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Station KWCH –DT is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

There are three primary satellites of KWCH-DT which simulcast most of the 

programming. KBSD-DT, KBSH-DT, and KBSL-DT do insert local segments and are 

listed in the Supplemental Issues and Programming report for each station.  

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers how the issues and decisions by 

city, county and state government can affect them.     
 

 



 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 4:30 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 

60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 
This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:00am - 4:00am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:00am – 4:30am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

CBS This Morning  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

CBS Saturday Morning Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 
 



 

 

Additional Special programming  

 

Sun 3/15 10:35-11:05pm Eyewitness Sports Special: Road to the Final Four 

The Eyewitness Sports Team will recap the NCAA BB tournament team selections highlighting Kansas 

and Wichita State Universities. 

 

Tue 3/24 6:30-7:00pm City of Wichita Mayoral Candidate Forum 

Eyewitness News Anchor Michael Schwanke moderates the forum with candidates Jeff Longwell and Sam 

Williams.  

 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 

 

 
Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  

Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 
 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person’s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 
 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer’s comments and answering 

viewer’s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12 Investigations 
  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 



 

 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers’ economic livelihood. 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

Does It Work 

10pm Wednesdays 

 

Locally produced reports on retail items and if they work as advertised. 
 

 



 

 

2015 FEBRUARY SWEEPS STORIES 

 
COLLEGE SEX ASSAULTS – SCHWANKE/GORDON – THURSDAY, JAN. 29TH 

A look at the team which response when an allegation of rape occurs at a college. 

HEADSTONE FRUSTRATION - -SCHWANKE – THURSDAY FEB 5th 

A followup to a FF12 investigation into a man who has promised to make headstones for people, only to 

take the money, not do the work, and hang out at the casino.  It’s now happened to several more victims.  

We have their story and we are trying to find this guy.  

 

SUGAR BABIES – SEABROOK/TAYLOR – SUNDAY, FEB. 8TH 
College women who through seekingarrangement.com find “sugar daddys” to pay their way through 

college.  

 

HEART HEALTH FOLO – BATES/SCHUNN – THURSDAY, FEB. 12TH 
It’s been about a year since DJ Bowles collapsed at WSU basketball practice.  There’s a test that could be 

given to all athletes as part of their physical that could detect heart conditions.  Despite the fact that it costs 

only between $25-$100 – most schools don’t offer EKGs.  We’ll talk to the family of a Tulsa boy who died 

of sudden cardiac arrest.  This family is making a push for EKGs for all athletes and is actually providing 

them to some. 

 

QUALITY OF LIFE – KLOSE/ANDERSON – SUNDAY, FEB. 15TH 
Story with family who has a daughter who is severely disabled.  Mother contacted us after another story 

where we said “the child is expected to survive.”  But is surviving enough?  The family talks about their 

experience and their perspective on quality of life. 

 

USD SCHOOL SEX OFFENDER FLAG – THURSDAY FEB 19th 

We take a look at the USD259 new driver’s license scan system being used to flag potential sex offenders 

who visit schools.  How has it worked.  Any problems?  How many potential sex offenders have been 

caught in one year? 

 

DOES IT WORK:  SCHEFFLER/MCMULLEN/MCFADDEN 

SCRUBBA TRAVEL WASH BAG – WEDNESDAY, JAN. 28TH 
Product claims to be the lightest and most compact “washing machine” in the world. 

 

BREATHOMETER – WEDNESDAY, FEB. 4TH 

Product claims to transform your smartphone into a breathalyzer in seconds. 

 

JAMBERRY NAILS, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11TH 
Product you put over your nails that’s supposed to look like polish. 

 

NAP ZAPPER, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 18TH 
Product you wear on your ear that will sound an alarm if your head nods.  Supposed to keep you awake 

while driving. 

 



 

 

 

KWCH FIRST QUARTER 2015 
 

CRIME 
 

1/1/2015                  6am 

Formal charges are filed against the woman accused of scalding a child she was babysitting. Mary Anne 

Garrett is now charged with child abuse. She made her first court appearance Wednesday. Deputies arrested 

Garrett on Monday after they say she confessed to burning two year old Caden Booth with scalding hot 

water from the shower more than 2 months ago. At first Garrett told investigators it was her granddaughter 

who accidentally sprayed booth with the water. We spoke to Caden's mother who says her child spent more 

than a month in the intensive care unit. Because of the nature of her job she asked us to not show her face. 

Caden's mother says he's on the way to recovering and the burns are healing. Garrett is scheduled to return 

to court January 15th. 

 

1/2/2015                  12pm 

A Wichita police officer is arrested on multiple counts of aggravated assault. Police say it started a 

domestic violence call to a home yesterday near 10th and Saint Paul. During an investigation, off duty 

officer Branden Glass was arrested for a separate fight at the home. Witnesses also told investigators Glass 

was involved in an incident back in August, using a weapon against 4 victims. Glass was booked into 

Sedgwick county jail on four counts of aggravated assault and one count of battery.  The case is still under 

investigation. He is suspended from the department with pay. Glass has been employed with the Wichita 

police department less than a year. According to his Facebook page he previously worked for the Sedgwick 

County Sheriff's department. 

 

1/4/2015                  10pm 

In tonight's crime watch a bullet from a drive-by goes through a window in south-east Wichita... With two 

young kids sound asleep inside. And one neighbor says she saw the whole thing happen right before her 

eyes. Darci Fenton was watching the snow fall Saturday night... When she says two men pulled up in a 

truck. Wichita police say the 4 and 5-year-old boys were sleeping at the time. Thankfully no one was 

injured in the drive-by shooting... But the bullets did leave damage to neighbors’ homes and vehicles. Now 

neighbors just hope the people responsible are taken off the street soon. Wichita police say they 

interviewed several witnesses last night but still have no arrests in this case. 

 

1/5/2015                  10pm 

Factfinder 12 looked to see if Quintero had any other run-ins with police. In 2011, he was arrested and 

sentenced for assaulting an officer in Texas. We also got this indictment from Bear County District court in 

San Antonio. It shows how Quintero was indicted in 2012 for striking a police officer with his hand. 

 

1/6/2015                  6am 

John Paul Quintero's family members confirm, they are talking with attorney Benjamin Crump. Police shot 

and killed Quintero over the weekend. Crump is the man who represented Trayvon Martin's family in 

Florida following his death. 2 officers responded to a disturbance call after Quintero allegedly threatened to 

stab family members with a knife. Police say one officer shot Quintero after he moved toward an officer 

and reached for his waist. The two officers are now on paid administrative leave. Wichita city leaders are 

asking for the community's patients while they investigate the shooting. 

 

1/7/2015                  10pm 

Deputies checking on a child's welfare say they were forced to shoot a man when he pulled a gun on them. 

It's was breaking news we first reported on Facebook last night. Saline county deputies were talking with 

brock Nichols at his home near Assaria, when he asked to go to the bathroom. Instead he went into a dark 

bedroom, and deputies followed. When they turned on the lights, they say Nichols pointed a handgun at 



 

 

them and both deputies fired several shots. Nichols died at the hospital. Deputies were at the home to check 

on Nichols’ son-- when the boy's mother said she was worried Nichols had been drinking. The child was in 

another room and wasn't hurt. 

 

1/8/2015                  10pm      
She's charged in the death of her 10 year old son.  And tonight we know Lindsey Nicole Blansett will have 

an evaluation to see if she's competent to stand trial. Her attorney tells eyewitness news that he has reasons 

to believe she may not be. Lawyers will meet again in three weeks to discuss the results of a mental 

evaluation. Blansett is charged with first degree murder in the death of her son Caleb. 

 

1/9/2015                  6am 

A judge orders a mental evaluation for the woman accused of killing her 10-year old son. Lindsey Nichole 

Blansett is charged with first degree murder. Prosecutors say, the 33-year old wellington mother stabbed 

her son Caleb to death while he was in bed last month. Her attorney tells eyewitness news, he has reason to 

believe, and she may not be mentally fit to stand trial. Lawyers will meet again in three weeks to discuss 

the results of her evaluation. 

 

1/10/2015                9am 

Breaking news overnight... 2 men are dead and two more are in critical condition right now after an early 

morning shooting in southeast Wichita. Police say just before 2 this morning officers were called to the 

4800 block of East Harry for a disturbance with a weapon in the parking lot of The Place. Upon arrival 

police discovered 3 men suffering from gunshot wounds. All three men were taken to the hospital in critical 

condition. A fourth victim was found at the hospital. Dispatchers confirm two of those victims has now 

died. Police are still working to determine what led up to the fatal shooting. 

 

1/11/2015                10pm 

A Wichita man is arrested after police say he threatened people with a machete. Officers were called out to 

the two-hundred block of south hydraulic early this morning. They found the suspect outside an apartment 

complex where they say he woke five people up... While swinging a machete and yelling profanities. He 

was arrested and booked on charges of aggravated assault. 

 

1/12/2015                5am 

A Wichita man is arrested after police say he threatened people with a machete. Officers were called out to 

the two-hundred block of south hydraulic early Sunday morning. They found the suspect outside an 

apartment complex where they say he woke five people up... While swinging a machete and yelling 

profanities. He was arrested and booked on charges of aggravated assault. 

 

1/13/2015                6pm 

Wichita police detectives and the F-B-I are going through surveillance videos to find more clues about a 

man who robbed a southeast Wichita bank today. Police say he walked into an Intrust Bank branch inside 

of the Dillon’s at Harry and Edgemoor just before noon. He was wearing a ski mask. A teller says he 

pointed a handgun and demanded money.  The suspect left with an undetermined amount of cash. No one 

was hurt. Some nearby schools were put on lockdown for a few minutes because of the robbery. 

 

1/14/2015                6am 

29-year old Ishmael Bryant is the man accused in a deadly bar shooting over the weekend. He faces several 

charges including 2 counts of second degree murder. Police say, he is a documented gang member. Police 

are still trying to figure out the reason for the argument into what lead up to the shooting. 

Police are also still looking for the handgun used in the crime. Two other people were also shot Saturday 

morning. Both have been released from the hospital. 

 

1/15/2015                5pm  

Wichita police arrest two people in connection with a two year old murder case. James Gary was killed in 

July of 2013 in a parking lot near 11th and mead. Four others were also shot. Officers arrested one man in 

Texas, and another in a Kansas prison. Investigators think the shooting was gang related. 

 



 

 

1/16/2015                5am 

Luis Alvarado-Meraz is now in custody after police say he shot and killed his twin brother and that 

brother's wife. It was breaking news yesterday on eyewitness news this morning. Neighbors living at the 

Shores apartments near Pawnee and Broadway were terrified yesterday as police searched for Alvarado-

Meraz. He was found near a dumpster outside a business in the 700 block of east Mount Vernon just before 

noon. Police say the double murder happened around seven Wednesday night but they weren't notified until 

early yesterday morning. 

   

1/17/2015                8am 

Police in Kansas City are investigating a shooting that left two family members dead and another critically 

hurt. Yesterday afternoon police surrounded this home after a man allegedly shot his mother and his uncle 

in the driveway. When officers arrived the suspect barricaded himself inside the home before turning the 

gun on himself. The suspect's uncle was found dead inside a vehicle. The man's mother, who was about 70 

years old, remains in critical condition this morning after she was shot in the stomach.  Officials say she 

was also found in the vehicle, but authorities were able to pull her to safety. Police have been called to the 

residence numerous times for disturbances and domestic violence issues. 

No word on a possible motive. 

 

1/18/2015                10pm 

From more access, to answering your questions… the Sedgwick county district attorney is changing the 

way he handles officer involved shooting investigations.  It's a new effort to be more accountable to you.  

Tonight Anne Meyer has an interview you will only see on eyewitness news. Before, when an officer shot 

someone in the line of duty - we got a report like this one - explaining the district attorney's ruling on the 

case. But ever since Marc Bennett took over the top spot, he's making the process more transparent. 17 he 

was making what neighbors describe as increasingly bizarre statements around the neighborhood in the 

days leading up to this 22. From releasing police videos and pictures of evidence -- to answering your 

questions about the case… Sedgwick county district attorney Marc Bennett is trying to be more open to the 

public about officer involved shootings it’s a policy change he made when he took over the top job in 2012.    

Years before events like Ferguson Missouri - which put these cases into the national spotlight but Bennett 

knows these changes won't please everyone - and there are some things he can't talk about   that's why 

Bennett feels it's also important for his office to be involved in the community and open its door to civic 

leaders. He feels it's a move more district attorneys are making around the country - to prevent the 

problems that can come with controversial investigations. Since the beginning of last year, there have been 

five fatal officer involved shootings in Sedgwick County 

 

1/20/2015                10pm 

New tonight… a 15 year old is seriously hurt after he's shot twice. The teen was found in the street at 

Pawnee and Roosevelt in southeast Wichita. Police say they were responding to a disturbance call. 

It’s unknown what started the disturbance. The teen was taken to the hospital and officers say they were 

able to stabilize him. No arrests have been made. 

 

1/22/2015                5am 

A Wichita man was arrested after the death of a two-year-old girl. Two-year-old Avry Darnell was taken to 

the hospital Tuesday with a head injury. She later died.  According to officers her mother's boyfriend said 

he was playing with the girl at a playground. That's when she hit her head on a slide. Wichita police say... 

the story did not match her injuries. 32-year-old Sly Maples was arrested on suspicion of first degree 

murder. The case will be presented to the district attorney today. 

 

1/23/2015                12pm 

Newton police say they've found a woman abducted from Texas and arrested the man they say kidnapped 

her. Police stopped the car on I-135 around 4-45 this morning... They say a woman in the car had been 

abducted in Austin, Texas. Blindfolded and handcuffed.  Investigators say she was still being held against 

he will as they came through newton. Police say the woman was not hurt... And the suspect was arrested. 

We have a crew in newton... Working to get more information from police. We'll bring you more details as 

soon as we get them. 

 



 

 

1/29/2015                6am 

Would make it legal for you to exceed the speed limit, to some extent, to pass a slower moving vehicle. If 

the bill passes, you will be allowed to drive 10 miles over the speed limit in order to pass. Some people 

say... They already do it. But chad Crittenden with the Kansas state highway patrol says.... It's a dangerous 

move. The bill does not apply to vehicles pulling a trailer or another vehicle. The bill's first committee 

hearing is scheduled for next week. 

 

1/30/2015                12pm 

In the crime watch...police are looking for two men who robbed a woman in south Wichita. Police say the 

men kicked in the back door to a home on south hydraulic while a 19-year-old woman was inside. Police 

say the men were carrying high powered rifles - and wore hoodies and bandanas over their faces. The 

woman described their weapons as a-k 47's. The men left with 23-hundred dollars and electronics. Police 

say the men mentioned a name of someone the woman recognized - but that person was not home at the 

time. 

 

1/31/2015                8am 

Since learning the suspect's name is Darnell Hall...  Factfinder 12 has been doing our own digging in the 

case. We ran a background check on him... We didn't find any domestic violence investigations or 

"protection from abuse orders" filed against him. We only found one prior court case he's involved in. Hall 

was found guilty of "aggravated indecent liberties" in April of 2008. Records show... He fondled or touched 

a child under the age of 14. But in 2008... Hall was a juvenile... So there aren't many details.       Again... 

Hall remains in the Sedgwick County jail right now... On an arresting charge of first degree murder. His 

bond has not been set. We will continue to ask questions as the police investigation continues and bring you 

the latest on air and online. 

 

2/1/2015                  10pm 

New details are expected soon- regarding the death of this Wichita woman. Sabryna Guerrero Newman’s 

body was found on Friday... after she was reported missing just hours earlier. Her boyfriend was arrested 

that same day. Darnell hall was booked into the Sedgwick county jail on suspicion of first degree murder. 

Official charges could be filed sometime this week. We also expect to learn more on the investigation at the 

daily briefing with Wichita police tomorrow. 

 

2/2/2015                  5am 

Breaking overnight, police are investigating a possible abduction in Haysville right now. Katie Hatfield is 

live at the scene. Katie, what can you tell us?  Dispatchers say a woman taken during a home burglary, then 

dropped off. Dispatchers also tell us the woman was taken to the hospital. She’s in good condition. We've 

seen officers at the scene searching for evidence. They tell us they'll release more information later today. 

 

2/4/2015                  5pm 

On twitter, Randle's agent claimed the football player was *not arrested... but Wichita police say this *was 

an arrest even though Randle didn't go to jail. Melissa Scheffler explains the department's guidelines for 

factfinder 12. Wichita officers say an "arrest" doesn't mean they have to take someone to jail in handcuffs. 

In fact, officers say it's pretty common for officers to just issue a "notice to appear in court" and not take 

someone to jail. Police say a "notice to appear" does qualify as an arrest. That means the person is released 

with a scheduled court date. Officers say that helps reduce over-crowding and jail expenses 

Police say it's used for certain non-violent misdemeanor crimes. That includes things like shoplifting and 

marijuana possession. Police tell us because Randle would only be charged with possession, they decided 

not to take him to jail. 

 

2/5/2015                  10pm 

The information of tens of millions of Americans may be compromised.one of the nation’s largest health 

insurers Anthem was hacked. The company runs blue cross blue shield plans in more than a dozen states. 

This does not include Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas. Anthem discovered last week that hacker’s 

accessed as many as 80-million customer records exposing social security numbers, birth dates and 

addresses. The F-B-I says criminals will pay 50 times more for medical records than for a stolen credit 



 

 

card. So what can you do if you're concerned about your information? Scott Evans answered that question 

at five...you can see it again at KWCH dot com. We'll take a look at your weather next. 

 

 

2/6/2015                  10pm 

It’s an interview many of you saw exclusively last night on eyewitness news. Last night Dalia Jacobs...the 

ex-girlfriend of pro football player Joseph Randle spoke to eyewitness news and told her account of what 

happened at a downtown Wichita hotel early Tuesday morning. Randle was cited for having marijuana but 

that charge has been dropped. Melissa Scheffler joins us with the latest developments. Roger... 

Officers say by dropping this charge, it prevents any type of double jeopardy. Investigators are still learning 

more about what happened and want to be able to present all possible charges to the D-A's office at once. 

As we said, Randle was arrested Tuesday morning after officers were called for a domestic disturbance 

involving a gun. When officers arrived, they say they found marijuana in the hotel room, but no weapon.   

Randle was cited for a misdemeanor drug charge, but not taken into custody. Even though the charge is 

dropped police say it can still be re-filed. We know police are also investigating this as a possible domestic 

violence matter and other charges could be filed as well. As we said... Randle's ex-girlfriend shared her 

story of what happened that night only with eyewitness news you can watch Lauren Seabrook’s exclusive 

interview right now on our website K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

2/7/2015                  8am 

A police chase near valley center ends in a rollover wreck. Police say just before 2 this morning an officer 

tried to pull over a man for a routine traffic violation. The driver led police on a brief police chase before 

losing control and rolling the vehicle near 85th street and Oliver. The driver was taken to the hospital but is 

now expected to be okay. 

 

2/8/2015                  10pm 

This is new video showing the moments after an officer-involved shooting near Hugoton.  Few details have 

been released by authorities. We do know one person was shot by Stevens’s county deputies. No word on 

his condition at this time. 

 

2/9/2015                  6pm 

Today for the first time... we heard the 9-1-1 calls for help from women who say Dallas cowboy Joseph 

Randle threatened them. We requested the calls through the Kansas open records act. That's why we're just 

hearing them for the first time today. Lauren Seabrook listened to them in their entirety.  And joins us live 

inside the 9-1-1- dispatch center. Lauren?  Three calls came in here early Tuesday morning  

And when you hear them ... You may have a better idea of why Wichita police say this investigation is far 

from over.  In the third call that came in here ... Jacobs says "it was all a misunderstanding." She tells us 

she only said that because she was afraid of Randle. She says he had threatened her life and to take their 

son. Randle's attorney did not have a response to the 9-1-1 calls. This weekend he said... they would be 

reaching-out to police to cooperate with the investigation. But police tell us that hasn't happened yet. You 

can find Lauren’s exclusive interview with randle's ex-girlfriend right now on K-W-C-H dot com. Just 

click-on this story. 

 

2/10/2015                5am 

Two people charged with felony theft should be back in court today. Tabitha bates and her boyfriend 

Russell Hartlein are accused of stealing thousands of dollars from cheerleaders. Bates is the former Valley 

Center "junior cheerleader" director. Families of the cheerleaders say there were missing thousands of 

dollars and also some gear. They blame the couple for the theft of what they say is around $26-thousand 

dollars.   

 

2/11/2015                430am 

Dallas cowboy’s running back Joseph Randle faces a court date here in Wichita next week, in connection 

with an incident involving his ex-girlfriend. The mother of randle's son has filed a protection from abuse 

order against him. Dalia Jacobs called 9-1-1 last week, saying Randle threatened her with a gun, and broke 

out a car window. Her attorney says that's usually enough to warrant an arrest for assault, and he questions 

why the police investigation is taking so long. Does, that everybody is treated the same under the law. That 



 

 

no one gets special treatment."  Detectives say they are still trying to piece together interviews and 

evidence from the incident. Jacobs also says she's been trying to get child support from Randle. That case 

will also be in court next week. Lauren Seabrook has been following this story for the past week. You can 

look back at her exclusive interview with Jacobs at KWCH dot com. 

 

2/12/2015                5am 

An update to a scam we warned you about last week. Scammers calling... Claiming you owe money to the 

IRS... And you'll be arrested if you don't pay up. The Sedgwick County sheriff's office says they've been 

getting reports of scammers masking their numbers... So their call shows its coming from the sheriff's 

office. One person was told she owed several thousand dollars and the sheriff's office would send someone 

to arrest them immediately if they didn't pay over the phone.   Don't fall for it. Neither the sheriff's office 

nor the i-r-s will contact you for payment over the phone. Have a balance due you should watch for that 

notice in the mail. If you do receive those telephone calls that are threatening you do not want to give them 

any money.  The I-R-S is aware of the scam. If you've gotten one of these calls... You can report it to the 

treasury inspector general for tax administration at the number on your screen. We've also posted the 

information at KWCH-dot-com. 

 

2/13/2015                6am 

The case involving Dallas cowboys running-back and Wichita native. Joseph Randle could be handed over 

to the district attorney's office by the end of next week. That's according to the Wichita police department. 

Randle's ex-girlfriend, Dalia Jacobs, has filed a protection from abuse order against Randle. The case stems 

from a domestic disturbance call at a Wichita hotel last week. That's where Randle was cited for marijuana 

possession. That charge has been dropped. However, Jacob’s says, there is more to the case. She spoke 

exclusively to factfinder 12 investigator Lauren Seabrook. See her interview again only at K-W-C-H dot 

com. 

 

2/16/2015                6am 

We hope to learn more today about a body found in Park City. Police were called to the area of 69th street 

yesterday between Hillside and Oliver. That's where they found a man dead. Few details are known at this 

time. We do know, police are calling the death suspicious. Stay with eyewitness news on air and online at 

K-W-C-H dot com as we will bring you more details as soon as we get them. 

 

2/17/2015                6pm 

A Salina toddler is in protective custody after police say he was injured on a city bus and was then 

abandoned by his mother. Cindy Klose explains what happened. Cindy? Police say the mother left the 

injured child to go to a liquor store. Witnesses say the child was wandering around the bus and cut his head 

when the bus turned into the parking lot at Dillon’s on Planet Avenue. Emergency crews were called… 

that's when the mother left. When the ambulance got there, emergency workers had to delay taking the 

child to the hospital because they couldn't find her. Police were called... By the time officers arrived the 

child's mother... 29-year-old Kathy Johnson returned. She was allowed to ride with her son to the hospital. 

E-M-T's say on the way she was drinking from a liquor bottle pulled from her purse. She was later arrested 

for felony aggravated endangerment of a child. The 13-month-old was held overnight at the hospital for 

observation... He has since been released and is now in protective custody. 

 

 

2/18/2015                10pm 

Families get an update on the case against the director of a valley center youth cheer squad. Tabitha bates 

and her boyfriend Russell Hartline face felony theft charges and will be in court next week for a 

preliminary hearing. Parents say they're out about 26-thousand dollars, and cheer gear they never got.  The 

Sedgwick County district attorney is prosecuting the case and is asking parents to document those losses. 

Paying that money back could be part of the sentence if the couple is convicted of stealing the money. 

Families say they paid hundreds of dollars for gear they never got. They say all the checks were made out 

to director Tabitha Bates. 

 

2/19/2015                10pm 



 

 

The N-F-L is has now opened its own investigation into the Joseph Randle case. An investigator with the 

league has contacted us trying to obtain a copy of our news coverage of the story. It's related to an incident 

at a Wichita hotel earlier this month. Randle's ex-girlfriend told us that the cowboy running back had a gun 

and threatened her and their son. Randle's attorney denies the claim. The Sedgwick County district 

attorney's office is expected to be presented the case tomorrow. He will decide if there’s enough evidence 

to file charges. 

 

2/20/2015                6pm 

Goddard school police officers say... They've arrested a former student for bringing a gun to the high 

school.  You saw it first as breaking news at four.   The school's police chief says... The armed man was 

never near any students. Pilar Pedraza spoke with the chief. Pilar? Students tell us they didn't even know 

about the armed man here at the high school until after school was out. The district's police chief told me 

security is something they take very seriously here. Dean Farmer has been booked into the Sedgwick 

County jail for having a gun on school property. The school police chief says he'll be discussing what 

charges should be filed in this case with the district attorney on Monday. 

 

2/21/2015                8am 

A former Goddard student is arrested for bringing a gun to the high school. It was breaking news we first 

told you about yesterday afternoon. Police say 20-year-old Dean Farmer showed-up at the school with 

another man and asked to visit a current student. This tipped-off staff that something was wrong, because 

unscheduled visits like this are against school policy. The two men were brought into the school's office... 

And district police questioned them. This led to a pat-down where a semi-automatic handgun was 

discovered on farmer. Students we spoke with say... They didn't find out about what happened until after 

school and it seemed like a normal day. School police say... No threats were ever made. The school did 

send a letter home to parents about the incident. Farmer was booked into jail for criminal use of a weapon 

and possession of a firearm on school grounds. The other person he was with... Remains under 

investigation. 

 

2/22/2015                10pm 

We continue tracking news that we first broke last night at ten. An arrest is made nearly nine months after a 

Newton teacher was killed in Harvey County. 28-year-old Crystal Stauffer was hit by a car last June. And 

later died. Police have arrested the woman who was driving that car - 40-year-old Kala Horton. Devon 

Fasbinder spoke with Stauffer's family and friends today as they work to keep her memory alive. 

 

2/23/2015                12pm 

A preliminary hearing is underway right now. In the murder trial against Sam Vonachen. He's accused of 

killing his sister and mother after setting their home on fire. His father escaped the blaze. The 15-year-old 

was charged as an adult with 2 counts of first degree murder and one count of attempted murder in October. 

