the 
European Union. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES  
 
4/2/16 
11:10am 
Dave Ramos 
Greatest Terror Threat 
Terror the focus of President Obama's weekly radio address. The president says Islamic State 
terrorists continue to lose ground in Syria and Iraq. But in his weekly media address today, the 
Commander-in-Chief noted that one of the greatest threats to global security is terrorists getting 
their hands on weapons of mass destruction. He said there's little doubt that ISIS will use 
nuclear weapons or material if they ever get hold of it 
 
4/3/16 
8:33pm 
Zahra Huber 
Safety Explosive technology  
The Department of Homeland Security must move faster to test explosive detectors that can 
sense compounds that have been used in recent terrorist attacks. That according to U.S. 
Senator Charles Schumer of New York. Schumer says the department should also determine if 
the devices can be installed at airports and train stations across the country. 
 
4/5/16 
3:05pm 
Vickie Thomas 
FBI Director Talks Terrorism in Detroit 
The FBI Director was in Detroit today talking about the nation's war on terrorism. James Comey 
says, more and more, terrorists are using social medial as a recruiting tool. Comey said 
whenever there's a terrorist attack overseas, the FBI pays extra attention to terror suspects in 
the US, looking for any signs of copycat attacks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4/18/16 
9:05am 
Pat Vitale 
Terrorism Suspect Due in Court 
A Dearborn Heights man suspected of being an ISIS fanatic could find out today if he'll be 
released from federal prison.  The attorney for 21-year old Khalil Abu-Rayyan says the FBI used 
extraordinary tactics to manipulate Rayyan during its surveillance that ended in a February 
arrest.  Prosecutors say Abu-Rayyan has a fascination with death and beheadings.   
 
4/19/16 
2:26pm 
Terri Lee 
White House Security  
The inspector general of the Department of Homeland Security is releasing a report today on 
the September 2014 fence jumping incident in which Omar Gonzalez scaled the north lawn 
fence and ran into the White House before being apprehended in the East Room. The report 
details the various communications and staffing issues that contributed to the security 
breakdown. 
 
4/23/16 
4:16am 
Jeff Defanceschi 
Trump Take on Terrorist 
Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl's attorney is concerned that GOP presidential contender Donald 
Trump's attacks are damaging his chances for a fair trial. Trump says he thinks Bergdahl 
"should have been executed," someone should "throw him out of a plane" without a parachute 
or he should be dropped in terrorist territory "before we bomb the hell out of ISIS." CBS News 
Military Consultant Mike Lyons Retired Army Major does not think the comments will impact the 
trial. 
 
5/8/16 
5:32pm 
Zahra Huber 
TSA to Boost Airport Staffing 
Amid reports a handful of airports are talking about replacing the Transportation Security 
Administration with private contractors, the TSA says it's planning to boost airport staffing 
including bomb-sniffing dogs to manage long security lines. 
 
5/25/16 
8:30am 
Pat Vitale  
TSA Questions 
The House Homeland Security Committee is looking for answers today to the long lines at 
airport security. Lawmakers are calling the head of the TSA to Capitol Hill for some pointed 
questions.  Peter Neffenger is also likely to be pressed by members to explain exactly what 
prompted the ouster of the agency's top security official, Kelly Hoggan. 
 



6/1/16 
10:090am 
Scott Ryan 
Airport Security 
A new government report says that while intruders routinely breach the security fences 
protecting runways and planes at U-S airports, the federal Transportation Security 
Administration is not helping airports keep up with the threat. Congress asked investigators to 
find out how often people get past airport perimeter security, and whether the TSA could do 
more to help airports anticipate and prevent incidents. The answers: Breaches are frequent, and 
the federal agency isn't doing enough. 
 
6/7/16 
10:31am 
Scott Ryan 
Gas Station Raids 
Homeland Security officers conducting raids throughout Wayne County this morning.  At least 
four gas stations in Detroit and Riverview were raided as part of a case dealing with stolen 
goods.  Information about the case is sealed at this point.  
 
6/12/16 
11:28am 
Dave Ramos 
Orlando Shooting Safety  
The shooter is among the dead. Former FBI Assistant Director Ron Hosko tells us what 
investigators are looking for. The White House says President Barack Obama has been briefed 
by his Homeland Security and counterterrorism adviser about the shooting in Orlando.  
 
6/13/16 
12:03pm 
Zahra Huber 
Orlando Shooting Local React 
President Barack Obama says there's no clear evidence that the Orlando massacre shooter 
was directed to conduct the attack... or part of a larger plot. He says it appears Omar Mateen 
was inspired by extremist information disseminated over the Internet.  Speaking live on WWJ, 
Oakland University terrorism expert -- Professor Peter Trumbore -- talks about how people like 
Mateen become radicalized to such an extreme    
 
6/14/16 
11:27am 
Terri Lee 
Trump Ban on Immigrants 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson says Donald Trump's proposal for a ban on 
immigration from countries with terrorist histories is impractical. While declining to name Trump, 
Johnson condemned what he called "overly simplistic suggestions" for dealing with the violence. 
Appearing on ABC's "Good Morning America," Johnson defended President Barack Obama 
against Trump's charge that Obama has been too passive on the issue. Johnson said President 
Obama's "No. 1 priority is the protection of Americans." 
 



6/15/16 
9:31am 
Zahra Huber  
Duggan Protecting Detroit  
Does Detroit have the ability to thwart a mass shooting like the one witnessed in Orlando? 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan says his office works with homeland security and the police 
department in assessing threats. He personally receives a report three times a day. The mayor 
acknowledges that trying to prevent a lone individual who is willing to die for a cause is difficult. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
4/4/16 
5:25am 
Terri Lee 
California Minimum Wage Rise 
California's governor is signing a bill today [Monday] that will gradually raise the state's 
minimum wage until it reaches $15 an hour by 2022, the highest state minimum wage in the 
nation. Once Gov. Jerry Brown signs the bill, the state's $10 hourly minimum will go up by 50 
cents next year and to $11 in 2018. Hourly $1 raises will then come every January until 2022. 
Republicans and business groups say it could cost thousands of jobs. 
 
4/6/16 
4:01am 
Scott Ryan  
Kroger growing throughout Michigan 
Kroger is planning a major investment in Michigan.  The grocery chain plans to spend at least 
180-million dollars on new stores and expansions.  New locations are planned in Royal Oak at 
12 Mile near I-75, in Shelby Township at Van Dyke and 26 Mile, and in White Lake Township at 
M-59 and Elizabeth Lake Road.  Meantime, eleven other stores will be remodeled and six fuel 
centers will be built.  It'll mean one thousand jobs for the state. 
 
4/12/16 
7:29am 
Pat Vitale 
Women in Combat 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus will address some 300 military leaders at Camp Pendleton, 
California today to discuss plans to integrate women into combat jobs. Marine Corps leaders 
have tried to keep certain infantry and combat jobs closed to women but Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter overruled them in December ordering all positions open. 
 
