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1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement: 

Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  
Courts.  Prison facilities.   

 
2.  Education: 

Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 
and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3.  Environment/Energy: 

Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the Great 
Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 

  
4.  Health and Medicine: 

Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability and 
access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections: 

Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  
Public participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security: 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack. Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.   Labor/Workforce: 

Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.   Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 
preparation.   Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.   Retirees. 

 
8.  Race Relations: 

Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 
segregation.   

 
9.  Regional Revitalization:   

Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 
facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10.   Transportation/Logistics:  

Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 
technologies for cars. 

 
 

 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
 

Staying in Touch  
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, 9:53pm. Each report runs one minute. 
Ron Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region. (see topics 
attached)  
 
Your Eye on Health  
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm, 6:53pm, Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all things 
health including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a healthy 
lifestyle. (see topics attached)  
 
Made in Michigan  
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9;52am 4:53pm. One 
minute in length. Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy while 
trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has. (see topics attached)  
 
What’s Hot Around Town  
Airs Thursday and Friday 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturday at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm, 3:23pm. Each report runs one minute. Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade  
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm. Each report runs one minute. Greg Bowman highlights innovations, 
achievements and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and 
administrators.  
 
Education Today  
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:5:42pm, 9:52pm, 3:22am, Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight  
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, 11:53am. Each report runs one minute. John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future.  
 
Car Chronicles  
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, 6:53 pm. Each report runs one minute. Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers. (see topics attached)  
 
The Feldman Report  
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, 9:53pm. Each report runs one minute. 
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 

 
 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
7/1/16 
6:07am 
Sandra McNeill 
Operation Blue Light in Macomb County 
Three communities in Macomb County are teaming up this July 4th for Operation Blue Light.  
Officers in Sterling Heights, Utica and Shelby Township are taking aim at aggressive, reckless 
and distracted drivers, along with speeders.  The hot spot will be Hall Road and Schoenherr, the 
third word intersection for crashes in the county.  The enforcement runs through the 4th. 
 
7/6/16 
4:24pm 
Zahra Huber 
MSP Warning to Drivers 
Michigan State Police warning people to be careful what they throw out their cars -- especially in 
this dry weather. First Lt. Mike Shaw says they've been seeing a lot of brush and grass fires 
along the freeway -- including one yesterday in Macomb County that went a couple miles before 
it was finally put out.  Shaw says on top of the dangers it poses, throwing things out of your car 
could cost you a littering fine. 
 
7/8/16 
8:30am 
Roberta Jasina and Tom Jordan 
Detroit Police React to Dallas Police Shootings 
Detroit Police Assistant Chief Steve Dolunt talks live with WWJ’s Roberta Jasina and Tom 
Jordan about the five police officers shot and killed in Dallas.  Dolunt says Detroit cops are on 
high alert.  
 
7/11/16 
6:07am 
Dave Ramos 
Detroit Police Threats and Racist Comments? 
Detroit police have arrested four people, after they allegedly made online threats against law 
enforcement. One social media post reportedly urged people to "kill all white cops" - another 
allegedly featured photos and videos of the siege in Dallas with the caption "this needs to 
happen more often." Two of them men have been released for now--the other two are in 
custody.  Meantime D-P-D looking into one of their OWN, accused of making racist comments 
on Facebook about Black Lives Matter protesters in the city.  Detroit Police Detective Nate 
Weekely is accused of suggesting that protesters and their supporters are terrorists. Chief 
James Craig says an investigation has been launched. 
 
7/11/16 
1:04pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Police Officer Demoted After Racist Comment 
A white Detroit police detective has been demoted after calling the Black Lives Matter 
movement "racists" and "terrorists."  Detroit police Chief James Craig told reporters today that 
now-former detective Nate Weekley has been demoted to officer during an internal 
investigation.  Craig says Weekley's comments can undermine efforts at maintaining good 
relations with the public. 



7/11/16 
6:20pm 
Newsroom 
Bailiffs Shot in Berrien County Courthouse 
Two bailiffs at the Berrien County courthouse in southwest Michigan are shot and killed by an 
inmate who was attempting to escape.  We took the news conference live for the latest 
information.   
 
7/16/16 
2:34pm 
Zahra Huber 
State Police Helping at RNC in Cleveland 
The Secret Service is working around the clock to get ready for the Republican National 
Convention. The FBI is looking at domestic and foreign threats. It has found no direct threat 
from any group targeting the convention, but the Homeland Security secretary says he's still 
concerned. Meantime, Michigan State Police First Lt. Michael Shaw says more than 100 
troopers will be in Cleveland to provide security and crowd management, as well as motorcycle 
officers for vehicle escorts and motorcades. 
 
7/17/16 
6:30pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Funeral Arrangements for Cop Killed at Protest 
Funeral arrangements are planned for the Redford Township officer among five killed during the 
Black Lives Matter protest in Dallas.  Visitation for 40-year-old Michael Krol will be held 
tomorrow from 3 to 8 p.m. at Harry Will Funeral Home on Plymouth Road. A funeral will be held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday inside St. Robert Bellarmine Church on West Chicago.  
 
7/17/16 
7:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
A Call for Calm After Cops Shot 
Michigan State Police are asking their troopers to remain vigilant following today's police 
shooting in Baton Rouge, along with the Dallas incident that claimed five officers' lives a week 
and a half ago. First Lieutenant Michael Shaw says the community needs to stop the violence in 
our streets against police -- adding that hate and violence are not the answer to any problem. 
 
8/1/16 
5:03pm 
Jon Hewett 
Jogger Shot in Oakland County 
Michigan State Police and the FBI are working to find whoever shot 31-year-old Alexandra 
Brueger in northern Oakland County.  Brueger was jogging when she was shot four times.  
Police say a car was seen in the area around the time of the shooting. 
 



8/2/16 
7:12am 
Jim Matthews 
Special Guest at National Night Out Event 
U-S Attorney General Loretta Lynch will spend the next two days in Detroit.  Her visit includes a 
forum at Wayne State University tomorrow that will focus on police-community relations--the first 
in a series of nationwide Justice Forums seeking solutions to violence across the country, 
especially incidents targeting police.  Tonight, Lynch will speak at an event hosted by the 6th 
and 8th Detroit police precincts to mark National Night Out-- an effort to strengthen the ties 
between police and citizens. 
 
8/6/16 
5:33pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Search for Woman in Oxford 
Oakland County Sheriff's deputies are searching for a missing woman they believe is in danger. 
63-year-old Theresa Adams suffers from Schizoaffective Disorder -- they believe she walked 
away from the Deerwood Manor Group Home in Oxford Township Friday morning. Investigators 
say she had not been checked on for 30 minutes. 
 
8/17/16 
5:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Reward Offered in Jogger's Death 
Authorities are offering a $5-thousand reward for information leading to an arrest in the shooting 
death of a jogger in Rose Township.  31-year-old Alexandra Brueger was shot multiple times 
while jogging on Fish Lake Road on the afternoon of July 30th. A statement from Michigan State 
Police says investigators have received more than 50 tips, but are continuing to seek 
information -- they urge people to contact police with whatever they may know about the case. 
Tips can be reported at 1-855-MICH-TIP. 
 
9/21/16 
11:03am 
Jackie Paige 
Four Children Killed in Dearborn Heights 
Live on WWJ, Dearborn Heights police update reporters and the public on a shooting in which 
four kids were killed.  Gregory Green was arrested after shooting two kids and using fumes from 
his car to kill two others.  There is no public threat.  
 
9/23/16 
12:35pm 
Jackie Paige 
Mayor, Police Chief Talk about Police Officer’s Death 
Live on WWJ, Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan and Police Chief James Craig talk about Sgt. Ken 
Steil who died after being shot. Both describe Steil as a super hero.   
 
9/29/16 
6:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Police Conduct Disaster Drill 
Detroit police are hosting a mock disaster drill at Cobo Hall today.  Federal, state, and local first 
responders will test their strategic and tactical capabilities.  Jefferson Avenue will be shut down 
between Griswold and Washington until 4:00 this afternoon. 
 



EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
7/5/16 
6:13pm 
Brian Larsen 
Governor To Appeal Ruling on Teacher Paychecks 
Governor Snyder is expected to appeal a court's ruling that orders the return of $550 million 
withheld from Michigan teachers' paychecks for retiree health care. Public school employees 
had 3 percent of their pay deducted for about two years under a 2010 law. That law was 
declared unconstitutional -- and Snyder signed a new one in 2012 that's been upheld by the 
Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
7/14/16 
9:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Drug Tests for Athletes 
Athletes at a high school in southwestern Michigan must agree to random drug tests to play 
sports. The school board in Watervliet approved the policy this week. Superintendent Kevin 
Schooley says playing sports is a privilege. School board member Bill Spaulding says the drug-
testing policy is a "valuable deterrent." 
 
7/15/16 
5:14am 
Scott Ryan 
New Reports Focuses on Degrees 
Nearly two-thirds of students who enroll in Michigan universities earn a degree within six years, 
according to a state report. Just 36 percent graduate within four years. The success rate for 
students at community colleges is lower. About 35 percent earn a two-year degree or a transfer 
to a four-year institution within six years of enrollment. The figures were reported for the first 
time this week using what officials say is a better methodology. 
 
7/18/16 
12:13pm 
Scott Ryan 
New Education Accountability System 
State education leaders are poised to launch a new accountability system that includes letter 
grades for schools and districts.  Currently, Michigan uses a color-coded system.  The letter-
grade system, already in use in a dozen states, will begin in the 2017-18 school year.  Test 
scores, score improvements, attendance and graduation rates are all factored in.  The Free 
Press says the state would intervene at schools that get a "D" or an "F." 
 
8/9/16 
6:11pm 
Tim Skubick 
Superintendent Discusses School Funding 
The state school superintendent is asking lawmakers to enact some of the funding proposals 
recently released on the spending gap between rich and poor school districts.  Brian Whiston 
says pouring money into the current way of doing things won't work.  He wants a better system 
including a longer school year, more professional development for educators and more attention 
to children in poverty. 
 
 
 
 



8/10/16 
2:23pm 
Newsroom 
New Administrator for Detroit Schools 
The superintendent of the Huron Valley School District in Oakland County is leaving to take a 
job with Detroit Public Schools.  James Baker was named Deputy Superintendent of Human 
Resources yesterday.  He will be responsible for hiring and keeping certified teachers in Detroit. 
Baker was with the Huron Valley District for seven years.   
 
8/30/16 
8:13am 
Ron Dewey 
Gearing up for New School Year 
Like other public school districts, Farmington Schools are preparing for the first day of class with 
fewer students and less funding, yet finding ways to provide a quality education.  Farmington 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Geroge Heitsch says the state's push for Schools Of Choice puts 
districts like his between a rock and a hard place. 
 