If convicted he would be the youngest person in the Kansas prison system. Today's hearing will look at 

whether there's enough evidence to send the case to trial. In court today prosecutors said Vonachen poured 

a flammable substance inside the home. The court also heard his 9-1-1 call after the fire. In it Vonachen 

was heard telling dispatchers to hurry. More than 200 pictures from the fire scene were also admitted as 

evidence. Lauren Seabrook is inside the courtroom look for her live reports later tonight and follow her on 

twitter at K-W-C-H Lauren for updates. 

 

2/24/2015                6am 

Sam Vonachen is accused of setting his Hutchinson home on fire 2 years ago. His mother and sister died in 

the fire. His father made it out alive. During his preliminary hearing yesterday - prosecutors played a taped 

interview where Vonachen admitted to a detective he killed his mother and sister. When asked, he says, he 

would kill again - Maybe someone in jail. Vonachen says, he's always been curious about death, ghosts and 

reincarnation. He says, he had plans to kill students at his school with a sword. 

He will be back in court next week. If convicted, he will be the youngest person in the Kansas prison  

system. 

 

2/25/2015                530am 



 

 

Today marks the 10-year anniversary of the arrest of B-T-K. Dennis Rader was arrested February 25-th 

2005. Later that year, he pled guilty to the murders of 10 people in Wichita over a period of 17 years. He 

described the murders in detail and offered no apology. He is serving a life sentence with no parole for 175 

years at the El Dorado correctional facility. Former Wichita police chief Norman Williams will talk with 

Eyewitness News later today on this anniversary. Watch for it on eyewitness news at 5 and 6. 

 

2/26/2015                10pm 

This 8-foot wooden cross was stolen from a Wichita man's front yard. It was built in honor of his wife  

who was killed in a car crash nearly three years ago.  

 

2/27/2015                430am 

John is still looking for a stolen wedding ring just a year ago. Burglars broke into his home and stole his 

wife's custom made wedding ring. It has still not turned up. We have photos of the ring up on our Facebook 

page. Please take a close look and share them with your friends.  John is offering a 500-dollar reward for 

the ring no questions asked. 

 

2/28/2015                8am 

Breaking news overnight in west Wichita where one man was critically hurt in a stabbing. Police say it 

happened just after midnight in an apartment complex near the 2 thousand block of west McCormick. A 

man in his 40's was discovered with two stab wounds to his chest and shoulder. He was taken to the 

hospital in critical condition. Investigators are still looking into what led up to the stabbing. No arrested 

have been made. 

 

3/1/2015                  10pm 

We’re following another breaking news situation this one in northwest Kansas. We received reports of a 

possible body found in Sheridan County. The sheriff's office would not release any details. But we are told 

that KBI is handling the investigation. We will continue tracking both of those situations for any new 

developments. Look for updates on air and online at K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

3/2/2015                  6pm 

New at six...these puppies are now safe after being stolen from a Wichita home last week. They were taken 

along with their mother by women impersonating animal control officers. After our story aired Friday, a tip 

lead an animal control officer to a south Wichita field where they were found. The owner identified them 

and brought them to the "Kansas Humane Society" to be put up for adoption. The two-month-old pit bull 

puppies will go through normal evaluations and be made available for adoption. One puppy is still missing 

and police are still looking for the animal control imposters. 

 

3/3/2015                  10pm 

El Dorado police are investigating the death of a three month old. It happened this morning. Devon 

Fasbinder joins us live from the scene with what we know. The deputy chief tells me officers responded to 

this area at roughly nine thirty this morning for the death of a three month old girl. I'm told the death is 

suspicious but officers don't yet know the cause or manner of the death. An autopsy tomorrow will provide 

more information. One man has been arrested in relation to the case, but not for homicide. The man was 

arrested on obstruction and child endangerment. I'm told the man is related to the baby girl. I spoke with a 

few neighbors in the area who say police cars have been here all day. They say several homes in this area 

are rentals and they often see police, e-m-s and fire crews out here. We're expecting more information from 

police tomorrow afternoon. Eyewitness news will follow up with the police department for more 

information tomorrow. Look for the latest on air and online. 

 

3/4/2015                  430m 

Breaking news overnight an off-duty Wyandotte County police officer is shot several times during a 

robbery. KBSH says the officer walked into a 7-11 in the middle of a robbery and was shot. The robbery is 

connected to several others last night. Police are looking for people connected to the robbery and shooting. 

They say 3-4 people left the scene in a car but later ditched it. Police won't say how the officer is doing. 

 

3/5/2015                  12pm 



 

 

The Wichita police department is asking for your help in finding this sign. W-P-D posted this photo on 

Facebook earlier today. They say this sign used to be above the Joyland roller coaster, but it has been 

stolen. If you have any information, you're asked to call police. 

 

3/6/2015                  5pm 

A federal judge refuses to toss out charges against the man accused of trying to blow up Wichita’s airport. 

Terry Loewen faces terrorism related charges. Prosecutors say he tried to bring a van filled with what he 

thought were explosives onto the tarmac. They were actually dummy devices given to him by an 

undercover agent. Loewen's lawyer wanted the case dismissed, claiming entrapment. 

 

3/7/2015                  8am 

A staffer for a Kansas congressman is now facing a slew of child sex crimes. Police say 31 year old 

Matthew Pennell was arrested Thursday on 17 counts of sexual exploitation of a child. His arrest comes 

after an investigation by Dodge City police and the internet crimes against children task force. His bond is 

set at 75-thousand dollars. Pennell’s linked-in page says he works in Congressman Tim Huelskamp's 

Dodge City office. Other online documents show he worked there as recently as December. The 

congressman's office has now issued a statement addressing the allegations. That’s new this morning. The 

statement reads "Upon learning of his arrest, the Office immediately placed Mr. Pennell on Leave without 

Pay until further notice.  Because this is an ongoing investigation, we are unable to provide further 

comment at this time." 

 

3/8/2015                  10pm 

Criminal charges are expected to be filed this week against the suspect in a deadly shooting this weekend. 

48-year-old joseph sweet was shot and killed in Norton late Friday night. The suspected gunman also fired 

at police and led officers on a high speed chase that ended north of Oberlin. Nobody else was hurt. The 

suspect, whose name has not been released, remains jailed in Norton County. 

 

3/9/2015                  6pm 

New now… a Great Bend woman accused of stealing a hundred thousand dollars from veterans is found 

guilty. The great bend tribune reports Laveeta Miller was found guilty on two counts of theft by deception. 

She'll be sentenced next week. Miller was charged with taking money from the Great Bend based central 

prairie honor flights program. It's a nonprofit organization which gives free trips to World War II veterans 

to go to Washington and see the memorials. 

 

 

3/12/2015                5pm 

A suspected bank robber faces more than 2 dozen charges after police say he led them on a chase. 

Derrick Billups was booked into jail on 29 charges, including aggravated robbery, theft, possession of 

stolen property and numerous traffic and drug charges. Investigators say yesterday's chase began when 

police connected Billups to a bank robbery. Police say Billups took off when they tried to pull him over, 

and a passenger in his vehicle jumped out of the car. She was run over by the vehicle and broke her leg. 

Officers eventually stopped Billups inside a building on the Via Christi campus. Police say they recovered 

a substantial amount of the cash stolen from the bank. 

 

3/13/2015                10pm 

Prosecutors use the word "predator" to describe a coach accused of child sex crimes- and say, they've 

opened two new cases against him in Reno County. 21 year old Patrick Blevins made his first appearance 

in court today-charged with four counts of indecent liberties with a minor and one count of aggravated 

criminal sodomy. Prosecutors say the crimes happened last summer when the victim was 12, and again this 

January. Until this week, Blevins was an assistant girls’ basketball coach at trinity catholic high school in 

Hutchinson. The principal says the alleged crimes didn't happen at the school or during school activities. 

He says Blevins was not a teacher... And he passed multiple background checks. Background check.  In 

court today, the district attorney said, after media reports of Blevins arrest-investigators opened two new 

cases involving boys from other schools. The judge increased his bond to 750-thousand dollars. 

 

 



 

 

3/14/2015                9am 

Authorities are investigating two *new* accusations against an assistant coach at "trinity catholic high 

school" in Hutchinson. Patrick Blevins was charged yesterday with four counts of aggravated indecent 

liberties with a child and one count of aggravated sodomy. He's accused of molesting a 12-year-old last 

summer and again in January. We now know investigators opened two new cases against Blevins after 

reports of his arrest. A judge has raised his bond from 150-thousand to 750-thousand dollars after the 

prosecutor said he was a flight risk. He is due back in court in April. 

 

3/15/2015                10pm 

Investigators still searching for a suspect in a string of suspected arsons in Reno County. The sheriff says 

fourteen grassfires were set Saturday morning along a 20-mile stretch between Arlington and Langdon. 

Officials say all fourteen are believed to have been set intentionally. Anyone with information on 

suspicious activity in that area is asked to call 911. 

 

3/16/2015                10pm 

A prank that could lead to criminal charges. 75-year-old Cindy Cochrane was walking down harry street in 

Wichita Sunday afternoon when she says she was shot in the head by a paintball gun. It happened near the 

intersection of harry and rock. She says she was stunned by the shot and did not see who actually fired the 

paintball. She was not seriously hurt, but calls the whole incident a shock. 

She did file a police report. If caught... Whoever pulled the trigger could face aggravated assault charges. 

Anyone with information on what happened is asked to call police. 

 

3/17/2015                12pm 

Also new at this hour. Wichita police are searching for a woman accused in an attempted carjacking. It 

happened in the 800 block of south perishing Monday night. Investigators say two women were parked 

there when one woman got out of her car to talk to her son. That's when police say another woman jumped 

in the car and drove away...while a 77 year old woman still inside that stolen car. The suspect allegedly 

stole the woman's purse before fleeing on foot.  She is described as 5 foot 6 inches tall with blonde or 

brown hair. She was last seen wearing a pink or orange shirt. 

3/19/2015                5pm 

Police say a man stole a Salina woman's car and then offered to sell it back to her at twice the price. Anna 

Auld tells us how the victim tricked the thief and got her car back. 

 

3/20/2015                430am 

Breaking news overnight, one person is critically hurt after a beating. Sedgwick county dispatch says it 

happened around 3:15 near Pawnee and Hillside. No word if anyone else was hurt. 

 

3/21/2015                10pm 

Six people are arrested in a drug sting in Reno County. The sheriff's office says an under-cover 

investigation started more than five months ago. After concerns of drug overdoses in area students. 21-

year-old Jonathan Thiessen and 19-year-old Jaeden Kidd were arrested along with four others under the age 

of 18. Thiessen and Kidd face charges related to selling marijuana. The other four are charged with selling 

drugs including L-S-D, marijuana and amphetamines. 

 

3/23/2015                12pm 

Wichita police say they are still searching for answers surrounding the coffin that was found on the side of 

a Wichita road. It's a story we first told you about Friday. This casket was found just south of I-235 near 

Seneca in northwest Wichita. There was not a body inside when the casket was found. Now police are 

looking for serial numbers on the coffin they are trying to determine whether or not it had been used and 

who dumped it there. Investigators told us today they are aware of a reported grave digging incident in 

newton and are working to determine whether that incident could be linked to this casket. Anyone with any 

information is asked to call police. 

 

3/24/2015                6pm 

New at 6... The Reno county sheriff says crews there are dealing with more fires believed to be arson. 

There were 5 grass fires today in south central Reno County. All appear to be intentionally set and all were 



 

 

located in this area from Arlington road south to parallel and from Herren West to Avery. The sheriff says 

he believes today's fires are linked to 14-others on March 14th. If you have any information on who may be 

starting them... Call 9-1-1 or your local law enforcement. 

 

3/26/2015                6am 

A Great Bend police officer is arrested and booked on charges of domestic battery. Officer Doug Hein is 

now on administrative leave during the investigation. Officials tell us the incident involved the officer and 

his wife at their home. There were children in the home when officers arrived. We're told his wife received 

medical treatment. 

 

3/27/2015                5pm 

A 16-year-old has been arrested in Hutchinson accused of arson. The deputy fire chief says... It happened 

earlier today. Near 11th street, west of Hutchinson. That's where they found a bale of hay on fire.  Crews 

also found a second fire nearby covering two acres. Both fires were quickly contained. The deputy chief 

says he doesn't believe these fires are related to other arsons earlier in the week.  

      

3/28/2015                8am 

An El Dorado woman is out of prison after serving more than two years for the death of her 18-month-old 

daughter. Alyssa Hage was released from prison Friday. Her daughter Jayla was found dead in 2012 with 

severe head injuries. She was also malnourished and tested positive for methamphetamine. Her mother was 

sentenced to two and a half years in prison after pleading guilty to involuntary manslaughter charges. Her 

boyfriend - Justin Edwards - was sentenced earlier this month to more than ten years in prison for his role 

in the girl's death. 

 

3/29/2015                10pm 

The trial of a Wichita man accused of killing a radio station employee is set to begin tomorrow. Antwon 

banks is charged with killing Daniel Flores last February. Flores's body was found at Steckline 

Communications. Investigators say he died from blunt force trauma. An inmate at the Sedgwick county jail 

claims banks admitted to the killing. After going to the radio station to confront Flores for apparently 

texting banks' girlfriend. 

 

3/30/2015                10pm 

The U-S Supreme Court agrees to hear an appeal to reinstate death sentences for the Carr brothers.  This 

comes after the Kansas Supreme Court’s decision to overturn the death sentences. The Carr brothers were 

sentenced to death for killing five people in a crime spree in 2000. During the appeal...the state supreme 

court upheld a capital murder conviction for each- but overturned their death sentences. The U-S Supreme 

Court will also hear the appeal in the case of Sidney Gleason. He was sentenced to death for killing two 

people in great bend in 2004. The Kansas Supreme Court overturned his death sentence as well. 

 

3/31/2015                6pm 

A Wichita man is going to prison for a recent string of burglaries at area businesses. Adam Booher was 

sentenced today to three years in prison and to pay back nearly 50-thousand dollars in restitution. He 

pleaded guilty to 19 felony charges including burglary, attempted burglary, and felony theft police say... 

Booher was arrested as he tried to break-into the "best buy" on north maize road last November.  Detectives 

were able to link him to break-ins at other businesses... At haddock computer, Ribbit computers, and 

multiple locations of target and best buy. The thefts focused mostly on electronics like iPads and other 

apple products 



 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
 

1/1/2015                  6am 

For the last eight years it was one of the few, full service gas stations up and running in the state. Now that 

service has come to an end. This Sinclair station in Salina has been run by a non-profit organization that 

helps people with disabilities work and be social in the community. Employees would pump gas, wash 

windows, change oil and count money.  A supervisor at the gas station guides them and helps with 

customers coming through. The organization running the station says it had to stop the service for business 

reasons. Several regulars who stopped by on the last day say they are sad to see the shop close.  Many of 

the workers say they are trying to find similar jobs to stay together.  The organization says it will be helping 

the workers find other interests. 

 

1/2/2015                  8am 

We’re always hearing of contests to win prizes and trips. And while some are scams, others can end up 

pretty neat. Our crews down in San Antonio caught up with some winners. Devon Fasbinder explains while 

they may be UCLA fans, they have Kansas connections. Expect continuing Alamo bowl coverage before, 

during and after tonight's game. Follow Bruce Haertl and Dani Welniak on twitter for updates. 

 

1/3/2015                  8am 

Right now city plows are on standby... remember you can track exactly where those plows are across town 

on the city's website. Last month they equipped all 50 plows with a g-p-s system... you can see them all on 

this map. It’s also color coded to show you where the plows have been... and which roads were treated most 

recently. If you do see the plows out and about today, remember to give them at least 100 feet of leeway. 

Yesterday they tweeted out this reminder with the hash tag "don't crowd the plow"...  you can find a link to 

the plow tracking map on our website KWCH dot com.    

 

1/4/2015                  8am 

A big day on the hard court in Kansas with the shockers holding off Illinois State for their first home game 

of 2015… Jacob joins us from the newsroom with a recap of the win. The shockers opened up the home 

valley schedule with a win this afternoon at the roundhouse... 70-62 extending all the streaks for Wichita 

state at Koch arena. More on those in a bit, but note that four shockers reached double digits in scoring led 

by Ron Baker's 15 and another big story was the return of Evan Wessel who had been missing for the most 

part since an ankle injury in the Alabama game. There’s more on the win including highlights and reaction, 

coming up in just a bit on sports Sunday. 

 

1/5/2015                  10pm 

Organizers of a petition to decriminalize marijuana say they have enough signatures and plan to turn it in 

tomorrow. If it's approved by the election office it would go on the next ballot. Meanwhile...tonight at a 

district advisory meeting the stand together coalition presented information and perceptions on how 

marijuana is dangerous for teens. A prior attempt to decriminalize marijuana failed last July when 

signatures were disqualified for various reasons. 

 

1/6/2015                  6am 

We hope to learn more today about what started the fire at a horse barn near Augusta. Fire broke out at the 

palmer horse ranch late Sunday night. Investigators are now reviewing surveillance video looking for 

answers. More than a dozen horses were inside at the time. They were all saved. Several of the horse's 

owners say - They are lucky the building is all they lost. As for the family who owns the barn - the fire 

comes less than 2 months after their 13-year old son died in an A-T-V accident. 

 

1/8/2015                  8am 

It's a message tonight from the McPherson mayor to you...wear blue. Tomorrow is national law 

enforcement appreciation day. Mayor tom brown says that in light of recent negativity directed to law 

enforcement around the nation...there is a need to show officers that we recognize what they do on a daily 

basis.  Wearing blue isn't the only thing you can do to show support. You can take part in the project blue 



 

 

light. Where you display a blue porch light or the mayor says if you see a police officer...simply thank 

them. 

 

1/9/2015                  6am 

Believe it or not... 20 something degrees feels pretty good this morning. That's an indication of just how 

cold it's been across Kansas in recent weeks. That cold is dangerous to your health... But it also affects 

animals outdoors. With extremely cold temperatures - animal control officers remind people to take care of 

your pets. Pets left outside for pro-longed periods could be in serious danger. If you can't bring your pets 

indoors - make sure they have a warm shelter. Use blankets and straw to help keep them warm. Also, 

remember to check on your pets. Like us - they can also get frost bite. You'll want to check their paws - 

nose - and ear tips of any signs of injury. Your pets should be okay today and this weekend... But we're 

looking at another cool down at the start of next week. So this is a reminder ahead of time for what you can 

do to get you and your animals ready. 

 

1/10/2015                9am 

Mid-continent airport will change over to Wichita "Dwight D Eisenhower National Airport" at the end of 

the month.  The F-A-A began referring to the airport's new name back in November. The airport tells us... 

the name was originally set to change this spring when the new terminal opens. But due to an F-A-A 

deadline... the name was changed early. Right now, no signs at the airport reflect the new name. But you 

should start seeing changes at the end of this month. 

 

1/13/2015                6pm 

It doesn't look like much now... But, new at six, work could begin soon on the first building for Wichita 

state university's innovation campus at the former wheat shocker apartment site. Today the university 

announced funding has been secured for the Experiential Engineering Building. Nearly 50 million dollars 

in bonds have been sold to pay for it. The university expects to begin taking bids on construction for the 

engineering building this spring. 

 

1/14/2015                6am 

During these winter months all these cold temperatures can create problems for a lot of people. We've told 

you how to protect yourself, but what about your older neighbors? Emily Griffin is live with morning with 

what one group is doing to help. 

 

1/15/2015                5pm 

Wushock is reaching new heights. Take a look at the new nose art on one of planes at McConnell air force 

base. McConnell says many of its airmen attend classes at Wichita state and they wanted to bring the 

connection into the air with them. That's why they added the WU shock logo along with the words "shock 

and awe" to one of the K-C-135 tankers based here. 

 

1/16/2015                8am 

Fire, confusion and 30 lives lost. This was the scene in north Wichita 50 years ago today. That's when a k-

5-135 tanker crashed into the ground after its engines failed. For those affected it's a day they'll never 

forget... And as Hannah Davis shows us it's a day they want Wichita’s to remember. 50 years ago today... 

Families were going about their daily business. Many are taking showers, cooking meals or getting ready to 

leave the house for the day. 23 would never leave their houses again after a KC-135 tanker lost control and 

slammed into the ground. 7 crew members also died.  Survivors and first responders say it's a day and a 

scene they'll never forget. While 30 people died, people say it could have been much worse if it weren't for 

the final actions of the pilot. Crash investigators say when the engines failed he directed the plane nose 

down into the earth to make the impact area smaller.  Investigators say that decision saved dozens of lives.  

Tonight at 6 and 10 roger Cornish sits down with survivors and first responders for pieces to mark the 50th 

anniversary. Be sure to tune in for those powerful stories. 

 

1/17/2015                8am 

President Obama will soon be making a visit to the sunflower state. Next Thursday the president is 

scheduled to be at the University of Kansas. Right now we're not sure on what time he'll be there quite yet. 

But he is expected to address themes he'll layout in his state of the union address. The white house tells us 



 

 

that further details of the president's visit will be available in the coming days. The last time president 

Obama visited the state was last July when he was in Kansas City. President Obama is the fourth sitting u-s 

president to visit the university with the last sitting president being William Taft in 19-11. 

 

1/18/2015                10pm 

The teams playing in super bowl 49 will be - the New England patriots and the Seattle Seahawks. The a-f-c 

and n-f-c championship games were played today. Will Kunkel joins me with a look ahead to the big game. 

Will - who's going to come out on top? 

 

1/19/2015                530am 

Not one or two, but three earthquakes are being reported in south central Kansas and Oklahoma this 

morning. A lot of you are saying the shaking woke you up. Emily Griffin is live in the newsroom tracking 

the latest reports. We've learned there have been several one in Caldwell about 3:51... Another right after 

that in Anthony about 3:54. And then a stronger one in Cherokee Oklahoma about 4:19. The two strongest 

were in Anthony, it was a 3.9... And the one in Cherokee was a 4.1 this is from the U-S-G-S website. Here's 

where the latest was centered in Cherokee and these are the areas where people are reporting they felt it. 

From Oklahoma City, to Wichita, Goddard, even up in saline there have been reports of people feeling the 

quake. We jumped on Facebook as soon as it was reported to ask if you felt it... And we've gotten a lot of 

responses already; some saying the shaking actually woke them up. Hearing a lot of reports of people 

feeling second smaller quakes...  maybe aftershocks. Haven’t heard of any damage. If you felt any of them 

this morning. Let us know on Facebook. Tell us when you felt it and where you are. 

 

1/21/2015                430am 

President Obama will make his way to Kansas later today.  He will be speaking at the University of Kansas 

tomorrow. The president will likely be sharing takeaways from his state of the union address. The last 

sitting president to visit K-U was William Howard Taft in 1911. You can watch president Obama’s speech 

starting at 11:20 on the K-S-C-W. Eyewitness news has a crew headed to Lawrence. 

Watch our live coverage starting today at 4. 

 

1/22/2015                5am 

If you can't make it to Lawrence to see the president in person. You can watch the president's speech live 

on K-S-C-W later this morning. It’s scheduled to begin just after 11 o'clock. You can also watch it at our 

website KWCH dot com. 

      

1/23/2015                12pm 

Also new this noon… we have learned that the training center that was hit by an airplane in October has 

resumed all of its programs. According to a Flight Safety spokesman all programs have been restored. On 

October 30th a Beechcraft King Air airplane crashed into the roof of the Cessna Pilot Learning Center 

killing the pilot and three other people who were inside the center. Six other people were injured. The 

spokesman says   no decision has been made about rebuilding the training center that was damaged in the 

crash. 

 

1/24/2015                10pm 

To the high school game - Central Plains vs. Derby in the Dodge City tournament of champions – 

championship early on a little ball movement ends up with Braeden Crites for the strong finish inside... He 

scored ten, Oilers got out on a seven-oh run. Then derby heated up, Aaron Nicholson deep behind the three 

point line for the bomb... He led the team with eighteen, Panthers went on a 17-9 run and they didn't look 

back. A few possessions later off the steal "Papi", James Conley gets clear for the easy layup... Derby wins 

the tournament of champions... Final score 50-37. 

 

1/25/2015                10pm 

Wichita get ready to officially have a brand new airport. Mid-continent airport will officially be renamed 

"Wichita Dwight d Eisenhower National Airport" on Monday. Crews have been out changing street signs to 

feature the new title. The airport will hold a special ceremony tomorrow morning to unveil the logo for the 

new name. 

 



 

 

1/26/2015                12pm 

It was the end of an era at Wichita’s airport today. The airport's name officially changed to Wichita Dwight 

d Eisenhower national airport this morning. The city unveiled the new logo for the airport at a ceremony in 

the new terminal that is still under construction. The name change was originally scheduled for later this 

spring when the terminal opens. But the f-a-a had to change it earlier because of a deadline. 

Road signs with the new name went up over the weekend. 

 

1/27/2015                6am 

It's a make or break day today for Wichita’s pot petition. The city council will decide if the issue will go 

before the voters on the April ballot. Emily Griffin is live to explain if the issue goes on the ballot, how - if 

at all - it could affect voter turnout. Taking up the issue at city council meeting this morning, three choices 

make it a city ordinance, put it up for a legal challenge or let the voters decide. If they choose the latter, it 

would go on the April ballot. But historically voter turnout is very low in April…. usually anywhere from 

10 to 15 percent, sometimes lower. We were curious if the issue does make it to the ballot, if this 

controversial issue might affect turnout. Professor Fox, political science professor at Friends believes it 

could increase it a little but not significantly. Mainly because of the demographics of those who don't 

typically vote. And for those who will go vote, Fox says they were probably already going to go anyway. 

This is second time group will try to get it on the ballot; last year didn't get enough signatures Anne will be 

at city council meeting this morning following the story. 

 

1/28/2015                530am 

An overnight house fire sends one Wichita woman to the hospital with serious smoke inhalation. Fire 

investigators say it could've been prevented if they had a working smoke detector. Emily Griffin is live at 

the scene in north Wichita with more on what happened. Investigators say the family didn't have batteries 

in their smoke detector so they weren't alerted early. And were just very lucky they noticed the smoke 

before it got much worse. Fire was knocked out fast last night, but still did about 40-50 thousand dollars in 

damage. Investigators still trying to figure out what started it 

 

1/29/2015                6am 

Breaking news overnight. A man is found dead inside a dorm at Wichita state university. Hannah Davis 

joins us live from W-S-U... Hannah what do we know? Jenn, this morning we really have more questions 

than answers. Police say this death does not appear suspicious... But they're not saying how the person died.  

Right now university officials say a man was found dead inside the Fairmount towers hall...they believe 

he's a student but they're working to make an I-D. Wade Robinson, the vice president of student affairs says 

the body is a male... But they're not releasing an age. Robinson says a little after 11 and R-A had "reason to 

enter" a dorm room at Fairmount towers hall. That's where the R-A found the body. Police and forensic 

spent last night processing the scene.  Right now they say this death is not suspicious... But they're not 

saying how the man died. Again, police say this death does not appear suspicious. And here is what we still 

*don't* know. We don't know how old this person was... For sure if he was a student... Or what caused this 

death inside the residence hall. I asked a university official those questions this morning and he told me the 

school is waiting to hear more from police then we can expect an update around 8 this morning. 