4/13/16 
4:47pm 
Brian Larsen 
DTE Creating Jobs 
DTE Energy says it's creating 120 new jobs for Detroiters to help staff its expanding customer 
call center. The utility company says it will partner with Strategic Staffing Solutions, which will be 
responsible for recruiting, hiring and managing the employees.  The jobs are at DTE's 
downtown headquarters. Workers will be trained on call center system housed in the Penobscot 
Building. 
 



4/28/16 
6:21pm 
Brian Larsen  
New Faces Work the White House 
Regular White House reporters were replaced in the briefing room by some people who'd like 
their jobs. It was the first ever College Reporter Day at the White House. 
 
5/2/16 
2:25pm 
Jason Scott 
Clinton Creates Flint Jobs 
Though brief, Flint's Water Crisis was a strong talking-point for Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton at last night's NAACP Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner in Detroit.  
Clinton mentioned the Flint Water-Works youth employment program which she partnered with 
Flint Mayor Karen Weaver to employ 100-young adults for jobs during the water crisis. Clinton 
says the two of them are working to make sure American can't ignore the families of Flint. 
 
5/9/16 
5:42am 
Scott Ryan 
Engineering Job Fair 
Your next career--as an engineer. The Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi is hosting this 
afternoon's Engineering and Technology Job Fair from two to seven.  The Engineering Society 
of Detroit is bringing together people who need jobs and companies who need people.  More 
than 50 companies will be on hand.  It's free for Engineering Society of Detroit members--others 
pay 20 dollars to attend. 
 
5/18/16 
11:48pm 
Tawana Holly 
Heinz expanding 
The Kraft Heinz Company is planning a $17.2-million expansion in Holland. The Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation's Strategic Fund has approved a $500-thousand grant for 
the project.  The company's larger facility will allow for all of its production of Grey Poupon 
mustard to be made in Michigan. 50 new jobs will be added at the plant. Heinz and Kraft 
merged a year ago.   
 
5/24/16 
11:56pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Auto Suppliers creating Jobs 
An auto supplier is set to build a new plant in Detroit and create as many as 750 new jobs. 
Mayor Mike Duggan and executives from Flex N Gate made the formal announcement Tuesday 
morning on the city's east side. The Michigan Economic Development Corporation says the 95-
million-dollar factory will be built on 30-acres in the I-94 Industrial Park near I-75. The state and 
city are giving the company tax breaks and grants to help finance the plant. Meantime, auto 
supply company Cosworth plans to spend 30-million dollars to build a new plant in Shelby 
Township and create 50 new jobs.    
 



6/2/16 
5:39am 
Pat Vitale 
Searching for Jobs 
A new CareerBuilder study lists the fastest-growing industries for jobs over the next five years.  
Jennifer Grasz says a whole bunch of career choices made the list including electronic 
shopping, translation and interpretation, and even nail salons. The WAY people search for jobs 
has changed over the years. A mouse click has more or less replaced circling ads in a 
newspaper classified section. 
 
6/8/16 
3:51pm 
Brian Larsen 
Luxury Hybrid Jobs  
New auto jobs are coming to the city of Troy. The Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
announced this afternoon that Karma Automotive, which makes luxury hybrid vehicles, will be 
setting up an engineering and purchasing building in Troy. The 3.6-million-dollar project is 
expected to create up to 150 jobs. Karma Automotive will showcase its first vehicle later this 
year. The company will receive a 450-thousand-dollar business development grant from the 
state and other assistance from the city.    
 
6/16/16 
6:16pm 
Brian Larsen 
Lansing Chippewa Indians Casino  
A key decision on plans to bring a casino to Lansing could be made soon. That decision 
expected from the U-S Department of Interior on the plans for a Lansing casino by the Sault St. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. Attorney John Wernet who represents the tribe says though 
it's hard to predict when construction would begin for the 245-million-dollar casino because of 
the challenge by other tribes to stop it.  
 
6/28/16 
4:25pm 
Brian Larsen 
Dow Chemical cutting Jobs 
Midland-based Dow Chemical says it's cutting 25-hundred jobs worldwide...700 of those in the 
Great Lakes Bay region. Midland Mayor Maureen Donker says it's very personal for them, 
impacting their friends and neighbors. Donker says Dow leadership has been wonderful in 
keeping them informed and plans to help those who lose their jobs find new ones.  Dow is in the 
midst of a merger with DuPont. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
4/1/16 
8:30am 
Pat Vitale 
Apology to Jackie Robinson about Racism 
Philadelphia is officially apologizing to Jackie Robinson for the racism he faced in the City of 
Brotherly Love.  The City Council passed a resolution yesterday naming April 15 as a day to 
honor Robinson's achievements and to apologize for his mistreatment while visiting Philadelphia 
in 1947.  April 15 is the day Robinson broke the color barrier by becoming the first Black player 
in Major League Baseball, playing for the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
 
 



4/11/16 
2:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
NAACP Sets Freedom Fund Dinner Agenda 
It was announced today that Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton will be the 
keynote speaker at this year's NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner.  The event takes place in Detroit 
on Sunday, May 1st.  Before the dinner, the NAACP will also be hosting a job fair....and a youth 
symposium on education.  
 
4/13/16 
9:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Hate Messages Found at UM 
University of Michigan president Mark Schlissel will join local and federal law enforcement 
officers today to meet with students after two separate cases of hate messages were 
discovered on campus.  They'll be talking about violence motivated by race, religion, and sexual 
orientation.  Similar discussions will take place across the United States.  Messages that said 
Stop Islam, Trump 2016, and No More Muslim Violence have been scrawled on benches and 
sidewalks recently. 
 
4/18/16 
3:06pm 
Jason Scott 
Ferndale Considers LGBT Resolution 
A vote is planned tonight by the Ferndale Schools Board on two resolutions in support of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning rights. Board President Jennifer LaTosch 
says parents, teachers and students have voiced much support 
 
4/21/16 
6:05pm 
Brian Larsen 
Board Prez Seeks Support for LGBT Students 
Michigan's Board of Education president has told policy makers and educators in Dearborn that 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students should be acknowledged and embraced in 
school to help improve learning and life outcomes.  John Austin spoke at a White House 
Summit on LGBT student issues at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. 
 
4/28/16 
11:30am 
Newsroom 
US Attorney Discusses Hateful Speech, Civil Rights at Meeting 
The Grosse Pointe-Harper Woods NAACP Branch is hosting the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern 
District, Barbara McQuade as the featured speaker at the next meeting today. McQuade will 
speak on the DOJ’s efforts addressing hateful speech, civil rights and diverse police 
departments. She is one of many notables attending the swearing-in ceremony of the first 
officers and board members elected to the state’s newest branch. 
 