8/31/16 
6:06pm 
Brian Larsen 
DPS Inspector General Outlines Report 
A new report from the Detroit Public Schools Inspector General outlines various investigations 
and misconduct within the district.   One of the big investigations involved the nearly three-
million-dollar bribery and kickback scheme that involved vendor Norman Shy and several 
principals.  Other investigations resulted in one employee being fired after falsifying overtime to 
the tune of 59-thousand dollars and the recovery of technology equipment that was taken by a 
former district worker. 
 
9/1/16 
10:03am 
Zahra Huber 
List of Failing Schools Released 
Over 120 Michigan schools are failing when it comes to their performance. That's according to a 
report released this morning by the the State School Reform Office. Spokesman Caleb Buhs 
says out of the 124 -- 47 are in the Detroit Public Schools Community District.  Buhs says the 
schools on the list will have to present a reform plan to their office. Schools that are on the low-
performing list for several years could be forced to close. 
 
9/6/16 
4:22pm 
Greg Bowman 
First Day of School 
Increasing the number of kids taking computer science classes, starting as early as 
kindergarten.  That's the goal of one of the new initiatives in the Utica Community Schools, 
according to Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns. Johns visited a number of schools on this first 
day of the new school year, which she says is always special and helps to renew and recharge 
educators as they welcome a new group of kids. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9/7/16 
11:06am 
Vickie Thomas 
Crowded Classrooms in Some Schools 
How many kids to a classroom?  One Cass Tech teacher says she has 44 students.  Detroit  
Public Schools Community District interim superintendent Alycia Meriweather says that is NOT 
the district's goal and they hope to level out some of those larger classes. Meriweather notes 
that when she taught school, she encountered class sizes of 38 to 45 students. 
 
9/29/16 
12:22pm 
Terri Lee 
MSU Sex Misconduct Complaints 
Michigan State University says its Office for Institutional Equity received more than 450 
relationship violence and sexual misconduct complaints during the last academic year.  The 
office and the Title IX Office released the school's first such report on complaints, findings and 
investigations today. The Office for Institutional Equity was created in 2015 and handles 
discrimination and sexual assault investigations. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
7/3/16 
6:41am 
Ron Dewey 
Utility Pushes Businesses to Be More Energy Efficient 
D-T-E Energy encouraging more businesses to become more energy efficient. The utility 
ramping up incentive programs aimed at restaurants that will save them money in the long run--
which in turn, says DTE Vice President Ken Randazzo, buys the power company more time 
before they build new energy plants of their own. 
 
7/7/16 
12:06am 
Tawana Holly 
Ruling for Smart Meters 
The Michigan appeals court has upheld a 2013 decision by state regulators to allow Consumers 
Energy to roll out high-tech meters.  The attorney general's office had challenged the utility's 
ability to recover the costs of the so-called smart meters. But in a 2-1 decision this week, the 
appeals court says state regulators relied on sufficient evidence supplied by the company.  
Smart meters allow utilities to track electricity consumption without sending someone to each 
home. 
 
7/11/16 
6:06 
Dave Ramos 
Power Returning to Thousands 
D-T-E Energy crews have nearly completed re-connecting customers to the electrical grid-- the 
latest from the utility has only about 150 customers still in the dark as of this morning. Nearly 
120-THOUSAND were off-line after a one-two punch of storms hit the area late last week.  A 16-
year old Taylor boy was killed Friday night after coming into contact with a downed electrical line 
near his family's yard. 
 
 
 



7/19/16 
6:14am 
Scott Ryan 
Locking in Propane Prices 
State officials say Michigan residents who heat their homes with propane should lock in prices 
now instead of waiting until it gets cold. Executive Director Valerie Brader of the Michigan 
Agency for Energy says signing contracts early can produce significant savings for customers. 
About eight percent of Michigan households use propane as their primary heating fuel. Michigan 
has more residential propane customers than any other state. 
 
7/24/16 
9:07pm 
Tawana Holly 
Avoiding Invasive Species 
State agencies have developed a video that offers tips on how to avoid spreading invasive 
species.  A biologist with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources says frequent travel 
and visiting high-traffic areas make it more likely that you'll have contact with invasive plants, 
animals and insects. Many of them out-compete native species for food and living space, 
causing big environmental and economic problems. 
 
8/9/16 
5:14am 
Newsroom 
Comments Taken on Pipeline Plan 
State officials are taking public comments on a plan by Enbridge Energy Partners to install 
additional supports for its twin oil pipelines in the waterway where Lakes Michigan and Huron 
meet. The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality says a 20-day comment period began 
Monday for an Enbridge application for a permit to place the steel supports beneath sections of 
the Straits of Mackinac pipelines. 
 
8/10/16 
12:08pm 
Terri Lee 
Ozone Action Day 
Today marks the 8th Ozone Action Day of the year!  SEMCOG is asking area residents to put 
certain activities on hold until later today, including: delay mowing your lawn until in the evening 
because exhaust from the lawn mower helps form ozone and avoid gassing up your vehicle 
during the daylight hours. And, if possible, carpool, take public transit, walk or bike ride. 
 
8/24/16 
7:23am 
Scott Ryan 
Applications Accepted for Home Heating Credit 
Eligible Michigan residents have about one more month to apply for a credit that helps with 
winter energy bills.  The Michigan Agency for Energy says the deadline to apply for the Home 
Heating Credit in 2016 is September 30th.  Those eligible must own or rent the home in which 
they live and their income must fall within certain limits.  The average credit paid last year was 
132 dollars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8/29/16 
1:35pm 
Zahra Huber 
Caring for Summer Homes in the Winter 
Summer homes or cabins can be badly damaged during the winter months if they're not taken 
care of. Consumers Energy spokeswoman Debra Dodd says top causes for damages -- water, 
wind, and animals.  Dodd says shut off the water supply, then drain pipes, and hot water tanks; 
and thoroughly clean your fireplace or woodstove. 
 
9/3/16 
11:52pm 
Sarah Wolicki 
Groups Plant Trees to Help Environment 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the DTE Energy Foundation mark the 20th 
year of a partnership to encourage planting trees around the state.  They recently divided nearly 
72-thousand dollars among 27 organizations that will plant trees of various species and sizes in 
parks and public spaces. 
 
9/16/16 
9:05am 
Mike Campbell 
Solar Array Going Up in Detroit 
Ground will be broken today on a project that will be pretty big for the city of Detroit. It's called 
the solar energy array and is expected to produce enough clean energy to power about 450 
homes.  Mayor Mike Duggan and U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will be on hand for the 
kick off the construction of the project that is expected to generate $1 million in tax revenues for 
Detroit. 
 
9/29/16 
6:11pm 
Brian Larsen 
Investing in Power Plants 
DTE Energy says it will spend at least $1 billion on new power plants that use natural gas. The 
utility says at least one of the gas-fired plants will be built in St. Clair County's China Township, 
near the site of a coal-fired plant that will be shut down. In a statement, DTE says the gas-fired 
plants will provide electricity for 850-thousand homes. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
7/4/16 
5:06am 
Pat Vitale 
New Cases of West Nile Virus In Michigan 
The Michigan Health Department says West Nile Virus has been found in mosquitoes in 
Saginaw County.  The findings are the earliest detection of the virus in Michigan in several 
years.  The mosquitoes were found in mid-June.  Health officials say it's a reminder to protect 
yourself against mosquito bites this holiday.  The Chief Medical Officer in the state says weather 
conditions this summer are similar to previous West Nile Virus outbreaks in 2002 and 2012 
when hundreds of people were hospitalized with infections.  Last year two people died and 18 
other illnesses were reported from the virus. 
 
 
 



7/14/16 
10:03am 
Deanna Lites 
Student Has Meningitis 
More than 200 children ages 5-12 may have been exposed to meningitis from an infected 
worker at a day camp at Lifetime Fitness in Rochester Hills.  A 21-year-old Macomb County 
woman who was working at the fitness center has been diagnosed with bacterial meningitis.  It's 
a serious, even deadly illness.  Symptoms include high fever, headache, stiff neck. These can 
develop over several hours or can take up to 10 days to surface. The disease is spread through 
direct contact with an infected person's saliva or nasal secretions. 
 
7/16/16 
4:22pm 
Erin Vermeulen 
Angry People May Develop Fatal Heart Conditions 
A University of Michigan Public health study found angry white people are forty percent more 
likely than angry black people to develop fatal heart conditions. The study tracked more than 
1500 hundred people for ten years to measure hostility and anger, it also controlled for other 
factors including age, education, smoking, drinking and other health issues. The effect on both 
men and woman was the same. 
 
8/5/16 
11:06pm 
Brian Larsen 
Ann Arbor To Ban Tobacco Sales 
Ann Arbor is banning the sale of tobacco to people under 21.  City Council voted to give final 
approval to an ordinance raising the minimum age to purchase tobacco products in the city from 
18. It's joining the Tobacco 21 movement, which has been embraced by other communities in 
the U.S. 
 
8/5/16 
11:07pm 
Brian Larsen 
Swine Flu at County Fair 
Officials say two people who participated in a county fair in western Michigan picked up the flu 
from a sick pig.  The Muskegon County health department is trying to reach other pig exhibitors 
who may have become ill. Jennifer Eisner of the state health department says the sick people 
were not admitted to a hospital. The flu is known as a variant of H-3-N-2. Symptoms of the 
swine flu in people can be similar to other flu viruses: fever, aches and vomiting. 
 
8/6/16 
5:07pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Boil Water Advisory 
Residents and businesses in East Lansing and Meridian Township have been advised to boil 
their water. A problem was found at the East Lansing – Meridian Water Treatment Plant and 
affected nearly 70-thousand residents who are connected to the system. A manager at the 
treatment plant says to boil tap water for one minute and cool before using to drink, brush teeth, 
prepare food or wash dishes. Bathing or showering in the water is fine as long as no water is 
consumed. Once the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality determines there's no 
danger, the advisory will be lifted. 
 
 
 



8/7/16 
10:37am 
Newsroom 
3-Day Walk For Cancer Research 
Hundreds of people taking part in the 60 mile, 3-Day walk to help raise money for cancer 
research and education programs will be on sidewalks stretching from Novi to Dearborn today.  
The Susan G Komen 3-Day involves both women and men who are fighting or supporting the 
fight against breast cancer.  A closing ceremony is scheduled for this afternoon at Ford World 
Headquarters. 
 