 

2/1/2015                  10pm 

Many of you probably enjoyed the super bowl earlier this evening but what's in it for the players? And 

forget the big game for a minute... What about the best show on television? Roger takes your questions in 

this week's answerback. CBS has some very popular shows. Meaning when they aren't on people notice. 

This e mail asks about what she calls "the best show on t-v” person of interest.  You're right, it has been 

knocked off the air lately by NFL football, also the president's speech. How did cast members react? 

 

2/3/2015                  6am 

Breaking news this morning. A man is critically hurt after he fell at the Cheney pump station. Emily Griffin 

is live there this morning... Emily, what do we know so far? We know a man fell 30 feet at the Cheney 

pump station. It's not clear how. Wife found him at 1:15 this morning, was last seen around 5 p.m. last 

night. Critical condition 59 years old found unconscious. 

 

2/4/2015                  5pm 



 

 

Temperatures continue to tumble across Kansas, and snow is following. You can see the flakes falling in 

Hutchinson this afternoon. And snow is falling over roads near McPherson... It's even starting to come 

down here in Wichita... How much snow can you expect? Ross Janssen has this storm team 12 weather 

alert. 

 

2/5/2015                  10pm 

Northwest wrestling continuing their 48 dual win streak tonight against Kapaun and southeast. Both the 

crusaders and grizzlies came into the tri undefeated but only northwest would leave that way. A close 

match the whole way until the 220 pound weight class. Noah Ornelas pins Travis Bryant to seal it up for 

northwest....37-34... 

 

2/6/2015                  10pm 

Valentine's Day is just a little over a week away. An Alabama woman is preparing for the big day by 

leaving messages of love all over her city. She says it's about finding love within yourself. Janna has hidden 

one hundred valentines throughout the city of Huntsville. 

 

2/7/2015                  8am 

This man hasn't seen his grandson smile in weeks and his one wish is to see that change. Hannah Davis 

shows you the unlikely duo who answered that prayer. Sandoval says yesterday's visit was the first time 

he's seen his grandson smile in weeks. 

 

2/8/2015                  10pm 

Dating is not as traditional as it once was. We recently learned about a website called *seeking 

arrangement* that helps setup couples who are both after unconventional things in a relationship. The 

young women on the site call themselves sugar babies. The older men ... Sugar daddies… and factfinder 12 

investigator Lauren Seabrook found- there's quite a few people using it in our area. Let's face it. Going out 

and finding your soul mate isn't easy. That's why so many are now turning to online dating. But for some, 

it's not a love connection they're looking for. They just want someone to pay for their drinks. Cash can take 

control of our lives in a vicious way. Filling our minds with anxiety from never ending bills or jealously 

over someone else's luscious lifestyle. That's why this site, Seeking Arrangement, appeals to so many. 

Wealthy men, some worth millions, and willing to pamper. Pages and pages of them.  This woman got on 

Seeking Arrangement in January and became a sugar baby. She asked us to hide her identity so we'll call 

her Sarah. Just barely out of high school and looking for some extra cash to pay medical bills. That's what 

most women are doing on this site. Offering their companionship in exchange for financial support. But 

what about the men? They're on here for different reasons. While scrolling through sugar daddies, we came 

across 71-year-old Duane. He's a divorced and retired Wichita man looking for a part time companion. 

Duane says he likes women in their 50s but mostly finds women 18 to 35 on here. He agreed to chat with 

us but not on camera because he's currently traveling outside the country. I asked him why he became a 

sugar daddy. Many girls on here working towards a college degree list in their profile they're looking for 

paid tuition and rent. In fact - we've obtained information from seeking arrangement that shows at least 27 

sugar babies go to Wichita state, 47 go to Kansas State and 121 go to K-U. But we wondered if asking for 

that kind of money was realistic.  So I asked Duane what he provides his sugar babies.  That may sound 

like a lot but according to others it's not. I asked this sugar baby identified only as "Michelle", what kind of 

things she's been offered. Another told us she was offered 100-thousand dollars for a weekend of "hanging 

out" and a brand new B-M-W. Sounds pretty great, right? Lt. James Espinoza says sites like Seeking 

Arrangement that appear to be legitimate dating sites can be used for the wrong reasons. And Sarah knows 

that all too well. Sarah and Michelle were surprised at how forward some of the men were. We asked 

Duane what he typically does with his sugar babies. On an arranged date, Duane says he was surprised at 

how many 18 and 19 year old girls were enthusiastic about sex.  After we told Wichita police about some 

of the exchanges on seeking arrangement. The department's internet crimes unit told us they plan to keep an 

eye on the site. Duane and Michelle both feel for those of legal age, with an understanding of the 

arrangement, this dating site works better than others. It's a fantasy world of diamonds, dates and dollars… 

easing the financial burden for some… a link to a like-minded partner for others but a price more than a 

few - like Sarah - are willing to pay. Sarah says she got off the site just before our interview. We asked 

seeking arrangement about their policing policy. They told us the site should be used for "dating" and they 

try to remove anyone who uses it for the wrong reasons. Lauren Seabrook, factfinder 12 investigators. 



 

 

Background checks are not required to use the site but men and women can pay extra to have their 

background verified and posted to their profile. We found that some do but many don't. 

 

2/9/2015                  6pm 

A warning for parents after a Salina toddler is seriously injured by a television that fell on top of him. 

Cindy close explains how it happened and what you can do to keep your child safe. Police say the 16-

month-old was trying to climb on a night stand when the TV tipped over and fell on him. Emergency crews 

were called to an apartment in the 200 block of north Oakdale Saturday night. The child had a skull fracture 

and was air-lifted to a Wichita hospital for treatment this is the second time in about a year a child in Salina 

has been injured by a falling t-v.  Last January a girl was killed by one. There are several steps you can take 

to avoid tip-over accidents. No matter the size, secure your T-V to a wall or anchor it to a T-V stand. You 

can purchase anti-tipping straps for T-V's and furniture. Keep TV and cable cords out of reach of children. 

And avoid putting remote controls, toys and other items that might attract children on TV stands or 

furniture. 

 

2/10/2015                5am 

As the army considers cutting troops at various military facilities across the country. Folks in fort riley are 

fighting to keep their number of troops being cut in half. Emily griffin explains why even Wichita could be 

affected.  Fort Riley is just one of 30 bases the army is considering making cuts at...  The proposed cut 

would mean eliminating about 16-thousand of the 25-thousand people who work at the base now.  Last 

night, officials with the army met with some 2-thousand people from Junction City and across the state 

really about why they shouldn't change anything about fort riley. Even Wichita mayor Carl Brewer was 

there. He called for riley, a part of the fabric of our community. Explaining that although they're some 

distance away... Many of the troops and their families still visit Wichita and enjoy lots of our amenities and 

events here in town. Many even moving here when they retire... So cutting the base by that many troops 

could even affect us here. About 2-thousand people showed up for last night's meeting...and the army 

leadership waited until the last person spoke before leaving. They'll continue their tour of bases.... And then 

head back to Washington where they'll decide which cuts to make. They expect to make that decision by 

late spring or early summer. 

 

2/11/2015                430am 

The attorney general now joining the investigation looking into the business practices of an El Dorado 

headstone maker. A factfinder 12 investigation caught the attention of the butler county attorney who 

confirms both agencies are looking into it. We told you about heartland monument and owner Dan hill last 

week.  Customers ordered and paid for headstones, but never received them. And less than a week after our 

first story aired...at least one customer is getting results. Investigator Michael Schwanke has the update. Si 

Memorials in El Dorado also reached out to help. The Butler County attorney says his office is in contact 

with the attorney general on this but right now that's all he can say. 

 

2/12/2015                5am 

The shockers looking for their 30th straight home win last night against Indiana State. First time the shocks 

and trees faced each other this season. In the first half, Fred Van Vleet misses the runner but Shaquille 

Morris is there for the follow up slam. Later Van Vleet got hot, knocking down back to back triples. He had 

a game high 21 points. In the second half now, Van Vleet again with the perfect lob to Darrius Carter for 

the lay in. Wichita state cruises to get the win, 74-57. 

 

2/13/2015                6am 

Hundreds of volunteers will spend the next 2 days giving free dental care in Salina. The annual clinic is 

being held at the Salina bicentennial center this year. More than 600 volunteers are giving their time to 

help. Dentists are on hand offering everything from free cleanings to oral surgery for those who want to 

come wait in line. The free clinic runs through tomorrow. 

 

2/14/2015                10pm 

A 24-year-old Assaria man lost portions of both legs after a horrific work place accident back in October.  

After spending months in the hospital. Fighting for his life, Zach Short is finally back home. We take you 

to his special homecoming only on eyewitness news. Hundreds came from near and far to welcome home a 



 

 

man who has overcome a lot. The community loves him… many of them friends... but others connected 

only through his story. They're all waiting for Zach Short who was severely shocked back in October. He 

was trying to put out a fire after some farm equipment came into contact with a power line.  He was so 

badly burned some didn't know if he would survive, making this homecoming even more sweet. But 

perhaps the person he longed to see the most.... His 18-month-old daughter... Brinley. Zach knows even 

more progress will come with the support from his community.  Zach says the best part of all of it... Is just 

being back home on the farm.  He says he's been overwhelmed by the support he's gotten ever since that 

accident. 

 

2/15/2015                10pm 

The debate is heating up over what really is the best show on television. Plus, have you heard wrong about 

Millie? Roger takes your questions in this week's answerback. I hope you enjoyed the season finale of CSI 

tonight. It's a popular show, but is it the best? You won't have to miss them for long as Madam Secretary 

and the good wife return to CBS a week from today, February 22. Speaking of things people are missing. I 

don't think dish has the rights to the games you're asking about. However, there is shocker vision which is a 

subscription service where i believe you can watch many of the home games. I'm sure the folks at 

shockervision would love to hear from you. Here's an email asking about one of our favorite dogs...the 

viewer has been told Millie is a service dog, but she doesn't believe that's the truth. Well, you're 

right...Millie is not a service dog. She is simply a very well behaved Welsh corgi who belongs to Ross. Or 

does Ross belong to her? If you have other comments or questions, you can call 838-1212, you can contact 

us the old fashioned way at our street address. On line we're at news at KWCH-dot-com and Millie 

carefully watches our Facebook and twitter accounts. I think Ross and Millie are in service right now. 

 

2/16/2015                6am 

14-hundred people received free dental care at the Kansas Mission of Mercy Dental clinic in Salina. 

Volunteers performed more than 1 million dollars in dental work Friday and Saturday. No insurance was 

required to receive care at the clinic.  In all, more than 1-thousand people volunteered their time to make 

the event happen. 

 

2/17/2015                6pm 

The Clearwater police department's new radar trailers have only been in use for a few weeks mainly used 

for school zone enforcement... but the chief says they've become a big hit after someone posted this 

sarcastic sign telling drivers "high score wins a prize". Chief Gene Garcia says officers got a good laugh... 

and the post on Facebook has gotten more than a thousand likes. The chief says he likes it because it 

promotes traffic safety and he's offering the person behind the sign his own prize... A free meal. The sign 

has been taken down but the chief says he is keeping it as a reminder... 

 

2/18/2015                10pm 

Leaving your best friend at home can pull at your heart strings. But tonight's does it work product could 

help ease some of that pain. It's called the I-C-pooch. The makers say with this device. You can video-chat 

and even dispense a treat to your dog with your smart-phone. Three-year-old cooper is a rescue pup. Mostly 

Pomeranian. And, definitely a momma's boy. We thought cooper might like to stay in-touch with his mom-

-dog trainer Beth Ericson--when she's away. That's why they're helping us test the IC pooch. No matter 

where you are, you can call up your pup and IC pooch will auto-answer.  Not only can you and your dog 

see and hear each other, but you can also deliver a treat with a push of a button. That includes shipping and 

handling. You'll need to use your own smart devices. The IC pooch connects to your home's Wi-Fi. We 

should mention it also uses a free app you have to download on your two devices. Once we figure-out how 

to load the treats, Beth is ready to chat with cooper. Beth appears on the iPad in a matter of seconds after 

calling. But cooper is confused and doesn't know where he's hearing Beth’s voice. Cooper is more 

interested in the treat than the video-chatting. We try making calls from another room into cooper's room a 

few more times. Cooper pays more attention to our photographer staying in the room with him. We ask him 

to leave the room so cooper would be *all* alone. Cooper eventually goes for the treat, but only after Beth 

hangs up. But Beth points out some dogs like cooper, don't notice two-dimensional objects.  I asked Beth 

why she said it might not work for every dog. She says a bigger, more rambunctious dog might just help 

himself to the ICpooch and the treats inside. Beth is a trainer. Did she give any other tips for using it? She 

suggests when you call, use calm, soothing tones when you're talking to your dog. Beth admits she was a 



 

 

little too energetic when she talked to Cooper for our testing since she was trying to get him to come over 

and take a treat. 

 

2/19/2015                10pm 

Some of you have been asking about... another piece of joy land history. The merry go round was a main 

feature of the park and we told you last year that it has been donated to Botanica. It's in the process of being 

restored top to bottom. This is about a two to three year process for the total project they have planned. 

That includes building a venue for the merry go round and a garden and plaza around it. A Wichita woman 

who's also worked on a merry go round for Michael Jackson is working on the horses and artwork for the 

ride. Botanica is raising money for the entire project. 

 

2/20/2015                6pm 

Her home in liberal was destroyed after a car crashed through it last night. Samantha Strydom says she was 

sitting on the couch with her husband and four-month-old daughter last night just watching a movie when 

she heard a loud rumbling noise. Nobody was seriously hurt. Police are still investigating what caused the 

driver to veer off the road and crash through the home. 

 

2/21/2015                8am 

It's a story that'll make you Kansas proud. Four Wichita students complete their long term project and cut 

off their hair for locks of love. The girls are part of the little flowers group at the school. Their motto is "to 

do the little things."  Their little thing was growing out their hair for some it's been several years. They then 

got their hair cut at the Mary Kate and company salon. What was cut off was donated to the locks of love 

program which helps disadvantaged children suffering from long term medical hair loss. The girls were a 

little worried about getting their hair cut after such a long time but in the end they say what they did feels 

really good. There were two girls from the group that already cut their hair because it was just getting too 

long. Those girls brought their pony tails that were cut off and donated them with the group. It takes six to 

10 pony-tails to make one locks of love hairpiece. 

 

2/22/2015                10pm 

Nothing short of a miracle... that's how a Butler County woman is describing the end of her search for her 

missing dogs. And she's thanking her whole community. Take a look at this picture. Those are the missing 

dogs, who were eventually found tangled in a barbed wire fence near Towanda. They're o-k now but at that 

point they had been missing for several days. The dogs' owner put the message out on Facebook, asking for 

any help finding them. Community members got together, searching for hours - then days - all over the 

area. They eventually got a tip from a local farmer, who said he had seen them on his pasture. There were 

also two men in the community that used their plane to fly over the area. Dana says without the help of 

everyone things could have turned out badly. 

 

2/23/2015                12pm 

It'll nearly be a top ten matchup this Saturday for ESPN's game day at Koch arena that's new at noon. The 

now 11th ranked shockers will host 10th ranked northern Iowa. That's the highest ranking for the panthers 

in school history. The game will tip off at 1 o clock in Koch arena, the shockers and panthers will both play 

Wednesday night. Each team has one conference loss so the valley regular season title is still up for grabs 

 

2/24/2015                6am 

Kansas state fans storm the court in Manhattan. That's after the wildcats 70 to 63 win over Kansas last 

night. It's the wildcat’s third win in the last 17 regular season matchups between the 2 teams. Their last win 

was in February last year. Kansas now has a half game lead in the big 12 conference. Mark and I will 

discuss the game later in sports. 

 

2/25/2015                530am 

Some of you may have noticed more coyotes howling at night. This was a video posted on a Wichita 

Facebook page a few days ago. Several people have reported seeing coyotes in town recently. Emily 

Griffin is live in southeast Wichita with more on why you should be cautious of them. Posted on Wichita 

area lost and found pets a few days ago. Some people reported coyotes had attacked and killed their dogs in 

this area of town near Rock and Harry or Webb and Harry.  Ken Lockwood of Eagle Valley Raptor Center. 



 

 

Coyotes recently damaged some of his property it's not unusual for coyotes to be seen in town from time to 

time but some say they seem to be coming farther and farther into town right now is breeding time for 

coyotes and during this time, they're more likely to see other dogs - big or small - as a threat. That's why 

experts say you should take steps to protect pets... Don't let them outside alone at night, don't leave food out 

at night and don't approach a coyote if you see it - they are carriers of rabies. Important to remember they 

are still wild animals animal control can't pick them up only if they're sick or injured protected by parks and 

wildlife call parks and wildlife.  

 

2/26/2015                6am 

What a play by Darrius carter! The shockers beat Indiana State last night but northern Iowa also walked 

away with a win. Upping the ante for a nationally televised rematch between the two teams. E-S-P-N'S 

game day will broadcast from Koch arena this Saturday. From signs to t-shirts, local businesses are doing 

their part to make sure shocker fans are ready for the big game. Hannah Davis shows us what they are 

doing.  It's cold and it's dark but that won't keep shocker fans inside.  Starting today students will camp out 

here for the chance to be first inside Koch arena for game day. This is where Marshallville sets up their 

make tents and the shocker die hards set up shop. Marshallville organizers say the camping will begin at 

noon today. Other preps are well under way.  One of the biggest undertakings is the getting the signs ready. 

The owner at miracle signs is helping fans make theirs professional.  He's printing shocker fans signs for 

free at his shop ahead of ESPN's game day. He says it's all about making the perfect environment come tip-

off. Poston says the signs have to be *appropriate* and the school agrees. They’ll be checking each sign E-

S-P-N'S game day bus is also on its way to town.  It will be here around 11 am.   You can be there for this 

weekend's game against U-N-I. We're giving away two free tickets. You can enter the contest on our "catch 

it Kansas Facebook page" right now. 

 

2/27/2015                430am 

It was a cold night for some loyal shocker fans who are camping out in Marshallville. Students spent the 

night in order to get good seats for tomorrow's w-s-u game against the University of Northern Iowa. They 

also want a good spot for e-s-p-n's game day. Some students brought generators to help keep warm along 

with other things to help keep their minds off the cold. One camper says he expects more people to camp 

out today. Students say it’s not just about getting tickets, but showing up to support the coach and team. As 

E-S-P-N gets ready for game day, Stephen Smith will be in our newsroom talking about the match up. You 

can catch an interview with him during our 8 o'clock hour. 

 

2/28/2015                8am 

You only have a few more minutes if you want to be a part of this game day... doors open for students at 

8:15 at the east entrance. Everyone else can get in at 8:30 using all other entrances the event is free... And 

parking rules are the same for any normal game day. The live broadcast goes from 10-11 a-m... Fans will 

be asked to leave and gates re-open to ticket-holders around 11-30. Tipoff for the game is at one o'clock if 

you can't make it we have you covered. Our team of Jacob Albrecht and Will Kunkel will be there. Follow 

them on twitter for updates. 

 

3/1/2015                  10pm 

It's a moment that's been shared hundreds of times on social media... A young shocker fan getting to cut the 

net for Ron Baker. We caught up with Lucy Walling at the shocker women's basketball game today. As she 

tells us about that big moment. In a story that will make you Kansas proud. 

 

3/2/2015                  6pm 

New now...Friends identify the man killed in an accidental shooting in Haysville. 21-year-old Preston 

Mobley died Sunday. Friends say Mobley dreamed of serving the public and was training to do just that. 

He was in South High school's first "fire science class”. He had been a part of the Wichita Fire department's 

explorer program, and he attended fire science school in Hutchinson.  Haysville police gave few details, 

only saying his death was the result of an accidental discharge from a handgun. 

      

3/3/2015                  10pm 

It's been a historic run for the university of Kansas men’s basketball team. Last night they clinched at least 

a share of the big 12 regular season championship. Tonight they're looking to take sole possession of it. But 



 

 

they'll have to do it without Wichita native Perry Ellis...who left the game in the first half with an injury.  

Jacob Albrecht joins us from the newsroom with an update.   Mike, Ellis left the game clutching his right 

leg... It looked like around the knee area... He would leave to the locker room, and has not yet returned... 

Let's take a look at exactly what happened... With 2:25 left in the first half... Landon Lucas falls awkwardly 

on Ellis' right leg... And you can see him clutch that knee... He did walk off under his own power, but 

again, he has not returned... Right now... Ku is -- we will continue to follow Ellis' injury status, and be back 

in sports with an update on that, and of course the outcome of this game. 

 

3/5/2015                  12pm 

That winter weather across the country is affecting a lot of people who are trying to travel out of Wichita. 

Several flights heading to Dallas Fort Worth out of Wichita's Dwight D Eisenhower National Airport have 

been cancelled. To check on the status of your flight .check out the special travel section on our website k-

w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/6/2015                  5pm 

The game may have been in St Louis, but bars here in Wichita kept busy. Dozens of fans gathered at the 

fox and the hound around noon to watch the tip off. Many were catching some basketball on their lunch 

break, and a few cut out of work a little early to cheer on the shockers. 

 

3/7/2015                  8am 

One game down...two to go as the shockers try for back to back Missouri valley conference tournament 

championships. Yesterday the shockers beat out southern Illinois up next is Illinois State. They'll play the 

redbirds at 1-30 this afternoon and as always we've got you covered.... Remember to check out our website 

for a look at scores and pictures from the tournament. We have everything you need to know on March 

madness at k-w-c-h dot com. You can also follow will and Bruce on twitter-- they'll be tweeting all 

weekend from Saint Louis. 

 

3/8/2015                  10pm 

If a picture is worth one thousand words what would this one say? They'd tell the story of Brian Maixner's 

transformation. Among the thousands of words you'd find... "Diner"... "Smile"... And one you may not 

expect "Lawyer."  Hannah Davis and photojournalist Brian Gordon put those words together... To reveal 

the most important word of all... "give." it's a story that will make you Kansas proud. Before diners get 

their pancakes and eggs... They're served a laugh.  Marcia and Larry Burlie come to doo-dah diner in 

downtown Wichita for more than food. Like many others the fell in love with the story darting from table 

to table. It's a connection to this job... That has Brian Maixner moving down 135 south toward Ponca City, 

Oklahoma on an icy February morning. Brian can't afford to fix his smile. Luckily this visit won't cost him 

a penny. This is where an unlikely hero comes in... A lawyer from Oklahoma. Fred Boettcher was in town 

visiting his daughter when he first saw Brian. And an opportunity to help. So he called over Brian's boss... 

And made a request. Fred offered to pay to fix Brian’s teeth. A month later the results speak for 

themselves. Customers see the smile... And a lesson.so each time Brian does this an attorney from 

Oklahoma is closer to making his case... That it really is better to give than receive. In Wichita Hannah 

Davis eyewitness news.  Brian says he will pay this kindness forward... By showing kindness to strangers 

just like it was showed to him.  Now this wasn't the first time this attorney did something like this. No, his 

family says he does it all the time... Often not telling anyone about it.  He's been blown away by the 

feedback he's received for this gift.  He says everyone can be generous... You don't have to spend thousands 

on someone's teeth... Just give what you can. 

 

3/9/2015                  6pm 

Two people are critically hurt- after a rollover accident near Mt Vernon and eye 1-35. Police say a car hit a 

curb and lost control right across the street from an elementary school. It rolled and crashed into a church. 

A pregnant woman had to be freed from the wreckage using the Jaws of Life. Her condition has been 

upgraded to serious. Two others were ejected from the vehicle. Witnesses say the car was speeding through 

the school zone before it crashed. Maybe if they were doing the speed limit then it wouldn't have happened 

like that, but when they flipped we just all lost it, it was scary.  Police say given the timing of the accident 

and the speed the car was moving at... It was lucky no children were hurt. 

 



 

 

3/10/2015                6am 

This is week one of training for two of Sedgwick County's newest protectors. But before they can protect 

and serve alongside their partners... These brand new k9 units have to go through a tough training program 

first. Emily Griffin is live at Lake Afton where they kicked off that training this week. 

 

3/11/2015                530am 

Kansas house members could begin discussing a new education funding bill as early as today. The bill 

would change how the state pays for your child's education. It will replace the state’s current finance 

formula with block grants for the next 2 years. However, many people oppose the bill saying it is moving 

too fast. Emily Griffin joins us this more with what it could mean for your child. 

 

3/12/2015                530pm 

A Harvey County man is critically burned and being treated in Wichita. Roger Cornish has more from the 

breaking news desk. The incident happened shortly before noon today at what was supposed to be a 

controlled burn in the 9300 block of southwest 24th. Harvey county dispatchers tell us it occurred on a 

family members' property. The 82 year old victim was taken to Via Christi Wichita by helicopter in critical 

condition. The incident is under investigation by Hallstead fire and ems 

 

3/13/2015                10pm 

New at 10...ballots for the April seventh general election hit the printer. One of the questions on there is 

about reducing the penalty for first time marijuana possession. Attorney general Derek Schmidt has 

threatened a lawsuit if the issue passes. Supporters of the measure say the Schmidt is over-stepping his 

bounds. 

 

3/14/2015                9am 

Its pi day and just moments ago we passed 9-26 -53 which combined with today's date 3-14-15 marks the 

first 10 unrounded digits of pi in perfect order. And Dean, that won't happen again for another 1-hundred 

years. 

 

3/15/2015                10pm 

Shockers versus the Jayhawks. Basketball fans all over the state gearing up for the possibility of Wichita 

state and k-u playing each other in the N-C-A-A tournament. We have your complete team 12 coverage of 

the potential for a huge matchup. We begin with Will Kunkel in the newsroom. To explain what needs to 

happen first. 

 

3/16/2015                10pm 

The road to the final four starts this weekend. Wichita state and k-u are both heading for Omaha for their 

opening games on Friday. As we told you last night, you can watch both of those matches right here on K-

W-C-H 12. The Jayhawks tip off against New Mexico State at 11:15 Friday morning. The shockers play 

that afternoon at 1:45 against Indiana. If both teams win - they will face each other on Sunday. 

 

3/17/2015                12pm 

The Intrust bank arena is ready for a shocker win on Friday. If the team wins, it will host a watch party for 

Sunday’s game. Doors will open one hour before tip time. It will be free and open to the public. 

 

3/18/2015                6pm 

Let the madness begin...the shockers and Jayhawks are in Omaha. This is video of Wichita state's arrival 

less than an hour ago. Both teams play their first games Friday. "Team 12" has the largest crew covering 

them on their "road to the final four." Jacob Albrecht is with the Jayhawks but we begin with Will Kunkel 

who is covering the shockers at the team hotel?  

      

3/19/2015                5pm 

Thousands of you lost power this morning due to the rain - including us here at the station. Anne Meyer 

found out what caused the blackout – Anne. This moist, dense foggy rain was part of the problem. Plus it is 

a spring thing. Westar tells me over the winter debris, dust and gunk build up on equipment and electrical 

lines - like the ones around our station. A soaking rain washes all of that stuff away. But a dense rain 



 

 

doesn't - instead, it sticks to everything and can work its way inside. That's what caused about three 

thousand people to lose power this morning in north east Wichita. Westar says there is no way to predict 

this type of outage, and there aren't a lot of ways to prevent it either, because it really depends on the rain. I 

just checked the Westar outage map, people are without power, but anyone who lost power this morning 

has it back on tonight. 