4/28/16 
5:30pm 
Jon Hewett 
Freedom Fund Dinner Approaching 
Democratic Presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton will be in town this weekend. She's the 
keynote speaker at the annual Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner put on by the Detroit Chapter of 
the NAACP. Chapter President, the Rev. Wendell Anthony says among the honorees this year 
will be ex-convict turned author, Shaka Senghor.  Senghor who wrote a book entitled "Writing 
My Wrongs: Life, Death, and Redemption in an American Prison" will receive the "Great 
Expectations" award 
 
5/1/16 
7:12am 
Dave Ramos 
Allegations of Racism at Sports Complex 
Racism accusations are made against a Sterling Heights sports complex in a lawsuit filed this 
week.  Deano Williams is one of the three plaintiffs in the lawsuit against Liberty Park of 
America, where the man worked as a security guard in 2014. Williams says he was terminated 
from his job after complaining to management about alleged racial comments from players and 
patrons he observed over his tenure there. 
 
5/10/16 
1:32pm 
Greg Bowman 
State Board of Education Meets on LGBT Guidelines 
The State Board of Education is hearing from the public today on gender-identity guidelines for 
Michigan public schools--including controversial recommendations that students be allowed to 
use bathrooms they are most comfortable with. One of those testifying in was Dewitt School 
Counselor Theresa Severy, who says new guidelines are needed to support Michigan's 
estimated 150 thousand LGBT young people. 
 
6/2/16 
6:06am 
Dave Ramos 
Racist Video Released at High School 
The principal of Grosse Pointe South High School calls a video recorded over the holiday 
weekend by three of her students deplorable, offensive, and bigoted.  No one was specifically 
targeted in the clip, but three students made many offensive and racist statements regarding 
African Americans. 
 
6/9/14 
12:30pm 
Zahra Huber 
Hate Crimes Investigation at Cranbrook 
The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee is seeking an investigation into possible hate 
crimes after a Muslim-American student at Cranbrook says she was subjected to a barrage of 
insults.  The student said she was surrounded by a group of men, possible students at 
Cranbrook, who yelled racist comments at her and her mother.  Later that day, five men pushed 
the victim in an attempt to stop her while she was jogging on campus grounds.   The Anti-
Discrimination Committee has alerted police. 
 



6/11/16 
6:05am 
Jason Scott 
Motor City Pride Fest 
Held in Detroit's Hart Plaza, Motor City Pride is again happening downtown... The annual event 
is meant to celebrate the LGBT community. This year's festival is important in-light of recent 
discriminatory laws which have been passed across the country limiting certain freedoms. 
 
6/13/14 
12:06am 
Newsroom 
Trying to Stop Acts of Terror and Hate 
President Obama calls the shooting at an Orlando gay nightclub an "act of terror and hate."  
Speaking live on WWJ, former F-B-I Special-Agent-in-Charge Andy Arena talked about how we 
need to prevent further incidents like this.  Arena says he doesn't think this is the end of mass 
shootings, unless we can find a way to counter this radical mindset. 
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
4/2/16 
4:29am 
Lauren Barthold 
Rouge River Revitalization  
Farmington and Farmington Hills' Corridor Improvement Authorities are working on a plan to 
revitalize the Rouge River Corridor by designing a walking path that would run along some 
portions. At a meeting earlier this week, a five-year Recreation Master Plan was discussed in an 
open house where some residents had concerns with privacy. Planners say safety is their first 
priority and the project would invite recreation, alternative transportation, economic benefits and 
education. 
 
4/16/16 
4:51am 
Bob Mundie 
Freeway Clean-ups  
Roadside areas across lower Michigan get their first cleanup of the year beginning today. 
Volunteers with the Michigan Department of Transportation Adopt-A-Highway program will pick 
up litter today through April 24th. Due to snow still on the ground in some areas, the first Adopt-
A-Highway pickup for the Upper Peninsula will be later, from April 30th to May 8th. Volunteers 
pick up litter three times each year. 
 
4/16/16 
5:59am 
Dave Ramos 
Tigers Stadium rebuild  
And once the kids are in the city...they need a place to play.  Groundbreaking at the site of Tiger 
Stadium on Michigan and Trumbull began this week. Detroit Police Athletic League also known 
as PAL, say they've reached their construction goal of 13 million dollars -- and the site will be 
redeveloped into a youth sports facility and new PAL headquarters.  
 



4/18/16 
9:56am 
Scott Ryan 
Solar Energy in Michigan 
A major solar energy project is up and running in western Michigan. Eleven-thousand solar 
panels are installed on 17 acres south of Grand Valley State University's main campus in 
Allendale. Consumers Energy says the 3-megawatt site can generate electricity to serve up to 
600 homes. Construction is expected to begin soon on a solar garden at Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo. And the utility is considering another location in the Lansing area. 
 
4/23/16 
6:43pm 
Tawana Holly  
Kalamazoo Scholarship  
Officials have announced $275-thousand toward a college scholarship program for Kalamazoo 
Public Schools graduates. $250-thousand was donated anonymously to the Kalamazoo 
Promise free-tuition program for 10 students seeking teaching degrees at Western Michigan 
University. The money is in addition to tuition provided by the program and covers room and 
board, books, transportation and other costs. Advia Credit Union's foundation donated another 
$25-thousand to pay similar costs for an 11th student. The Kalamazoo Promise has provided 
more than $67-million in scholarships over 10 years. 
 
5/1/16 
9:03am 
Jamilah Jackson 
Construction commute Challenge 
With all the upcoming construction finding alternative ways to get to work may be a daily task. 
The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments may have the solution. For the month of May, 
SEM-COG is encouraging employees to find different ways to get to work. The competition 
gives residents the chance to win awesome prizes, save money and improve air quality. 
Alternatives include carpooling and biking to work. The challenge coincides with alternative 
commuting days in May such as Bike to School and Work Day and Casual Commute Day. 
 
5/12/16 
6:48pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Detroit House Demos 
The city of Detroit's demolition program reportedly under investigation by the feds. The Detroit 
FBI office is said to be looking into the Hardest Hit Program which is supported by millions of 
dollars in federal funds, 170-million dollars to date. Some have questioned the bidding process 
and the costs to tear down structures. In one year, the costs jumped by nearly 4-thousand 
dollars because of new environmental standards according to the city. Detroit has torn down 
more than 8-thousand houses since January 2014. 
 