9/1/16 
12:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
New Survey on Obesity 
Obesity continues to put millions of Americans at increased risk for a range of chronic diseases, 
such as diabetes and heart disease, and costs the country between more than 2-hundred billion 
dollars each year.  A new survey is out looking at adult obesity in the states.  Michigan ranks 
16th with 31-percent of adults in the state considered obese. 
 
9/2/16 
2:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Caution Urged When Using Antibacterial Soaps 
You soon may be saying good-bye to those “antibacterial” soaps and dishwashing liquids.  The 
Food and Drug Administration says companies can no longer market anitbacterial washes 
because they haven't shown that the ingredients in them are safe for long-term daily use or any 
better than plain soap and water when it comes to preventing illness and the spread of certain 
infections.  Companies will have a year to remove certain ingredients from the products.  This 
rule does not affect hand “sanitizers” or wipes. 
 
9/6/16 
4:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Eyes Play a Role in the Spread of Zika Virus? 
The Zika virus is spread through mosquito bites, sex and from a mother to her unborn baby 
during pregnancy, but could your EYES play a role? New research might explain the connection 
between vision problems and the Zika virus.  Researchers at Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis injected mice with the Zika virus in a manner similar to the way people get 
infected by mosquito bites. A week later they found the live virus in the eyes of the mice. 28-
days later the tears of the infected mice contained genetic material from the virus. 
 
9/7/16 
9:10am 
Deanna Lites 
A Way To Stop Nosebleeds 
Next time you get a nosebleed, you might want to reach for a common drug store product to 
help.  Saline nose spray can help treat allergies and sinus problems. And now it may help stop a 
nosebleed too.A study from the University of Utah finds squirting a simple saline solution into 
the nose twice a day could alleviate chronic nosebleeds just as effectively as using a spray 
medication. 
 
 
 
 



9/14/16 
2:11pm 
Deanna Lites 
UM Brain Research 
The University of Michigan is looking for some tweens -- to study their brains. Sometimes it's 
tough for parents to figure out what a tween or teen is thinking. Or to understand why they make 
the choices they do.  Researchers hope to gain more insight into the developing brain by 
recruiting 10-thousand 9 and 10 year olds as part of a 10-year national study.Information will be 
gathered through interviews and MRI imaging. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
7/2/16 
11:13am 
Rob Mason 
Federal Judge Ruling on Labor Unions 
Federal judge Linda Parker has suspended a Michigan law that hurt political fundraising by 
labor unions, saying the new law likely violates the free speech rights of unions and their 
members. Many companies allow payroll deduction as part of their contract with unions, which 
find it to be the most effective way to collect contributions from members. The judge noted that it 
treats unions differently than companies that use payroll deduction to collect money for their 
own political funds. Companies aren't affected by the law. 
 
7/5/16 
6:13pm 
Brian Larsen 
Governor To Appeal Ruling on Teacher Paychecks 
Governor Snyder is expected to appeal a court's ruling that orders the return of $550 million 
withheld from Michigan teachers' paychecks for retiree health care.  Public school employees 
had 3 percent of their pay deducted for about two years under a 2010 law. That law was 
declared unconstitutional -- and Snyder signed a new one in 2012 that's been upheld by the 
Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
7/18/16 
12:07pm 
Terri Lee 
Gov To Survey Damage in UP 
Governor Snyder will be touring Gogebic County in the Upper Peninsula this morning and 
surveying damage caused by a tornado and storms last week.  Late last week, the state 
activated an emergency operations center after local officials delared a State of Emergency.  
Winds of around 90 miles per hour caused power outages and knocked down trees.  Flooding 
washed out a number of roads.  No one was hurt in the rough weather.     
 
7/18/16 
5:21pm 
Greg Bowman 
Countdown to Political Conventions 
WWJ’s Greg Bowman talked with Oakland University political science professor Dave Dulio 
about the upcoming political conventions about what we can expect from the Trump campaign 
and Clinton campaign.   
 
 
 



7/20/16 
10:30pm 
Newsroom 
VP Candidate Pence at RNC 
Republican Vice Presidential Candidate Mike Pence addresses the crowd at the Republican 
National Convention in Cleveland.  Live coverage on WWJ 
 
7/21/16 
10:20pm 
Newsroom 
Trumps Speaks at RNC 
Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump addresses the crowd at the Republican 
National Convention in Cleveland.  Live coverage on WWJ 
 
7/28/16 
10:30pm 
Russ McNamara 
Hillary Clinton Addresses DNC 
Hillary Clinton spoke to democrats and accepted the nomination for president during a speech 
in which she laid out difference between her and Donald Trump.  Live on WWJ.  
 
8/3/16 
5:03am 
Scott Ryan 
Voters to Consider Regional Transit Tax 
Voters in Oakland, Macomb and Wayne counties will be voting on a regional transit proposal in 
November.  Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, who met with the three county executives Tuesday, 
says a regional transit plan will allow southeast Michigan to compete with other metropolitan 
areas for development and investment.  Oakland County Executive Brooks Patterson, who 
earlier voiced concerns about how the tax money would be spent, says he's satisfied with the 
revamped deal. 
 
8/3/16 
5:33pm 
Brian Larsen 
Donald Trump Coming to Michigan 
The Detroit Economic Club says Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump will speak in 
Detroit next Monday.  The midday speech at the Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center will be for 
members only -- and not open to the public.  Other presidential candidates have given speeches 
at the Economic Club, including Mitt Romney in 2012 and Trump's rivals during the recent 
primary season. Trump won the Michigan Republican primary. 
 
8/5/16 
9:36am 
Scott Ryan 
Presidential Candidates Coming to Michigan 
Michigan is proving to be a frequent stop on the presidential campaign trail.  Democratic 
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton is said to be making plans for an upscale fundraiser in 
Birmingham as part of next Wednesday's visit.  Her vice-presidential running mate, Tim Kaine, 
will make a stop in Grand Rapids tonight to talk jobs and the economy.  Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump will be in Detroit on Monday to deliver a "major speech" at the Detroit 
Economic Club. 
 
 



8/7/16 
10:36am 
Lauren Barthold 
Active Shooter Legislation Signed Into Law 
Governor Rick Snyder has signed a bill into law that would create a system similar to Amber 
Alerts warning residents of an active shooter.  It was one of 95 bills signed into law this summer 
in response to the Kalamazoo shooting spree -- which left six dead and two others seriously 
hurt.  The notification would push to people's cell phones, along with radio and T-V stations. 
 
8/8/16 
12:10pm 
Terri Lee/Jackie Paige 
Donald Trump Addresses Detroit Economic Club 
Presidential candidate Donald Trump issued a major policy speech this afternoon before 
hundreds of members of the Detroit Economic Club.  Trump called for a limited number of tax 
brackets.  
 
9/5/16 
6:10am 
Tom Jordan 
Gov Leads Walkers Across Mackinac Bridge 
Governor Rick Snyder will lead the expected 40,000 walkers across the 5-mile Mackinac Bridge 
this morning. It's the annual Labor Day bridge walk and the Governor joins us live.   
 
9/21/16 
8:05pm 
Brian Larsen 
Gov Signs Marijuana Regulations Law 
Governor Snyder has signed into law new marijuana regulations that he says clarify Michigan's 
8-year-old voter-approved initiative that legalized the drug for medical use. Snyder says the 
legislation will implement a "solid framework" giving patients a safe way to buy marijuana.  The 
laws will take effect in 90 days. 
 
9/26/16 
9pm 
Newsroom 
Presidential Debate 
Presidential candidates Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump hold a two-hour debate.  It is the first 
of three presidential debates.  Both discuss their plans to win election.   
 
 
9/27/16 
2:36pm 
Newsroom 
National Voter Registration Day 
This is National Voter Registration day and the Reverend Jesse Jackson is in Michigan, urging 
people to use their right to vote in November. Jackson -- a supporter of Hillary Clinton -- says 
investments in education are needed across the country.  He also is making stops in Pontiac 
and Flint. 
 
 
 
 
 



9/30/16 
5:06pm 
Tim Skubick 
Poll Shows Governor’s Disapproval Ratings Grow 
According to a recent Glengariff Group poll -- more people think Governor Rick Snyder is not 
doing such a good job. 52-percent, of the 600 likely statewide voters surveyed, said they 
disapprove of Snyder’s job performance -- while 42-percent approve of it. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
7/1/16 
7:03am 
Laura Bonnell 
Concerns at Airport Following Terror Attack 
In the wake of the recent terrorist attack in Istanbul, holiday travelers are voicing some concern 
about security.  While some worry, other travelers say there is nothing you can do but stay 
vigilant. 
 
7/2/16 
5:13pm 
Jackie Paige 
Holiday Travel Warning 
When traveling over the 4th of July holiday police and the Michigan department of Homeland 
Security are asking you to be safe.  Authorities say people should beware of their surroundings. 
 
7/6/16 
5:04pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Emergency Drill in St. Clair County Along Ontario Border 
If a tornado ripped through the Michigan and Ontario border along the St. Clair River would the 
both sides be ready to work together?  Jeff Friendland, Homeland Security Emergency 
Management Director for St. Clair County took part in a recent drill that focused on preparing for 
such a disaster.  Friendland says they ran into a few technology glitches but overall the 
exercises went well.  A full report on the drill is due out either later this month or early August. 
 
7/16/16 
2:34pm 
Zahra Huber 
State Police Helping at RNC in Cleveland 
The Secret Service is working around the clock to get ready for the Republican National 
Convention. The FBI is looking at domestic and foreign threats. It has found no direct threat 
from any group targeting the convention, but the Homeland Security secretary says he's still 
concerned. Meantime, Michigan State Police First Lt. Michael Shaw says more than 100 
troopers will be in Cleveland to provide security and crowd management, as well as motorcycle 
officers for vehicle escorts and motorcades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8/7/16 
10:36am 
Lauren Barthold 
Active Shooter Legislation Signed into Law 
Governor Rick Snyder has signed a bill into law that would create a system similar to Amber 
Alerts warning residents of an active shooter.  It was one of 95 bills signed into law this summer 
in response to the Kalamazoo shooting spree -- which left six dead and two others seriously 
hurt.  The notification would push to people's cell phones, along with radio and T-V stations. 
 
8/11/16 
5:05am 
Scott Ryan 
Suspected ISIS Supporter Arrested in Ontario 
An anti-terror operation in Ontario ends with police killing a man they claim was an ISIS 
supporter. It happened Wednesday in Strathroy, Ontario, about two hours from Detroit.  Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police said 24-year old Aaron Driver was killed after he detonated a device, 
injuring himself and another person.  Police say Driver was poised to set off a second device 
when they killed him.  He was arrested last year for openly supporting ISIS via social media. 
 