 

3/20/2015                430am 

Our team is covering the Jayhawks and shockers while they've been in Omaha. Look for reports on the 

games later today from Jenn, Bruce, Hannah, Jacob and will. Also be sure to follow all of them on twitter. 

They will tweet from the games - and give you a behind the scenes look at the tournament. 

 

3/21/2015                10pm 

But what if you just can't decide who to root for.  A few snips and stitches later. Fans at *quick stitch* can 

help you have it both ways. Jayhawks on one side. Shockers on the other. They charge 15-dollars to make 

one of these front and back divided household shirts. But you have to buy the two shirts separately or bring 

two of your own. 

 

3/22/2015                10pm 

This is just the beginning of our coverage from Omaha a special live edition of sports Sunday coming up at 

10-35...plus tons of reaction and analysis coming your way in sports...Mike? 

 

3/23/2015                12pm 

The shockers move on to the sweet sixteen after defeating the Jayhawks in the battle of Omaha. W-S-U 

beat k-u 78 to 65 and walked away with bragging rights here in Kansas. 

 

3/24/2015                6pm 

The shockers are in Cleveland tonight. They just arrived within the last hour. As they continue their road to 

the final four... Taking on Notre dame in the sweet 16. Dani Welniak is with the Shox in Ohio.      

 

3/25/2015                10pm 

Once again tip off for tomorrow’s shocker game is at 6-15 right here on KWCH. We’ll have you covered 

following the game tomorrow night on eyewitness news at nine and 10. 

 

3/26/2015                6am 

The Wichita state shocker’s tipoff in the sweet 16 today. They play Notre Dame. While the team is in 

Cleveland - fans here at home say, they will do their part to show support. Hannah Davis joins us live from 

Wichita state to show us how they're doing just that. Jenn you're going to see a lot of black and yellow 

across this city today. Everyone wants to do their part to help the shockers advance to the elite eight... And 

as I found out... Superstitions play a big part... Here is what some people are doing to tip the scales in the 

shockers' favor. My good luck charm has to be my dog... Whenever we watch at home on the sofa... The 

shockers seem to win.   I want to hear your superstitions... Please tweet them to me at KWCH Hannah and 

we'll share them this morning. 

 

3/27/2015                8am 

Shocker faithful welcome home the team from their run in the sweet 16. Our own Jacob Albrecht was there 

with fans when shox showed up at Koch arena today... After last night's loss to Notre dame. 

He joins us from the newsroom with what fans and players had to say about Wichita state's run in the 

tournament.   It was an earlier return than what most of us would have hoped... But still a trip into the 

tournament's second weekend is a season the fans today wanted to show their appreciation for. A decent 

crowd showed up to Koch arena, sending well wishes and congratulations... And even with Thursday’s loss 

still fresh on the mind of the players and coaches... It was a positive vibe today at the welcoming party. 

Obviously, we would love to still be in Cleveland even though it's a beautiful day here in Wichita. Notre 

dame played a wonderful game, and they deserve to be moving on. We just have to figure out where to go 

from here.  Even with the season so recently in the books, the questions now immediately turn to the 

future... Gregg Marshall’s name is already and will likely continue to be rumored with top jobs that open 



 

 

up. And we will have to wait and see if juniors Ron baker and Fred van Vleet declare for the draft or return 

for their senior seasons. 

 

3/28/2015                8am 

A Wichita teen was honored at the white house this week.  15-year-old Maureen Boutros was part of the 

white house science fair Monday. She invented a wearable device called illumi-cize... to measure people's 

heart rate and SHOW IN colored lights a targeted heart rate.  It also allows people to send the data to a 

doctor or a coach. At the event... she got to meet the president and bill Nye the science guy.  She told us... 

the illumi-cize isn't just for health benefits it is also a fashion statement... And she is the most popular girl 

when she wears it to dance parties. She says... she was inspired by Michelle Obama’s let’s move campaign. 

And got invited to the white house after winning the "Kansas Junior Academy of Science" competition last 

year. 

 

3/29/2015                10pm 

The final four have been decided. Duke and Michigan state punched their tickets to Indianapolis today... 

After Kentucky and Wisconsin both won on Saturday. Dani Welniak joins us from the newsroom with 

details. If you favored the number one seeds in your brackets then you did pretty well. This is the fifth time 

at least three number one seeds reached the final four. Michigan State being the underdog as the seventh 

seed upsetting Louisville today in overtime. They will take on duke, who defeated Gonzaga today. The blue 

devils, led by coach Mike Krzyzewski is in his 12th final four tying legendary coach john wooden. And 

that Kentucky Wisconsin game is not only a matchup of two number one seeds but it's also a rematch of 

last year's semifinal...the wildcats only winning by a point. The winner of those games face off a week from 

tomorrow. You can watch the championship game right here on k-w-c-h 12. 

Tipoff is set for eight o'clock. Again that's on Monday, April 6th. Will and Jeffrey will talk about the 

tournament much more in depth, coming up on sports Sunday. 

 

3/30/2015                10pm 

A story that will make you Kansas proud tonight. It’s a surprise for one Sublette 11 year old... Getting his 

wish granted. Classmates and community members gathered today for a sendoff party for Isaak Gunther. 

Isaak has muscular dystrophy... and his wish is to visit Hawaii. He found out this afternoon... he and his 

family will be making the trip thanks to the make-a-wish-foundation. I'm really excited I can't just wait to 

pack my clothes.  Isaak’s trip will include whale watching...swimming with dolphins and touring volcanoes 

in a helicopter. 

 

3/31/2015                6pm 

Two people are now confirmed dead. After a plane crash in Linn County. Michael Schwanke has an update 

from the breaking news desk. The Kansas highway patrol says the plane went down near Pleasanton... In 

east central Kansas... This is a live-look. The National Transportation Safety Board said the crash involved 

a small Zodiac "kit" plane. Zenith Air's website describes the model as recreational kit aircraft that seats 

two people. Again two-people dead in a small plane crash in Linn County.... still no details on what caused 

the crash... We know the Kansas highway patrol and national transportation safety board are investigating. 

Watch k-w-c-h dot com for new details through the evening. 

     



 

 

 

ECONOMY                                                                                         
 

1/1/2015                  6am 

Good news for those needing to fill up in the New Year. The price at the pump is expected to fall about 10 

more cents in the coming weeks. The average price for gas in Wichita is around 1-85. However, it can be 

found for as low as 1-75 a gallon. That's down from the 3-dollars 7-cents we were paying one year ago. The 

national average is around 2-24. To find the cheapest gas near you. Log onto our website K-W-C-H dot 

com. and look for the gas tracker under the news tab. 

 

1/2/2015                  8am 

For our eye on your money this noon... we're taking a look at the markets. The DOW jones is down 4 at 12-

1-86. And the nas-daq is up 2 at 26-88. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

1/10/2015                9am 

A leading bond rating company says a recent school funding ruling is creating growing budget problems in 

Kansas. Standard and poor’s says Governor Brownback’s plan to address a 279 million dollar budget 

shortfall "doesn't address the mismatch between recurring revenues and expenditures." under the plan, next 

year's budget gap would grow to 648 million dollars. The agency downgraded the state's credit rating in 

august because of the problem. 

 

1/13/2015                6pm 

The head of the committee in charge of taxes answers your questions about whether taxes will be going up 

this legislative session with an expected 700-plus million dollar hole. Lawmakers are trying to figure out 

how to balance the state budget. Many at the statehouse have said.... "Tax hikes" will most likely be *part* 

of the answer. So Pilar Pedraza took your questions about it to lawmakers in Topeka. Pilar? 

 

1/14/2015                6am 

During these winter months all these cold temperatures can create problems for a lot of people. We've told 

you how to protect yourself, but what about your older neighbors? Emily griffin is live with morning with 

what one group is doing to help. 

 

1/15/2015                5pm 

Factfinder 12 shows you some of the incentives bombardier is receiving.  In January of 2012, Governor 

Sam Brownback announced expansion plans for the Wichita plant to assemble the Learjet 85. The company 

accepted a 16 million dollar incentive package from the state, at the time saying, it would create 450 local 

jobs. Bombardier also received two million dollars from the state and county at the time. However, that 

money was to create a center of excellence in engineering. The city says Learjet has exceeded the required 

job creation outlined for those incentives. 

 

1/21/2015                430am 

State budget troubles could mean rougher roads for you as cuts take money away from highway repair   

projects in Kansas. K-dot is preparing to cut about 300-million dollars over the next 18 months. Anne 

Meyer found out how that will impact you. 

 

1/23/2015                12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon... we're taking a look at the markets. The DOW jones is down 31 at 

17-782. And the NAS-DAQ is up 14 at 47-64. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

1/26/2015                12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon... we're taking a look at the markets. The DOW jones is down 40 at 

17-6-31. And the nas-daq is up 2 at 47-60. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 



 

 

1/28/2015                530am 

The department of health and human services says... 9 and a half million Americans have signed up for 

health care coverage for 2015. February 15th is your last day to sign up if you want to avoid penalties. The 

department says... More than 7 million people have signed up in 37 states using the federal government 

insurance markets. Nearly 2 and a half million more have signed up in states using their own state-run 

exchanges. 

 

1/30/2015                12pm 

For our eye on your money this noon... We're taking a look at the markets. The DOW jones is down 111 at 

17-3-05. And the nas-daq is down 6 at 46-76. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

1/31/2015                8am 

Restaurants here in Wichita are also gearing up for the big game. At "wings n' things"... cooks will prepare 

more than one-thousand-pounds of wings for the game. The restaurant's owner says... people have placed 

hundreds of orders. She says the pairing of football and wings just makes sense. Wings and things' owner 

also says...  cooks have been prepping for Sunday since the beginning of this week. 

 

2/2/2015                  5am 

President Obama will call for new taxes on corporations and wealthy Americans today. As he seeks to 

upgrade the nation's infrastructure and boost middle class incomes. In the 4-trillion dollar budget plan he 

will unveil, nearly half a trillion would repair the nation's highways, bridges, and transit system. He also 

plans to spend billion on clean energy technologies and encourages power plants to cut emissions while 

extending tax credits to help wind and solar industries. The plan will also give tax cuts to the middle class, 

expanding childcare programs and offering free community college to some students.  U-S businesses 

would foot nearly half the plan. New taxes would hit companies earning profits overseas while it cuts to 

broader corporate tax rate to 28 percent. 

 

2/4/2015                  5pm 

New at five...a Koch company - opening a new manufacturing facility in McPherson. Koch Industries 

subsidiary...Invista...will produce nylon piping at the new plant. Here’s what the piping looks like. It's used 

to transport gas and oil underground. It's Koch's first pipe manufacturing plant in Kansas. The facility will 

bring twelve new skilled technical jobs to McPherson. The company says putting the plant in McPherson 

made sense because of how the city operates. The building is already standing and has manufacturing 

features so invista just has to put its product lines inside. The company says the goal is to begin production 

in two months. 

 

2/7/2015                  8am 

If you are waiting on a delivery, it could take a couple extra days to reach you... labor disputes have now 

shut down west coast ports.  The shipping companies and terminal operators are telling dock workers to 

stay home this weekend. They have completely halted operations until Monday. The shutdown comes after 

months of tense labor disputes. For customers caught in the middle... it means yet another blow to their 

bottom line. "I think there needs to be intervention from the government because it's destroying our 

economy." a federal mediator has been at the table since last month. The west coast port operations and 

contract negotiations are expected to resume on Monday. 

 

2/11/2015                430am 

It may not be a glamourous job but it's pretty popular... Plus, Capri sun is replacing an ingredient in its 

drinks. Jane king has our AG and energy report. 

 

2/13/2015                8am 

Time is running out for people looking for health coverage. Enrollment ends Sunday for people looking to 

get covered under the new health care law. So far nearly 8-million Americans have signed up for health 

insurance in 37 states served by the federal health-care dot gov website. That does not include states 

running their own insurance markets. 

 

2/23/2015                12pm 



 

 

Let’s take a quick check of your markets. The DOW jones is down 55 at 18-0-85. And the nas-daq is down 

2 at 49-55. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

3/5/2015                  12pm 

We’re taking a look at the markets at noon...the DOW jones is up 2 at 18-0-99. And the nas-daq is up 1 at 

49-68.   We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment. 

 

3/10/2015                6am 

School funding continues to be the talk in Topeka. State lawmakers are looking for ways to re-write the 

state's funding formula. State republicans unveiled what they call a block grant school finance plan. The 

plan would be in place for 2 years while lawmakers work to figure out a permanent funding formula. 

The Kansas association of school boards opposes the plan saying, funding will fall short for all school 

districts. Those who support the plan say, it will be beneficial since the current formula is outdated. 

 

3/17/2015                12pm 

We’re taking a look at the markets at noon...the DOW jones is down 113 at 17-8-64. And the nas-daq is 

down 2 at 49-23. We’ll take a look at the rest of the markets in a moment 

 

3/23/2015                12pm 

Westar customers - expect a refund on your next bill. That’s new at noon... The company charged 

customers last year to the tune of 38 million dollars. In all they collected more than 510 million in fuel 

charges - but only spent 479 million. The rebates will average about one dollar and 26 cents a month. That 

money will be paid out by Westar's Retail Energy Cost Adjustment rider, which pays to fuel Westar's 

generating plants. 

 

3/31/2015                6pm 

The Agriculture Department estimates that Kansas farmers will plant corn on the same number of acres this 

season, even though growers elsewhere are cutting back. Its prospective plantings report released Tuesday 

by National Agricultural Statistics Service forecast that Kansas would sow in 4.05 million acres of corn. 

Nationwide, NASS has forecast the lowest planted corn acreage since 2010 due to lower prices. 

Kansas growers are also expected to plant 2.9 million acres into sorghum, up 2 percent from a year ago. 

Farmers in the state plan to reduced their soybean acres to 3.8 million acres, down 5 percent from last year. 

The revised estimate for winter wheat acres planted last fall in Kansas is now at 9.4 million acres. That is 

down 2 percent from the previous year.



 

 

 

EDUCATION 
 

1/8/2015                  10pm 

We posted this video on our eyewitness news Facebook page and many of you are commenting. It’s a 

preview video of the president's state of the union address two weeks away and it includes a big 

announcement for tomorrow. Melissa Scheffler tells you what that is. 

 

1/17/2015                8am 

The governor's budget proposal also calls for a new formula for allocating school funding... under the 

proposal schools would be put on what's called "block grant funding." this means that schools would get 

similar amounts to the previous years while lawmakers re-write the current finance formula. This is despite 

a court ruling that says the state is not meeting requirements to fund schools.  This week we spoke to the 

newton school district about the block grant. It says it's not sure about the impact. We spoke to the attorney 

for school districts involved in suing the state. He tells us that on its face...the governor's proposal violates 

the Kansas Supreme Court directive regarding the adequacy of school funding. You can check out the 

governor’s entire budget right now at KWCH dot com. there you can see other areas that will be affected. 

 

1/26/2015                12pm 

Your child's school calendar could get a little shorter. Tonight the Wichita school board will consider next 

year's calendar which could start school a week later. For the last several years, school started in the second 

full week of August. The district is now considering moving the start date to the third full week. 

We’ll have a crew at that meeting. Expect updates tonight on eyewitness news and online at k-w-c-h dot 

com. 

 

2/6/2015                  10pm 

If you ask a teacher... They'll tell you... We're not in this for the money.  And that's the same with future 

teachers here at Wichita state. They're biggest concern is being able to find a job when they graduate... But 

also making sure the school where they'll work... Has the resources they need. For many Kansas students... 

Teaching in their home state would be ideal.  But Shirley Lefever-Davis... The dean of Wichita state's 

college of education... Says these future teachers will go where there the job is. The announcement of more 

budget cuts to Kansas schools has some students worried about their future. But even so... Students say 

they'll be looking at what resources their future school has... And deciding whether to stay... Or to go. 

Teachers we've talked to say they worry that more cuts will mean fewer jobs...   Or possibly fewer of those 

job openings being filled.  But the dean says right now... It's just too early to tell what impact these cuts 

will have. 

 

2/7/2015                  8am 

Teachers have been critical of the governor's proposal.... Jade Degood spoke with future teachers at Wichita 

state to see how it will affect them. For many Kansas students... teaching in their home state would be 

ideal. But Shirley Lefever-Davis... the dean of Wichita state's college of education... says these future 

teachers will go where there the job is. The announcement of more budget cuts to Kansas schools has some 

students worried about their future... but even so... students say they'll be looking at what resources their 

future school has... and deciding whether to stay... or to go. Teachers we've talked to say they worry that 

more cuts will mean fewer jobs or possibly fewer of those job openings being filled.  But the dean says 

right now... it's just too early to tell what impact the proposal will have. 

 

2/18/2015                10pm 

It’s been widely expected...but tonight it's official. The Kansas attorney general's office has filed an appeal 

of a ruling that found the state isn't spending enough money on public schools. In December a three judge 

panel declared that base state aid should increase per student. The state attorney general calls the decision 

legally flawed. the attorney general also says  the "panel also refused to consider millions of dollars that 

some school districts held and continue to hold in reserve funds and their decisions not to pursue additional 

local revenue as provided by law." you can read the full statement on KWCH dot com. 

 



 

 

3/5/2015                  12pm 

Meantime, there's new information on the school funding lawsuit. The Kansas Supreme Court announced 

this morning it will not hear appeals regarding the case. Instead all pending post-trial motions will be heard 

by the district court. The Supreme Court was scheduled to hear those motions today ... But that hearing was 

cancelled. No date has been set on when the district court will hear the motions. 

      

3/7/2015                  8am 

A new funding bill could cost school districts across the state thousands of dollars. Jade Degood spoke with 

local school officials about what the possible cuts could mean and how their trying to prepare.   A couple 

months ago... Governor Sam Brownback announced his plan to cut public school funding by 28-million-

dollars.  Today... We learned... If a new funding bill goes through... Schools would lose **another 23-

million dollars. Many schools are trying to find ways to cut their budget without hurting students.  And in 

newton... Some teachers have even suggested cutting middle school sports. Newton parents sympathize 

with those making decisions on how to cut school budgets.  But newton school administrators know they 

have to plan ahead. That's why they've asked teachers and faculty to come up with ideas for where to cut. 

While some proposals dealt with limiting supplies and equipment... Others made bolder suggestions... Like 

getting rid of middle school sports. According to the newton athletics department. The district budgets 

roughly $103,000 for middle school sports. But that doesn't include day-to-day expenses... Like equipment 

and fees. But right now. The superintendent says these are just ideas. The school district will first need to 

figure out what the budget cuts look like for them. And make necessary changes. The newton school 

district still isn't quite sure what the block grant plan would look like for them. Wichita schools says they 

would lose 7-point-7 million dollars. People are chiming in on our Facebook page. You can to. Just search 

for k-w-c-h 12 eyewitness news. 

 

3/16/2015                10pm 

Cindy that vote to "concur" with the house bill passed 25 to 14. It now heads to Governor Sam Brownback 

who is expected to sign it. If the bill is signed... Lawmakers will spend the next two years putting together a 

"new funding formula" for education. In the meantime, districts will get "block grants" based on their 

current aid. Supporters say... The current funding formula is outdated. Opponents say... School districts will 

face cuts under the block-grant system. We reached-out to several lawmakers to ask for their opinion on the 

vote. We have not heard back. One senator was not present for the vote. Michael O’Donnell of Wichita was 

out of the state this evening.     Thanks Melissa... A district court issued an order Friday saying that it may 

block any changes until an ongoing lawsuit over funding is resolved. 

 

3/17/2015                12pm 

The school funding bill is moving on to the governor's desk. The Kansas senate approve the proposal 

yesterday afternoon with a vote of 25 to 14. The proposal would give school districts "block grants" based 

on their current aid for the next two school years. Lawmakers are then expected to establish a new funding 

formula. A district court issued an order Friday saying that it may block any changes until an ongoing 

lawsuit over funding is resolved. 

 

3/30/2015                10pm 

The Wichita school board says it's looking at how to create a policy that would allow special needs athletes 

to earn a varsity letter. This... After the mother of an east high student says he was forced to remove his 

letter jacket... Because he hadn't 'earned' it. Pilar Pedraza was at tonight's school board meeting... As 

concerned parents spoke up.     The parents of Michael Kelley say they've been fighting for a year to get 

this district wide policy... Not just for his sake... But for all special needs athletes.  The board didn't give 

any indication of when the fact-finding portion of this process would be completed and a policy put in 

place. The Kelley’s say they won't give up.    The Kelley’s also presented the board with an online petition 

that's gone national... The school board also got a briefing from the tri-county sports league...  That's the 

league Michael Kelley plays basketball with. It's working to come up with a lettering plan for its athletes... 

To bring to the board. League leaders apologized to the school board, parents and athletes for taking so 

long to finish. 



 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

1/3/2015                  8am 

The radar shows snow falling in Dodge City right now. Reggie Wilson is out driving there...  He joins us 

now live with what he's seeing. 

 

1/4/2015                  10pm 

Many of us woke up to snow and ice covered roads this morning. Wichita saw several inches which caused 

slow traffic and lots of slide offs and accidents. Tonight the roads are looking a lot better... But what melted 

during the day is now freezing back up. Anna auld is live to give you a look. Road conditions are much 

better than yesterday after we had a record breaking amount of almost 4 inches of snow last night. 

Although road conditions may look fine, troopers say you still need to worry about black ice going into the 

next couple of days. I also talked with some school officials who say tomorrow commute for the parents 

and kids should be looking ok, just some really cold temps make sure and check with your school 

tomorrow before you head out the door in case there are some possible delays. 

 

1/7/2015                  10pm 

It's another night of bitter cold temperatures and as you prepare to bundle up tomorrow you may want to 

think about something else when walking your dog near a lake or pond. Jade Degood will have that story 

for you in just a moment but we begin with Ross who tells us just how bad it's going to be as you hit the 

roads tomorrow morning. 

 

1/10/2015                9am 

Students braving the cold are also dealing with some slick sidewalks. One eyewitness news viewer wanted 

to know. Why some of those walkways are still snow covered nearly a week after the storm. Jade Degood 

went to find answers. For fact finder 12.  Wichita students track through the snow and ice. Heading home 

from a day of school. While some sidewalks still look like this. Others are completely dry. Susan Arnesman 

with the Wichita school district says each school's custodians are responsible for clearing the sidewalks... 

But their focus is only on the ones most used by students and faculty... Which are leading to the main 

entrance? Alan king... With the city of Wichita says all sidewalks alongside a property are the property 

owner's responsibility to clear... In this case it would be the Wichita school district. But he says that city 

ordinance isn't strictly enforced. And king says last weekend's storm hasn't helped with keeping sidewalks 

safe.     School parking lots can become another issue after snow storms. The Wichita school district says if 

there isn't more than 4 inches of snow... Those won't be cleared by crews. 

 

1/11/2015                10pm 

We're also following a situation in west Wichita where about 75 homes are still without power this evening. 

Westar officials say the outage began around 1:30 this afternoon. With about 18-hundred customers 

affected at that point. Crews are still working to restore power to the rest of the homes. But the company 

does not have any estimate as to when that will be complete. 

 

1/14/2015                6am 

They know where a fire at "air-gas mid-south" in Wichita started. But still don't know how the fire started 

in the south-east part of the building... where roof work was being done. However... they don't know if the 

work is related to the fire. Firefighters say there are no indications it was intentionally set. Preliminary 

damage estimates are around 1.7 million dollars. 

 

1/23/2015                12pm 

One person is hospitalized after a rollover crash in Ellis County. The K-H-P says it happened yesterday 

night when a man lost control of his car along I-70 just west of K-247. The man drove into the ditch and his 

vehicle rolled. He was taken to a hospital in Trego County for treatment. No other vehicles were involved... 

No word on his condition on this time.   



 

 

 

1/24/2015                10pm 

A leak at Wichita’s main water treatment plant will not be fixed this weekend.  Public works officials say it 

will likely be next week before workers can install a bypass on the leaking pipe. About 450-thousand 

customers get their water from that line. The city had hoped to put that bypass in this weekend but there 

were some delays waiting for the necessary parts. Crews are keeping a close eye on the leak because if the 

pipe fails before the bypass is built, it would reduce the city's water supply and you would be asked to 

reduce your water usage. 

 

 

1/25/2015                10pm 

Highs in the 60s and 70s the next few days could be a enough to rewrite the record books for some areas. 

Overnight, the gusty winds will diminish with lows falling into the lower 30s. Skies will be clear. 

Monday will be sunny with afternoon temperatures climbing to near 70. Some of the record highs for 

Monday include Wichita - 69, Salina - 70, and Garden City - 74. Winds will be gusty from the west 

Monday afternoon. Another day with record high temperatures is expected Tuesday with much of the state 

around 70 in the afternoon. 

 

1/26/2015                12pm 

Cities across the northeast are bracing for a possible crippling storm. A storm could even affect your travel 

plans. Marlie Hall has those details. 

 

1/27/2015                6am 

Millions of American are waking up this morning in the middle of a blizzard. A huge storm is blowing 

across the northeast. New this morning... a blizzard warning for New York City has been dropped. It does 

remain in effect for long beach. Travel bans are in effect from New Jersey to Massachusetts. In New York, 

it is a misdemeanor if drivers are caught on the roads. Several states have declared emergencies. Blizzard 

warnings will remain in effect until Wednesday. 

 

1/30/2015                12pm 

On HD Super Doppler, we have what looks like rain but it moisture aloft.  Our Cliff-notes version of HD 

Future Track this afternoon shows rain developing in southwest Kansas.  Thus a dry afternoon drive in 

Wichita.  Rain chances pick up tonight here in the Metro.  More moisture on the way this week...those 

details a little later. 

 

1/31/2015                8am 

You can be the first to find out about earthquakes in our area at our special section at kwch dot com. 

There you can also find a link to report any quake that you feel. 

  

2/1/2015                  10pm 

Today's frigid weather will stick around through the morning. Most of Kansas saw snow today - just not 

much of it. You can see some build-up on the grass along i-70 but nothing really sticking to the roads. 

The snow may have stopped in our area... But as chief meteorologist Ross Janssen shows us, you'll still see 

freezing temperatures on your morning commute tomorrow. Ross? 

 

2/3/2015                  6am 

Early Tuesday, skies are mostly clear and temps are in the upper teens and 20s with a light south wind. 

Tuesday afternoon we'll see some high clouds and much warmer temperatures statewide. Highs will top 60 

across western Kansas with mid and upper-50s expected elsewhere. Southerly winds will get a bit gusty 

later in the day. Future Track shows us... Mostly sunny skies Tuesday and it will be breezy and MUCH 

warmer with gusty southerly winds. Tuesday night will bring increasing clouds ahead of a strong cold front 

that will bring MUCH colder air, light snow or flurries and gusty northerly winds back to Kansas. Snow 

will end Wednesday evening followed bright clearing skies and decreasing winds. Our 7-Day forecast... 