5/19/16 
7:31am 
Scott Ryan  
Pancakes and Politics  
Revitalizing a region - that's the big topic on the table at this morning's Pancakes and Politics 
summit in downtown Detroit.  A live and local preview from WWJs Citybeat reporter Vickie 
Thomas 
 



6/1/16 
11:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
Planet-M 
One of the bigger news items to come out of "Day One" of the Mackinac Policy Conference was 
the reveal of a new marketing campaign to promote the state of Michigan as the center of "next 
generation mobility".  M-DOT Director Kirk Steudle spoke of the effort known as "Planet M"... to 
promote so-called "Self Driving" vehicles. Steudle says the ongoing re-construction of I-275 in 
Western Wayne and Oakland counties is the latest section of roadway to be equipped with so-
called "smart" technology.  
 
6/3/16 
1:03pm 
Terri Lee 
Travel to Canada  
Michigan is getting more than $95,000 to help curb traffic congestion at a tunnel between Detroit 
and Windsor, Ontario.  The money from the U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal 
Highway Administration for the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel is expected to go to technology at the 
border crossing. The grant for Michigan is part of broader funding that's aimed at offering better 
information about wait times for travelers. 
 
6/12/16 
9:01am 
Chrystal Knight 
People Mover construction 
A construction project on the Detroit People Mover starting today -- will shut down service. 
WWJ's Chrystal Knight has more about what's being done and how long the service will be 
down. 
 
6/16/16 
6:16pm 
Brian Larsen 
Lansing Chippewa Indians Casino  
A key decision on plans to bring a casino to Lansing could be made soon. That decision 
expected from the U-S Department of Interior on the plans for a Lansing casino by the Sault St. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. Attorney John Wernet who represents the tribe says though 
it's hard to predict when construction would begin for the 245-million-dollar casino because of 
the challenge by other tribes to stop it.  
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
4/1/16 
12:22am 
Tawana Holly 
Bridge Currency  
The Michigan Department of Transportation says a new currency parity policy is taking effect for 
the Blue Water Bridge. Under the policy, the Canadian currency rate for eastbound traffic will be 
reviewed and adjusted, either up or down, on April 1st and October 1st of each year. M-DOT 
stresses that the change isn't a toll increase. The change starts today and will be for motorists 
traveling from the U-S into Canada paying with Canadian currency. 
 



4/12/16 
5:27pm 
Brian Larsen 
I-275 Construction 
We're expecting to learn new details tonight on a new road construction project that will detour 
drivers along I-275. The $80 million replacement of 13 miles of concrete will get underway in 
early May.  I-275 southbound will be closed first from I-696 to 5 Mile.  In July, it will reopen and 
the northbound lanes will close. There's a hearing underway right now at Davenport University 
in Livonia where MDOT is revealing full details of the plan. 
 
4/13/16 
3:27pm 
Brian Larsen 
Airlines travel with less bumps 
The federal government says more flights are arriving on time and airlines are canceling fewer 
flights, but passengers' complaints are still rising. The Department of Transportation says in 
February Hawaiian Airlines and Alaska Airlines were most likely to be on time. Spirit and 
JetBlue were late most often. The leading 12 airlines canceled just 1.6 percent of their February 
flights, down from 2.6 percent in January and 4.8 percent last February. More than 50 million 
passengers flew during February. 
 
5/1/16 
9:03am 
Jamilah Jackson 
Construction commute Challenge 
With all the upcoming construction finding alternative ways to get to work may be a daily task. 
The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments may have the solution. For the month of May, 
SEM-COG is encouraging employees to find different ways to get to work. The competition 
gives residents the chance to win awesome prizes, save money and improve air quality. 
Alternatives include carpooling and biking to work. The challenge coincides with alternative 
commuting days in May such as Bike to School and Work Day and Casual Commute Day. 
 
5/3/16 
7:21am 
Scott Ryan 
Michigan Roads 
A new report out shows Michigan's freeways and major roads are getting worse.  The Michigan 
Transportation Asset Management Council's 2015 Roads and Bridges report shows 84 percent 
of the roads are in fair or poor condition.  The report looks at more than 52-thousand lane miles 
of paved roads in which the state can receive federal money for repairs. The report says that 
state and local bridges are "holding their own" despite rising costs and revenue challenges. 
 
5/13/16 
4:24pm 
Brian Larsen 
TSA Security Lines  
After growing backlash over extremely long airport security lines, the Transportation Security 
Administration says it's taking steps to alleviate the problems. 
 



5/14/16 
10:49am 
Jamilah Jackson 
Michigan Road Construction 
More Construction is on the way this weekend. The right lane on westbound I-96 between M-52 
and Fowlerville Road will be closed until Monday for concrete pavement patching. The entrance 
ramp from Fowlerville Road to westbound I-96 will also be closed. Drivers are encouraged to 
use the M-52 interchange at Grand River Avenue when the ramp is closed. 
 
5/20/16 
9:02am 
Scott Ryan 
Holiday Road Work Halt  
The Road Commission for Oakland County says that most construction projects will be 
suspended for the long Memorial Day weekend.  Work will stop at three p-m next Friday--and 
resume Tuesday morning, May 31st.  That will enable drivers to travel without construction 
delays, although some M-DOT projects--such as the I-275 closure--will still cause detours. 
 
6/1/16 
10:090am 
Scott Ryan 
Airport Security 
A new government report says that while intruders routinely breach the security fences 
protecting runways and planes at U-S airports, the federal Transportation Security 
Administration is not helping airports keep up with the threat. Congress asked investigators to 
find out how often people get past airport perimeter security, and whether the TSA could do 
more to help airports anticipate and prevent incidents. The answers: Breaches are frequent, and 
the federal agency isn't doing enough. 
 
6/1/16 
11:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
Planet-M 
One of the bigger news items to come out of "Day One" of the Mackinac Policy Conference was 
the reveal of a new marketing campaign to promote the state of Michigan as the center of "next 
generation mobility".  M-DOT Director Kirk Steudle spoke of the effort known as "Planet M"... to 
promote so-called "Self Driving" vehicles. Steudle says the ongoing re-construction of I-275 in 
Western Wayne and Oakland counties is the latest section of roadway to be equipped with so-
called "smart" technology.  
 
6/3/16 
1:03pm 
Terri Lee 
Travel to Canada  
Michigan is getting more than $95,000 to help curb traffic congestion at a tunnel between Detroit 
and Windsor, Ontario.  The money from the U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal 
Highway Administration for the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel is expected to go to technology at the 
border crossing. The grant for Michigan is part of broader funding that's aimed at offering better 
information about wait times for travelers. 
 



6/12/16 
9:01am 
Chrystal Knight 
People Mover construction 
A construction project on the Detroit People Mover starting today -- will shut down service. 
WWJ's Chrystal Knight has more about what's being done and how long the service will be 
down.  
 
6/23/16 
6:16am 
Scott Ryan 
Electric Car Record 
A Swiss motorsport club has smashed the Guinness World Record for acceleration in an electric 
car--going from zero to 60 in just over one-and-a-half seconds.  The car, named Grimsel, was 
built by students in the Academic Motorsports club Zurich--or A-M-Z.  It features carbon fiber 
wheels with hub motors that help generate over 200 horsepower.  Even one-third of the energy 
put out by the car's electric motors is channeled back into the battery during braking. 
 