8/31/16 
5:05am 
Ron Dewey 
Oakland County Active Shooter Training 
Police in Oakland County will be holding a drill this morning at a former school building in 
Ferndale for an active shooter situation. All part of a regional response team "OAK-Tec" that 
was formed after the attack in Mumbai in 2009.  Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard--who 
brought forward the idea--says they have trained over 2,000 officers from three dozen local 
departments. 
 
9/8/16 
10:33am 
Zahra Huber 
Police On Heightened Alert 
Law enforcement nationwide is on heightened alert this morning for the potential threat of terror 
on American soil.  A recent joint bulletin by the FBI and homeland security shows more than 75-
percent of homegrown violent extremist attacks and disruptions over the past 12 months were 
focused on civilian targets. 
 
9/19/16 
2:37pm 
Terri Lee 
Citizenship in Question for Hundreds 
Hundreds of people have been able to get U.S. citizenship even though they came from 
countries that posed national security issues, or that had high rates of immigration fraud -- and 
these are people who had pending deportation orders against them. That's according to an 
internal Homeland Security audit released today. The department's inspector general found that 
the immigrants -- there were at least 858 of them -- used different names or birthdates to apply 
for citizenship 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9/21/16 
5:42pm 
Erin Vermeulen 
Sheriff Testifies About Terror Attacks 
Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard testified in Washington D-C today about the latest string 
of terror attacks in the United States and how to prevent them from happening in Michigan. 
Bouchard says part of the problem is reduced budgets for law enforcement.   
 
9/29/16 
6:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Police Conduct Disaster Drill 
Detroit police are hosting a mock disaster drill at Cobo Hall today.  Federal, state, and local first 
responders will test their strategic and tactical capabilities.  Jefferson Avenue will be shut down 
between Griswold and Washington until 4:00 this afternoon. 
 
9/30/16 
10:33pm 
Tawana Holly 
Homeland Security Looks into Hacks of Voter Registration System 
A Homeland Security Department official says hackers have targeted the voter registration 
systems of more than 20 states in recent months.  The F-B-I last month warned state officials to 
improve their election security after hackers targeted systems in Illinois and Arizona. F-B-I 
Director James Comey told lawmakers this week that the agency is looking "very, very hard" at 
Russian hackers who may try to disrupt the U-S election. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
7/1/16 
10:34am 
Terri Lee 
Rich Getting Richer 
The latest analysis once again shows the rich getting richer at a much faster pace and 
continuing to pull away from everyone else. The analysis by Emmanuel Saez, an economics 
professor at the University of California, Berkeley, finds average income for the top 1 percent of 
households surging 7.7 percent to $1.36 million. That growth is twice as fast as everyone else, 
though households outside the top 1 percent now appear to be recovering too. 
 
7/2/16 
11:13am 
Rob Mason 
Federal Judge Ruling on Labor Unions 
Federal judge Linda Parker has suspended a Michigan law that hurt political fundraising by 
labor unions, saying the new law likely violates the free speech rights of unions and their 
members. Many companies allow payroll deduction as part of their contract with unions, which 
find it to be the most effective way to collect contributions from members. The judge noted that it 
treats unions differently than companies that use payroll deduction to collect money for their 
own political funds. Companies aren't affected by the law. 
 
 
 
 
 



7/5/16 
6:13pm 
Brian Larsen 
Governor To Appeal Ruling on Teacher Paychecks 
Governor Snyder is expected to appeal a court's ruling that orders the return of $550 million 
withheld from Michigan teachers' paychecks for retiree health care. Public school employees 
had 3 percent of their pay deducted for about two years under a 2010 law. That law was 
declared unconstitutional -- and Snyder signed a new one in 2012 that's been upheld by the 
Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
7/6/16 
4:23pm 
Laura Bonnell 
Job Fair at New Restaurant 
What's in a name?  A lot if you're Mark, Donnie or Paul Wahlberg and they're using it to open 
restaurants across the country and here in Detroit's Greektown.  Wahlburgers is the name of 
their restaurant on Monroe Street in Greektown.  Nino Contraro is part owner and says they are 
more than just a name.  A job fair is being held tomorrow from 10 until 3. They plan to hire 150 
employees. 
 
7/7/16 
6:42am 
Scott Ryan 
Wage Growth in Michigan 
New economic data shows that Michigan outperformed most states in terms of real wage 
growth over the past year.  The latest quarterly figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics show 
that Michigan wages grew three-point-one percent in 2015 compared to 2014--15th best among 
U-S states.  The national average was two-point-nine percent. 
 
7/13/16 
7:06am 
Scott Ryan 
New Jobs Initiative in Detroit 
Officials from Seattle are in Detroit tomorrow to roll out a new jobs initiative.  SNAP 50/50 
reimburses states for up to 50 percent of any job training and support services for those eligible 
for food stamps.  A similar program in Seattle generated 33 million dollars in new funds to assist 
50-thousand residents. 
 
7/15/16 
5:14am 
Scott Ryan 
Special Gift for DSO Musicians 
The widow of Detroit philanthropist Max Fisher has left a special gift for every member of the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra.  The will of Marjorie S. Fisher will bequeath $5-thousand to each 
of the 78 musicians of the DSO.  Fisher's son Phillip is the chairman emeritus of the DSO and 
the Detroit Free Press reports that the musicians gasped when he told them of the gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7/26/16 
9:37pm 
Tawana Holly 
New Jobs, New Business in Flint 
Hundreds of new jobs planned for Flint. The Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
announced a new business called C-3 Venture Flint will build a nearly $10-million U-S 
headquarters building in Flint and hire 380 workers. The company recycles plastic into auto 
parts. The state is giving the company $5.7-million in loans. Flint was chosen over sites in 
Indiana and California.   
 
8/8/16 
6:22am 
Beth Fisher 
Virtual Career Fair 
Trying to find a new job? There's a virtual career fair, MIVirtual Career Fair, this Wednesday.  
Ken Silfven, of the Michigan Talent Investment Agency, says they expect employers in 
healthcare, I-T, and manufacturing.  You can register up until the day of the career fair.   
 
8/31/16 
10:05pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Canadian Auto Talks 
The head of the union representing Canadian Auto Workers Union says they have "nothing to 
lose" in a strike against GM.  The union--Unifor--wants a promise of new investment at the GM 
plant in Oshowa, Ontario.  Unifor President Jerry Dias says GM has yet to budge on the issue. 
The current contracts in Canada expire September 19th. 
 
9/5/16 
10:03am 
Vickie Thomas 
Labor Day Parade in Detroit 
Former President Bill Clinton is the main guest as thousands of union members walk in Detroit’s 
annual Labor Day Parade.  Clinton is pushing for votes for his wife Hillary and also encourages 
people to register to vote. 
 
 
9/8/16 
10:13am 
Terri Lee 
Furniture Store holds job fair. 
Gardner-White Furniture is expanding and is looking to fill several new positions.  The Michigan 
owned-and-operated company is holding a job fair today and is looking to fill several openings, 
including sales, office and stock positions.  They're also recruiting drivers and warehouse 
personnel.  The job fair runs through 7 p.m. and candidates should take their resumes, 
identification, and be prepared for multiple interviews, and a potential job offer. For more 
information, visit our website, WWJ.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9/27/16 
12:06pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Fiat Chrysler Adding Jobs at Factory 
The state is awarding Fiat Chrysler millions of dollars in incentives to retool a local factory -- so 
it can make Ram pickup trucks as part of a plan to add 700 jobs.  The Michigan Strategic Fund 
approved the 4.6 million dollars -- saying the automaker could have built a new assembly plant 
"anywhere in North America" or moved Ram production to plants in Illinois or Ohio.  The 
incentive is part of Fiat Chrysler's previously announced investment in July of $1.5 billion to 
retool its Sterling Heights Assembly Plant.  
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
7/8/16 
5:30pm 
Jon Hewett 
Black Lives Matter Rally at UM 
Over 500 people gathered on the Dias in Ann Arbor -- on the campus of the University of 
Michigan -- following this week's police shootings in Louisiana and Minnesota.  Among them, 
Trelawny Boynton, the director of U-M's Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs Office, who reflects on 
whether the events of this week will lead to actual change. 
 
7/10/16 
11:05am 
Jason Scott 
Police Community Relations 
Following the fatal police-involved shootings which happened last week in Louisiana, 
Minnesota, and Texas, the Commander of the 11th precinct in Detroit is speaking-out about how 
law officials in the Motor City have built a solid rapport with residents.  Tim Leach says the 
transparent-relationship between cops and residents is one reason why the Black Lives Matter 
protest Friday at Campus Martius went off without incident. 
 
7/10/16 
8:05pm 
Zahra Huber 
All Lives Matter Service 
It was a full congregation of parishioners at the International Church of Metro Detroit in Wayne -- 
praying for those involved in the recent shootings, especially in Dallas. Pastor Art Wilson says 
he doesn't agree with Black Lives Matter, but rather All Lives Matter because then everyone can 
join hands and fight justice together.  The church says its plans to continue working on 
programs like "Light Up the City" to tighten the bond between this community and local law 
enforcement. 
 



7/11/16 
6:07am 
Dave Ramos 
Detroit Police Threats and Racist Comments? 
Detroit police have arrested four people, after they allegedly made online threats against law 
enforcement. One social media post reportedly urged people to "kill all white cops" - another 
allegedly featured photos and videos of the siege in Dallas with the caption "this needs to 
happen more often." Two of them men have been released for now--the other two are in 
custody.  Meantime D-P-D looking into one of their OWN, accused of making racist comments 
on Facebook about Black Lives Matter protesters in the city.  Detroit Police Detective Nate 
Weekely is accused of suggesting that protesters and their supporters are terrorists. Chief 
James Craig says an investigation has been launched. 
 
7/11/16 
1:04pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Police Officer Demoted After Racist Comment 
A white Detroit police detective has been demoted after calling the Black Lives Matter 
movement "racists" and "terrorists."  Detroit police Chief James Craig told reporters today that 
now-former detective Nate Weekley has been demoted to officer during an internal 
investigation.  Craig says Weekley's comments can undermine efforts at maintaining good 
relations with the public. 
 
7/13/16 
6:05pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Community Group Meets with Mayor Over Racist Comments 
A local civil rights group wants a Detroit officer off the job after he posted a racially insensitive 
message on social media.  The National Action Network Detroit Chapter says they told Mayor 
Duggan they want to see officer Nate Weekly fired but they'll wait out the investigation after 
Weekley said on his Facebook post black lives matter protesters are racists and terrorists. 
 