Looks MUCH colder again Wednesday and Thursday after our one-day warm-up Tuesday. After 

Wednesday's snow, the rest of our extended forecast will be dry with a big warm-up expected Friday and 

Saturday. 



 

 

 

2/4/2015                  5pm 

Storm team 12 meteorologist Rodney Price is tracking the snow on the road right now. To see how it could 

impact your drive tonight. Rodney, what are you seeing? 

 

2/8/2015                  10pm 

After a warm, record setting weekend with temperatures, the weather looks to remain mild for the start of 

the new week. Mainly clear skies can be expected heading into the night with lows in the 30s. The winds 

will remain light. Monday will be sunny with a few high clouds rolling through in the afternoon. The winds 

will turn to the south/southeast but should stay on the lighter side (under 20 mph) Highs will be in the 60s 

for much of the area. Tuesday will continue to be very mild with highs in the 60s to near 70, but a push of 

cooler air will settle in for the middle of the week and drop the temperatures Wednesday and Thursday. It's 

unlikely that we will have any moisture around here this week. 

 

2/11/2015                430am 

Early Wednesday, winds have shifted to the north, clouds have rolled in and temperatures have fallen into 

the 30s.  Wednesday afternoon will be much cooler with highs in the 40s and gusty north winds most of the 

morning then backing down a bit later in the day as the clouds will slowly thin-out. 

 

2/12/2015                5am 

Early Thursday, temps are in the teens, winds are light and skies are mostly clear. Thursday looks a bit 

colder for central and eastern Kansas while temperatures over the west will warm back into the 50s.  Winds 

will shift to the south or southeast later in the day with some passing high clouds. 

 

 

2/14/2015                10pm 

Temperatures plummet across Kansas today. As winter returns to our area. Meteorologist Rodney price 

joins me with a look at how much colder you can expect it to get. 

 

2/15/2015                10pm 

As we mentioned earlier, frigid temperatures and snow chances affecting much of our area tonight. Anne 

Meyer rejoins us to continue our team 12 coverage. She found out what the city is doing to get roads ready 

for the change in weather. Anne?     Brine, brine and more brine. City crews have been pre-treating streets 

for the past several days to prepare for this storm. And keep in mind, traffic along Kellogg may not be as 

busy in the morning. Because of the holiday, schools are off for the day. So both factors should help your 

commute to work     city crews have worked around the clock Thursday and Friday - to make sure major 

roadways around Wichita are all pretreated. Now they are on wait and see status until the snow starts to 

fall. The expected storm didn't slow business at churn and burn on south Oliver. This business dishes up a 

lot of ice cream, no matter what the weather is like outside. Whatever snow does fall overnight, it may not 

last long. If you look at our storm team 12 app, you will see temperatures are supposed to be above freezing 

most of the week. 

 

2/18/2015                10pm 

If you have weekend plans... make sure you have the storm team 12 app handy. A weekend storm is in the 

works for part of the state prompting a weather alert day for Saturday. While there's no snow in the forecast 

tonight. There are some cooler temperatures that we're dealing with right now. Ross has more on that. 

 

2/19/2015                10pm 

It will be a weather alert weekend. This is a live look from Seattle where it's been raining throughout the 

night. The system there could have an impact on what you plan to do this weekend as it makes its way 

towards us. But before we get there it could be a pleasant tomorrow for most of us here. Ross joins us with 

what you'll be waking up to tomorrow. 

 

2/21/2015                8am 



 

 

We want to make sure you're prepared as winter weather moves in tonight. If you haven't already, be sure 

to download our k-w-c-h 12 app. You can use it to track the storm as it moves into our area and check the 

hourly forecast. It's free for apple and android devices. 

 

2/22/2015                10pm 

Roads packed with snow and ice in parts of Kansas tonight... After a winter storm dumped as much as eight 

inches of snow on certain parts of the state. Chief meteorologist Ross Janssen begins our team 12 coverage 

of this weather alert day... With a look at what you can expect on your morning commute. 

 

2/26/2015                6am 

Early Thursday, the north wind is still howling with gusts near 40 mph.  Temps are in the teen’s wind chills 

are in the single-digits above and below zero. Look for mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies Thursday 

afternoon and the wind will be backing-down later in the day. Highs will only climb into the bone-chilling 

low to mid-20s. 

 

2/28/2015                8am 

City plows worked through the night to keep area roads clear. You can see where they've been recently 

here. You can follow their progress and see where they've been in your neighborhood thanks to this online 

tracker... We've posted a link on our website kwch-dot-com. 

 

3/1/2015                  10pm 

Wichita city snow plows have been working 12 hour shifts... Nonstop.... All weekend... To get your roads 

cleared before Monday. We spoke to Wichita’s public works director... Alan king.... Who says all the main 

roads have been cleared and the secondary roads should be cleared by tonight. Roads should be in pretty 

good shape for the morning commute but we do ask folks to exercise some caution we may not be able to 

people could find some icy spots particularly in the neighborhoods that we don't plow there will probably 

be some for the next couple of days. King say at midnight tonight... They will stop running the 50 drivers 

and cut crews to focus on main roads and cleanup for your Monday morning drive to work. 

 

3/2/2015                  6pm 

 Severe weather's part of life in Kansas... But we're taking this "severe weather awareness week" to help 

*you know more about severe weather... And what to do when it happens. Storm team 12 is committed to 

helping you be prepared. Today Ross explains new radar techniques. I'll be answering your severe weather 

questions tonight on Facebook.  I’m taking over the kwch-12 Facebook page for a special chat... Beginning 

in just a few minutes at 6-30... 

 

3/3/2015                  10pm 

You may have heard them this afternoon. Today tornado sirens were being tested around the state. A 

statewide tornado drill took place this afternoon as we get closer to severe weather season. 

 

3/10/2015                6am 

Fog the main concern for drivers for your Tuesday morning. Be prepared to take it slower, increase your 

following distance more than usual, and get your low-beam lights on. Heavy traffic on Kellogg at sycamore 

and on i-135 north of k-96. I-235 here at Broadway and k-96 at Greenwich showing lighter traffic. On side 

roads, a reminder for construction on hillside between 37th and 45th. 

 

3/11/2015                530am 

Warmer weather leads to several grass fires burning across the state. Fire crews were called to this 30 acre 

grass fire in Butler County. Fire officials say, the grass is dry, making it easy to catch fire, and more 

difficult to fight.  Fire officials also say, recent snow has left fields muddy and slick... And caused some 

trucks to get stuck, forcing them to call more agencies to help. 

 

3/15/2015                10pm 

The state fire marshal says there has been a rise in fires all over the state as the weather warms up. 

And as chief meteorologist Ross Janssen shows us, that warm weather will continue with the chance for 

record highs tomorrow. 



 

 

 

3/16/2015                10pm 

Fire crews are still on the scene of a brush fire in Reno County.... A viewer sent us these pictures of that 

fire as it was burning earlier this evening. You can see large flames sending a plume of smoke into the air. 

Devon Fasbinder is in Reno county tonight... She joins us now live with the latest details. I've just heard 

from the Hutchinson fire chief who says the fire is out but some trees and fence posts in the area are still 

burning inside. That's why his crews will remain out in the area monitoring in case winds pick up. He says 

around midnight is when people out here should be awake and aware of fire danger. Hutchinson fire crews 

responded around four thirty this afternoon to a fire that was behind some homes. The chief says 

Hutchinson had only so many units, so mutual aid was called from nearly a dozen other cities. He says all 

the crews were necessary because the fire was between 1/4 and 1/2 of a mile wide. He says nobody was 

injured but crews blocked plum north of 85th to make sure nobody got in the way of their work. The chief 

tells me the area where the fire was wasn't easy to maneuver and they had help from a city vehicle. Right 

now, there is no danger to homes. But if strong winds come this evening, crews say they're ready and are 

planning for the worst.    The state fire marshal says the recent warm weather has caused an increase in 

grassfires all over the state in the last week. 

 

3/17/2015                12pm 

Crews in Reno County are still on scene of another grassfire... this one near 92nd and plum yesterday. 

It's now been burning for nearly 20 hours. Right now, hot spots in trees are the biggest concern. The fire 

has burned at least one home. Wind has been a major factor. 

 

3/18/2015                6pm 

Another round of moisture will move across Kansas Thursday. Temperatures will stay on the cool side until 

Friday. Wednesday night looks cloudy and cool with pockets of drizzle and some fog in southwest Kansas. 

Lows will stay above freezing with 30s and 40s. Rain will move from west to east on Thursday. Heaviest 

amounts will setup over southwest Kansas with some .25"-.50" possible by the end of the day. Highs will 

be in the 40s to near 50 (where it's not raining). The winds will remain light through the day. 

Rain moves out and sunshine should be back on Friday with temperatures climbing to near 70. Mild 

weather will stick around throughout the weekend. 

 

3/19/2015                5pm 

Dry weather will return to Kansas for Friday and most of the weekend. Temperatures will also be warming 

up. Overnight, the rain showers will gradually come to an end with some breaks in the clouds over northern 

Kansas. Lows will fall into the 30s with some patchy fog possible in the southwest. Light winds and a 

return to sunshine is in the forecast for Friday. Afternoon highs will rebound to around 70. It will get 

warmer on Saturday with sunshine and light south winds for most of the state. 

 

3/21/2015                10pm 

Here's what you can expect overnight. Look for a little patchy fog in south central Kansas.  A warmer day 

is on tap Sunday.  Isolated storms are possible late Monday. A check of your Sunday hourly forecast.  

Here's HD Future Track.  Look for a few clouds especially over southern Kansas.  A little patchy fog is 

possible.  Most of the state will drop down into the 40s for lows. A warmer day is on tap Sunday as we'll 

see highs in the middle to upper 70s to around the 80 degree mark!  We'll see mostly sunny to partly cloudy 

skies. A cold front will move into northwest Kansas by afternoon.  This front could spark a few storms 

around Omaha and southwestward to the Kansas - Nebraska border.  Another chance of storms will be 

possible late Monday afternoon into the evening across mainly central and eastern Kansas.  Don't be 

shocked if a few of the storms produce large hail. A check of Capitol Federal Skycam 12.  Here's tonight's 

forecast.  A look ahead to Sunday's weather.  Now your 7-day forecast.  Here's your regional 7-day 

forecast. 

 

3/22/2015                10pm 

Some of the first thunderstorms of the year will develop in Kansas Monday night. The threat for severe 

weather is low, but some hail is possible with stronger storms. Overnight, clouds will gradually increase 

from the west. Lows will fall into the 30s and 40s as a cold front pushes through the state. Temperatures 

will be cooling down into the 60s across northern Kansas for Monday, but should reach the mid-70s in the 



 

 

south. Scattered storms will develop in central and eastern Kansas Monday night after dark. They will 

move east through the night with small hail being the main concern. Tuesday will dry out in the afternoon 

with highs in the 70s. Northwest winds will be gusty for most of the day. 

 

3/24/2015                6pm 

Another cold front will slide through the area Wednesday, changing winds to the north and dropping 

temperatures for the middle of the week. Overnight, clouds will begin increasing from the west with lows 

falling into the 40s for most of the state. The gusty winds will back down. The wind will turn to the north 

Wednesday and skies will be mostly cloudy for much of the day. Some scattered storms may develop 

around Wichita and areas south and east. Other rain showers may develop in central and western Kansas, 

but they should be really light. Warmer weather should be pushing back in by the weekend. 

 

3/25/2015                10pm 

Roger. The information continues to come in tonight out of Oklahoma. Tulsa appears to be the hardest hit 

area. This is video from storm team 12 chaser Brandon Ivey who was tracking that storm. At least one 

person is dead and several others are hurt. A tornado warning was issued there tonight after a large tornado 

was spotted near sand springs. Tonight officials are saying that a mobile home park southwest of the town 

was hit hard. Thousands are still without power right now. Here’s one woman who was in her car at the 

time of the storm.  Another tornado was spotted in the Oklahoma City suburb of Moore--we just learned 

schools have been cancelled there for tomorrow.  Officials call tonight’s tornado a small one but it did 

cause some minor damage. Interstate 35 was closed through Moore where the national weather service says 

overturned cars were littering the freeway. 

 

3/28/2015                8am 

Light rain and light snow is falling across Missouri this morning with sprinkles and showers occurring 

across southeast Kansas.  Clouds thin out from east to west and clear skies dominate much of western 

Kansas.  This trend will continue through the day with sunshine and warmer temperatures on the way.  

Temperatures will be about 20 degrees warmer than yesterday and well above our normal for late March. A 

warm front will divide the state with much warmer temperatures to the west of the front with cooler but still 

mild air located to the east.  Highs will range from the 50s in Topeka and Kansas City to the lower 80s 

across western Kansas.  A cold front moves into the region tonight plowing through most of Kansas by 

Sunday morning.  This weather system looks dry and only a few clouds are expected as it passes.  Winds 

will shift to the north behind the front and become quite gusty.  The strongest wind gusts will occur across 

the high plains of western Kansas on Sunday, while it will be breezy for central and eastern Kansas.  Still 

mild with highs in the 60s and low 70s.  Overall a nice weekend for outdoor activities like soccer, baseball, 

gardening, mowing or just cleaning out the garage. March came roaring in like a lion and will go out like a 

lamb.  April starts out a little stormy with showers and thunderstorms in the forecast Tuesday night through 

Thursday.  The best chances of moisture next week are on Wednesday night and Thursday as the next 

storm system moves in to the region.  Too early to tell if there will be severe weather, however it's April 

and our chances of severe storms increase with each approaching system.  Highs remain in the 70s through 

Thursday. 

 

3/29/2015                10pm 

Warm, windy weather around the state keeps firefighters busy this weekend. As the temperatures rise, so 

does the risk for potential fire dangers. We start with Ross with a look at how much longer the wind will 

stick around.  Ross? 

 

3/30/2015                10pm 

New at 10...  A misdemeanor charge is filed against Union Pacific Railroad over a 2012 spill of sulfuric 

acid in Herington. Prosecutors say the railroad spilled more than 114-thousand pounds of sulfuric acid from 

a railcar into Lime Creek.   Union pacific is charged with one count of violating the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act. If convicted... the railroad is subject to a maximum fine of 200-thousand dollars per 

violation. 

 

3/31/2015                6pm 



 

 

Much needed rain Wednesday evening could come with the price of hail and wind. The highest severe 

threat will be over northern Kansas during the evening hours. Some clouds will return to southern Kansas 

early Wednesday with low temperatures in the 40s and 50s. South winds will ramp up Wednesday with 

gusts over 35 mph likely. Afternoon sunshine will warm highs into the 80s once again. Spotty storms will 

develop north of I-70 into the evening hours and eventually, they will move southeast. Any other isolated 

storms in western Kansas will be much hit and miss. A cold front will push south and cool the temperatures 

down for Thursday. Highs will fall back into the 60s and low 70s with mostly cloudy skies. Although some 

spotty showers are possible, widespread rains are unlikely. 



 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

1/3/2015                  8am 

Two Hutchinson firefighters are ok after falling through the floor of a burning home. They were called to 

the home on west 23rd just before 11 last night. The fire chief there says the men fell into the basement 

after a floor joist gave way. And that fall didn't stop them; they started fighting the fire from there. Other 

crews on the scene were able to get them out. They went to the hospital to get checked out and are already 

home. 

            

1/5/2015                  10pm 

That's the wife of a Wichita police officer talking about the difficulty of sending their husbands out to work 

each day. Today Lauren Seabrook sat down with her and other wives about their concerns. You can see it 

again at KWCH dot com. 

 

1/6/2015                  6am 

Highway 50 in Harvey County is back open this morning. Last night around six a car crashed head-on into 

a semi - causing it to over-turn. The truck was carrying cattle at the time. The driver of the car 54-year old 

Michael Ehss of Wichita died. The driver of the semi was able to get out and taken to the hospital. 

The highway was closed as crews worked to take care of the cattle. 

 

1/7/2015                  10pm 

New now… check out these photos we just got into our newsroom tonight from Towanda. A fire broke out 

at this home this afternoon and right now investigators are still trying to determine a cause. They do believe 

that it may have started at a wood burning stove. The home is a total loss everyone inside was able to make 

it out. 

      

1/8/2015                  8am 

Emergency crews are working a pair of accidents tonight. This was the scene just before seven near central 

and Piatt where a vehicle hit a pedestrian. That area is still blocked right now by officers. 

That pedestrian was taken to the hospital in critical condition. No details yet what factors led up to the 

crash. 

 

1/9/2015                  8am 

If you want healthcare coverage to begin next month, you only have a few days left to sign up. January 

15th is the deadline to enroll for heath-coverage - that will begin your coverage February first. Hospitals in 

Wichita came together yesterday to help dozens of people sign up. A health care navigator we spoke with 

says there's something to be aware of if you don't plan on getting health insurance. Keep in mind that there 

is that penalty cost, that fee that you could get if you don't get health insurance, so it's best to meet with a 

navigator if you have any questions get them answered do the application and see if.  Again - February 15-

th is your last day to sign up for 2015. 

 

1/10/2015                9am 

A valley center woman is dead after a house fire sparks Friday morning. Investigators say... Wilma 

Gresham... was in the home when the fire broke-out. So neighbors say... she couldn't get out by herself. Her 

husband tried to help rescue her, but thick smoke kept him out. The cause of the fire is under investigation. 

 

1/11/2015                10pm 

Now to a story that will make you Kansas proud... More than 66-thousand veteran soldiers currently 

suffering from p-t-s-d are looking for help, just not from a human. Being able to train and afford a service 

dog for many vets isn't always easy. Emily Griffin introduces us to one Rosehill man who's stepping in to 

help.  With a military background of his own. Toney turner with complete k-9 knows just how valuable 

service dogs can be for veteran soldiers, especially those with P-T-S-D. That's why toney and his partner is 



 

 

starting a non-profit to make these special animals more available to those who need them. But these 

precious paws don't come cheap.  Even though they won't charge a soldier for a dog that was donated to the 

cause... The training itself is costly, which is why monetary donations are becoming so key. Toney also 

tries to provide every dog and soldier with one of these service vests which you'll notice say "do not pet". 

That's they say it's important for everyone to know that when these dogs are wearing these vests, they're 

working, not playing.  Working as a constant companion... To give some of our suffering soldiers a better 

life back home. Emily Griffin, Eyewitness news. Toney is still finalizing some of the paperwork to get the 

"battle buddies' nonprofit up and running. But you can find a link to his website and more information 

about how you can help on our website, KWCH dot com. 

  

1/12/2015                8am 

Some Hutchinson parents say they've had enough with their public schools. And they're holding a rally 

today to voice their concerns. Devon Fasbinder sat down with the man the parents have come to for help. 

He says they just want to know what's going on.  It all started at Morgan elementary in Hutchinson... Jon 

Powell is advising the parents and says the issue was bullying by a student with a disability. Parents tell 

Powell police presence and lockdowns have happened but they never get notified. So parents began a 

Facebook group....and posters spoke of issues at other hutch schools. Plus a rally Monday to raise 

awareness and set up has already begun. Powell says he knows the district is capable because it sent an 

email and called parents regarding the rally.  Here's part of the note sent home to parents. The district says 

it plans to prevent any visitors to enter the school during the rally... And students will have an indoor 

recess. Plus police will be in the area. Powell says there won't be any disturbances and communication is all 

parents want. Powell wanted to emphasize the rally has nothing to do with the student originally involved 

in the bullying issues. And it's not against the teachers or staff. He says it's to show that parents want to be 

involved and hear of instances as they happen. 

 

1/17/2015                8am 

New this morning...  one person is dead after an overnight crash in west Wichita. It happened around 11-30 

last night’s investigators say the man was driving north on valley view street near 13th and maize when he 

went over the curb, hit a mailbox, and then collided with a tree. The 56-year old man was pronounced dead 

at the scene. The accident cause remains under investigation. A name of the driver has not yet been 

released 

 

1/18/2015                10pm 

We’re following multiple wrecks involving semi-trucks around the state over the weekend. The most recent 

happened this evening in southwest Wichita. It happened around seven near 45th street south and meridian. 

Police tell us the driver of the small black car was apparently not paying attention and crashed into a parked 

semi. The car's driver was hurt but is expected to survive. 

 

1/19/2015                530am 

 A man is seriously hurt following an accident while riding his motorcycle. It happened Sunday evening on 

Kellogg near Dugan. The man was thrown off. He was taken to the hospital in serious condition. 

 

1/22/2015                5am 

Breaking news overnight.... a family of five woke up to flames inside their Wichita home.  All five made it 

out of the house safely. Investigators say a wood-burning stove is to blame. They say there were no smoke 

alarms inside the home on south Wichita street and if someone didn't wake up to the smoke, it could have 

been much worse. It didn't take long for firefighters to put out the flames. Investigators did not give an 

estimate on the damage, but said smoke damaged most of the first floor of the home. 

 

1/23/2015                12pm 

New now.... Wichita police are investigating after a b-b gun is fired inside a school bathroom at Gordon 

parks academy. The school district says a student reported the incident... And after staff investigated they 

called in police.  Police say someone carrying a c-o-2 powered b-b gun shot it in a bathroom stall. The shot 

dented the stall. No one was hurt. Pilar Pedraza is speaking with the head of the school district's security 

department this afternoon about this and other weapons found in schools over the last month. 

Look for her story this evening on eyewitness news at five. 



 

 

 

1/24/2015                10pm 

Thanks Devon. Here's a look at what the C-D-C recommends for getting your children vaccinated. Kids 

should receive their first dose between 12 and 15 months old, then a second between four and six years old. 

Adults who have not been vaccinated yet can also get one. 

 

1/25/2015                10pm 

Traffic is being diverted after a wreck in northeast Wichita that sent three people to the hospital. It 

happened around 7:30 this evening on highway 254 near hillside. One person was taken to the hospital in 

critical condition. The others were taken with serious injuries. No word on what caused the crash. The ages 

of the people who were hurt has not been released. We will continue following this story for any further 

information. Look for updates on air and online at K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

1/26/2015                12pm 

City of Wichita officials say crews are almost finished building a bypass. That would temporarily fix a leak 

near the Wichita water treatment facility. Right now ... The pipe is losing about two gallons per minute. 

Alan King, director of public works, says crews are in the final stages of constructing the bypass ... But 

they are still waiting on some parts. They hope to have the bypass finished by tomorrow. King says that the 

chance of the pipe failing is quote "very remote." 

 

1/27/2015                6am 

Several organizations in Oklahoma have teamed up to provide special fire alarms for those who are not able 

to hear regular ones. Marie Guard says this flashing light saved her life. The alarm was installed in her 

home. She says she was cooking on the stove when she went to call her husband on the video phone. Marie 

who's legally deaf says after the experience she wants other to know about the alarm. 

The device uses vibrations or strobe lights to alert people. 

 

1/28/2015                530am 

The number of children who are overweight has doubled in the last 30 years. For teens... It has quadrupled. 

It's a problem doctor’s call an epidemic.... Now there is a new study that pin points one of the potential 

problems. Holly Firfer explains. 

 

1/30/2015                12pm 

A stinky situation shut down a section of highway in Ottawa County this morning. A truck hauling 23-

hundred gallons of liquid fertilizer spilled on k-18 near Benning ton around 10 o'clock. The Kansas 

highway patrol says nearly the entire load spilled when the tank failed. You can see the back of the tank 

completely ripped apart. No word on how this happened. 

 

1/31/2015                8am 

If you're an avid runner, you know you have to be careful... Otherwise you could easily hurt your knees, 

even your shins. Dani Welniak shows us how you can help strengthen your legs. If there's a workout you 

want Dani to try or a fitness trend you want us to explain-- email us! Send your ideas to "work it out" at 

kwch dot com. 

 

2/1/2015                  10pm 

Crews are working to repair a small gas line leak in Reno County. It started in the last hour on the north 

side of highway 50 in the eastern part of the county. The Reno county sheriff tells us emergency personnel 

are at the scene. Highway 50 has been closed down between Mayfield road and haven road. 

We have a crew heading to the scene right now. Stick with us for any updates on air and online at k-w-c-h 

dot com. 

 

2/3/2015                  6am 

Health officials in Barton County are looking at more possible cases of whooping cough. They are looking 

to confirm at least 23 more reported cases. That's up from the 6 we told you about *last* week. *most* of 

the confirmed cases are school-aged children.... But all the cases range from 4-months old to adults. The 

health department says, school-aged children are most at risk because they get only one vaccine before 



 

 

starting kindergarten and don't get a second until they are at least 10-years old. At least one child has died 

from whooping cough in Barton County. That was a 6-week old boy.  We have a whole section dedicated 

to whooping cough on our website k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

2/5/2015                  10pm 

Tonight the friend of a woman killed in an accident-remembers her as a special person. Annette Hedke was 

killed in northeast Wichita in a Dillon’s parking lot this morning. Police say she fell in front of a vehicle 

then was run over. The driver tried to help her after the accident. When emergency crews arrived they 

found Hedke unresponsive. Annette is the wife of Kansas house representative Dennis Hedke. Judy parks 

first met Annette at a tea party meeting in Wichita. Annette Hedke was a charter member of the republican 

women united in Wichita. 

 

2/6/2015                  10pm 

A two-month old suffers serious burn injuries after his leg is accidentally dropped in a pot of soup. It 

happened in a car in the 17-hundred block of north Waco. The boy was taken to a Wichita burn unit to be 

treated for his injuries. 

 

2/7/2015                  8am 

A two-year old boy is seriously hurt after his leg is dropped in a pot of hot soup. It happened around 4:30 

Friday afternoon in the 17-hundred block of north Waco. Wichita police say the child suffered third degree 

burns...  After his caretakers accidentally dropped him and one leg fell partially into the soup. The boy was 

taken to the burn unit at Via Christi saint Francis in serious condition. 

 

2/8/2015                  10pm 

A semi fire with smoke seen for miles and a small explosion all caught on video. Eyewitnesses called it 

"intense" the man driving was able to escape injury. Devon Fasbinder spoke with eyewitnesses who saw it 

all unfold in front of them.     When i got to the scene today, the semi barely looked like a semi. It was 

badly burned and had a lot of damage. I saw crews putting water on some parts that were still burning and 

working to clean up the road. I spoke with two brothers who caught all of it on video. Smoke from this fire 

was seen for miles... But two Andover brothers saw it up close. Adam and Ryan Bezdek say it was the 

smoke they saw first. Then the flames... But it wasn't just the fire and at that exact moment a small 

explosion. The Kansas turnpike authority says a 64-year-old Texas man was driving the semi. He went off 

the right shoulder, overcorrected and hit the center median. That caused the semi to catch fire and dump 

several 40 foot steel beams onto the road. But the driver got out and wasn't hurt. It help up traffic for more 

than four hours. And shook up these brothers who were just trying to get to a basketball game. The Kansas 

turnpike authority said maintenance crews had to be called out to help clear the steel beams off the road. 