 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
4/14/16 
Leaders & Innovators: Are You the Next Big Thing? 
WWJ Newsradio 950’s Morning Drive Anchor Roberta Jasina moderates a discussion with 
individuals who are guiding others along their path and those working to become the next big 
thing.  Panelists include: Carolyn Cassin, President and CEO, Michigan Women’s Foundation, 
Jason Murphy, Owner, Russell Street Deli, Zak Pashak, President, Detroit Bikes and Alan 
Sussman, President, The Sussman Agency 
 
6/1-3/16 
Mackinac Policy Conference 
WWJ’s Roberta Jasina and Tom Jordan anchor coverage of the Mackinac Policy Conference 
from Mackinac Island in the morning.  WWJ’s Greg Bowman anchors pm drive from the 
conference that focuses on urban education and entrepreneurship.  
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
4/2/16 
Sheila Clay, president of the Neighborhood Service Organization marking their 60th anniversary 
with a future fundraiser. 
 
4/9/16 
Joann Chavez, co-chair of the Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce discussing their goal 
of broadening the Hispanic business prospects in Detroit. 
 
4/16/16 
Delta Dental and Forgotten Harvest announcing a new partnership, each other’s goals of 
helping families with oral health issues and food insecurity. 
 
4/23/16 
Jim Santilli of the Traffic Improvement Association of Michigan highlighting the dangers of 
distracted driving.  



 
4/30/16 
Oakland County prosecutor Jessica Cooper...as National Crime Victim's Rights Week, as 
county officials honored those people who work on behalf of victims. 
 
5/7/16 
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson on the need for motorcycle riders to get the license 
endorsement and the safety training required.  
 
5/14/16 
Sandy Lamell, president of Letter Carriers Union on the annual food drive held by letter carriers 
discussing the need to keep food pantries stocked at a time of higher than demand. 
 
5/21/16 
John Hill is the volunteer coordinator of the Rick Finley memorial golf tournament June 17 at 
Tanglewood Country Club in South Lyon. Finley was a DEA Agent in Detroit who lost his life in a 
plane crash in 1989 during a drug operation in Peru. The agency's division building in Detroit is 
named in his honor. 
 
5/28/16 
Local law enforcement emphasizing safety for the upcoming summer, the ramifications of 
driving under the influence on alcohol or prescription drugs, providing alcohol to minors, safe 
boating and distracted driving. 
 
6/4/16 
Jonathon Hayman is the CEO and Founder of Peace of Pizza, a non-profit organization he 
created with eight of his high school friends, raising money and going to shelters and soup 
kitchens to feed those who are most in need. 
 
6/11/16 
Rapid Transit Authority chair Paul Hillegonds on a $4.5 billion-dollar master plan for a multi-
faceted system using rapid transit buses, regional rail and commuter shuttles to metro Detroit, 
with most of the plan to be in gear five years from now, should voters in November approve. 
 
6/18/16 
Hakeem Weatherspoon and other Denby students came up with the idea of creating a new park 
with basketball courts and other attractions where a vacant lot sits next to the school. Chris 
lambert of Life Remodeled, local companies and other volunteers are putting the muscle to the 
vision. 
 
6/25/16 
Gleaners Foodbank CEO Gerry Brisson on the annual effort to raise funds to deliver 2 million 
meals to families of schoolkids who depend on school lunch programs but go without during the 
summer 
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
4/1/16 
Autism.  
New research from the Cleveland Clinic finds that eye gaze tracking technology can help 
diagnose autism.  
 
 
 



4/4/16 
Baseball injuries.  
Henry Ford Sports Medicine offers a baseball program for young players to help them avoid 
injuries. 
 
4/5/16 
Gambling.  
The warning signs of a gambling addiction. 
 
4/6/16 
Organ donation.  
A Michigan teenager is using his art work to raise awareness about organ donation. 
 
4/7/16 
Hearing loss.  
How your health can contribute to hearing loss! 
 
4/8/16 
Aging and your feet.  
How your feet change as you get older! 
 
4/11/16 
Breast cancer.  
A new treatment option for some women with breast cancer. 
 
4/12/16 
The terrible twos.  
Does this early behavior have any effect on a child's future? 
 
4/13/16 
A healthy diet.  
Tips for getting your kids to eat a healthy diet. 
 
4/14/16 
Oral Cancer.  
Ways to prevent oral cancer. 
 
4/15/16 
Sleep apnea.  
The number of times you visit the bathroom during the night could be a sign you have sleep 
apnea. 
 
4/18/16 
Brain health.  
Another reason to hit the gym. Exercise can boost your brain power. 
 
4/19/16 
Toddlers and sweets.  
A University of Michigan study looks at toddlers who eat sweets and future weight gain. 
 
4/20/16 
Coloring.  
Why coloring can be good for your health. 
 
 



4/21/16  
Baseball.  
How to get your child ready for baseball season! 
 
4/22/16 
Burn more calories.  
Simple ways to burn more calories during the day. 
 
4/25/16 
Good deeds.  
Doing good deeds is good for your health. 
 
4/26/16 
Sleep.  
Can you make up for lost sleep? 
 
4/27/16 
Colors and eating.  
The color of your plate can affect your diet. 
 
4/28/16 
Eye twitches.  
An eye expert offers advice for a twitching eye. 
 
4/29/16 
Epilepsy.  
How personalized medicine is helping some people with epilepsy. 
 
5/2/16 
The Alkaline Diet.  
Some celebrities are following this diet fad. A health expert weighs in.  
 
5/3/16 
Epilepsy surgery.  
A minimally invasive procedure is helping to stop seizures in some people. 
 
5/4/16 
Gap year.  
Malia Obama, the eldest Obama daughter, is taking a year off between high school and 
Harvard. It's called a gap year. Is this something your child should consider? 
 
5/5/16 
The Biggest Loser.  
A study in Obesity looks at why contestants of the show gain their weight back. 
 
5/6/16 
Sports fans.  
Being a die-hard sports fan can affect your health. 
 
5/9/16 
Hand washing.  
The CDC says not all doctors and nurses are washing their hands before examining patients. 
 
 
 



5/10/16 
Mosquito borne viruses.  
The state health department will begin doing testing to help in the diagnosis of three mosquito 
borne viruses. 
 
5/11/16  
Social anxiety.  
Could performing random acts of kindness help relate social anxiety? 
 
5/12/16  
Epilepsy.  
How personalized medicine is helping some people with epilepsy. 
 
5/13/16  
Fear and obesity.  
A University of Michigan study finds a fear of violence can lead to weight problems for some 
young women. 
 
5/16/16  
Pancreatic cancer.  
What you need to know about one of the deadliest cancers. 
 