7/17/16 
7:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
A Call for Calm After Cops Shot 
Michigan State Police are asking their troopers to remain vigilant following today's police 
shooting in Baton Rouge, along with the Dallas incident that claimed five officers' lives a week 
and a half ago. First Lieutenant Michael Shaw says the community needs to stop the violence in 
our streets against police -- adding that hate and violence are not the answer to any problem. 
 
7/27/16 
5:12am 
Brian Larsen 
Ruling about Teacher’s Racist Comment  
The Michigan Supreme Court has thrown out much of a $535,000 verdict for a white teacher 
who claimed he was illegally fired for a racial comment at a Flint-area charter school in 2009.  
The court says Craig Hecht presented sufficient evidence of discrimination and can collect 50-
thousand dollars--but the rest of the award was struck down because it was based on improper 
evidence. 
 
 
 
 



8/8/16 
7:23am 
Zahra Huber 
Complaint Filed After Arrest 
The Arab-American Civil Rights League has filed a complaint with the state over an arrest in 
Hamtramck in March.  The complaint alleges that Hamtramck police unlawfully arrested two 
brothers who own an ice cream truck and held them for two days over accusations that their 
truck did not a license or insurance. Omar and Mohamed Wasel say they continued to be held, 
even after providing proof of both.  The League claims the incident is part of a pattern of 
discrimination in Hamtramck against Arab Americans. 
 
8/10/16 
4:05pm 
Terri Lee 
Court Upholds Ruling for 2 Troopers 
The Michigan appeals court has upheld a $5.2 million verdict for two black state troopers who 
said they were rejected for promotion because of their race.  Darzeil Hall and Lamarr Johnson 
each passed special training to become firearms examiners, but they weren't promoted within 
the forensic science division and returned to their previous jobs.  Michigan State Police denied 
any discrimination, claiming Hall and Johnson didn't perform well on a certain assignment 
during the training. 
 
8/10/16 
5:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Lawsuit Filed Over Mosque 
A lawsuit is filed today over a controversial plan to build a mosque in Sterling Heights. After 
public outcry during which members of the American Islamic Community Center claim they were 
spit on and subjected to bigoted remarks, the city of Sterling Heights turned down permission for 
a mosque at 15 Mile Road near Ryan.  City officials cited traffic issues among other concerns.  
Attorney Assam Elder calls that a "red herring."  The Department of Justice is also investigating 
discrimination complaints. 
 
8/13/16 
12:22pm 
Erin Vermeulen 
Bank Discrimination Case 
Closing arguments are expected Monday in U-S District Court in Detroit between Bank of 
America and an Arab-American charity that has claimed discrimination. Life for Relief and 
Development says it has donated more than 3-hundred million dollars in relief aid around the 
world, especially in Arab- and Muslim-majority countries, but in 20-12 suddenly had its' accounts 
closed by the bank. 
 
8/23/16 
12:35pm 
Greg Bowman 
UM Study Focuses on Racial Discrimination 
Most research on racial discrimination has focused on major issues like being being stopped 
and harassed by police, being unfairly fired from a job or being denied a bank loan.  But a new 
University of Michigan study says black men also face less serious but still impactful forms of 
"everyday discrimination."  Researchers say examples of that can include others being afraid of 
you as you walk by, being followed by a store employee while shopping, or assaulted with racist 
words or threatened. 
 



9/5/16 
3:33pm 
Brian Larsen 
Support for Black Lives Matter Movement 
A poll finds that support for the Black Lives Matter movement has increased among young white 
adults.  The survey also indicates that a majority of white, black, Asian and Hispanic young 
adults now support the movement.  Fifty-one percent of white adults between the ages of 18 
and 30 say in a GenForward poll they now strongly or somewhat support Black Lives Matter. 
That's a 10-point increase since June. 
 
9/20/16 
12:36pm 
Terri Lee 
Income Gap Grows Between Black, White Workers 
A new report concludes the income gap between black and white workers has widened, and 
that the main reason is racial discrimination. The Economic Policy Institute report shows that 
black men make 22 percent less than white men, and black women make 34.2 percent less. 
Black women also make 11.7 percent less than white women. 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
7/6/16 
4:23pm 
Laura Bonnell 
Job Fair at New Restaurant 
What's in a name?  A lot if you're Mark, Donnie or Paul Wahlberg and they're using it to open 
restaurants across the country and here in Detroit's Greektown.  Wahlburgers is the name of 
their restaurant on Monroe Street in Greektown.  Nino Contraro is part owner and says they are 
more than just a name.  A job fair is being held tomorrow from 10 until 3. They plan to hire 150 
employees. 
 
7/18/16 
12:07pm 
Zahra Huber 
Step Forward for Car Research Facility 
A step forward in the plan to build a driverless car research facility in Ypsilanti.  The Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation and RACER Trust, which owns the Willow Run property, 
have agreed to a 1.2 million dollars deal for the state to buy more than 300-acres of land.  The 
American Center for Mobility will serve as a national center for connected and automated 
vehicle research testing, product development, validation and certification. 
 
7/26/16 
9:37pm 
Tawana Holly 
New Jobs, New Business in Flint 
Hundreds of new jobs planned for Flint. The Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
announced a new business called C-3 Venture Flint will build a nearly $10-million U-S 
headquarters building in Flint and hire 380 workers. The company recycles plastic into auto 
parts. The state is giving the company $5.7-million in loans. Flint was chosen over sites in 
Indiana and California.   
 
 
 
 



8/3/16 
1:05pm 
Greg Bowman 
Beaumont Plans Development in Royal Oak 
Big changes are coming to the corner of 13 Mile and Woodward in Royal Oak.  Beaumont 
Health is planning a new commercial retail development at the Northwood Shopping Center 
next to its main hospital complex.  Beaumont CEO Carolyn Wilson says the hospital surveyed 
local residents to see what they wanted to see in the space.  Wilson says Beaumont is asking 
the city of Royal Oak for Brownfield Tax Incentives. 
 
8/8/16 
6:23am 
Scott Ryan 
Meijer Opening Supercenter 
Meijer's latest Metro Detroit supercenter opens this week.  The Flat Rock store, at Telegraph 
and Vreeland, will open Thursday morning.  A gas station there opened last month.  It's the last 
of nine new supercenters Meijer is opening across the Midwest.  The store is still looking to fill 
some hourly positions. 
 
8/12/16 
6:12am 
Scott Ryan 
Hatch Contest Down to Semi-Finalists 
The 2016 Comerica Hatch Detroit Contest is down to ten semi-finalists.  These entrepreneurs 
are vying for 50-thousand dollars in start-up cash from Comerica Bank to build a store in Detroit.  
Companies include Ash & Anvil, a clothing store for  shorter people; Coriander, an urban farm 
and catering business; and Meta Physica Massage, featuring full bodywork and an herbal 
apothecary.  Voting takes place over the next week with a winner announced August 26th. 
 
8/15/16 
12:40am 
Rob Mason 
College Investment in Detroit 
The University of Detroit Mercy has invested more than $15 million dollars at three of its 
campuses this past year. University of Detroit Mercy president Antoine Garibaldi talked about 
the different projects and why the University is investing in northwest Detroit. 
 
8/16/16 
3:33pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Ford To Have Driverless Car in Five Years 
Ford promises it will have a fully self driving vehicle on the road in five years. The 
announcement was made today, at the company's Silicon Valley Technical Center, by CEO 
Mark Fields.  Fields says the vehicle will be fully automated, and will not have any steering 
wheel or pedals. Ford also announcing investments in several tech companies, and a doubling 
of the size of its Silicon Valley research center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8/26/16 
8:10am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Automaker Investment in Macomb County 
Fiat Chrysler today is celebrating a 166 million dollar investment at a Macomb County auto 
factory 
 
9/8/16 
12:11pm 
Scott Ryan 
Neighborhoods Receive Funding for Redevelopment 
The city of Detroit will get four million dollars from national foundations to help redevelop the 
Fitzgerald neighborhood near the University of Detroit Mercy and Marygrove College.  Mayor 
Mike Duggan will be in Philadelphia this evening for the announcement.  Plans for the area 
include rehabbing one hundred vacant homes and turning vacant lots into parks.  Along with 
Detroit, money is also going to Chicago, Akron and Memphis. 
 
9/11/16 
7:08am 
Brian Larsen 
Consumers Investing 1.5 Billion in New Infrastructure 
Major improvements in infrastructure with major investments. That's what Consumers Energy is 
touting, with 1.5 billion dollars put in over the last five years. The company's vice president of 
energy delivery Mary Palkovich says Consumers Energy also has plans to install automated 
meters next year. 
 
9/16/16 
9:05am 
Mike Campbell 
Solar Array Going Up in Detroit 
Ground will be broken today on a project that will be pretty big for the city of Detroit. It's called 
the solar energy array and is expected to produce enough clean energy to power about 450 
homes.  Mayor Mike Duggan and U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz will be on hand for the 
kick off the construction of the project that is expected to generate $1 million in tax revenues for 
Detroit. 
 
9/19/16 
4:35pm 
Zahra Huber 
Multi Million Dollar Investment in Pontiac 
A multi-million dollar investment has been announced to help boost development in Pontiac. 
Ten million dollars over five years being fronted by Troy-based Flagstar bank. Flagstar CEO 
Sandro DiNello says two-and-a-half million dollars will also support small businesses, startups, 
and various economic growth opportunities. 
 
9/20/16 
12:22pm 
Terri Lee 
New Store Opening in White Lake 
A new Kroger store is opening in White Lake.  A ribbon cutting ceremony will take place this 
afternoon for the new store which spans 124-thousand square feet and which Kroger says 
represents a $20 million investment in the community. 
 
 



9/26/16 
9:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Plans Outlined for Ann Arbor Riverfront Project 
An Ann Arbor riverfront redevelopment project could incorporate a new train station and public 
greenspace.  The scenario is possible if the city goes with Depot Street over Fuller Park as the 
location for a new Amtrak station.  DTE Energy owns a vacant 14-acre property near train tracks 
that are located next to the existing station. DTE plans a mixed-use redevelopment regardless 
of the decision about the station. 
 
9/27/16 
12:06pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Fiat Chrysler Adding Jobs at Factory 
The state is awarding Fiat Chrysler millions of dollars in incentives to retool a local factory -- so 
it can make Ram pickup trucks as part of a plan to add 700 jobs.  The Michigan Strategic Fund 
approved the 4.6 million dollars -- saying the automaker could have built a new assembly plant 
"anywhere in North America" or moved Ram production to plants in Illinois or Ohio.  The 
incentive is part of Fiat Chrysler's previously announced investment in July of $1.5 billion to 
retool its Sterling Heights Assembly Plant. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
7/1/16 
6:07am 
Sandra McNeill 
Operation Blue Light In Macomb County 
Three communities in Macomb County are teaming up this July 4th for Operation Blue Light.  
Officers in Sterling Heights, Utica and Shelby Township are taking aim at aggressive, reckless 
and distracted drivers, along with speeders.  The hot spot will be Hall Road and Schoenherr, the 
third word intersection for crashes in the county.  The enforcement runs through the 4th. 
 