 

2/10/2015                5am 

Breaking overnight... firefighters find smoke showing from a residence after they're called to a fire. Crews 

were called around 1:15 to the area of Indianapolis and Hydraulic. They found a small fire that they say 

looks like started in a floor furnace. They were able to get it under control quickly. One dog was inside but 

firefighters were able to get it out. 

 

2/11/2015                430am 

If you didn't sleep well overnight, you may think about an afternoon nap. Researchers say a 30-minute nap 

can reverse the hormonal impact of poor sleep. It may also reduce stress and boost the immune system. A 

study shows about three in 10 adults sleep six hours or less a night. 

 

2/12/2015         5am 

There's a condition that kills one student athlete every three days. It's the number one medical killer of 

student athletes in the country...and your child isn't being tested for it. According to the American medical 

society for sports medicine. 60 percent of the causes for sudden cardiac arrest can be detected using a 

simple test called an electro-cardiogram, or e-k-g, a test that many foundations and hospitals around the 

country are offering for 25 dollars or less so why aren't your athletes going through this exam? Michael 

Morris and Kristi brooks asked that question...after their 16 year old son chase died of sudden cardiac arrest 

due to an enlarged heart… a condition that doctors say, could have been spotted with an E-K-G. Tonight at 



 

 

ten, I look at what the Morris family is doing about the loss of their son. And tell you what you can do to 

make sure you're not the next family to lose a loved one 

 

2/13/2015                6am 

Investigators are still working to find out how a truck ended up in a Sedgwick county pond yesterday 

morning. It happened off maize road. Police say, a man in his 50's drove through a fence and into the frigid 

water. First responder Nate Splane wasted no time. He jumped into the cold water to pull the man out of the 

truck before it sank to the bottom. Splane says he tied a rope around his chest before jumping into the icy 

pond to save the man.  He says one of the tough parts was getting the man out of his seat-belt. Investigators 

believe the man may have suffered a medical condition. 

He was taken to the hospital and is in fair condition. 

 

2/14/2015                10pm 

You only have one day left to buy health insurance through the affordable care act. The enrollment cutoff is 

midnight on Sunday. If you miss that... You may have to pay a penalty. Some people had trouble signing 

up today due to a technical glitch in the website... Federal officials say that has been fixed so you should be 

able to sign up if you haven't yet. 

 

2/15/2015                10pm 

A man's body has been found in park city and authorities are on the scene. Devon Fasbinder is there with 

the latest. Devon, what do we know?  We know officers are calling this death suspicious...but haven't been 

able to do much investigating up close. The body was found on the north side of 69th street about halfway 

between Hillside, where I am now, and Oliver. Sheriff's deputies say the call came in around 6:08 that 

someone saw the body near the road. But deputies say they don't know the age of the victim or the cause of 

death yet. All they can tell us is it is a male and the death is suspicious. You can't see much from this point 

because it is of course dark now. But some officer cars and lights are blocking the road along with some 

police tape. Again, what we know right now. Officers have confirmed the body of a male found between 

hillside and Oliver along 69th. They are treating the death as suspicious. We expect to get more information 

from the Sedgwick county sheriff's office sometime tomorrow. Look for any updates on air and online at k-

w-c-h dot com. 

 

2/16/2015                6am 

City crews worked through the weekend to make sure Wichita roads were ready for the winter weather. 

Road crews began Thursday spraying streets with brine. The pre-treatment helps to reduce slick spots 

around town. Your morning commute to work won't be as busy as normal because school is out for the 

president's day holiday. By the time classes resume tomorrow or Wednesday - any snow that fell should be 

plowed away on the major roadways. 

 

2/17/2015                6pm 

Two-dozen whooping cough cases are now confirmed statewide. That’s up from 11 last week. The Kansas 

department of health and environment reports Sedgwick County now has 13 confirmed cases. Barton 

County has 4. That number doesn't include the 2 new cases there we told you about yesterday. Both 

patients are children. The health department is working to track down nearly 300 people who may have 

come in contact with them. 

 

2/18/2015                8am 

It was breaking news at six. A woman is killed in a single vehicle accident tonight near derby. Sheriff 

Deputies say the woman was driving on 79th street between Greenwich and Webb road when she left the 

roadway and struck a tree.   Investigators are still looking into what factors may have led to the crash. 

 

2/19/2015                10pm 

Tonight a Wichita police officer describes how he narrowly escaped death. Diving out of the 

way....moments before a truck slammed into his patrol car. It's a story that many of you have been talking 

about. The accident happened in southeast Wichita yesterday morning on Webb near Lincoln. The officer 

spoke to Jade Degood about just how lucky he was. It's an interview you'll see only on eyewitness news.  

The officer was parked here on Webb... Lights flashing...directing traffic away from a crash.  



 

 

He says he looked up in just enough time... To jump out of the way of a truck coming right at him.     The 

driver of the white pickup was cited for *failure to reduce speed.* 

 

2/21/2015                8am 

Fire investigators are now looking into what caused a fire at this home in north-west Wichita. Last night 

crews were called to the 94 hundred block of north Nantucket near 13th and Tyler. Crews reported seeing 

flames and heavy smoke when they arrived on scene. Luckily no one was inside at the time of the fire. The 

family that owns the home is out of town damage is estimated to be... at least 150-thousand dollars...  

although crews say it's not a total loss. 

 

2/23/2015                12pm 

New at noon... A fire breaks out at a home in Belleville ... With young children still inside. The Belleville 

fire chief says the fire started around 8-30 in the basement of a home on 23-rd Street. The adults that were 

inside the home at the time made it out safely ... But two kids age 5 and younger were still inside. We know 

few details regarding any injuries ... But we do know a medical helicopter was called in. Right now ... The 

cause of that fire is still unknown. 

 

2/26/2015                6am 

Another case of the whooping cough is reported at heights high school. The school sent a letter out to 

parents telling them about the case. The school says, the student is being treated and should make a full 

recovery. Earlier this month, we told you about another student there being treated for whooping cough. 

We are told, the school has a plan in place to deal with the illness... Including checking to see if any 

unvaccinated students have come in contact with the sick teen. The total number of cases of whooping 

cough in Sedgwick County is now up to 14. Confirmed cases have more than doubled in Kansas in the past 

week. 

 

2/27/2015                430am 

No matter what she does...scam artists are a step ahead. That's what one Wichita business owner says after 

she's taken for about five thousand dollars. She called factfinder 12 investigators wanting to warn other 

businesses. Investigator Michael Schwanke found...what she's dealing with is becoming more common. 

 

2/28/2015                8am 

A fire leaves one Wichita family out in the cold. That's new this morning. The blaze sparked just before 11 

last night at this home in the 14 hundred block of north Chautauqua. Crews on scene reported smoke and 

flames coming from the back of the house. They were able to get the fire under control quickly. 

Investigators are still working to determine was caused the blaze. Meanwhile the Red Cross has been called 

in to help the family. 

 

3/1/2015                  10pm 

We're still waiting for a briefing from Haysville police... They told us to expect updated details an hour 

ago... But haven't released anything new yet. This all started here at this house in a Haysville 

neighborhood... Around seven o'clock tonight. 9-1-1 dispatch tells us a man in the home was shot... In what 

appears to be an accident. I spoke with several neighbors on this block... None heard the gunshot. Although 

one did see officers rushing into the home. The man who was shot went to the hospital in critical condition. 

Neighbors say the man who owns the home here is an avid hunter who's known to just about everyone on 

the block. But, again, we don't know *who* the victim of the shooting is at this time. Neighbors I spoke 

with say they were worried about what all this means for their safety. But police told them the shooting 

here was *not* a danger to anyone else. 

 

3/3/2015                  10pm 

As you heard...this one happened at Harrison Park near Harry and Webb road this morning.  A woman 

went into the pond after her dog. Two women were walking by when they heard a scream for help. Crews 

arrived and were able to pull the woman and her dog out to dry ground. She was taken to the hospital in fair 

condition. As we said, this is the second incident this week where a woman has gone into a pond after her 

dog.  On Sunday, Erika Owens drowned after going into an icy pond in northeast Wichita. 

A memorial service for her will be held this Saturday at central Christian church. 



 

 

 

3/4/2015                  430am 

It's an interesting way to keep your kids fit. Researchers say friendships can help. They found obese 

children with active friends are more likely to join physical activities. 

 

3/5/2015                  12pm 

A high school student in Johnson County is diagnosed with tuberculosis. The Kansas department of health 

and environment says the Olathe northwest student was diagnosed on Tuesday ... And will not attend 

school for at least 2 weeks. Health officials predict around 3-hundred people who came in contact with the 

student will now be screened for the disease. 

 

3/6/2015                  5pm 

A Kansas City teen collapses and dies during high school track practice. 17-year-old Ja'leel freeman went 

into sudden cardiac arrest. Jenn bates tells us there's a simple test that could that could have caught the 

condition,  but after a grueling track practice yesterday...Jaleel collapsed...coaches and trainers tried 

performing c-p-r before Jaleel was rushed to the hospital...where he died...initial reports show it was sudden 

cardiac arrest. Unfortunately, this is not a rare occurrence...sudden cardiac arrest is the number one killer of 

student athletes across the country. Jaleel's story is similar to one I told you about last month...Chase 

Morris, an Oklahoma teen, also died of sudden cardiac arrest...a death his father believes could have been 

prevented since chase's death...his father Michael started the play for chase foundation...providing 

inexpensive and even free e-k-g testing for Tulsa area athletes but mostly, spreading awareness... Now, 

with the help of Oklahoma insurance commissioner, Dr. John D. Doak, Morris has gotten a bill into the 

Oklahoma legislature. The bill would require more education on heart health, yearly training for 

coaches...and a waiver signed by parents if they want their kids to participate in sports that bill just 

overwhelmingly passed through the Oklahoma senate. By a 32-7 margin... If you would like to know more 

about chase's story, and the play for chase foundation, you can find my story on our website K-W-C-H dot 

com... 

 

3/7/2015                  8am 

We’re also following breaking news out of Saint Louis, Missouri where a medical helicopter has crashed 

near Saint Louis University Hospital. Take a look at this cell phone video... You can see flames and smoke 

billowing from the crash site.   Officials say the pilot was killed in the crash.   No one else was on board. A 

Fire Department spokesman says the pilot was on the way to pick up a crew when the helicopter went down 

late last night.  No word yet on what caused the deadly crash. The National Transportation Safety Board 

has been called in to investigate. 

 

3/8/2015                  10pm 

We're seeing some incredible video tonight showing a fire near hays earlier this weekend. Darrel shot this 

video of the fire at the *heartland truss plant* Saturday morning. Nobody was hurt. This is what it looks 

like now. The Ellis county fire chief says the cause has been ruled as *unknown*. Investigators say it 

started in the break room. 

 

3/10/2015                6am 

New this morning, 4 people are hurt following an explosion and fire at a New Jersey warehouse. You can 

see the heavy flames and smoke shooting from the roof. W-c-b-s reports the facility is used by a chemical 

company and housed numerous chemicals... including propane. Part of the building's roof collapsed in the 

blast. The cause is under investigation. 

 

3/11/2015                530am 

1 person is arrested following a police chase and crash near downtown. It happened late last night near 

Murdock and Washington. Troopers with the Kansas highway patrol tried pulling a vehicle over, when the 

driver took off. The driver led police on a chase before hitting 2 others vehicles. The driver tried running on 

foot, but was caught. Police are still working to determine why he tried getting away. 

 

3/13/2015                10pm 



 

 

We have a new alert tonight about bird flu in Kansas... the Kansas department of agriculture confirms a 

positive case in Leavenworth county. Scientists are being sent to monitor birds in the area... And collect 

more samples. Cherokee and Crawford counties in southeast Kansas are under quarantine after the virus 

was discovered in Missouri. Poultry is not allowed to move into or out of those counties. The virus is 

potentially deadly and very contagious among birds. It can be transmitted to people... But it’s pretty rare... 

 

3/14/2015                9am 

Crews have been monitoring hot spots in Greenwood County all night... After four grass fires burned about 

4-thousand acres of land yesterday. It took crews more than 7 hours to extinguish the fires. The largest 

burned about 2-thousand acres of land northwest of eureka. No property was damaged, and no one was 

hurt. 

 

3/15/2015                10pm 

Cancer, internal bleeding and then listeriosis. The widow of the late Richard Porter says through it all, he 

had a great attitude. Tonight... We're learning more about those affected by a listeria outbreak. The bacteria, 

linked to blue bell ice cream, infected five and contributed to three of their deaths. Devon Fasbinder spoke 

with the widow of the first man infected. It's a story you'll see only on eyewitness news.   Jade, this is the 

first patient we've identified.   The c-d-c says the five patients got infected in these months. According to a 

local doctor... The first case... Happened in January of last year.  Today... I spoke with that patient's wife.    

Lois porter tells me she doesn't hold any resentment against the ice cream company or the hospital. But she 

does say she's extra careful about what she eats and is more concerned about contamination when it comes 

to food.     We want to point out this man was from Reno county.   K-d-h-e did not report a case from that 

county and couldn't clarify with us today because of confidentiality reasons. But his Via Christi doctor and 

widow both say he was part of this outbreak. 

 

3/16/2015                10pm 

You can get free measles vaccines beginning today in Butler County. The health department is offering 

vaccine clinics... Free for the uninsured. The m-m-r vaccine is recommended for anyone without proof of 

immunity, born after 19-57. The shots are being offered at the health department facility on north Griffith 

in El Dorado. And the tag office on west beech drive in Augusta. It's first come, first serve. 

You can call ahead to reserve your dose. 

 

3/17/2015                12pm 

A postal worker is seriously hurt after being attacked by a dog. That's new at noon... Wichita police say a 

pit-bull jumped through a screen door in the 21 hundred block of south terrace and bit the man's hand and 

arm multiple times. The dog's owner helped get the dog off. She says the dog, whose name is bear, has 

never shown aggression before. The 32 year old postman was taken to the hospital for treatment. 

Meanwhile the dog is now being held by animal control until a hearing is held in the case. 

 

3/18/2015                6pm 

Now an alert about tuberculosis in Kansas... State health officials say more than two dozen have tested 

positive for t-b... After a student at an Olathe high school was found to have the disease earlier this month. 

But... They say the investigation hasn't spread to other schools. Pilar Pedraza takes a look at why. Health 

officials today told me tuberculosis is actually very difficult to transmit. Not only do you have to be in 

close contact... Within seven feet or so of someone who's contagious... You have to be there for several 

hours. So far... All those who've tested positive because of the Olathe case... Have been students and staff at 

the same high school. Viewers asked us if it's possible to have picked up the bacteria at basketball games 

Olathe northwest boys and girls played in central Kansas... The health experts we talked with say the 

chances are extremely low in an open gym.     Those who've been tested at Olathe northwest high school... 

Will be re-tested later this month... Because of how long it can take the bacteria to show up in the blood 

stream. The state provides free treatment for anyone who tests positive. 

 

3/20/2015                430am 

There’s possible progress in the fight against kidney cancer. Researchers say they've come up with a new 

non-invasive method to screen for the disease that involves measuring proteins in the urine. 

 



 

 

3/22/2015                10pm 

An early morning house fire in Mulvane is under investigation tonight. It happened around six a-m in the 

17-hundred block of country walk lane. Fire crews responded and found the back of the house fully 

engulfed. Everyone inside made it out safely, but the family pet was killed in the fire. The cause has not 

been determined. 

 

3/23/2015                12pm 

A young Wichita girl is recovering at home today after falling from a 2nd story window. The three year 

old's mother says she climbed up onto a windowsill. She leaned onto the screen - it gave way. She fell 

about 9 feet to the ground. She landed on some grass and mud below - Likely softening the landing. The 

toddler was taken to Wesley - but was treated and released with no significant injuries. 

 

3/24/2015                6pm 

Blue bell expands its ice-cream recall over a listeria outbreak... To include three different, single- serve ice 

cream cups , and now one Kansas school district is pulling them from the lunchroom. The company 

recalled its three-ounce, institutional food service ice cream cups after the Kansas department of health and 

environment found listeria in an unopened cup of ice cream. That ice cream came from Via Christi hospital. 

Akeam Ashford has been following the story since it broke. Akeam, are more people getting sick from this 

recent case?     No - according to k-d-h-e -- there are *no* new cases of listeriosis. You may remember 

earlier this month...we reported how three people hospitalized at Via Christi St. Francis died after eating 

tainted ice cream products there. All had been in the hospital for different reasons...listeria was listed as a 

contributing factor in their deaths. After that - the hospital removed all blue bell ice cream products and 

gave them to the state to test.  The Kansas department of health and environment says listeria can grow on 

refrigerated items -- such as hot dogs, lunch meats, and soft cheeses.  The department says it's unlikely for a 

homeowner to find listeria on items at home. 

 

3/25/2015                10pm 

A mail carrier... And registered sex offender... Was scheduled to deliver mail to two Haysville schools. 

While the superintendent says he never set foot on their property... And has now been reassigned... Jade 

Degood spoke with parents who say that's not enough. Bridgett Cunningham has a 9-year-old who goes to 

Ruth Clark elementary school." one of two schools that were on a sex offender's mail route. The other... 

Campus high school. She echo’s many parents and grandparents in the area... Who are upset after finding 

out a sex offender was assigned to deliver mail to their children's schools... And possibly to their homes as 

well. The superintendent of Haysville schools... Tells eyewitness news off camera...  That the offender 

never set foot on school property. But says he is like many parents... Wanting to know why the registered 

sex offender was given that route to begin with.     We asked the u-s-p-s why a registered sex offender was 

given that route. But the statement we got back from the postal service didn't mention any details on this 

case. Only saying *quote* "the postal service examines the facts and circumstances surrounding each 

individual case. The postal service standards of conduct require employees to report to management within 

10 days of registering as a sex offender. Employees also have to update management if they are required to 

register in another jurisdiction as well. 

 

3/26/2015                6am 

Factfinder 12 takes a look at tornadoes in the u-s and here in Kansas. According to the national weather 

service... The u-s sees on average more than 1-thousand tornadoes each year. That's more than any other 

country. Canada comes in second with about 100. In Kansas... We see an average of 96 tornadoes each 

year. That's the second most of any state behind Texas, which sees 155 each year. Tornadoes have been 

documented in each of the 50 states. On average, about 60 people died each year in the u-s from the storms. 

 

3/28/2015                8am 

A woman is seriously hurt after crashing into a parked car. Police say it happened around 8-45 last night 

near meridian and 45th street south. The 69 year old was headed east when she hit a legally parked car on 

the side of the road. That car was empty and no one else was hurt in the crash. Many people said they heard 

the crash and came to assist the driver. Police ask anyone who witnessed the crash to call 268-4131. 

 

3/29/2015                10pm 



 

 

In emporia...   An apartment fire has displaced several people.  It happened at *east wood lake apartments* 

on east street early this morning. Most of the residents were able to make it out ok.  

But two of them had to be taken to the hospital for further treatment.  The American red cross is assisting 

those who were displaced by the fire. And the emporia senior center is open to provide shelter.  The cause 

of the fire and extent of damage is not confirmed, officials suspect it was due to a resident smoking inside. 

 

3/31/2015                6pm 

Beautiful weather can be ugly for allergy sufferers with allergy *and* ozone season upon us, Katie Hatfield 

shares what we can do to keep the air as clean as possible. "You can live your life just like you do every 

day you just have to prepare." Lori Kutilek is an allergy sufferer. And a patient of van Strickland, who 

knows well what spring-time brings. Along with allergy season, April first marks the start of ozone 

season... When more intense sunlight can bake emissions from cars, machinery, gardening equipment and 

paints.  People like Lori, who manages asthma along with other allergies. 'If you have asthma on top of that 

like I do, then you have a very hard time breathing." So what can you do to help? Use public transportation 

or carpool; reduce your energy use at home; and postpone errands, yard work, or fueling up at the pump 

until after the sun goes down... And for allergy sufferers... "You need to take care of yourself and stay 

ahead of your allergies and your asthma." Katie Hatfield, eyewitness news.



 

 

 

POLITICS 
 

1/8/2015                  10pm 

Next Monday lawmakers in Kansas return to Topeka for the 2015 session. Pilar Pedraza will be there all 

week including on Thursday when the governor gives his state of the state address. You can watch it live 

on KWCH dot com. Also...be sure to follow Pilar on twitter for all the latest updates. 

 

1/11/2015                10pm 

From a 280-million dollar shortfall - to paying more money to Kansas schools. Lawmakers have tough 

decisions ahead this year - and it may impact your budget at home. The new legislative session starts 

tomorrow. Anne Meyer talked one on one with Governor Sam Brownback today to get a preview of the key 

issues affecting you. It's an interview you will only see on eyewitness news.  A prayer service at Newman 

University brought Governor Sam Brownback to Wichita. But when he met with voters afterward, many 

were talking about the upcoming legislative session. With a 280-million dollar budget shortfall to tackle 

this year - and a bigger deficit to face in the next fiscal year - lawmakers have some difficult decisions 

ahead. Brownback hopes new moves will grow the economy - especially in south central Kansas gov Sam 

Brownback.  This session also starts with some controversy. A grand jury investigation into Brownback’s 

campaign finances was breaking news last week - so i questioned the governor on that issue -- here's what 

he said. Gov. Sam Brownback. Count on us to bring you the latest developments in that investigation - am 

eyewitness news  

 

1/12/2015                430am 

We will have crews in Topeka for complete coverage of this week's events. The inauguration ceremony 

will be held at the statehouse this morning at 11. Pilar Pedraza will bring us live reports following that 

event. Governor Brownback will deliver his state of the state address this Thursday. It starts at 6:30. We 

will stream the entire speech on our website, K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

1/13/2015                6pm 

We expect to learn more about the governor's plans for this term Thursday night.  That's when he's 

scheduled to deliver his "state of the state address." it starts at 6:30. We will stream the entire speech on our 

website. K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

1/15/2015                6pm 

The governor will talk about the Kansas economy and budget tonight...in his state of the state address.     

Be sure to follow Pilar on twitter as she live tweets the event. You can watch the address on k-w-c-h dot 

com at 6:30. 

 

1/17/2015                8am 

The U-S Supreme Court will decide whether same-sex couples have the right to marry. The case will be 

argued in April and a decision is expected by late June. The number of states permitting same-sex marriage 

has nearly doubled in the last three months because of federal and state court rulings. Kansas is one of 

those states. Kansas attorney general Derek Schmidt says he's encouraged that the Supreme Court has taken 

up the cases and is hopeful they'll provide a clear decision. 

 

1/18/2015                10pm 

President Obama will deliver his state of the union address- to congress in two days. It will be the first time 

his presidency the speech will be delivered to two republican-controlled chambers. Some of the numerous 

topics he's expected to address include tax increases, improved cyber-security and free tuition for 

community colleges. You can watch that right here on k-w-c-h 12 starting at eight Tuesday evening. 

We will also be streaming the speech online. You can watch it at k-w-c-h dot com.  Two days later, the 

president will be here in Kansas. He's speaking in Lawrence at the k-u campus on Thursday. White house 

officials tell us he will discuss themes from his speech on Tuesday. We will have crews in Lawrence for the 

event, and bring you full coverage on air and online. 

 



 

 

1/21/2015                430am 

In a new Rasmussen poll - just 17 percent of u-s voters think the president should focus on new spending 

programs. 68 percent want him to focus on programs that can be accomplished within current levels. 

And that goes for the free community college idea. Americans like the idea as long as it doesn't cost them 

anything. Senator Jerry Moran touched on that in a recent interview with eyewitness news. He supports 

community college and wants more focus on it but free likely isn't the answer. We've heard a lot about 

middle class Americans...and the challenge they face. That's something you will hear across both aisles but 

they will likely disagree on how to help. Senator Moran says it's an issue where they can come together.  

 

1/22/2015                5am 

In just hours the president of the United States will take the podium in Lawrence. Eyewitness news has 

several crews in Lawrence for the president's speech. It starts just after 11 this morning but as Hannah 

Davis tells us the city of Lawrence and k-u have been preparing for the president's visit since last week ... 

Hannah? The city of Lawrence has been preparing for the president's visit since last week. And it's a lot of 

pressure for KU officials wanting to make sure there are no gaps in today's plans. They’ve only had a few 

days to figure out security on campus, what buildings to use, how traffic will be directed to make sure the 

president and all involved stay safe.  But they say no matter your political views this is a time for k-u's 

campus to be seen on a national stage. We know there will be several roads blocked off this morning as 

they bring the president from his room at the holiday inn... to the location for his speech on the k-u campus. 

 

1/25/2015                8am 

You could soon carry a gun...concealed or not...without a permit. That's what a new proposed senate bill 

would do.  Devon Fasbinder explains the laws now and how that law could change.  Right now in Kansas, 

legal gun owners can openly carry a weapon without a permit. If you want to conceal it, you have to take a 

class and get a permit. But a recently proposed senate bill says that would no longer be the case. 

 

1/29/2015                6am 

These candidates want your vote. All ten want to be the next mayor of Wichita. The group will face off in 

the primary election March 3rd. The top two vote getters will then move on to the general election in April. 

Former Wichita mayor bob knight served seven terms as mayor since the 70s, and says the key to earning 

your vote is building trust.   Knight considered another run for mayor this year, but decided not to in 

January 

 

1/30/2015                12pm 

Mitt Romney will not be on your next presidential ballot. He told his supporters earlier today that he will 

not run for president in 20-16. Mark albert has the latest… Romney said this morning ... It is unlikely he'll 

change his mind. Tonight he's expected to meet with New Jersey governor Chris Christie who also 

expressed interest in a 20-16 presidential has run. 

 

 

1/31/2015                8am 

Three weeks after scrambling the GOP presidential field, two time candidate Mitt Romney announced he 

would not pursue a third bid for the presidency after all.     Governor Chris Christie and  Mitt Romney had 

dinner last night in new York city. But sources say... Romney won't endorse anyone in the near future. 

 

2/4/2015                  5pm 

The Kansas house passes a bill to close most of the state's multi-million dollar budget gap. The measure 

mostly diverts funds from highway projects and special funds into the state's main bank account.  The bill 

now goes to the senate, which plans to vote tomorrow. The state's budget director says the lawmakers must 

pass a bill by February 13th for the state to pay bills on time. 

 

2/5/2015                  10pm 

State schools are preparing for a possible 45-million-dollar budget cut.  Governor Sam Brownback made 

the announcement this afternoon... Jade Degood spoke with teachers and schools about what this may mean 

for them. Although this news is disappointing to many Kansas schools... Some say it wasn't all that 

surprising.  The problem is this is supposed to go into effect next month... After school budgets are already 



 

 

set.     Governor Brownback says these cuts are necessary because of a shortfall in sales tax revenue. But 

state democrats are critical of that... Saying the real culprit is from the income tax cuts his administration 

put into effect.     Right now at KWCH dot com...You can see how your school district is impacted by these 

new cuts announced today. We have a breakdown of the cuts on our website in this story. 