5/17/16  
Prescription medicine.  
Do you have any leftover prescription pain medicine in your house? Many parents do according 
to a national poll...and that can be dangerous. 
 
5/18/16  
Technology and addiction.  
Some families are more prone to being addicted to technology. 
 
5/19/16  
Friends with an ex.  
New research from Oakland University looks into the reasons some people stay friends with an 
ex. 
 
5/20/16 
Wearable technology.  
A small wearable device may one day help treat a number of health problems thanks to some 
research from Michigan State University. 
 
5/23/16  
Food labels.  
Natural foods seem like the best way to go when you're trying to eat healthy. But some experts 
say beware...sometimes the foods labeled "natural" can be misleading. 
 
5/24/16  
Meditation and back pain.  
Meditation may help relieve back pain. 
 
5/25/16  
Work stress.  
Stress is a leading cause for missed work. 
 
 



5/26/16  
Ticks.  
What you need to know about ticks in Michigan. 
 
5/27/16  
Type-2 diabetes.  
The American Diabetes Association is including bariatric surgery as a treatment option for 
people who have type two diabetes. 
 
5/30/16  
Asthma.  
A new survey looks at the worst cities to live in for asthma. 
 
5/31/16  
Pain meds.  
What to do with leftover medication. 
 
6/1/16  
Energy.  
How to have more energy during the day. 
 
6/2/16  
Sunscreen.  
Does the sunscreen in your make-up provide enough protection? 
 
6/3/16  
Weight control.  
How to stop the pounds you lose from creeping back on! 
 
6/6/16  
Seizures.  
A medical device is helping stop seizures before they start. 
 
6/7/16  
Opioid abuse.  
Prescription opioid abuse and heroin use are serious health problems in this country. 
 
6/8/16  
Carpal tunnel syndrome.  
A study finds that acupuncture may provide relief from carpal tunnel. 
 
6/9/16  
Dry needling.  
A procedure called dry needling may help relieve muscle pain. 
 
6/10/16  
Makeup brushes.  
How often should you clean your makeup brush? 
 
6/13/16  
Men's health.  
Why men need to pay attention to their health. 
 
 
 



6/14/16  
Gap year.  
Malia Obama, the eldest Obama daughter, is taking a year off between high school and 
Harvard. It's called a gap year. Is this something your child should consider? 
 
6/15/16  
Heart surgery.  
St. John Hospital is part of a study on a new type of heart valve replacement. 
 
6/16/16  
3-D technology.  
How 3-D video games can affect your child's vision. 
 
6/17/16  
Driving for cancer.  
The American Cancer Society is looking for drivers. 
 
6/20/16  
Stress relief.  
Some people are getting relaxation from an ancient massage. 
 
6/21/16  
Pregnancy.  
A healthy pregnancy can’t be judged by a belly. 
 
6/22/16  
Muscle pain relief.  
Can dry needling help with muscle pain? 
 
6/23/16  
Coloring.  
Why coloring can be good for your health. 
 
6/24/16  
Heart valve replacement.  
A local hospital is part of a study on a new treatment for heart valve problems. 
 
6/27/16  
Cancer patients.  
The American Cancer Society is looking for volunteer drivers. 
 
6/28/16  
HIV testing.  
The importance of HIV testing. 
 
6/29/16  
Cataracts.  
June is Cataract Awareness Month. 
 
6/30/16  
Teenagers and sleep.  
Should parents let teens sleep in during the summer? 
 
 
 



Made in Michigan 
 
4/6/16 
Ellis Island Iced Tea 
Detroit woman sells sweet tea using her grandfather's secret recipe that was only to "sold and 
not told." 
 
4/13/16 
Cabaret 313 
Local cabaret company brings an art form started in Europe to Detroit with shows at revolving 
city venues. 
 
4/20/16 
Dr. Watson's Foot Remedy 
Detroit area podiatrist invents remedy to clean feet without water and is branching out into 
waterless full body wipes. 
 
4/27/16 
Immerman Cake 
Jeff Immerman returns home from New York to make and sells his mother's recipe coffee cake 
reborn as organic. 
 
5/4/16 
J and G Pallets  
Jakes Dees begins building wood pallets in his Detroit backyard and now owns factories making 
the pallets for sale to companies in-state and out. 
 
5/11/16 
Sweet Potato Sensations 
Espy Thomas runs the bakery started by her parents in Detroit, selling pies, cheesecake, 
cupcakes and a lot more made from sweet potatoes at local markets and restaurants. 
 
5/18/16 
Detroit Farm and Garden 
Brian Allnut starts garden supply business in Detroit after local landscapers find they can't get 
any supplies in the city. 
 
5/25/16 
Detroit Vegan Soul 
Detroit woman opens restaurant making plant-based food from scratch for Vegans who like soul 
food. 
 
6/1/16 
Turkey Grill 
George Lilles corners the market on all kinds of turkey products...including smoked legs, 
sausage and tails, using recipes plucked from the south. 
 
6/8/16 
Vernor's Ginger Ale 
The world's oldest pop celebrates a birthday, 150 years after its invention around the Civil War 
by a Detroit pharmacist. 
 
6/15/16 
Brillo  
Company makes all it's 250 million sponges a year at two plants in Walled Lake. 



 
6/22/16 
Cafe Con Leche 
Barcelona man meets and marries a Detroit woman and they open a cafe in the city, now selling 
beans roasted in Detroit. 
 
 
Making the Grade 
 
4/5/16 
Filling Teacher Job Vacancies in the Classroom.   
Barbara Jones, Eastern Michigan University. EMU hosting a teacher job fair. Says they need 
Special Ed, Science, Language, even Social Studies.  143 schools taking part, including 63 in 
Michigan.  More teachers are retiring and others switching careers, leading to increase in 
demand for new teachers. 
 
4/7/16 
Student Finances and Financial Literacy.   
Amy Person.  Extra Credit Union in Warren. Working with Millennials and Gen-Xers learn how to 
obtain credit, how loans work, and how financial situations and debt can impact their lives when 
they apply for car loan or mortgage. 
 
4/12/16 
Avondale High School & Fringe Festival.   
Ed Guay, Avondale High School Theater Director. School chosen to participate in prestigious 
“Fringe Festival” in Scotland this summer.  Only school in Michigan to receive that honor.  
Juniors Megan Gwylt and Cheyenne Westover say it’s a real honor to be invited.  
 
4/14/16 
EMU Digital Divas.   
Eastern Michigan University Technology Management Professor Pamela Becker. EMU is 
hosting the Digital Divas conference, aimed at getting more young women interested in the 
STEM fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  
 
4/19/16 
Macomb Community College Job Fair.   
Bob Pincala, Director of Career Services at EMU.  They have 243 employers, from public and 
private sector, to help connect graduates, students, and others with jobs. 
 