7/1/16 
6:32am 
Jon Hewett 
Southbound I-275 Re-Opening 
Commuters along I-275 in Western Wayne and Oakland counties will soon be smiling -- that's 
because a 13-mile stretch of highway from Novi, south to Livonia -- closed since April for re-
construction -- will re-open this weekend.  At this point, M-DOT is not saying exactly when they 
expect southbound I-275 to re-open -- only that it will, at some point, this weekend. 
 
7/5/16 
10:03am 
Charlie Langton 
Freeway Work Shifts to Northbound Lanes 
After taking the holiday weekend off -- MDOT is ready to get back at it on I-275.  This hour, the 
work is now shifting over to the northbound lanes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7/5/16 
10:04am 
Terri Lee 
Road Work Starting in Oakland County 
Multiple road projects are getting underway in Oakland County starting this week.  Today, Avon 
Road is fully closing at Rochester Road.  It's a 1-point-4 million-dollar project, which involved 
reconstructing the intersection and upgrading the traffic signals.  On Monday (July 11), Adams 
Road between Hamlin and Avon roads will close.  Crews will be repairing the bridge over the 
Clinton River.  Both projects are scheduled to wrap up in August. 
 
7/16/16 
4:21pm 
Jason Scott 
Freeway Closure this Weekend. 
Tens of thousands of drivers affected this weekend by roadwork along area freeways. 
Spokeswoman for MDOT, Diane Cross, says the major project -- a closure of eastbound I-696. 
Other area work includes a stretch of westbound I-94 between Telegraph and Metro Airport,. 
Also, the Southfield Expressway is down to one-lane, northbound, between I-94 and 8-Mile.  
 
8/3/16 
5:03am 
Scott Ryan 
Voters to Consider Regional Transit Tax 
Voters in Oakland, Macomb and Wayne counties will be voting on a regional transit proposal in 
November.  Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, who met with the three county executives Tuesday, 
says a regional transit plan will allow southeast Michigan to compete with other metropolitan 
areas for development and investment.  Oakland County Executive Brooks Patterson, who 
earlier voiced concerns about how the tax money would be spent, says he's satisfied with the 
revamped deal. 
 
8/8/16 
7:03am 
Newsroom 
Delta Computer Issues 
There were major delays at Delta terminals at Metro Airport and across the country because of 
a computer glitch.  People were stuck at the terminal and the problems lasted all day.  
 
8/10/16 
12:03pm 
Zahra Huber 
MDOT Open House on Road Work 
Starting next week - drivers in Oakland County may deal with some delays on I-75. And 
residents and business owners can learn more about the first phase of the massive 
reconstruction project on I-75 during an Open House held today. Michigan Department of 
Transportation spokesman Rob Morosi says beginning Monday, there will be lane closures on 
the southbound side between Coolidge Highway and South Boulevard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8/12/16 
6:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Bridge Re-opening in River Rouge 
This ribbon-cutting in River Rouge has been three years in the making.  The Jefferson Avenue 
Bascule Bridge officially re-opens at five p-m today.  It was damaged in 2013 when an operator 
lowered the bridge onto a ship that was passing thru.  The bridge, along West Jefferson Avenue 
at the Detroit-River Rouge border, is a key route for people wanting to travel on surface streets 
between Detroit and Downriver. 
 
8/16/16 
3:33pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Ford To Have Driverless Car in Five Years 
Ford promises it will have a fully self driving vehicle on the road in five years. The 
announcement was made today, at the company's Silicon Valley Technical Center, by CEO 
Mark Fields.  Fields says the vehicle will be fully automated, and will not have any steering 
wheel or pedals. Ford also announcing investments in several tech companies, and a doubling 
of the size of its Silicon Valley research center. 
 
8/24/16 
5:07am 
Jim Matthews 
MDOT Public Hearing on Road Project 
Today sees the Michigan Department of Transportation holding a public meeting on the I-75 
road project for Wayne County that will affect hundreds of thousands of Metro Detroit drivers.  
The project is expected to begin in early 2017 and will impact Detroit, Melvindale, Lincoln Park, 
Allen Park, Southgate, and Taylor, as well as Brownstown Township.   
 
8/31/16 
5:03am 
Newsroom 
Freeway Reopens 
After months of road work, northbound I-275 re-opens to drivers.  This is a major freeway 
construction project that had drivers seeking detours.  Some ramp and shoulder work is still 
underway, but the main roadway is reopen.  
 
9/2/16 
2:33pm 
Zahra Huber 
Road Repairs after Tanker Fire 
Two of four lanes are now open on I-75 Southbound at Springwells. They were closed for 
several hours due to an earlier tanker fire.  MDOT's Diane Cross says it could've been much 
worse. The driver had an issue with his brakes and pulled over before the fire started.  The left 
lanes are open, but repairs have to be made in the right lanes that were scorched by fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9/14/16 
2:13pm 
Ron Dewey 
Public Meeting on Fixing Up I-375 
Something that's been talked about for years is part of a public meeting tonight at six at Chrysler 
Elementary--to re-imagine the I-375 corridor.  Options include making I-375 a surface street, 
extend the thoroughfare past Jefferson to Atwater, make the riverfront more accessible.  Cedric 
Fairfax—who gets around via bicycle—would go one step further. MDOT says a land use study 
would happen first before signing off on any plan 
 
9/29/16 
11:11am 
Beth Fisher 
Flooding Leads to Problems on Roads. 
Problem spots all over Metro Detroit with heavy rains this morning.   Flash flooding has shut 
down some roadways. MDOT's Diane Cross says there are problems in many areas including 
the ramp to northbound M-10 on Jefferson which is closed.  She says there’s some standing 
water on I-96 and on I-94 because there's been so much rain...the pumps can’t pump it out fast 
enough.  
 
9/29/16 
11:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Mobility Leadership Forum in Metro Detroit 
General Motors C-E-O Mary Barra and Ford Motor Company Executive Chairman Bill Ford are 
the keynote speakers this morning at the World Mobility Leadership Forum.  It's being held at 
the Westin Hotel at Metro Airport.  Political leaders, transportation experts, and other sharp 
minds are swapping ideas and experiences to help shape future mobility.  In larger cities, that 
will likely include more transportation choices that don't involve personal vehicles. 
 
 
 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
8-18-16 
WWJ Dream Cruise Business Breakfast 
WWJ's Jeff Gilbert and John McElroy hosted a panel discussion about performance is no longer 
just under the hood.  In addition to the muscle, cars need to have sleek design and technology, 
if they want to capture the public's imagination. Designers Craig Metros, Exterior Design 
Director, The Americas, Ford Motor Company, Thomas V. Peters, Director of Exterior Design, 
GM Performance Car Studio, General Motors and Mark Trostle, Head of Dodge and SRT 
Design, FCA- North America were the panelists involved.  
 
9-15-16 
Leaders and Innovators at Lawrence Tech 
WWJ’s Murray Feldman hosts a discussion about Unique Collaborations.  Often times are either 
born out of creativity and/or necessity.  They create value that has not existed before. Panelists 
included Jennifer Klug from the Michigan Business Association, Mike McInerney, Founder & 
President of Deliver My Ride and Zak Pashak, President of Detroit Bikes 
 
 
 
 
 



WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
7/2/16   
Rodney Cole of DTE Energy on the acre and a half plot across from the headquarters of the 
utility that will be developed over the next year. Along with providing a new space to play and 
relax, the park will also help tie in that part of downtown to other areas where development has 
been well underway in recent years. 
 
 
7/9/16  
DTE Energy Vice President Ken Randazzo on a new incentive program for the restaurant and 
other food-related businesses to use more energy efficient equipment in their kitchens and food 
handling areas...using the Capuchin Soup Kitchen on Detroit's east side to demonstrate the 
savings, the utility donated new energy efficient stoves, freezers and light fixtures...  
 
7/16/16   
Ed Deeb of the Michigan Food and Beverage Association, who created Metro Detroit Youth Day 
34 years ago as an answer to tensions between the city's restless youth and the retail 
community...  
 
7/23/16  
Jeff Donofrio, the city's workforce development director on an experimental program where 
private non-profits would be reimbursed for training food assistance recipients for in-demand 
jobs. They would fill positions for local companies in need of help. 
 
8/6/16  
Life Remodeled works with east side neighborhood groups to rejuvenate the Denby 
neighborhood, high school and build a new park 
 
8/13/16 
MDOT tow drivers and first responders kick off campaign reminding drivers to slow down and 
move over. 
 
8/20/16   
Children's Miracle Network at Beaumont Hospital features programs that help make the hospital 
say a more pleasant experience for children and parents.   
 
9/10/16    
GM Cares employees spruce the Cody neighborhood and school building as part of a yearly 
community outreach.  
 
9/17/16   
General Motors workers volunteering their time and effort as part of GM Cares Week, with 
thousands of other GM employees doing their part at community service projects across the 
city. 
 
9/24/16  
Macomb County District Judge Linda Davis, who oversees the county's drug court, now working 
to launch the program inspired in Massachusetts, where addicts who come forward are given 
help on the spot instead of jail time.  
 
 



Your Eye on Health 
 
7/1/16  
Oncology massage. A local hospital is helping cancer patients with oncology massage. 
 
7/4/16  
Car sickness. How to eliminate motion sickness so you can have fun on your next road trip. 
 
7/5/16  
Food safety. How to make sure the beef and poultry you're grilling is safe. 
 
7/6/16  
Amusement parks. Advice if you plan on visiting an amusement park. 
 
7/7/16  
Burns. New research in the treatment of burns. 
 
7/8/16 
Blood donors. The American Red Cross is looking for residents to roll up their sleeves and 
donate blood. 
 
7/11/16  
Essential oils. The health benefits of essential oils. 
 
7/12/16  
Social media. Many of us spend time chatting and catching up with friends on social media. But 
are we really being "social" when we're chatting behind a screen and not face-to-face? 
 
7/13/16 
Sleep. If you wake up tired you might consider buying a new pillow. 
 
7/14/16  
Back pain. How to prevent back pain as you get older. 
 
7/15/16  
Chewing gum. Why chewing gum can upset your stomach. 
 
7/18/16  
Fitness trackers. Do these devices help motivate us to move or are they just a fashion trend? 
 
7/19/16  
Nightmares. How to help your child through a nightmare! 
 