 

2/6/2015                  10pm 

The adjustments to education spending... Are the latest under governor Brownback’s plans to deal with the 

budget? It’s one way lawmakers are making up a shortfall of hundreds of millions? Devon Fasbinder looks 

how the state got here-- and why certain revenues are the lowest they've been in years. When Governor 

Sam Brownback came into office, he reduced income taxes on individuals and businesses. Individuals paid 

25 percent less, and corporations, big and small, got breaks. But it *reduced* what the state was bringing 

in. Some say that's part of the current issue.  We went to Friends university professor Malcolm Harris for an 

explanation on how the state got into this budget situation. He says experts forecast the budget... And are 

sometimes wrong. The governor says the forecasted total for sales tax is the reason. Sales tax revenue has 

increased year to year, but this fiscal year, the state expected roughly 1.3 billion dollars in revenue. It 

actually got 13 million dollars less than expected. However, the governor's critics say the issue is with his 

income tax breaks. This fiscal year, the state expected to get 1.35 billion dollars in individual income taxes. 

But it got roughly 23 million dollars less. The same happened with expected revenue for corporate income 

taxes. This fiscal year, the state expected roughly 200 million. It got about 19 million dollars less. Harris 

does say.... The income tax breaks worked... But, some say they're playing a large part in the projected 

shortfall. The total revenue for income taxes this fiscal year roughly 1.56 billion dollars. That's less than it's 

been in the past three years. 

 

2/7/2015                  8am 

Dozens of school districts across the state are now taking aim at what they're calling...a 45-million dollar 

budget cut to Kansas schools. The group is now working with attorney's to file a motion to stop the cuts 

they claim violate a court order that requires lawmakers to increase funding to schools. But a Wichita 

lawmaker says the public is being misled by the school funding situation... Representative Steve Brunk 

says this is not a cut...and should not hurt schools at all. Last year...lawmakers approved an additional 134-

million dollars to fund education. That's because courts ordered the legislature to give more money to 

schools. But property values and enrollment numbers changed - meaning according to the funding 

formula...schools should get more money. So when Governor Brownback announced he was adjusting 

education money...Republicans insisted it wasn't a true cut...because schools will actually get more money 

than originally promised.   

 

2/9/2015                  6pm 

A Wichita lawmaker may make it harder to get a divorce in Kansas.  Steve Brunk heads a committee that is 

hosting a marriage debate in Topeka this week. Anne Meyer talked to him to find out what it could mean 

for you. When a walk down the aisle turns foul - it can lead to divorce. Right now Kansas is a no-fault 

state. That means either party can file the court paperwork without proving legal ground for the separation.  

Those are the questions Wichita representative Steve Brunk hopes to answer at a special hearing this week. 

He feels fewer divorces will save the state money. Brunk says the talks in Topeka could eventually lead to 

laws that require a waiting period for divorce - or gives couples counseling opportunities. Family law 

attorneys like Morgan O’Hara Gering see problems with new divorce laws. Similar marriage bills have 

failed to pass the legislature before, but Brunk hopes this year will be different. 

AM eyewitness news.     The marriage debate will start Wednesday. We will keep an eye on those talks.... 

And let you know what happens 

 

2/11/2015                430am 

The legislation to approve construction of the keystone x-l pipeline heats up this week. The house is 

expected to pass a bill today to move ahead with the new pipeline. It's already been approved by the senate. 

House approval would send it to the white house for the president's signature by the end of the week. 

President Obama has pledged a veto on the measure. 

 

2/12/2015                5am 



 

 

A Wichita lawmaker wants to make it easier for the public to access emails from public officials... About 

public business. It's the first of two bills from Representative Jim ward...a Wichita democrat... Designed to 

increase the openness of how public business gets done here in Kansas. He says it's in reaction to 

allegations Governor Sam Brownback was using a private email account to discuss preliminary budget 

ideas with former staffers... Before the current legislative session began. Under Kansas law right now... 

Only emails sent from an elected officials work account are subject to state open records requests. The 

proposed bill would change that to include emails from private accounts - if they are discussing official 

business. This bill would apply to any electronic communication -- emails... Social media, etc... Involving 

public business.. Sent from any personal electronic device. 

 

2/14/2015                10pm 

Hundreds of protesters rallied at the Kansas Statehouse today...They are upset with Governor Sam 

Brownback's recent actions... Which ended protections against discrimination for gays and lesbians 

working in state government. The rally was organized by gay rights advocates... Following Brownback's 

decision this week to rescind an executive order that barred such discrimination. Brownback has said 

legislators should set such policies. But speakers at the rally described his actions as an attack on the L-G-

B-T community. Protesters are urging people to support house bill 23-23 which would add sexual 

orientation and gender identity to Kansas anti-discrimination laws. 

 

2/19/2015                10pm 

A Kansas teenager's letter to the governor goes viral. Concerned about budget cuts and education...she 

decided to voice support for the education she's receiving and wants the governor to know how she feels.  

Michael Schwanke traveled to Lindsborg’s smoky valley high school today to talk to the teen about the 

letter and what she hopes it accomplishes. If you're on Facebook...there's a good chance you've seen this 

letter in your feed. 16 year old Haeli Maas says she had no idea how much attention the letter would 

get...but so far...she hasn't heard from the one person she wants to read it to governor Sam Brownback-- 

You are the determining factor in the future of my generation's lives. Education is important and it should 

never be put on the back burner to the rest of the issues. Do not write off my generation and refuse us the 

opportunity to educate ourselves, because we will surprise you. Meet 16 year old Haeli Maas-- a student at 

smoky valley high--who has a way with words. It is up to you to fight for our future and our education, so 

that we may fight for you when the time comes. Those are excerpts from a letter to Governor Sam 

Brownback...one that has gone viral. Maas never imagined the attention the letter would receive...as a 

teenager she follows the news...and knows the state faces budget troubles.     And now...she's been heard.  

Do not forget to put faith in your youth, and do not bypass our education in order to save face. Invest in our 

future, and you will inevitably be investing in your future. After all, if you forget to educate the youth, who 

will take care of you?  We've posted Haeli's full letter to the governor on our eyewitness news Facebook 

page. You can read it there and share it, as more than 700 people have already done in the last hour. 

 

2/23/2015                12pm 

The future of liquor sales is back up for debate in the Kansas state capitol today. Lawmakers will discuss a 

bill that would allow grocery stores to sell full strength beer, wine and liquor. If passed the bill would go in 

effect in July 2018. The measure is backed by grocery and convenience store chains. Many liquor store 

owners oppose it, fearing it will put them out of business. Lawmakers are expected to take up the issue at 1-

30 this afternoon. Our own Pilar Pedraza will be there, look for her live reports tonight... And you can 

follow her on twitter at kwch.  

 

2/26/2015                6am 

A bill that would impose heavy restrictions on adult businesses is dead. The bill failed to make it out of 

committee before yesterday's deadline. The bill would have regulated where adult businesses could be 

located and what time they could operate. 

 

2/27/2015                430am 

The Kansas house passes two bills that change state's penalties for driving under the influence. One is 

known as the Mija Stockman law. She was the McPherson teacher who was disabled after being hit by a 

drunk driver. The bill passed by the house increases the penalties for drunk drivers who cause bodily harm 



 

 

to others in accidents. The second bill allows convicted drunk drivers to have the opportunity to clear the 

D-U-I from court records, five years after completion of a sentence. Both bills now move to the senate. 

 

3/2/2015                  6pm 

The race for Wichita mayor reaches a check-point tomorrow. The field will narrow from ten to two.... 

during the primary election. Right now... the ballot includes current city council members Jeff Longwell 

and Lovanta Williams... and former gubernatorial candidate Jennifer Winn. About 36-hundred voters have 

already voted early... Either by mail-in ballot.... or in-person. 200-thousand are eligible to vote in the 

primary in Sedgwick County. The last time Wichita had a mayoral primary... In 20-11... Turn-out was 

about 7-point-7 percent. Polls open at 6 a-m and close at 7 p-m. Don't forget your photo I-d. We've posted a 

link to help you find your polling place in the campaign 20-15 section at kwch-dot-com. 

There... you can also find-out who the candidates are... And watch our stories on the races and issues up for 

vote. 

 

3/3/2015                  10pm 

Once again...just to recap...Jeff Longwell will square off with Sam Williams in the Wichita mayor's race-

they got the most votes in today's primary election. You can see the percentages each candidate received at 

kwch dot com. 

 

3/4/2015                  430am 

The race for two Wichita city council seats is also down to two candidates. In district two current council 

member Pete Meitzner will face Jim price in the general election. And in district five... Bryan Frye and 

Gary bond are the top two vote getters. They will now go on to the general election on April seventh. The 

seat is currently occupied by Jeff Longwell who is running for mayor. 

 

3/5/2015                  8am 

New details now about a lawsuit involving Kansas sheriff's and the state of Colorado. We now know ten 

sheriffs from Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska are suing Colorado for legalizing marijuana. That includes 

sheriffs and county attorneys from Sherman, Wallace, and Greeley counties in Kansas. The lawsuit was 

filed today ... In it, they say Colorado’s marijuana legalization violates federal law ... And they are asking a 

u-s district court to nullify the marijuana amendment to Colorado’s constitution. This isn't the first time 

Colorado’s neighboring states have tried to take action... Separately ... Nebraska and Oklahoma appealed to 

the US Supreme Court to strike down marijuana legalization in Colorado. The Supreme Court hasn't said 

whether it will hear that case. 

 

3/6/2015                  5pm 

The Wichita mayoral race is down to two candidates, and we want you to make an informed decision this 

election season. Both Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will participate in our campaign 20-15 mayoral 

candidate forum. Watch on March 24th at 6:30 right here on k-w-c-h 12. We'll also stream the forum to k-

w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/7/2015                  8am 

As we get closer to the April election, eyewitness news wants to make sure you're informed. So we're 

giving you a chance to hear from both the candidates running for Wichita mayor. On March 24 we're 

hosting a candidate forum. Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will be in our studio to answer questions 

submitted by you.  The forum will air on K-W-C-H 12 at 6:30 that evening and be streamed online. 

 

3/8/2015                  10pm 

50 years since bloody Sunday... Thousands of people take to Selma, Alabama, to mark the anniversary of 

those pivotal moments in the civil rights movement. It was an historic event with strong ties to the Wichita 

community. Anne Meyer explains. Jade - a white minister - born in Wichita - wanted to be a part of doctor 

king's movement. But what happened to him two days after the famous march in Selma got national 

attention - and was a pivotal event in voting rights bill. One stop on that tour in June will be the brown 

chapel a-m-e church in Selma. That’s where James Reeb's funeral was held. Outside there is a monument in 

his honor - describing his role in the civil rights movement 

 



 

 

3/9/2015                  6pm 

Also April seventh... You'll decide Wichita’s next mayor. Either... Jeff Longwell or Sam Williams. We’re 

giving you a chance to get your questions answered by both candidates before Election Day... During our 

candidate forum. The forum will air March 24-th here on K-W-C-H 12 at 6:30. 

We’ll also stream it online. 

 

3/10/2015                8am 

Even though the state attorney general says he'll sue, the city of Wichita will move forward with a public 

vote to lower penalties for marijuana possession. The city says there just isn't time to change the upcoming 

ballot. Attorney general Derek Schmidt says the petition that led to the question wasn't filed correctly... 

And, if passed, it goes against state law. 

 

3/11/2015                530am 

   A group of senators wants to stop the federal government from prosecuting users of medical marijuana. 

Three senators introduced a bill to partially legalize medical marijuana on the federal level. The lawmakers 

say doctors and patients operate in fear they could be charged with a federal crime. The bill would only 

apply to the 23 states where medical marijuana is currently legal. The bill would also expand access for 

research and lift the ban on doctors at veteran's facilities from pre-scribing marijuana to patients. 

 

3/12/2015                5pm 

A major step forward for a plan to change how the state of Kansas pays for education.... The house agreed 

to put the school, block-grant funding bill to a final vote tomorrow morning. Education reporter Pilar 

Pedraza was at the statehouse during several hours of debate today.     It was a long day here in the 

gallery... And down there on the house floor.  Dozens of representatives spoke both for and against... 

Sometimes very emotionally. In the end... The house voted for this education change by a margin of just 

two votes.     Now this was just a preliminary vote... And the representatives can change their minds before 

tomorrow's final vote. Some told me they expect to be busy answering phone calls and emails tonight... 

From concerned constituents.     The house will return at 8 tomorrow morning for the final vote on this bill. 

If it passes... It will then move on to the senate next week. Keep up with the latest statehouse bills on a 

special section of our website. Just go to k-w-c-h dot com slash k-s legislature. 

 

3/13/2015                10pm 

A major change in how the state pays for your child's education passes the Kansas house...  But a three-

judge panel says it may block any new school finance formula. The panel is presiding over an ongoing 

lawsuit... Challenging the constitutionality of funding levels for public schools. Under the new proposal... 

Lawmakers would devote the next two years putting together a new funding formula for education. In the 

meantime, districts will get block grants based on their current aid. The bill got one vote more than it 

needed to pass today... After nearly 2 hours of debate. The bill now heads to the senate. Which will take it 

up next week. 

 

3/20/2015                430am 

The president of the *united way of the plains* says he is shocked and disappointed. He's reacting to a 

senate committee voting to stop many public sector employees from using payroll deductions for any 

*voluntary* purposes. That includes things like your car and house payments, union dues - or giving to 

charity.  Jade Degood spoke with united way about what this means for that charity. Payroll deductions are 

an easy... Convenient way of giving to charities. But if this bill passes... Those who work for state agencies 

and school districts... Would have to find a different way to give. For the united way of the plains. The 

news was disappointing.  An amendment to a proposed senate bill... Would block some people in the public 

sector... From using payroll deductions for *any* voluntary reasons... Including giving to charity. While 

that is only about 2% of what the united way of the plains raised last year. The charity's president and c-e-

o.... Pat Hanrahan... Says it would have major consequences. Senator molly Baumgartner of Louisburg. 

Says her reason for proposing the amendment is to keep the state from becoming a bank.  She says those 

who want to give to charities can find other ways. In Wichita... Jade Degood... Eyewitness news. 

 

3/23/2015                12pm 



 

 

We're working to answer your questions about the two men running for Wichita mayor. Tomorrow night 

mayoral candidates Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will be in our studio to answer questions submitted by 

you. The forum starts at 6-30 right here on k-w-c-h-12 ... You can also watch it live on our website k-w-c-h 

dot com. 

 

3/24/2015                6pm 

Tonight's your chance to learn more about the mayoral candidates during our candidate forum. Sam 

Williams and Jeff Longwell will be here in studio... Michael Schwanke will moderate. Mike what are some 

things you'll be asking about? Roger-- we'll cover as many topics as we get to...among them...the sales tax 

issue...remember the city said it needed that money for streets, water and sewer...so what next?   How do 

they propose paying for those needs and how much will it cost you???  Plus...we'll also talk about your 

safety and our police department, schools, and the marijuana issue that now goes to voters just to name a 

few.      You may know their names...but do you know where they stand on some of these issues. Wichita 

mayoral candidates Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will be in studio answering questions...some of which 

have come from you the viewer. Again you can catch the forum immediately following this newscast. We'll 

also be streaming it live at kwch-dot-com. 

 

3/26/2015                6am 

Governor Sam Brownback sings a new education block funding bill. Lawmakers passed the bill earlier this 

month. It removes the current school funding formula, providing block grants to schools instead. 

The legislature will spend the next two years drafting a new funding formula. 

 

3/27/2015                5pm 

The music plays and the curtains rise in the grand auditorium...but Warren Theatre owner Bill Warren isn't 

introducing the latest movie.  Instead he cites what he calls explosive legal documents against one of the 

two remaining mayoral candidates. Factfinder 12 investigator Lauren Seabrook is looking into this 

today...she was there this morning when warren made the announcement.  Lauren what's this all about?     

Basically ... Bill warren calling Sam Williams a liar. Warren felt so strongly about it ... He created this 

website ... Sam-gate-dot-com. With pictures referring to Watergate.   You can scroll through it and find all 

the allegations released today. Warren hopes voters will consider the information...before voting in less 

than two weeks.     With everything but the popcorn ... Warren theater owner bill warren unveils what he 

calls blatant lies from mayoral candidate Sam Williams.  Warren launched this website. Sam-gate ... With 

information he says proves Williams’ dishonesty. Warren says last year - Williams came to him and other 

business leaders to ask for their support in the race. Warren says they wanted to know how Williams voted 

on the sales tax increase. But now - Williams says he didn't vote for it. And wouldn't support it - if it came 

up again. Warren signed a sworn affidavit - saying ... Mr. Williams stated he voted yes for the sales tax 

increase. Warren says he confronted Williams - asking him why his story changed. Accusations warren 

says - Williams needs to apologize - to him and the city for. Warren says he's not endorsing Jeff long well 

for mayor ... He says he just wants the people of Wichita to know the truth about Williams.     When we 

asked Williams about the sales tax increase at our mayoral forum Tuesday ... This is what he told us. When 

I first called Williams campaign this morning ... I was told he would talk with us about it this afternoon. 

But that didn't happen. Instead - we received an email that didn't answer the question ... If he voted for the 

sales tax. His email calls warren's accusations "non-sense." so I once again called Williams ... To get an 

answer. He never called me back ... But his campaign manager did. Saying "Williams has said publicly 

several times ... He did not vote for the sales tax."  On top of the sworn affidavit ... Bill warren says he's 

willing to take a lie detector test over this. He hopes Williams will too. 

 

3/28/2015                8am 

The decision over whether to put hard liquor and full strength beer in grocery stores could soon be up to 

you. The organization uncork Kansas has just introduced a new senate bill that would allow voters to 

decide how liquor is sold county-by-county. The new bill comes after their house bill stalled again this 

year. Jade DeGood spoke with both sides of the issue. If senate bill 298 is passed... You would be able to 

vote for how liquor is sold in your county. That's uncorked Kansas’s reason for re-introducing a stalled 

house bill... Into the senate. The bill is similar to the house's version...only giving the option to counties.  

That would allow grocery stores to sell liquor, wine and spirits. The difference is a provision that would 

allow citizens in each county to vote on it.  Opponents to the bill... Like Sedgwick county commissioner 



 

 

Jim Howell... Say it would put hundreds of liquor stores out of business. And make liquor more accessible 

to minors. If this bill passes.... It would be up to your county commissioners to put it up for a vote. If the 

county commission chooses not to put it up for a vote... People could petition to put it on the ballot. 

 



 

 

 

Community Calendar: 

Sunflower Broadcasting provides a beneficial service for our community by 

providing an online Community Calendar to our viewing public. The 

Community Calendar is available for local groups and individuals to 

promote their events free of charge. It can be accessed through three of our 

websites: kwch.com, fetchtoto.com and kansascw.com. We’ve designed our 

calendar to be used by the public and monitored by our staff. Each month we 

list hundreds of events that happen throughout our viewing area that services 

nearly the entire state of Kansas. Some of these events include, but are not 

limited to, non-profit events, fine arts events, civic club meetings, city hall 

meetings, family celebrations, church functions, movie screenings and local 

music performances.  

 



 

 

FCC Report 

First Quarter 2015 

 
Tours 

KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  Tours are tailored to 

the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-age children.  It focuses on the history 

of the broadcasting facility and explains the types of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted 

by the Promotions Department and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME        NUMBER TYPE______________ 

January 2015 

1/6   7:00 PM  10  Cub Scouts 

1/7   5:30 PM  15  Cub Scouts 

1/13   10:00 AM  16  Catholic Charites 

1/14   2:15 PM  13  Journalism 

1/16   6:30 PM  5  Church Group  

1/19   3:00 PM  12  Home School Group  

 

 

February 2015 

No Tours 

 

March 2015 

3/10   5:30 PM  15  Cub Scouts 

3/16   6:30 PM  21  Brownies 

3/17   11:45 AM  20  Mentoring Group 

3/24   12:30   15  Current Events Class 

3/24   6:30 PM  11  Tiger Scouts 

3/31   6:30 PM  14  Cub Scouts 

 



 

 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. airs public service announcements that address community issues 

free of charge for various nonprofit organizations.   

 

 

PSA Title Length KWCH KBSD KBSH KBSL 

913 KS Humane Soc Spay/ Neu :30 72 21 25 26 

914 Pet Adoption :30 50 9 6 9 

915 Pet Adoption :30 70 22 24 23 

916 Special Olympics :60 18 7 3 2 

917 Special Olympics :30 18 8 5 3 

918 AHA Real Women :30 14 6 4 6 

919 Dog Doogity/ Bag It UP :30 13 7 4 11 

920 NAB We are Broadcasters :60 31 17 7 8 

921 NAB We are Broadcasters :30 47 26 20 27 

922 Autism Awareness :60   1  

923 Autism Awareness :30  1   

924 Project Road Block :30   1  

925 Project Road Block :10   1  

926 Project Road Block :15   1  

931 Best Friends Animal Society “I Believe” :60 49 53 50 49 

932 Best Friends Animal Society “I Believe” :30 28 26 26 26 

933 NAB with KWCH :30 6 14 3 9 

937 Safe Firearm Storage “The List” :30 6 14 10 11 

938 Wildfire Prevention “Smokey’s 70th B-Day :30 25 25 21 29 

940 ADA/Diabetes “A Toast” :60 11 31 18 23 

948 Adoption “Cookies” :30 14 36 22 28 

949 Nature Conservatory “Life” :60 1 10 17 15 

950 Making Home Affordable :60 8 37 22 26 

951 NAB “Ok2Talk” :60 11 17 9 15 

952 Recycling “Journey” :60 6 16 11 18 

953 Energy Efficiency “Next 30 Seconds” :30 4 30 28 29 

955 Friends of the Libraries :30 1 31 30 25 

957 Child Passenger Safety “Flashback” :60 2 12 9 24 

958 Boys Town :60 2 20 12 17 

959 Vet Affairs “These Hands” :60 2 20 12 11 

960 March of Dimes “Premies” :60 6 15 11 12 

962 Red Cross “1st Time Giving” :30 2 33 23 29 

963 Kansas American Legion :30  11 16 11 

964 Feeding America “Matt & Steve” :30  27 33 27 

965 Down Syndrome “My Great Story” :60  8 12 7 

977 The ARC “Hages” :60 2 8 10 7 

988 US Forest Service “Redwood” :30 2 23 27 31 
 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board  

Carole Kneeland Project – Trainer and Board of Directors 

Kansas Food Bank Board of Directors 

Goodwill Industries, Board of Directors, Vice Chair 

Wichita Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

Wichita Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors 

Rose Hill High School Tech Advisory committee - member 

Kansas Plains Advisory Board for the BBB 

Wichita State University, Elliott School Advisory Board 

Downtown Wichita Rotary, Member 

Advance Kansas, Butler County Community College, Participant 2014 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Operations 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Newton Chamber of Commerce Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Member AMS local chapter 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Middle School Sunday School teacher 

Volunteer food server Falcon Fellowship, Christ Lutheran Church 

Volunteer carpool driver for the blind/visually impaired 

Wichita Heights High School Booster Club concessions stand volunteer server/worker 

Love Wichita Volunteer and coordinator  

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Member Us Too Prostate Cancer Awareness Group 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 



 

 

 
 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Member 

Wichita Arts Council, Trustee and Chair, Marketing Committee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Usher 

Wichita Art Museum, Member 

City of Wichita Cultural Funding Committee, Vice Chairman 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Dominic Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259’s Digital Production Advisory Committee 

Kansas Hispanic Education and Development Foundation, Board of Directors 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Board Member 

American Red Cross, Board Member 

Advance Kansas Participant 2012 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Ballet Wichita – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

Higher Ground (Tiyospay, Inc.) – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

SER – Board of Directors 

Tallgrass Film Festival – Programmer/Screener 

Fraternal Order of  Oddfellows – Lodge Member 

Miracles, Inc., Wichita – Volunteer/Santa Claus 

Wichita Jazz Festival – Member/Supporter 

Friends University Jazz Festival – Volunteer/Supporter 

 

Marcus Wilkerson, Local Sales Manager 
Wichita Center for Arts, Member 

Positive Directions, Volunteer 

Run Wichita, Member 

GoRun Racing Team, Member 

Midwest Double Reed Society 

Friends Community Orchestra, Member 

 

Eddie Gilmer 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - Bowl for Kids Sake Participant 

 

Shelby Rawlings 

Executive Leadership Committee Member – American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women 

 

Stephanie Huff, Promotion Manager 

Friends of the Wichita Public Library, Board Member 

 

Shawn Hilferty, Director of Marketing and Digital Media 

Wichita State University Marketing Advisory Board 

 

Ross Janssen, Meteorologist 

National AMS Broadcast Board Chairman 

AMS/NWA Wichita Chapter Treasurer 



 

 

HOA President 

Volunteer at Kechi United Methodist Church 

 

Rodney Price, Meteorologist 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Parish Unity Pillar - Saint Thomas Aquinas Church  

Volunteer - Saint Thomas Aquinas School; Meals on Wheels; Gift bearers 

 

Lindsay Morgan, Sales Assistant 

St Catherine of Siena – church volunteer 

St Catherine of Siena – PTO & school volunteer 

Bishop Carroll Kids Club Wrestling - volunteer 

 

Robert Marin, Executive Producer 

Volunteer organist – Meridian Ave. Baptist Church, Wichita, KS 

Volunteer pianist – Lakepoint Nursing Home, Wichita, KS 

 

Jillian Blackburn, Max Relevance Project Manager 

Kansas K-9 ResQ, volunteer 

 

Sean Robinson 
Church of the Blessed Sacrament, Altar Server instructor, choir member 

Knights of Columbus, Pope John Paul the Great Council, Trustee and Past Grand Knight 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, Alumni Association member and volunteer 

 

Katie Hatfield 

HopeNet, member of Demi Do Cents  

 

Bailey Jacobs 

Central Community Church, Praise and Worship Team 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

January 2015 

5 Rotary  Meeting  200 Joan Barrett  

12 Rotary Meeting 200 Joan Barrett  

13 Miss Kansas Reception Meet & Mingle  50 Joan Barrett  

15 WSU Elizabeth King Function 30 Joan Barrett  

16 WSU Barton School of 

Business/Dean Search 

20 Joan Barrett 

17 WSU Barton School of 

Business/Dean Search 

20 Joan Barrett 

19 WSU Barton School of Business 100 Joan Barrett   

20  USD 259 Battle of the Books 60 Mark Larson 

20 USD 259 Battle of the Books 60 Katie Hatfield 

23 Presentation @ Best 

Western 

Contact Tim Witzman 100 Joan Barrett 

26 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

29 Linwood ES - Wichita Weather talk 80 Rodney Price 

29 Belle Plaine Elem. KS Day WX talks 360 Mark Larson 

30 Earhardt ELEM. USD 259 Environmental Bee 460 Mark Larson 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

February 2015 

2 Rotary  Meeting  200 Joan Barrett  

3 La’Ovarture Elem 259  2nd grade WX Talk 70 Mark Larson 

4 Wheatland ES - Andover Weather talk 89 Rodney Price 

5 Wichita Chamber  Chairman’s Lunch 200 Joan Barrett  

5 Wichita Chamber Meeting  50 Joan Barrett  

9 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

10 Goodwill Executive Meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

10 La’Ovarture Elem 259 Kindegarten WX Talk 70 Mark Larson 

10 USD 259 All City Orchestra 300 Katie Hatfield 

11 Kansas Food Bank BD. Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

13 Anderson Elem. 259 2nd grade WX Talk 120 Mark Larson 

18 Spaght Elm. 259 2nd Grade WX Talk 130 Mark Larson 

24 Erhardt Elem. 259 4th Grade WX Talk 70 Mark Larson 

26 Wichita Chamber Meeting  50 Joan Barrett 

27 Kansas Food Bank Strategic Planning 

Meeting 

25 Joan Barrett  

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

March 2015 

2 Wichita Chamber Social 25 Joan Barrett 

9 WSU President’s Council Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

10 Eisenhower El. Wellington 4th Grade WX Talk 90 Mark Larson 



 

 

11 Gammon Elem. 259  2nd Grade WX Talk 100 Mark Larson 

17 SE Wichita Neigh. Assoc. WX talk 40 Mark Larson 

18 BBB Meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

21 Run2Believe 5K 500 Scott Evans 

23 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

23 Metro University Denver Job Shadow 1 Mark Larson 

24 Independent School Kindergarten WX Talk 40 Mark Larson 

26 Wichita Chamber Meeting 50 Joan Barrett 

28 Great Bend Chamber Spring Expo. 2000 Mark Larson 

30 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

    

If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

 

01/04/15 Guests: Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) (1); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD) 

(2); Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the House of Representatives, former 2012 

Republican Presidential candidate (3); Mark Updegrove, Director, Lyndon Baines 

Johnson Library and Museum; author, “Indomitable Will: LBJ in the Presidency” (4); 

Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) (5); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (6); Susan Page, USA 

Today (6); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, “Washington Week” 

(6); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (6) 

 1) Topics include: today’s funeral for NYPD Officer Wenjian Liu, one of the police 

officers assassinated two weeks ago by Ismaaiyl Brinsley, who was apparently seeking 

revenge for the death of Eric Garner / currents relationship between the New York City 

Police Department and Mayor Bill de Blasio; Keystone Pipeline legislation 

 2) Topics include: national problem regarding the sometimes troubled relationship 

between the police and the community they serve, particularly African-American / call 

for Congressional hearings on the matter 

 3) Topics include: call for criminal justice reform / opinion that President Obama 

contributes to the problems between police and the community they serve through his use 

of divisive language; scandal involving Representative Steve Scalise (R-LA) and his 

2002 speech to a white supremacist group / support for Representative Scalise / belief 

that the Republican Party will do well in the upcoming 2016 presidential election 

 4) an interview with Mr. Updegrove about the movie “Selma” and the criticism from 

some historians, former staffers, civil rights leaders, and friends of President Lyndon B. 