4/21/16 
Utica Virtual Reality Classroom.   
Utica Community Schools Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns.  District has just opened its “Z-
Space Virtual Reality Labs” at four elementary schools.  The classrooms give kids hands-on 
experience with the latest technology, preparing them for the tech jobs of the future.  Johns says 
this is the same technology being used in Medical Schools. Utica is first district in the state and 
one of only a handful in the country to have these virtual reality labs. 
 
4/26/16 
Playworks.  
Using play to help make schools, kids and communities stronger.   Angela Rogensue, Director 
of Playworks Michigan.   The program goes into schools and sets up a safe play area for the 
kids. It also teaches kids how to resolve conflicts peacefully by using games like rock, paper, 
scissors. 
 
 



4/28/16 
Loose Change.   
Two schools that are traditional rivals have teamed up to help build a school in Kenya.   
Cranbrook School Junior Emily Ponacle, one of those who started the Loose Change Challenge 
with Detroit Country Day following a mission trip to Kenya.  Follow Cranbrook Student Claire 
Brophy was also anxious to be part of the project.  Country Day student Lauren Boos also saw 
the need after meeting the kids in Africa.  She says the students there have to go to school in a 
building with a dirt floor and no roof.  
 
5/3/16 
Macomb Teacher of the Year.   
Lauren Crotty teaches Government and Economics at Warren Fitzgerald High School.  She’s 
been named Macomb County Teacher of the Year by the Macomb Intermediate School District.  
Loves her job. Can’t imagine doing anything else. 
 
5/5/16 
Two students from Detroit’s University Prep High School are making history.   
Tiera Colvin and Tamara Morrison are the first black female team to win the Urban Debate 
League’s National Championship in San Francisco.  They plan to mentor other young women so 
that others will follow in their footsteps.  
 
5/10/16 
Giving kids from the inner city a chance to go to summer camp.  
Detroit Public Schools Interim Superintendent Alycia Merriweather.  She says the DPS Camp 
Burt Shirley in Gregory, Michigan gives students a chance to learn in a fun environment.  And 
she says it provides the opportunity for many children who may not have been able to attend 
summer camp otherwise.  This camp is free for DPS students. 
 
5/12/16 
River Fest.  
Giving students a chance to learn firsthand about our most precious resource: Clean Water.  
Tricia Blucharski from Friends of the Detroit River, which hosted more than 900 DPS students at 
the Detroit River Water Festival at Belle Isle.  Jayla Ford is an 8th grader at Ludington Middle 
School and says we all need clean water to live. 
 
5/17/16 
Local Presidential Scholar.   
Daniel Matthew is a senior at Henry Ford II High School in the Utica Community Schools.  He is 
one of only 160 students across the country to be named a U.S. Presidential Scholar.  He will 
be attending Northwestern University next fall and plans to pursue a career in medicine. 
 
5/19/16 
Special Needs Students.   
Vaneta King from Michigan Rehabilitation Services.  They have teamed up with Southfield 
Schools for their award-winning School to Work Program, now in its tenth year.  They work with 
students with learning challenges to make sure they are successful in going to college or finding 
a job. 
 
5/24/16 
Detroit Public Schools Mock Election.    
Western International High School Junior Ellie Escobar is coordinating the election at 22 
schools across the district to give students a chance to experience what voting is like and what 
choices they will face.  Many of the students will be 18 and able to vote in the November 
Presidential Election.  But she says unfortunately, many of those students don’t plan to vote or 
are not interested.  



 
5/26/16 
Midnight Basketball and Boxing.   
Ken Brown, Director of the Osborne Center on Detroit’s East Side.  He says the Matrix Human 
Services Program has kept kids off the streets and out of trouble by giving them something 
positive to do.  For those not into sports, Brown says they also offer acting, music, arts, and 
other programs.  He says it has already resulted in a 20 per cent reduction in violent crimes in 
the area. 
 
6/7/16 
Local School Superintendent named one of Michigan’s 100 most influential women by 
Crain’s Detroit Business.   
Utica Community Schools Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns says she is honored and humbled 
by the honor.   Johns notes that 80 per cent of the education profession is female but only 20 
per cent is in administration. She hopes to mentor and encourage other young women to go into 
those professions. 
 
6/9/16 
Rising costs of college education.  
Incoming Eastern Michigan University President Jim Smith says he is concerned about those 
increasing costs, and that’s why the school has been working to keep tuition as low as possible.  
And he says making sure EMU receives adequate funding will be one of his top challenges. 
 
6/14/16 
Connected Automotive Technology.   
Carl Klimek, Executive Director of Square One Education Network.  They are taking a team of 
students and teachers to the Intelligent Transportation System’s Conference in San Jose, 
California.  Logan Hartman, who just graduated from Clinton High School, is attending the 
conference.  He is excited to be working on “Smart” auto technology, which he says can save 
lives and improve transportation systems. 
 
6/16/16 
Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarships.   
Regina High School Grad Jamilla Essek of Sterling Heights.  She is one of 100 Michigan 
Students sharing 114 thousand dollars in scholarships from NBC Universal Comcast.  The 
students receive one thousand dollars.  Jamilla was awarded six thousand. 
 
6/23/16 
Free Summer Lunch.   
Jacqueline Robinson, Southfield Public Schools.  District offering free summer lunch programs 
for students at two schools.  She says many students rely on school lunch and breakfast 
programs during school year.  And they want to make sure the kids don’t go hungry during the 
summer months.  
 
6/28/16 
Bringing Hope to Help homeless teens.    
Lena Juratli, who just graduated from Bloomfield Hills International Academy. She started a 
volunteer program called “Hope Bring Help” to put an end to homelessness in America.  Juratli 
says most of these kids are sleeping on the streets and are not attending schools.   They have 
delivered more than 11 thousand “Care Packages” to homeless teens.  
 
 
 
 
 



Car Chronicles 
 
4/1/16 
We test drive the Jeep Cherokee 
 
4/4/16 
Not everybody is going along with the hype surrounding the launch of the Tesla Model 3.  We 
talk to Autoweek Editor Wes Raynal. 
 
4/5/16 
Why is Ford opening a small car plant in Mexico?  We talk with Mike Jackson, who's an analyst 
with IHS. 
 
4/6/16 
How can the auto industry best attract new talent?  Brose CEO Mike Brasseau tells us they 
need to start recruiting at elementary schools.  
 
4/7/16 
Chrysler prepares for launch of its new Pacifica minivan.  We talk about it with Chrysler brand 
CEO Tim Kuniskis. 
 
4/8/16 
We test drive the Mazda CX-5 
 
4/11/16 
We talk with retiring GM design chief Ed Welburn about his legacy and his future plans. 
 
4/12/16 
What's the best way to deal with cybersecurity in cars?  We discuss it with deputy attorney 
general John Carlin. 
 