7/20/16  
Colors. The colors you wear can affect your mood and the mood of those around you. 
 
7/21/16  
Stress. Detroit is the most stressed city in the country. 
 
7/22/16  
Asthma and allergies. How thunderstorms can impact asthma or allergy sufferers. 
 
7/25/16  
Breast cancer. A new study reveals the top concerns of breast cancer patients. 



 
7/26/16  
Video games. Reality video games are sending some people to the hospital. 
 
7/27/16  
Autism. A new center for autistic children and their families. 
 
7/28/16  
Alzheimer's disease. Men are needed to volunteer in local studies. 
 
7/29/16  
ALS. A new ALS discovery that could lead to new therapies. 
 
8/1/16  
Immuno-oncology. A treatment that uses your own immune system to fight cancer. 
 
8/2/16  
Trampoline parks injuries. A new study in the journal Pediatrics finds an increase in injuries at 
trampoline parks. 
 
8/3/16  
Sleep. Tips to help college students get more sleep. 
 
8/4/16  
Social media. How social is social media? 
 
8/5/16 
Eye exams. When should a child see an eye doctor? 
 
8/8/16  
Alzheimer's study. Local men are needed for Alzheimer studies. 
 
8/9/16  
Career change. A doctor trades her surgical scrubs for an apron. 
 
8/10/16  
Job hunting and therapy. A type of therapy may help people who are job searching. 
 
8/11/16  
Sleep. How to help your teenager transition from the lazy days of summer to the class room! 
 
8/12/16  
Multiple sclerosis. Research finds treating the disease early may slow the progression. 
 
8/15/16  
Art therapy. Being creative can help during difficult times. 
 
8/16/16  
Men's health. Many men, regardless of age, don't know when to be screened for certain health 
screenings according to a new survey. 
 
8/17/16  
Coaches. How to help your child deal with criticism from a coach! 
 



8/18/16  
Stroller and carrier injuries. Everyday thousands of children are transported safely using 
strollers and carriers, but injuries do occur according to a study. 
 
8/19/16  
Colors. What the colors you wear may mean. 
 
8/22/16  
Dental exams. Why a dental exam should be on your back to school list. 
 
8/23/16  
Homesickness. Advice for students heading to college for the first time. 
 
8/24/16  
Senior emergency department. A local hospital has an ER for seniors. 
 
8/25/16  
Athletics. How to help your child deal with a tough coach! 
 
8/26/16  
Empty nest syndrome. Off to College: Dealing with Empty Nest Syndrome.  
 
8/29/16  
Injuries. Stroller and carrier injuries in children. 
 
8/30/16  
Mandatory CPR. Knowing how to do CPR could be a requirement for high school graduation. 
 
8/31/16  
Bullying. How to tell if your child is being bullied. 
 
9/1/16  
Dad's depression. Depression can occur in new dads. 
 
9/2/16  
Red reflex. How childhood eye diseases may be detected in photographs. 
 
9/5/16  
Complimentary medicine. Complimentary medicine may help relieve chronic pain. 
 
9/6/16  
Pillow check. If you're having trouble sleeping, consider changing your pillow. 
 
9/7/16  
Sports. How to help your child deal with criticism from a coach! Weight loss. A weight loss 
expert tells you how small changes can lead to big weight loss results. 
 
9/8  
Coloring. Spending time coloring can be good for your health. 
 
9/9  
Allergies. Fall allergies can interfere with your child's work in the classroom. 
 
 



9/12/16  
Breast cancer. The Karmanos Cancer Institute is looking for some women to help in the fight 
against breast cancer. 
 
9/13/16  
Mindless eating. Advice to keep you from overeating while watching a sporting event. 
 
9/14/16  
Cystic fibrosis. A local mom is searching for a cure. 
 
9/15/16  
Organ donation. Organ donors are needed to save lives. 
 
9/16/16  
Flu shots. The experts say skip the nasal spray vaccine and go for the injectable to protect your 
kids from the flu virus.  
 
9/19/16  
Temper tantrums. Advice when young children act out. 
 
9/20/16  
Health education. What do parents want their kids to learn in health class? 
 
9/21/16  
Flu shots. Many drug stores, grocery stores and Doctor’s offices are offering flu shots now. But 
some people may want to wait to get vaccinated. 
 
9/22/16  
Senior emergency department. A local hospital has an ER for seniors. 
 
9/23/16  
Migraine headaches. Some people are getting relief from an anti-aging drug. 
 
9/26/16  
MS drug. An experimental drug may offer help to people with multiple sclerosis which affects the 
nerves. 
 
9/27/16  
Childhood obesity. A Michigan based weight loss organization is hoping to help young people in 
the state get healthy. 
 
9/28/16  
Kids and germs. The school year just started and kids are coming home with more than 
homework. They're picking up germs and getting sick.  
 
9/29/16  
Flu shots. The best way to protect yourself from the flu is through vaccination. 
 
9/30/16  
Flu season. The CDC wants everyone six months of age and older to get a flu shot. 
 
 
 
 



Made in Michigan 
 
7/6/16 
BEYOND JUICE 
Former bar owner opens healthy fast casual concept selling fresh squeezed juice.  They pick 
their own berries in west Michigan and now have four metro Detroit locations. 
 
7/13/16 
MOTOR CITY MEATBALL KITCHEN 
Grosse Pointer opens meatball fast casual restaurant in Warren, serving meatballs made from 
scratch in salads, pastas or sandwiches.  They're expanding into catering. 
 
7/27/16 
RECLAIM DETROIT 
Non-profit mines demolition sites from around metro Detroit, selling valuable moldings, 
windows, doors and other items to interior designers and others.  Still recovering from 
devastating fire earlier this year. 
 
8/3/16 
DETROIT WICK 
Eastern Market Detroit store is a candle and scent boutique, specializing in creating "scent 
branding" for businesses and things like showers and parties.   
 
8/17/16 
DETROIT ELEVATOR COMPANY 
Century old elevator company has built, repaired and maintained elevators over generations. 
 Current owner's grandfather started as a driver and moved up to owner. 
 
8/31/16 
THE BOTTLE CREW 
Joel Jacob owns the largest manufacturer of TSA compliant travel bottles for liquids in the air. 
 
9/7/16 
PRAYANI YOGURT 
Harinee Sampath updates us on her yogurt company, changing the name from Raita to Prayani 
yogurt and now has a deal with Whole Foods markets across the state. 
 
9/14/16 
THIN BLUE LINE USA 
Andrew Jacob starts business honoring police with a specially designed flag and other products 
after the shooting of an officer in his suburb of West Bloomfield. 
 
9/21/16 
PURE HARVEST PESTO 
Former custom stair-maker starts business selling his Italian grandmother's recipe pesto. Now 
for sale at several grocery chains. 
 
9/28/16 
MRS. PRUITT'S GOURMET CHA CHA SALSA 
Ed Pruitt of Detroit sells 200-year-old family green salsa recipe, made from cabbage and green 
tomatoes. 
 
 
 



Making The Grade 
 
7/7/16 
Maggie Durant, Co-Founder of Circuit Learning.   Keeping kids plugged in to learning. Hands-
On Approach to teaching kids math, science and other subjects. The program also includes 
internships with local businesses.  Gary Green, a Senior at Detroit Cornerstone Business 
Leadership High School, produced his own rap song about the Detroit, hoping to turn his 
internship at the Zoo into a paying summer job. 
 
7/12/16 
Chuck Gerden, Baker College Vice President.  The school has just received good grades for its 
online Bachelor’s Degree programs.  Three independent online organizations have just ranked 
Baker as among the best in the nation for its online programs.  The programs allow people who 
have a full time job to complete with their degrees completely online, or they can combine online 
with classes taken on campus. 
 
7/14/16 
College Affordability.  Metro Detroit Youth Day Scholarships to make sure kids can afford to 
attend college.  Detroit Renaissance High School Grad Juvari Little, who will be attending 
Central Michigan University in the fall. He is one of more than 100 students receiving 
scholarships from Michigan Youth Appreciation Foundation. Mariah Williams will be attending 
Xavier University thanks to the Scholarships.  Steven Bertolini will be attending Michigan State 
University, thanks to the help of the scholarships. 
 
7/19/16 
Linda Hagan, Professor and Chair of Business Communications Department at Walsh College.  
She says at Walsh, they not only teach students about Business, Marketing, and Finance. But 
they also want to make sure they learn the “soft” skills, so they can communicate effectively in 
the business world. 
 
7/26/16 
STEM Careers.  Pamela Moore, President and CEO of the Detroit Public Schools Foundation.  
They are calling on DPS Students to “Seize The Day,” and pursue a career in I-T, Engineering 
or other High-Tech Fields. The district is launching a new on-line effort called “My Bright Future” 
to connect students with in-demand careers and industries. 
 
7/28/16 
Clintondale School Superintendent Greg Green.  The district has launched an effort called 
“Flipped” schools, where they flip the typical school model on its head.  Instead of giving 
students homework to take home, the students actually watch videos of lectures or other 
projects at home, and then do the work in school with the teacher’s help.    He says the program 
has been a big success, and is catching on with districts across the country, and even as far 
away as Chile.  
 
8/2/16 
Margaret Trimmer-Hartley, President and CEO of Junior Achievement of Southeast Michigan.  
He says the program has helped more than 50 thousand students learn about business, money 
and entrepreneurship. And he says they use a hands-on approach to teaching students about 
financial literacy.  
 
 
 
 
 



8/4/16 
Clintondale School Superintendent Greg Green.  He says the district is inviting parents to take 
part in their “Walk and Talk” program, allowing them to take a walk with him and other district 
officials to express their concerns and let them know if they are having any problems or issues.  
Green says the program allows school officials to get from behind their desk and promote 
exercise at the same time. 
 
8/9/16 
Back to School.   Sarah Skirbell, Shopping and Trends expert at Retail Me Not.Com.  Says 
parents will spend about $75 billion dollars, or about $273 dollars per student on back to school 
items, including electronics, laptops, and other big ticket items.  That’s up from $68 billion last 
year. 
 
8/16/16 
Katie Boros, Michigan Blue Cross Blue Shield. They are teaming up with the Detroit Lions to get 
kids to play “Like A Lion.”  To help fight childhood obesity, the program encourages kids to get 
at least 60 minutes of physical activity every day. And a few lucky students get the chance to 
work out on the field with Lions Players. 
 
8/18/16 
Andy Appleby, Owner and Commissioner of United Shore Professional Baseball League, which 
is teaming up with the Utica Community Schools for “Back to School Night” at the ballpark.  The 
league has been working with the district to encourage kids to promote literacy by giving away 
tickets to the games for those who read the most books.  Players also work on maintaining the 
district baseball diamonds. 
 
