
Environment  
 

 
Program:  FOX 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Monday, July 9 
Time:    5:00am 
Type:    5 hour news program  
 
The effort to ban plastic bags is gaining momentum in Sacramento and is now in the 
senate appropriations committee. This proposal-similar to the one in Solana Beach 
would involve customers bringing their own bags to checkout counters or they'd pay a 
small fee for a paper bag. Plastic bag restrictions cover roughly 50 cities statewide. Now, 
supporters are calling for uniform statewide rules rather than a patchwork of policies. 
 
Program:  FOX 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Tuesday, July 17 
Time:    5:00am 
Type:    5 hour news program  
 
SeaWorld is dealing with a major pelican problem. The San Diego park has taken more 
than fifty injured brown pelicans under its wing in just the past two weeks. Our region 
isn't the only one affected. SeaWorld says wildlife rehab centers all along the California 
coast are reporting a higher than usual number of sick and injured pelicans for this time 
of year. Bird experts think it has to do with an increase in human contact. 

 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Monday, July 16 
Time:   6:00 a.m. 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
NASA has released time lapse video of last week’s solar flare. The solar flare happened 
on Thursday, but the resulting geomagnetic storm didn’t hit earth until the weekend.  
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate: Friday, July 13 
Time:  6:00 a.m. 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
We may be getting closer to finding out the fate of the San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant. 
Federal regulators released some detailed information. Records show thousands of 
damaged tubes in several of the plants power reactors. These damaged tubes pose 
serious health risks to people living nearby.  
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   07/10/12 
Time:   7-9AM 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
Time is running out until a ban on plastic bags goes into effect in Solana beach. The 
bags will be banned from grocery stores and pharmacies starting august ninth. All stores 



in city limits have until November. An exemption for restaurants will go before city 
council tomorrow. Shoppers will soon need to bring in their own reusable bags or pay an 
extra fee for paper. Solana beach is one of 50 cities to take on a plastic bag ban. Santa 
Monica and lA have both joined the environmental effort, and it`s picking up speed in 
Sacramento. A state senate committee recently advanced a similar bill that would make 
the ban statewide. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   07/13/12 
Time:   7-9AM 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
New details released on the San Onofre nuclear power plant are raising questions about 
what's going to happen in the future. Federal regulators say the tubes carrying 
radioactive water-- eroded faster than expected. New data finds thousands of damaged 
tubes are in two units. Regulators and plant owners say the reactors won't restart until all 
safety issues are addressed. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   7/11/12 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 

 
The debate over having a rope barrier at the Children's Pool in La Jolla is heating up 
again. Today the Coastal Commission will rule on whether to install rope year-round to 
separate humans and seals. Right now, the city maintains a rope that's only put up 
during pupping season. That's from December to May. Seal advocates say they want the 
rope to ensure safety of both seals and humans. Others feel the beach should be kept 
open for children. 
    
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   7/12/12 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
The number of stingray injuries is up around the county. San Diego lifeguards and 
paramedics treated 41 people yesterday. Most cases were reported in La Jolla Shores. 
That's higher than normal. But stings are common during this time of the year. 
Beachgoers are urged to shuffle their feet to avoid being stung. 
 

Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 5 
Airdate:   7/05/12 
Time:  5P 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
Dozens of volunteers headed to county beaches early this morning for the Surfrider 
Foundation’s annual post-Fourth of July Morning After Mess clean-up effort. With 
thousands of pounds of trash to pick up, volunteers say they need all the help they can 
get. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 5 



Airdate:   7/11/12 
Time:  5p 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
A long-term solution is in the works to keep seals safe at the La Jolla Children’s Pool. 
The California Coastal Commission voted today on a plan to keep a rope barrier up 
year-round that would separate visitors from the seals.  Those who believe the seals 
should be protected from harassment have been fighting for years with beach access 
advocates, who say they want seals chased off the shore so it can be a safe swimming 
area for kids.  
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 6 
Airdate:   7/9/12 
Time:  6P 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
With the arrival of the summer heat wave comes an increased danger of brush fires. Our 
Skyfox video shows that a small fire broke out in Poway this afternoon. The fire burned 
about eight acres of a grassy, open area.  No homes or structures were threatened and 
it was out in about half an hour.   
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 6 
Airdate:   7/9/12 
Time:  6p 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
Time is running out until a ban on plastic bags goes into effect in Solana Beach. 
Our reporter explains how this ban could go statewide.  
 

Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   07/15/12 
Time:  10:31 PM 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
People at the beach in Coronado this morning got to see an unusual sight: a neon green 
wave. Lifeguards say the military uses green colored dye as a marker for their training 
sessions in the navy, and some of the dye apparently washed up on shore. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   07/29/12 
Time:  10:21 PM 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
The waiting is over! The San Diego zoo's giant panda, Bai Yun, has given birth to her 
sixth cub. At 11:00 a.m. zoo officials observed signs of labor in the 20-year-old female 
giant panda. Researchers estimate she delivered the cub a little after 2:00 p.m. Bai Yun 
is now one of the world’s oldest giant pandas to have given birth.  
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   07/01/12 
Time:  10:31 PM 



Type:  1 hour news program 
 
So many jobs have become obsolete in the past decade, and now, workers don't know 
where to turn. But a new San Diego training center is offering an option. Our reporter 
shows us the program that’s equipping the unemployed with the skills they need to build 
environmentally-friendly homes and businesses. 

 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   7/2/12 
Time:  10p 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
A lifeguard spotted a great white shark at La Jolla shores, a scary sight as beaches start 
to get packed for the Fourth of July holiday. 
Our reporter is live in La Jolla shores where the beaches are still closed.    
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   7/16/12 
Time:  10p 
Type:  1 hour news program 
  
A brush fire is burning on a training range in Camp Pendleton.  Fire officials say it’s 
already scorched more than 130-acres and it continues to grow.  The flames erupted at 
about 4 this afternoon and Marine Corps officials say its only 5% contained tonight.  It’s 
burning an open area of the base, and no homes or other buildings are threatened.  
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Tuesday, August 14 
Time:   6:00 a.m. 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
Conservation groups are asking the federal government to put great white sharks on the 
endangered species list.  
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Monday, August 13 
Time:  6:00 a.m. 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
Hundreds of dead fish were found in Lindo Lake, while just a few feet away other fish are 
thriving.  
 

Program:  FOX 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Thursday , August 9 
Time:    5:00am 
Type:    5 hour news program  
 
A new era for the environment and Solana Beach. The plastic bag ban in Solana Beach 
starts today. To make the transition from plastic go smoothly Mayor Dave Roberts will be 
handing out reusable shopping bags at the sprouts farmers market today from 11 to 



noon. Solana Beach is the first city in San Diego County to ban the use of plastic bags in 
grocery stores and pharmacies. 
 
Program:  FOX 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Monday, August 13 
Time:    5:00am 
Type:    5 hour news program  
 
Something fishy is going on in Lakeside and it doesn't smell good. Hundreds of dead fish 
were found in Lindo Lake while just a few feet away other fish are thriving. The hundreds 
of dead fish are on the far east side of the lake which suffered from a lower water level. 
Park rangers in the area say the drought is to blame but residents say otherwise. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   08/08/12  
Time:   7-9AM 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
It’s a new era for the environment and Solana Beach. The plastic bag ban in Solana 
Beach starts today. It’s the first city in San Diego County to ban the use of plastic bags in 
grocery stores and pharmacies. To make the transition from plastic go smoothly-- mayor 
Dave Roberts will be handing out free reusable shopping bags at the sprouts farmers 
market today from 11 to noon. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   08/08/12 
Time:   7-9AM 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
Two major energy projects will be taken up at a meeting today. The board of supervisors 
will look at the 'Tule wind power project'. It would add hundreds of wind turbines.  The 
other project would add transmission lines. Leaders claim this will provide enough power 
for 60-thousand homes-- and reduce greenhouse emissions. Opponents say the projects 
will harm the environment. 
    
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   8/3/12 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
A new park highlighting San Diego`s native birds will officially open this morning. 
Council president pro tem Kevin Faulconer will join city and neighborhood leaders to 
open the Mission Hills Mini Park at ten this morning. The park is designed with the local 
habitat in mind and highlights San Diego`s native aviary population. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   8/17/12 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 



Fire crews are close to containing a series of back country wildfires that have burned 
more than 20-thousand acres this week. This morning, the Wilson fire is 75 percent 
contained and the Stewart fire is 90 percent contained. So far, four firefighters have 
been hurt fighting the blazes. Crews have spent nearly six million dollars trying to 
contain them. The fires were sparked over the weekend by lightning strikes. 
    
