
  

“This Week in the Stateline” is our weekly Public Affairs Program that airs every Sunday 

from 6:00 am to 6:30 am, featuring a local host interviewing local guests about local 

topics of community interest. 

2020 3rd Quarter 

7/5/20  1st guest, DeKalb City Manager Bill Nicklas talks about how Facebook picked 
DeKalb for their new Data Center project and outlines how he and other leaders 
including Illinois Governor Pritzker worked together to make this happen. 2nd guest, 
Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park District with updates on the latest community 
developments including numerous facilities opening, events being rescheduled, and 
tournaments coming back. 3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about how 
Phase 4 is performing in Rockford, the opening of Embassy Suites downtown, Aldeen 
Dam reconstruction, and a new Employment Program for Youth he is developing with 
the Rockford Park District. 
 
7/12/20  1st guest, U.S. Marine Gunnery Sergeant Louis discusses what it’s like to be a 
Marine, how to become one, and talks about the Marines 245th birthday coming this 
year. 2nd guest, Cathy McDermott of the Rockford City Market updates us on the latest 
additions and advances with the City Market, from the addition of beer and vendors, live 
music, and later hours now going to be 8pm each Friday through Labor Day. 3rd guest, 
Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the newly announced Auburn Street 
initiative for repairs, COVID-19 updates in the city, the opening of the new Family Peace 
Center, and his next Virtual Town Hall Meeting on Business Development. 
 
7/19/20  1st guest, Karen Carlson from Gigi’s Playhouse talks about their golf outing 
happening on Sept. 14th. She outlines safety measures being taken, the event, and how 
funds generated from the event will help support programs for area individuals with 
Down Syndrome.  2nd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara outlines the COVID-19 
plan just released from Governor Pritzker, about staying open and what factors could 
cause a reverse in moving forward. He also discusses Rockford Public Schools going 
back this fall in a COVID world, he outlines his new Economic Virtual Town Hall session 
coming up on 7/21, and wraps up with a push for the Census and why it is important. 
 
7/26/20  1st guest, Adam Ellwanger of Boone County Fire District #2 talks about their 
annual Donut Days fundraiser coming up Aug. 8th and 9th and how the funds collected 
will be used. Sierra Kellen of Rockford’s new Family Peace Center talks about the 
center and how victims of domestic abuse can get help. 3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara discusses his Economic Virtual Town Hall, the latest on COVID-19 and how 
far we’ve come, and about additional Mobile Covid Testing Centers. 
 
 
 
 



8/2/20  1st guest, Cassi Steurer of the United Way talks about their RE-United event 
planned for numerous restaurants on Aug. 15 for our local 815 Day. 2nd guest, another 
visit with Sierra Kellen of Rockford’s new Family Peace Center, about how they can 
provide help for victims of domestic abuse. 3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara 
talks about Covid-19 updates, schools opening, census update, and an update on 
casino approvals. 
 
8/9/20  1st guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s Playhouse talks about their charity golf outing 
coming up Sept. 14th to benefit local individuals with Down Syndrome. 2nd guest, 
another visit with Cassi Steurer of the United Way as she discusses their RE-United 
event planned for numerous restaurants on Aug. 15 for our local 815 Day. 3rd guests, 
Dr. Derek Prado and Charlotte Meyer with Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
for abused children talk about the Cars for CASA charity car show on Aug. 23rd.  
 
8/16/20  1st guest, Mark Finnegan of VetsRoll discusses the 5th Annual VetsRoll Golf 
Outing taking place Aug. 22nd.  2nd guest, Janine Idstein of Heartland Hospice outlines 
their first ever Operation Gratitude Cash Collection event Aug. 19th and Aug. 20th for 
Military Color Guards in the area. 3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about 
the two tornados that hit our area on Aug. 10th, COVID-19 updates, Town Hall Meetings, 
and why the 2020 Census is so important. 
 
8/23/20  1st guest, Jean Lopez of Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful talks about recycling 
needs and hours, as well as their upcoming Golf Play Day fundraiser on Sept. 25.  2nd 
guest, Shauna El-Amin of the Downtown Beloit Association discusses their Downtown 
Beloit Book Drive through the end of the month, where residents can drop off books for 
all ages for their Little Free Libraries in downtown Beloit for the school year ahead.  3rd 
guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the fluctuating COVID-19 numbers 
and encourages citizens to hold the line. He also outlines the planned use of a $2 
million dollar Infrastructure Grant. 
 
8/30/20  1st guest, Michael Peyton of Family Counseling Services of Rockford discusses 
services they provide and how to reach them, as well as how to support them with their 
inaugural Meat Raffle happening Sept. 2nd.  2nd guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s 
Playhouse provides an update about their charity golf outing coming up Sept. 14th to 
benefit local individuals with Down Syndrome.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara discusses gun violence in our community and how we as citizens can help 
curb the problem. Plus the latest on COVID-19 mask mandate for dining in restaurants. 
 
9/6/20  1st guest, Shannon Bell talks about the “Ease the Mind Motorcycle Ride” for 
Veterans, coming up Sept. 12th.  2nd guests, Bill Grennell and Debbie Lindley of The 
Literacy Council talk about how September is National Literacy Month, ways to donate 
and volunteer.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about neighborhood 
development and the Minor Rehab Housing Lottery Program, the 30-day anniversary of 
the opening of The Family Peace Center, Census responses, and COVID-19 updates 
and responsibilities for each of us. 
 



9/13/20  1st guests, since September is National Literacy Month, Bill Grennell and 
Debbie Lindley of The Literacy Council are featured again discussing ways to donate 
and volunteer with The Literacy Council.  2nd guests, Tom Kress and Sierra Kellen with 
the Family Peace Center talk about their golf outing on Sept. 25th, how to sign up and 
where the proceeds go.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about reading 
for the Literacy Council, the Family Peace Center, COVID-19 numbers getting worse, 
and how the 2020 Census is working going into the final month of data collection. 
 
9/20/20  1st guests, another segment with Tom Kress and Sierra Kellen with the Family 
Peace Center as they discuss the Family Peace Center golf outing this Friday, Sept. 
25th, how to sign up and where the proceeds go. 2nd guest, Dennis Horton of the Better 
Business Bureau talks about scams happening in a COVID world, including 
Employment Scams and Door-To-Door Scammers – he outlines where the scammers 
are from, how to report them, and the best advice, Buyer Beware. 3rd guest, Sierra 
Kellen of the Family Peace Center discusses the new center, its location, and how 
victims of domestic abuse can get help. 
 
9/27/20  1st guests, as we wrap up National Literacy Month, Bill Grennell and Debbie 
Lindley of The Literacy Council talk about ways to donate and volunteer.  2nd guest, 
Kristen Paul with the Rockford Area Convention & Visitors Bureau talks about the need 
for volunteers to help with Christmas decorating downtown for the 2020 version of 
“Stroll on State” kicking off Nov. 28th, outlining the times volunteers are needed and 
social distancing.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about COVID-19 
numbers getting worse, how the 2020 Census is working going into the final week of 
data collection, the 6 million dollar grant awarded to the Rockford Airport, and the 
Carpenter’s Place Spirit Award he and the city recently received. 