8/23/16 
Francie Robertson, Math Teacher at Pine Tree Elementary School in Lake Orion. She’s been 
named by President Obama as one of 213 recipients of the prestigious Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science and Math Teaching.  Robertson says the key to make sure kids learn is 
making math fun. 
 
8/25/16 
How Michigan ranks in a national survey of the nation’s Community Colleges.  Analyst Jill 
Gonzalez of the personal financial website Wallet Hub.  She says Michigan ranks 34th in a new 
national survey of more than 800 of the nation’s Community Colleges.   They looked at areas 
like cost and job placement.  
 
8/30/16 
Farmington Public Schools Superintendent George Heitsch.  He is excited about the energy 
kids bring as they come back to school.   He says the students will see more programs and 
more technology this school year.  And Heitsch says the economy and funding will be the 
biggest challenges facing the district this year. 
 
9/1/16 
MSTEP. Bill Disessa of the Michigan Department of Education. He says the latest MSTEP 
assessments of students shows some proficiency gains by students.  But he admits there are 
still too many students who are not proficient in the core subjects of Math, Reading and 
Science. Brad Williams of the Detroit Regional Chamber says the results were disappointing but 
not really surprising. He says the scores should improve as students and teachers adjust to the 
new exams. 
 
 
 



9/6/16 
Eastern Michigan University Director of Campus Life Lucas Langdon.  As students return to 
school, Langdon says they should find a sport or extracurricular activity to get involved in.  And 
he says students and parents should have a conversation about how often they will be calling, 
texting, or emailing during the school year. 
 
9/8/16 
Utica Community Schools Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns. She says funding remains the 
biggest challenge facing the district.  She says they will be okay this year, but still must deal with 
budget cuts and layoffs.  And Johns says because of low starting salaries, she is concerned we 
are now discouraging young people from going into the teaching profession. 
 
9/13/16 
“Tissues and Tears.”   Program that gives parents a chance a place to go to shed a few tears 
after dropping off their kids for the first day of kindergarten.  Dusty Sabillas dropped her 
daughter off her daughter at Plumbrooke Elementary School in the Utica Community Schools.   
 
9/22/16 
Recruiting more teachers to go into the STEM fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math.  Talia Milgrom Elcott, Executive Director of “100 K in Ten,” an effort launched by the 
Clinton Foundation in 2011 to recruit 10 thousand new Stem Teachers by 2021. She says the 
University of Michigan and Michigan State University both are partners in the effort.   Milgrom-
Elcot they need more qualified teachers in the classroom to make sure kids are gaining the 
knowledge they need to fill the STEM jobs of the future.  
 
9/29/16 
How do local marketing students think Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton are doing in promoting 
their "Brand," after their first debate? University of Detroit Mercy Marketing MBA student Tommy 
Bowman thinks Clinton picked up more voters or “Customers” following the debate. U-D Mercy 
Marketing Major Marcus Butters gives Trump the edge in one area: his campaign slogan. 
 
 
Car Chronicles 
 
7/1/16 
We test drive the Chrysler Pacifica 
 
7/4/16 
Virtual Reality is becoming more important in the auto sales process.  We talk with Pat 
Hedneggy, VP of Evox Images, a virtual reality firm. 
 
7/5/16 
We spend some time driving a Delphi vehicle with a mild hybrid 48volt electrical system.  We 
discuss the advantages of the system with Delphi Powertrain Chief Technologist Gary Nichols. 
 
7/6/16 
GM introduces "Roboglove" which is an assist for manufacturing workers.  We talk with GM 
Robotics chief Marty Linn. 
 
7/7/16 
Nissan unveils a brand new Pathfinder.  We talk about it with product planner Mike Drongowski. 
 
7/8/16 
We test drive the BMW 7-Series. 



 
7/11/16 
Jeep prepares to celebrate its 75th birthday.  We talk with Automotive News Fiat Chrysler 
reporter Larry Vellequette. 
 
7/12/16 
Mazda is looking at bringing diesel cars to the U.S.  We talk with Robert Davis, Mazda's director 
of U.S. Operations. 
 
7/13/16 
Plans are underway for the big Concours car show.  We talk with director Larry Moss. 
 
7/14/16 
Consumer Reports wants Tesla to make changes in its autopilot system.  We talk about it with 
Jake Fisher, who heads the publications auto testing team. 
 
7/15/16 
We test drive the Cadillac XT5. 
 
7/18/16 
Ford looks to Jose Cuervo to help make plastics.  We talk with Debbie Mileski, who researches 
sustainable material at Ford. 
 
7/19/16 
Muscle car designers look to the auto industry's heritage.   We talk with Fiat Chrysler chief 
performance vehicle designer Mark Trostle.  
 
7/20/16 
GM employees bring their classic cars to work.  We talk with participants, like GM employee 
Russ Corley.  
 
7/21/16 
We talk with former Ford CEO Alan Mulally, who's being inducted into the Automotive Hall of 
Fame.  
 
7/24/16 
We test drive the Mini Clubman. 
 
7/25/16 
Hyundai's fuel cell plans are off to a good start.  We talk with Hyundai North America CEO Dave 
Zuchowski. 
 
7/26/16 
Bosch has an interesting way of exploring worker’s ideas.  We discuss it with Bosch President 
Mike Mansuetti. 
 
7/27/16 
It's been a good year for Ram pickup trucks.  We talk with Ram band chief Jim Morrison. 
 
7/28/16 
States are paving the way for testing of autonomous cars.  We talk about it with James Fackler 
of the Michigan Department of State. 
 
 



7/29/16 
We test drive the BMW M-2 
 
8/1/16 
Robots that make cars are getting smarter.  Magna Vice President Ian Simmons says they are 
making robots better able to interact with auto workers. 
 
8/2/16 
The U.S. Army is very interested in automated vehicles.  We talk with Paul Decker, who heads 
the Army's National Automotive Center.  
 
8/3/16 
GM's Mavin Car Sharing program is showing growth.  We hear from sustainability director Julia 
Steyn.  
 
8/4/16 
Tesla Vice President Dairmud O'Connol says other carmakers aren't making attractive Electric 
Vehicles. 
 
8/5/16 
We test drive BMW's X-1. 
 
8/8/16 
There is an art to designing performance cars.  We talk with Chevrolet performance design chief 
Tom Peters. 
 
8/11/16 
Ford keeps a big secret.  We talk with exterior design chief Craig Metros. 
 
8/12/16 
We test drive the Infiniti QX 60. 
 
8/15/16 
Carmakers have better lighting options than ever.  We talk with Scott Montezy, who's product 
development director at Varrock Lighting.  
 
8/16/16 
Dodge has some big plans for the Woodward Dream Cruise.  We talk with brand CEO Tim 
Kuniskis. 
 
8/17/16 
What are Ford's plans for self-driving cars?  We hear from the company's product development 
VP Raj Nair. 
 
8/18/16 
We talk with David Freiberger and Mark Finnegan, the hosts of the show Roadkill Nights about 
their plans for the Woodward Dream Cruise. 
 
8/19/16 
We test drive the Cadillac CTS-V 
 
8/22/16 
Only a few people get to buy a Ford GT.  We talk with one of them, Karl Brauer of Kelley Blue 
Book. 



8/23/16 
Customers are more satisfied with vehicles.  We talk with David Van Amberg, who conducts the 
annual Customer Satisfaction Index for cars and trucks. 
 
8/24/16 
Bosch dedicates an expanded research center.  We hear from North America President Mike 
Mansuetti. 
 
8/25/16 
We talk with filmmaker Bill Burke about his new movie "Live Another Day."  It chronicles the 
bailout and recovery of the auto industry.  
 
8/26/16 
We test drive the Fiat 124 Spyder. 
 
8/29/16 
Nissan updates the crew cab version of its Titan pickup.  We talk with marketing exec Gary 
Shoenborn. 
 
8/30/16 
We get an update on GM's Maven car sharing service with Emily Lavers, who runs the Mavin 
franchise in Ann Arbor. 
 
8/31/16 
Talks heat up between auto workers in Canada and the major car companies.  We talk about 
the issues with Jerry Dias, President of Unifor, the union that represents auto workers in 
Canada. 
 
9/1/16 
Child safety seats are getting easier to use.  We discuss it with Jessica Jermanian, a research 
supervisor with the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. 
 
9/2/16 
We test drive the Jaguar XE. 
 
9/3/16 
What does Labor Day mean for those in the labor movement?  We hear from UAW Vice 
President Norwood Jewell.  
 
9/6/16 
Auto workers in Canada choose GM as their strike target.  We hear from union president Jerry 
Dias. 
 
9/7/16 
Ford is the official Truck of the NFL.  We hear about it from Matt McDonald, Ford Trucks 
experiential marketing manager.  
 
9/8/16 
We will soon see cars that shut off their engines as you're cruising, and as you approach a stop.  
We talk with Valeo Researcher Matti Vint 
 
9/9/16 
We test drive the GMC Acadia 
 



9/12/16 
We take a ride in a Ford self-driving car, and give our impressions 
 
9//13/16 
What are the big trends in auto technology?  We hear from Ford Executive Chairman Bill Ford. 
 
9/14/16 
The start-up delivermyride.com aims to change the car buying experience.  We talk with founder 
Bill McInerny 
 
9/15/16 
Auto workers in Canada are threatening to strike General Motors.  We talk with Unifor 
President, Jerry Dias 
 
9/16/16 
We test drive the Jeep Grand Cherokee 
 
9/19/16 
Uber has learned a lot about self-driving cars.  We talk with VP Sharif Marakby. 
 
9/20/16 
Why is the government regulating automated car development?  We talk with Kelley Blue Book 
analyst Karl Brauer. 
 
9/21/16 
How do we keep connected cars safe: We talk with William Whyte of cybersecurity company 
Security Innovation. 
 
9/22/16 
Debate heats up over fuel economy rules.  We hear from Michigan Congressman Fred Upton 
and EPA Deputy Administrator Janet McCabe. 
 
9/23/16 
We test drive the Honda Ridgeline 
 
9/26/16 
Toyota increases its research capabilities.  We hear from James Kuffner of the Toyota 
Research Institute 
 
9/27/16 
Ford has some big plans for new technology.  We speak with CEO Mark Fields. 
 
9/28/16 
Younger drivers are more accepting of automated vehicles.  We talk with Kelly Blue Book 
analyst Rebecca Lindland. 
 
9/29/16 
GM has big hopes for making Europe profitable.  We interview GM President Dan Ammann. 
 
9/30/16 
We test drive the Mazda CX-9. 

http://delivermyride.com/

