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Summary: Dialogues in Cuban art, the culture of Tango, the plight of Pedro Pans and 
Spanish wine. 
 
Vista L.A. visits “Unbroken Ties: Dialogues in Cuban Art", an exhibit at the Museum of Latin 
American Art in Long Beach that focuses on the history of Cubans, their values and character 
beyond the island. The exhibition features contemporary Cuban art: paintings, prints, 
photographs and sculptures from 38 Cuban artists -- 12 artists who still live in Cuba -- and 26 
who live in exile in various countries. This multi-faceted showing is a sneak peek at the 
unbroken ties of the Cuban spirit. Next, dance away to the birthplace of the Tango with our 
ABC7 reporter Jane Monreal. The birthplace of Tango is Argentina, but if you're not planning 
a trip to South America anytime soon...Vista L.A. shows you the Tango scene in Southern 
California! There is a place to tango every night of the week in Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties. Then, it’s the untold American story…from December 1960 to October 1962, more 
than 14,000 Cuban youths arrived alone in the United States. The children ranged from two to 
17 years old. They were placed in orphanages, camps, foster homes and the luckier kids 
were placed with extended family members. These minors who traveled alone eventually 
came to be known as "Pedro Pan" children. According to the U.S. National Archives, this 
exodus of unaccompanied minors is the largest in the Western Hemisphere. This event 
happened as a result of many rumors in Cuba that Fidel Castro was going to take all parental 
authority away from Cuban parents and that some children would be sent to the Soviet Union. 
Parents feared these rumors were true, they were torn and decided to make a huge sacrifice 
for the liberty of their children. These parents felt forced to say goodbye to their children; 
some had less than 48 hours to pack and get their kids on a plane. Today, the Pedro Pan 
children are grown up; however, what continues to tie them together is the inevitable 
experience of a journey, a flight that changed them and their families profoundly. Pedro Pans 
have a strong bond and share great patriotism and love for the United States, a country they 
said welcomed them with open arms. One way Pedro Pans are giving back to the U.S. and 
keeping their unique history alive is through the creation of a national organization called 
"Operation Pedro Pan Group." And last, wine bars may be common across Europe, but in Los 
Angeles they're the latest trend. Vista L.A. took a tour through “Bodega de Córdova”, a wine 
bar designed after the Old World Spanish taverns, offers a variety of Spanish wines and a 
great atmosphere in which to enjoy them. 
 
 
Hosts:  
Danny Romero; ABC 7 Weather forecaster 
 
 
Guests:  
Danny Romero, Cynthia MacMullin; MOLAA Curator, Gregorio Luke; Museum of Latin 
American Art Director, Frankie J.; Recording Artist, Jane Monreal, Julie Friedgen; 
Professional Tango Dancer, Jorge Geronimo; Professional Tango Dancer, Felix Chavez; 
Professional Tango Dancer, Lourdes Birba, Elly Chavel; Pedro Pan organization, Julio Vera, 
Francisco Firmat, Kenny Cordova; Owner, Bodega de Cordova 
 



 