4/13/16 
Toyota shows off the I-road, an interesting mobility concept.  We talk with Toyota engineer 
Christopher Gregg.  
 
4/14/16 
A new version of the A4 is very important to Audi.  We talk with product planner Barry Hoke 
 
4/15/16 
We test drive the Lexus ES. 
 
4/18/16 
We visit the M-City automated car testing facility, and talk about it with Carrie Morton, the 
facility's deputy director. 
 
4/19/16 
What does Volkswagen need to do to make things right for its customers?  We talk with Michelle 
Krebs, an analyst with Autotrader.com. 
 
4/20/16 
Honda North America VP John Mendel sees car and truck sales remaining strong. 
 
4/21/16 
Honda outlines a new electrification strategy.  We hear from Vice President John Mendel. 
 

http://autotrader.com/


4/22/16 
We test drive the Hyundai Elantra. 
 
4/25/16 
Ford rolls out its new Sync 3 system.  We get a demonstration from developer Kenneth 
Williams. 
 
4/26/16 
Are regulations holding back carmakers?  We hear from Fiat Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne.  
 
4/27/16 
Ford is making a big investment in two plants.  We talk with President of the Americas Joe 
Hinrichs. 
 
4/28/16 
We talk with Ford Chief Financial Officer Bob Shanks about the company's first quarter profit. 
 
4/29/16 
We test drive the Chevrolet Camaro convertible. 
 
5/2/16 
Auto suppliers meet with state lawmakers.  We talk with Glenn Stevens of Michauto. 
 
5/3/16 
What's behind the April car sales numbers.  We talk with Jeff Schuster of LMC Automotive. 
 
5/4/16 
Volkswagen sales may not be as bad as they look.  Eric Lyman of truecar.com talks to us about 
it. 
 
5/5/16 
Ford shows off the world’s first portable wind tunnel.  We talk to supervisor Bill Gaulker 
 
5/6/16 
We test drive Kia's K-900 
 
5/9/16 
Fiat Chrysler will be moving products at several plants.  We talk with CEO Sergio Marchionne. 
 
5/10/16 
The steel industry shows off its new products.  We discuss with Steel Market Development 
Institute Vice President Jodi Hall. 
 
5/11/16 
A new study says the auto industry needs to do more to promote women.  We discuss that with 
Randy Miller of EY Automotive. 
 
5/12/16 
Are brand new cars really dependable?  We discuss that with Consumer Reporters chief auto 
tester Jake Fisher. 
 
5/13/16 
We test drive the Buick Cascada 
 
 

http://truecar.com/


5/16/16 
GM improves and Nissan falls in an annual study of suppliers relations with auto companies.  
We talk with the study's author, John Henke, of Planning Perspectives. 
 
5/17/16 
More cars will be using 48 volt electrical systems.  We discuss the issue with Mary Gustanski, 
VP of engineering at auto supplier Delphi. 
 
5/18/16 
Car companies find new ways to make their vehicles lighter and more fuel efficient.  Charlie 
Klein, who heads GM's lightweighting program, discusses what they are doing. 
 
5/19/16 
Ford is helping relief agencies in Gambia.  We talk about the reasons for that with research 
analyst Arthur Zysk.  
 
5/20/16 
We test drive the diesel version of the GMC Canyon. 
 
5/23/16 
Ford launches a new Escape.  We talk with brand manager Kevin Shad. 
 
5/24/16 
How safe are muscle cars?  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety President Adrian Lund talks 
about some new crash tests. 
 
5/25/16 
There are a lot of good deals this Memorial Day weekend.  We talk about them with Kelley Blue 
Book analyst Karl Brauer. 
 
5/26/16 
Classic car collecting is hotter than ever.  We talk with Ken Lingenfelter, who has a personal 
collection of 250 vehicles. 
 
5/27/16 
We test drive the Jaguar XF 
 
5/30/16 
Car dealers are spending more time educating customers about the growing amount of 
technology in new vehicles.  We discuss with Bob Wheat, General Manager at Village Ford in 
Dearborn, MI. 
 
5/31/16 
Nissan's GTR supercar gets and upgrade.  We talk with Nissan product planner Bob Munson. 
 
6/1/16 
Car sales sputter in June.  Has the industry peaked?  We discuss with Autotrader.com analyst 
Michelle Krebs 
 
6/2/16 
Fiat Chrysler invites people to bring their classics to the company's Auburn Hills HQ.  We talk 
about "Cars and Coffee" with chief Jeep designer Jeff Hamood. 
 
6/3/16 
We test drive the Ford Escape 

http://autotrader.com/


 
6/6/16 
Bosh shows off some automation technology.  We discuss it with marketing exec Frank 
Sgambati. 
 
6/7/16 
GM CEO Mary Barra says, for now, any automated vehicle will still have a steering wheel and 
pedals. 
 
6/8/16 
Chevy takes an aggressive stance in its latest round of TV ads.  We talk with truck marketing 
manager Sandor Piszar. 
 
6/9/16 
Cars R Stars is an important summer auto show.  We talk with organizer Tom Mitchell. 
 
6/10/16 
We test drive the Chevy Cruze. 
 
6/13/16 
It's the biggest auto conference of the summer--The Management Briefing Seminars.  We talk 
about it with Center for Auto Research President Jay Baron. 
 
6/14/16 
Eyes on Design is a car show that focuses on classic designs.  We visit with the owners of 
some of the classic vehicles.  
 
6/15/16 
Bosch prepares to open a new research center in Pittsburgh.  We talk with the center's director, 
Chris Martin. 
 
6/17/16 
We test drive the diesel version of the Range Rover.  
 
6/20/16 
Hyundai has some big electrification plans.  We talk with North America CEO Dave Zuuchowski 
 
6/21/16 
A third category in the North American Car and Truck of the Year awards--Utility.  We talk with 
awards committee President Mark Phelan. 
 
6/22/16 
JD Power puts Kia at the top in its Initial Quality Study.  We talk with Vice President of auto 
Renee Stevens. 
 
6/23/16 
We hear from Michigan Governor Rick Snyder and transportation secretary Kirk Steidle about 
new experiments in connected driving. 
 
6/24/16 
We test drive the Cadillac CT6 
 
6/27/16 
We talk with long time supercar designer and entrepreneur Henrich Fisker about his latest 
projects.  



 
6/28/16 
Lincoln has a new Valet Service program for customers who need to have their car worked on.  
We talk with Lincoln sales chief Andrew Frick. 
 
6/29/16 
What's the impact of Volkswagen's big settlement on other carmakers?  We talk with Kelley 
Blue Book analyst Rebecca Lindland. 
 
6/30/16 
What does the second half of the year hold for the auto industry.  We talk about it with Mark 
Wakefield who leads the automotive practice at AlixPartners. 
 

 