Program: Fox 5 News 
Airdate:   08/14/2012 
Time:  5pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
California could become the first state in the nation to ban single-use plastic bags. A 
coalition of environmental groups gathered in La Jolla shores to announce their support 
for a bill in the legislature. Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher, who is a co-author of the bill, 
says Californians discard some 123-thousand tons of plastic bags every year. 
 
Program: Fox 5 News 
Airdate: 08/09/2012 
Time:  5pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
The worsening drought is having a major impact across the country. An international 
agency says the drought in the U.S. might drive up food prices across the globe. 
Meanwhile state and federal lawmakers are fighting to find relief for struggling farmers. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 6 
Airdate:   8/2/12 
Time:  6p 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
San Diego police tell us they’ve seen more cases of crooks stealing restaurant grease.  
It’s apparently a lucrative business.  A local licensed grease hauler hired by restaurants 
to take away grease tells us one of his tanks gets broken into each week by crooks who 
make a profit by selling grease to turn into biofuel. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 6 
Airdate:   8/3/12 
Time:  6P 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
The staff of the California Coastal Commission is recommending the commission give 
the green light to a massive redevelopment plan for the Chula Vista bay front. The City 
of Chula Vista and the San Diego Port District propose to transform 556 acres of 
waterfront property into a residential and resort destination. It would also include 230 
acres of public parks, open space and natural habitat on what was the site of the old 
power plant. The next step is a formal public hearing before the full commission. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   08\04\12 
Time:  10:05 pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 



Fox 5 takes a closer look at rare jellyfish showing up more frequently off the coast of San 
Diego.  Marine biologists say the potent sting of these black jellyfish poses a threat to 
swimmers. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   08/05/12 
Time:  10:08 pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
Nasa’s rover, Curiosity, makes history by touching down on Mars, thereby completing 
the space agency’s most dangerous landing ever. Our reporter was live at San Diego’s 
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center where local stargazers watched the rover’s arrival to 
the Red Planet.  
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   08/11/12 
Time:  10:02 pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
An excessive heat warning that was in effect for our inland areas throughout the day was 
lifted just two hours ago. Our reporter tells us what you can do to keep your energy bill 
down during this heat wave. 
 
Program:        Fox 5 News at Ten 
Airdate:          8/23/2012 
Time:             10pm 
Type:             1 hour news program 
 
The San Diego County water authority... is putting the final touches on a contract to buy 
water from a desalination plant slated for Carlsbad. The water authority board is 
expected to take action on the agreement later this Fall. We take a look at what it will 
mean if approved & built. 
 
Program:        Fox 5 News at Ten 
Airdate:          8/22/2012 
Time:             10pm 
Type:             1 hour news program 
 
Just days after the infamous water gun fight at the lily pond in Balboa Park, we're now 
learning repairs may add up to much more than once thought. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Monday, September 10 
Time:   6:00 a.m. 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
More stormy weather possible today especially in the inland valleys, mountains and 
desert areas. On Sunday, more than 250 lightning strikes hit San Diego County.  
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Tuesday, September 11 



Time:  6:00 a.m. 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
Triple amputee Marine Corporal Juan Dominguez gets a smart home in Temecula 
Tuesday morning.  
 

Program:  FOX 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Thursday , September 20 
Time:    5:00am 
Type:    5 hour news program  
 
More wildfire happen in Los Angeles County than any other county in California.    
According to a study more than 2 million homes are at risk in the Golden State. San 
Diego falls behind LA. 240,000 homes in SD are at high risk of being destroyed in   a 
wildfire. 
 
Program:  FOX 5 Morning News 
Airdate:  Monday, September 17 
Time:    5:00am 
Type:    5 hour news program  
 
Mayor Jerry Sanders set to hold a demonstration at Petco Park this morning. He'll show 
how a new bicycle sharing program will work. Big cities like New York, Chicago and 
Anaheim have already adopted bike sharing programs. The program  here in San Diego 
could start by next Spring. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   09/20/12 
Time:   7-9AM 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 
The Sycamore landfill is being expanded. Yesterday, the San Diego city council 
unanimously approved the plan to increase the landfill by 26-- acres. Right now, it is 
nearly 500-acres. The council also approved operators at sycamore to run the facility 24-
hours a day. Officials say the expansion will allow the landfill to keep operating until 
about 2040. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   09/19/12 
Time:   7-9AM 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
Time for another tech report test drive, when we take a spin in an eco-friendly car. 
This time tech dude rich Demuro is getting behind the wheel of the "ford c-max." Let's 
check in with him now from his AT&T u-verse studio. 
 

Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   9/6/12 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Type:   5 ½ hour news program 
 



A coalition of local business groups is launching a new campaign to encourage bicycle 
riding in several local districts. They plan to install more bike racks and bike corrals in 
seven areas of San Diego. Modeled after a successful pilot program in Long Beach, San 
Diego's bike friendly business districts are designed to encourage people to bicycle 
when making short trips to their neighborhood businesses and events. 
 
Program:  Fox 5 Morning News 
Airdate:   9/12/12 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Type:  5 ½ hour news program 
 
The University of San Diego wins five million dollars for climate change education. The 
National Science Foundation issued six similar awards nationwide as part of its climate 
change education partnership program. The program aims to help residents learn more 
about preparing for and responding to climate change. 
 
Program: Fox 5 News 
Airdate:   09/18/2012 
Time:  5pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
The Arctic Ocean is losing its ice faster than ever. Scientists measuring the sea ice say 
there is less than any time since satellite observations started in 1979. Researchers 
believe shipping and oil production in the Arctic is leaving a layer of black soot on the ice, 
which allows it to heat faster, and then melt. 
 
Program: Fox 5 News 
Airdate: 09/13/2012 
Time:  5pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
The San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant may come back online. The plant’s operator is 
expected to submit a plan to restart one of its two reactors. Federal regulators will then 
review the plan, which they say could take months. At this point, there is no word on if 
Edison Plans to try to restart the second reactor. Both have been shut down since 
January for a variety of issues. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 6 
Airdate:   9/12/12 
Time:  6P 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
Bird waste building up on rocks in La Jolla Cove is creating a very unpleasant smell.  It’s 
a story we’ve been following for months.  Now business owners fed up with the stench 
are themselves creating a big stink with the city.  Our reporter shows us what they’re 
asking for. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 6 
Airdate:   9/19/12 
Time:  6p 
Type:  1 hour news program 



 
Wildfire season is upon us and new numbers show just how many California and San 
Diego homes could be at risk.  The new study shows more than 2 million homes in 
California are at risk. 240,000 of those homes are in San Diego.  The study is done by 
the insurance underwriting company Verisk.  It takes into account fuel, slope of terrain 
and access to firefighters. 

  
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   09/01/12 
Time:  10:05 pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
High surf hit the beaches north of Carlsbad over the Labor Day weekend. The National 
Weather service issued a high surf advisory for San Diego County beaches through 
Monday night. Lifeguards told Fox 5 they were seeing a spike in rescues because of the 
high surf. 
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   09/15/12 
Time:  10:00pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
San Diego is in the middle of a heat wave. From the coast to the mountains- everyone is 
feeling the record breaking heat. Our reporter tells us how people are dealing with these 
scorching temperatures.    
 
Program: FOX 5 NEWS AT 10 
Airdate:   09/30/12 
Time:  10:04pm 
Type:  1 hour news program 
 
The combination of intense heat, low humidity, and brief periods of strong winds will 
increase the threat of wildfires over the next several days in San Diego County.  
Firefighters expect this heightened fire danger to last through Tuesday, and advise 
residents to be on alert, taking all necessary precautions. 
 
Program:        Fox 5 News at Ten 
Airdate:          9-17-2012 
Time:             10pm 
Type:             1 hour news program 
 
Three companies are competing for a spot to partner with the City of San Diego for a 
new bike sharing program. It's kind of like a rental car--but a bike... and it's the newest 
way people are getting around town--or even to work. We take a look at how this could 
help the environment. 
 
Program:        Fox 5 News at Ten 
Airdate:          9-06-2012 
Time:             10pm 
Type:             1 hour news program 
 



One year anniversary of a major power outage in San Diego. A local woman talks about 
how she’s now growing more vegetables in her garden in case any emergency happens. 
 