Johnson for the way it portrays the former president and his approach to the Voting 

Rights Act 

 5) Topics include: Senator Coons’ recent trip to Liberia / praise for the work of the 101st 

Airborne and their progress in that country / improvements regarding the Ebola epidemic 

/ call for Congress to continue funding the fight against Ebola / the quarantine process 

 6) Topics include: recent announcement from the White House regarding their new 

strategy to work with the Republican majority Congress / Keystone Pipeline legislation / 

upcoming Senate confirmations for Loretta Lynch as the new Attorney General and 

Ashton Carter as the new Secretary of Defense; Congressional authorization to fight ISIS 

(ISIL) / current situation in Iraq and Syria; possible Republican response to President 

Obama’s announcement that the United States will establish a normal diplomatic 

relationship with Cuba; controversy regarding the movie “Selma” and its portrayal of 

President Johnson / current state of race relations in the U.S.; possible Republican and 

Democratic contenders for the 2016 presidential race 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

01/11/15 Guests: Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (1); Eric Holder, Attorney General 

(2); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (3); John Miller, Deputy Commissioner, Intelligence 

& Counterterrorism, New York Police Department (NYPD), former CBS News Senior 

Correspondent (3); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland 

Security Committee (4); Senator John Cornyn (R-TX), Assistant Majority Leader (5); 

Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (6); Farah Pandith, Adjunct Senior 

Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations (7); Bob Orr, CBS News Homeland Security 

Correspondent (7); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (7); Ruth Marcus, The 

Washington Post (8); Jim Vandehei, Politico (8); Peter Baker, The New York Times (8) 

 1) a report on the terror attacks by Muslim extremists this week in France: the January 7th 

terrorist attack against the French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo in Paris and the 

January 9th hostage situation at a kosher supermarket in Porte de Vincennes 

 2) Topics include: the terror attacks by Muslim extremists this week in France / what 

these recent attacks mean for the United States; potential charges against former CIA 

Director David Petraeus for sharing classified information with his mistress 

 3) Topics include: claim of responsibility by al-Qaeda in Yemen for the January 7th 

terrorist attack against the French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo / what these recent 

attacks mean for the United States / cuts in funding and resources for French intelligence 

and the French police / yesterday’s video threat issued by ISIL (ISIS), calling on its 

followers to attack targets in the West 

 4) Topics include: proposed cuts to the Homeland Security budget, particularly funding 

for the Transportation Security Agency (TSA) / concern over the growing number of 

Westerners who join radical Islam / call for Europe to strengthen and tighten its travel 

restrictions / what these recent attacks mean for the United States / threat posed by al-

Qaeda in Yemen / prediction of more and more small scale attacks 

 5) Topics include: proposed cuts to the Homeland Security budget, particularly funding 

for the Transportation Security Agency (TSA); opinion that the new Congress will be 

able to end the gridlock in Washington; the war on terror; President Obama’s 

commitment to veto the Keystone Pipeline legislation should it pass in the Senate; 

immigration reform 

 6) a report from Paris, France on the societal and religious motivators for men and 

women in the West to join radical Islam 

 7) Topics include: the societal and religious motivators for men and women in the West 

to join radical Islam / what can be done to help stop this trend / what these recent attacks 

mean for the United States / the war on terror / thoughts on how the Muslim community 

and the U.S. Congress should react to the most recent attacks 

 8) Topics include: what the recent attacks in France mean for the United States / debate 

over the responsibilities that accompany freedom of speech; possible Republican and 

Democratic contenders for the 2016 presidential race 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

01/18/15 Guests: David Cameron, Prime Minister, United Kingdom (1); Senator Marco Rubio (R-

FL), U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence; author, “American Dreams: 

Restoring Economic Opportunity for Everyone” (2); Dan Pfeiffer, White House Senior 

Advisor (3); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor; former Deputy 

Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News 

Congressional Correspondent (5); Mark Halperin, Bloomberg Politics (5); Michael 

Gerson, The Washington Post (5); Stephanie Cutter, Democratic Strategist (5) 

 1) Topics include: the January 7th terrorist attack against the French satirical newspaper 

Charlie Hebdo in Paris and the January 9th hostage situation at a kosher supermarket in 

Porte de Vincennes / what the recent attacks mean for the United Kingdom / Islamic 

extremism / the societal and religious motivators for men and women in the West to join 

radical Islam / reaction to Pope Francis’ recent comments regarding freedom of speech 

and its limits; relationship between the United Kingdom and the United States / Prime 

Minister Cameron’s relationship with President Obama 

 2) Topics include: what the recent terrorist attacks in France mean for the United States / 

opinion that the U.S. Government needs to do more to help prevent a future attack; 

Senator Rubio’s opinion that additional sanctions are needed against Iran; President 

Obama’s upcoming State of the Union address; Senator Rubio’s book, “American 

Dreams: Restoring Economic Opportunity for Everyone”; overriding issues in the next 

presidential election / recent poll results indicating who Democrats and Republicans 

would like to see run for president / possibility of Senator Rubio running for the 

Republican nomination  

 3) Topics include: President Obama’s upcoming State of the Union address, where he 

will announce his plan to raise three hundred and twenty billion dollars in new taxes on 

the wealthy / possible Republican opposition to the plan; call to reform surveillance laws; 

White House mistake of not sending a high-level representative to Paris for last week’s 

march in support of France 

 4) Topics include: changes in al Qaeda since 9/11 / rise in homegrown terrorism / what 

the recent terrorist attacks in France mean for the United States / balancing secrecy versus 

security with regards to granting intelligence agencies greater leeway to hack into social 

media and encrypted media / the societal and religious motivators for men and women in 

the West to join radical Islam 

 5) Topics include: recent poll results indicating who Democrats and Republicans would 

like to see run for president, focusing on possible contenders Mitt Romney, Jeb Bush, 

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, and Mike Huckabee for the Republicans, and for 

the Democrats: Hillary Clinton, Vice President Joe Biden, and Senator Elizabeth Warren; 

President Obama’s tax reform plan to raise three hundred and twenty billion dollars in 

new taxes on the wealthy; June 2015 decision from the Supreme Court on gay marriage 

and its possible impact on the candidates in the upcoming presidential election 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/25/15 Guests: Denis McDonough, White House Chief of Staff (1); Senator John McCain (R-

AZ), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (2); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-

CA), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Jarrett Bell, USA Today Sports (4); Michael 

Crowley, Politico (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Susan Page, USA Today (5); 

Dana Milbank, The Washington Post (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

(5) 

 1) Topics include: collapse of the pro-American government in Yemen / potential impact 

on America’s counterterrorism efforts in the region / al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula / 

criticism against the Obama administration for its lack of foresight and perceived 

resulting tendency to downplay events when they happen, such as the civil war in Syria 



 

 

and the September 11, 2012 attack in Benghazi; Speaker of the House John Boehner’s 

invitation to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to speak before a joint session of 

Congress  

 2) Topics include: opinion that President Obama and his administration “have lost touch 

with reality” regarding the situation in the Middle East, rise in homegrown terrorism, 

Iran’s domination in the region, and the situation between Ukraine and Russia; 

Representative Boehner’s invitation to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 

 3) Topics include: opinion that U.S. intelligence is “weak” with regards to potential 

situations in certain countries, exemplified by recent occurrences in Ukraine, Crimea, and 

Yemen / need for U.S. special operations to be on the ground, not just advisors / current 

situation in Afghanistan / call to readdress the situation in Syria 

 4) an interview with Mr. Bell on “Deflate-gate” -- whether or not the New England 

Patriots deliberately deflated eleven of the footballs they used against the Indianapolis 

Colts in the AFC Championship game earlier this month 

 5) Topics include: reasons why the Obama administration missed the signs indicating the 

collapse of the pro-American government in Yemen / criticism of the Obama 

administration for “leading from behind” on foreign policy issues / criticism of President 

Obama’s recent State of the Union address for how the situation in the Middle East was 

portrayed; potential impact the fall of the Yemeni government will have on America’s 

counterterrorism efforts in the region; Representative Boehner’s invitation to Israeli 

Prime Minister Netanyahu to speak before a joint session of Congress; possible 

Republican and Democratic contenders for the 2016 presidential race 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

01/04/15 “Ending America’s Longest War” – a report on the end of America’s combat 

involvement in the ongoing war in Afghanistan. The Afghan military has been trained 

and equipped by the U.S. to combat the likes of al Qaeda and the Taliban. However, 

Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani is unsure about the hard deadline set by President 

Obama to end the U.S. mission in December 2016. Includes interviews with: U.S. 

General John Campbell; Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai, Afghanistan President; and comments 

(through a translator) by Qari Abdullah, Taliban fighter. (C: Lara Logan – P: Max 

McClellan, Jeff Newton) 

 “Alive and Kickin’” – a report on the musical, "Alive: 55+ and Kickin'," conceived and 

written by Vy Higginsen, founder of the Mama Foundation for the Arts in Harlem, New 

York and her husband, Ken Wydro, creative director at the Mama Foundation and a 

playwright. The musical features a full company of performers ages 55 and over with 

most of them experiencing their first time on stage while sharing personal stories with the 

audience.  Higginsen has made it her mission to preserve African-American music, both 

gospel and popular music like soul and rhythm and blues (R&B). Includes excerpts from 

a performance of “Alive: 55+ and Kickin’”. Includes interviews with: Vy Higginsen; and 

performers Theo Harris and his wife, Phyllis Harris; Debbie Bingham; Renee Walker; 

Matthew Brown; and Matthew Burke. Also includes comments by Ken Wydro; Greg 

Kelly, pianist; and Roberta Ross, singer. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) 

DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

01/11/15 “Colorado Pot” – a report on Colorado’s progress after becoming the first state to 

legalize the recreational use of marijuana as of January 1, 2014. Dispensaries of the green 

drug are thriving, however most banks refuse to handle the profit due to federal 

regulations, causing marijuana businesses to be conducted almost entirely in cash.  

Nebraska and Oklahoma are suing to have the U.S. Supreme Court declare Colorado’s 

recreational pot market unconstitutional, claiming marijuana is crossing their borders. 

Includes interviews with: Meg Sanders, CEO of Mindful, a chain of four marijuana retail 

stores; Phillip Hague, Mindful’s master grower; John Jackson, Greenwood Village Police 

Chief; Andrew Freedman, Colorado’s Director of Marijuana Coordination; and Governor 

John Hickenlooper (D-CO) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman) 

 “Obamacare” – a report on the controversy surrounding certain aspects of the 

Affordable Care Act, or “Obamacare”, namely its failure to control costs involving 

hospital care and profits for prescription drug companies. Interviewed are: (1) Steven 

Brill, author of “America’s Bitter Pill”, who contends that although more Americans are 

obtaining health insurance, “Obamacare” neglects to drive down the cost of health care 

and leaves taxpayers left to cover the bill. (2) Stephanie and Sean Recchi, “Obamacare” 

participants who signed up for Medicaid in Ohio, their home state. Sean Recchi was 

treated for cancer at MD Anderson in Houston and is now facing a bill for eighty-four 

thousand dollars -- because Texas does not recognize their plan. (3) Jeffrey Romoff, 

CEO, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, who advocates the decision of his top-

ranked medical research center to have its own health insurance company. (C: Lesley 

Stahl – P: Richard Bonin) 

 “Up” – a report on The Heroes Project, founded by former Hells Angels biker Tim 

Medvetz. Its rigorous mountain climbing program challenges and helps wounded war 

veterans heal emotionally, as they fight to ascend some of the world’s tallest summits. 

The report focuses on Afghanistan war veteran Marine Corps Private First Class Isaac 

Blunt, and his journey to climb Mount Kosciuszko (Australia) with Medvetz, two years 

after losing his legs. Includes interviews with: Tim Medvetz, founder of The Heroes 

Project; PFC Isaac Blunt; and three other participants in The Heroes Project: Marine 

Corporal Kionte Storey; Staff Sergeant Mark Zambon; and Corporal Brad Ivanchan. (C: 

Lara Logan – P: Coleman Cowan, Max McClellan) 

 

01/18/15 PREEMPTED 

 

01/25/15 “The Republican Leaders” – an interview with Speaker of the House of Representatives  

John Boehner (R-OH) and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), recorded at 

the Capitol after President Obama’s State of the Union address on January 20th. Among 

the topics they discuss are: State of the Union address; taxes and income inequality; free 

college tuition; minimum wage increase; foreign policy; immigration reform; the Tea 

Party within the Republican Party; terrorist threats like ISIS (ISIL); and Iran’s nuclear 

program. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) 

“The Cleveland Division” – a report on the division between the police and the public in 

the city of Cleveland, Ohio. The Cleveland Police Department is under investigation by 

the Justice Department for widespread use of excessive force. Protesters echoed this 

notion after the recent killing of twelve-year-old Tamir Rice, who was shot and killed by 

a rookie Cleveland police officer. The city’s chief of police, Calvin Williams, is 

attempting to reform the department. Includes interview with: Cleveland Police Chief 

Calvin Williams; Cleveland officers Shane Bauhof and Eric Newton; Cassandra and Joell 

Anderson, the mother and brother of Tanisha Anderson, a mentally ill woman who died 

after the use of excessive force by police in an attempt to take her to a hospital. Also 

includes comments by Cleveland residents Brandon McCruel and John Eberhard Jr. (C: 

Bill Whitaker – P: Michael Radutzky, Guy Campanile, Andrew Bast)  

“Li Na” – an interview / profile of the most successful Asian tennis player to date, Li Na 

of China. Li Na won two Grand Slam singles titles at the 2011 French Open and 2014 



 

 

Australian Open, sparking a growth in the popularity of tennis in China and making her 

one of the most well-known athletes in the world. Revered by the youth of China for both 

her talent and her defiance of the unforgiving Chinese sports system, Li Na -- after 

multiple surgeries on her knees -- decided to retire at the age of thirty-two. Includes 

interviews with: Li Na (partly through translator); Jiang Shaan, aka Dennis, Li Na’s 

husband; and Zhang Bendou, Chinese tennis writer. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Andy Court, 

Aarthi Rajaraman, Sarah Fitzpatrick) 

 

48 HOURS 
 

01/03/15 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “Soul Survivor” - a report about Robin Doan, who as a 

young girl in 2005, played dead to live through the murders of her entire family as they 

slept in their beds. Before that night, the now 20-year-old Doan was a typical 10-year-old 

girl in a hardworking family of farmers in Pampa, Texas. They became the targets of an 

intruder who enjoyed killing just for the thrill of it. The immediate investigation yielded 

few clues. Doan, however, had a remarkable ability to recall the details of that traumatic 

night. Investigators would later learn that the gunman who killed Doan’s family had 

killed before, hundreds of miles away in Missouri. A day before the Pampa shootings, 

Orlie McCool and his daughter-in-law Dawn were killed and the family pickup stolen. 

Levi King was later found behind the wheel of the stolen vehicle in El Paso, Texas. He 

also told law enforcement that there were four more bodies in Texas. King told law 

enforcement officers that the feeling he got from killing the McCools was better than any 

drug he had ever done. This was the lead needed to solve the Pampa murders. Robin 

Doan was willing to help by testifying about the night her family was gunned down while 

they slept. King took a plea deal in Missouri -- to avoid execution he agreed to two 

consecutive life sentences without the possibility of parole. In Texas, he also took a guilty 

plea, but the DA refused to take the death penalty off the table. Robin testified at the trial. 

There was one holdout for the death penalty; King received a life sentence. He will serve 

his time in Missouri. Robin Doan is satisfied. On-screen text graphic: Robin has 

decided to leave Pampa. She plans to visit often. Interviewed: Robin Doan; Chad Brooks 

(former deputy sheriff); Gary Henderson (former Sheriff, Hemphill County); Lynn 

Switzer (former District Attorney); Lynn Hancock (Pastor, Briarwood Church); Jay 

Foster (Texas Ranger); Matthew McCool (McCool family member); Michael Hall 

(sheriff); Don Ruby (former deputy sheriff); Joe Marr Wilson (defense attorney); Denise 

Mackie (Robin’s friend) (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Ruth Chenetz) 

 

01/10/15 48 HOURS: “The Ultimatum” - a report on the investigation into the murder of 

Vanessa Mintz, who was gunned down at the family-owned Saluda Mountain Lodge, in 

Saluda, North Carolina on Saturday, February 19, 2011. Mintz, whose family had long-

standing ties to the area, had married early in life, divorced and raised two daughters, 

Jessica Freeman and Andrea Little Gray, as well as becoming a respected 

businesswoman, realtor and mentor to young girls. Police investigation at the lodge found 

a crucial piece of evidence only the killer could have left, but questions remained: did 

Mintz know her killer or was it a random robbery that went bad? The investigation took 

the case in another direction when police found out that her husband, Travis McGraw, 

was secretly dating Mary Beth Fisher. His cell phone records revealed he was sending 

intimate text messages to Fisher. Fisher claims McGraw had told her he wasn’t married, 

and the relationship, though intimate, was not sexual. Fisher found out the truth and gave 

him an ultimatum -- make up your mind by Sunday. Mintz was shot dead on Saturday. 

Travis McGraw willingly turned over his cache of guns to police. One of his guns 

matched the cartridge found at the scene and he was arrested for murder. Mintz’s 

daughters emerged as powerful advocates for their mother, and prosecutors, after 

consulting with them, offered a plea deal to McGraw: second-degree murder with a 

sentence of 16-20 years. He accepted, but at the last moment changed his mind about 

pleading guilty. Three years after the murder the trial began. McGraw was found guilty of 

first-degree murder. On-screen text graphic: Mary Beth Fisher and Vanessa’s daughter 



 

 

Andrea work at the same hospital. They occasionally cross each other’s paths. Andrea 

and Jessica are creating a local family justice center and a trauma intervention program in 

honor of their mother. Interviewed: Carl Mintz (father); Jessica Freeman and Andrea 

Little Gray (Mintz’s daughters); Willie McGraw (father of Travis McGraw); Marcia 

Blythe Cunningham (Mintz’s friend); Heather Waldbart (mentoring student); Steve 

Modlin (Chief Investigator); Alex Bass (Prosecutor); Mary Beth Fisher (McGraw’s 

girlfriend); Shane Greene (State Bureau of Investigation)  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Alec 

Sirken, Elena DiFiore, Michelle Feuer) 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/17/15 48 HOURS: “Death in the Parsonage” (8:00-9:00p) - an updated rebroadcast on the 

suicide of Joseph Musante; the eventual discovery of his wife, Cindy’s secret affair with 

A.B. Schirmer, the pastor of the Reeders United Methodist Church in Reeders, 

Pennsylvania; and the eventual investigation to determine if the deaths of the pastor’s 

previous wives were really accidental. Musante’s sister, Rose Cobb, knew something 

wasn’t right and pressed authorities to keep looking. Musante’s daughter, Samantha, told 

police that she had discovered the affair between her mother and Schirmer and had told 

her father. Further investigation revealed Musante’s death was truly a suicide. This led to 

questions regarding the death of the pastor’s second wife, Betty Schirmer, just three 

months earlier in an auto accident. Her death was determined to be suspicious and police 

suspected Schirmer. Questions then arose about the death of Schirmer’s first wife, Jewel. 

The cause of her death, from a fall, was initially classified as undetermined, but was now 

ruled a homicide. A.B. Schirmer was arrested and charged with the murder of his second 

wife, Betty. At trial, A.B. Schirmer was found guilty of murder. Cindy Musante 

continues to stand by him. Original on-screen text graphic: Schirmer is awaiting trial for 

the murder of his first wife, Jewel. Sam’s mother, Cindy told the court she believes “one 

hundred per cent” in Schirmer’s innocence.  Epilogue (for the 01/17/15 rebroadcast): a 

year and a half after his conviction for the murder of his second wife, Betty, A.B. 

Schirmer struck an unexpected deal with prosecutors. He pled no contest to the charge 

that he murdered his first wife, Jewel, saying he only took the plea to spare his family the 

trauma of going through another murder trial. Schirmer was sentenced to twenty to forty 

years in prison, the maximum allowed, on top of his life sentence. New on-screen 

comments by Jon Behney, (Jewel Schirmer’s brother), James Fully, Julie Campbell 

(Schirmer’s daughter), Tina Fultz (Betty Schirmer’s sister). On-screen text graphic for 

this 01/17/15 rebroadcast: A.B. Schirmer lost an appeal of his conviction for murdering 

his second wife. Sam’s mother Cindy told 48 HOURS she still believes “one hundred 

percent” in Schirmer’s innocence. Interviewed: Rose Cobb, Musante’s sister; Samantha, 

Musante’s daughter; Detectives Jim Wagner and Wendy Serfass; Julie Campbell and 

Amy Wolfgang, Schirmer’s daughters by his first wife Jewel; Betty Schirmer’s sisters 

Sandy Weikel and Tina Fultz; Good Samaritan Stan Dickerson; Dr. Wayne Ross, medical 

examiner; Schirmer’s attorney Brandon Reish; and Prosecutor Mike Mancuso.  (C: 

Richard Schlesinger - P: Sarah Prior, Chuck Stevenson) (OAD: 01/04/14) 

 

01/17/15 48 HOURS: “Murder in Pinyon Pines” (10:00-11:00p) - a report on the investigation 

into the triple murders and the long quest for justice for Vicki Friedli, her boyfriend Jon 

Hayward, and Vicki’s daughter Becky Friedli. In 2006, in Pinyon Pines, California, 

Friedli and her boyfriend where shot dead and their house set on fire. Outside the home, 

investigators found the charred remains of Becky Friedli, in a wheelbarrow. She was 

burned so badly, they could not determine how she died. Retired policeman Ron Friedli, 

Vicki’s ex-husband and Becky’s father, had a theory about what happened: Becky was 

deathly afraid of fire and he suspected she knew her killer. Police searched for clues but 

the case went cold. Years later, Luis Bolanos, a private investigator and a former 

colleague of Ron’s, asked if he could get involved; he said he could get the case back in 

the news. He did just that. Seven years after the murders, police arrested Becky’s ex-

boyfriend Robert Pape and his best friend Christian Smith and charged them with murder. 



 

 

Their families say they are innocent. But an unexpected courtroom twist turned the case 

upside down. The District Attorney said there was an “issue” in the grand jury 

proceedings against Pape, and dropped the charges against them both. However, it may 

not be completely over; the investigation continues. On-screen text graphic: A new DA 

was sworn in last week. He says he will review the case “with an open mind”. Christian 

Smith has been honorably discharged from the Army. Interviewed: Tanya Friedli, Drew 

Friedli, Ron Friedli (Becky’s sisters and father); Katie Hayward (Hayward’s daughter); 

Daniela Zermeno (Becky’s cousin); Luis Bolanos (private investigator); Kathleen Pape 

and Christy Pape (mother and sister of Robert Pape); John Conrad Smith (Smith’s 

father); Brandon Kugler-Harrison (friend of Pape and Smith); Richard Blumenfeld (Pape 

attorney); Eduardo Roy (attorney for Becky’s friend Javier Garcia Junior) (C: Troy 

Roberts - P: Lourdes Aguiar, Peter Shaw) 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

01/24/15 48 HOURS: “Kiss of Death and the Google Exec” - an investigation into the 2013 

drug-related death of Google executive Forrest Hayes and an investigation of Alix 

Tichelman, the woman charged with killing him, whose ex-boyfriend also died of a  

lethal overdose. Hayes, a successful, wealthy, married Santa Cruz, California technology 

genius was found dead from a heroin overdose aboard his 46-foot yacht. The yacht had 

been outfitted with a sophisticated security system, which eventually led investigators to 

Alix Tichelman, a young woman with whom he had a secret liaison aboard the yacht. 

Hayes and Tichelman met on an online dating service known for connecting wealthy men 

with women looking to be spoiled. The video footage recorded Tichelman injecting 

Hayes, cleaning up the scene and stepping over him to leave. At issue is whether 

Tichelman knew Hayes was in distress when she left, as police maintain, or if his death 

was accidental, as public defenders representing Tichelman claim. Tichelman led a 

troubled life which included eating disorders, drugs, and specialized schools. 

Investigators learned that just months before Hayes’ death, Tichelman’s then-boyfriend, 

Dean Riopelle, an Atlanta night club owner, also died from a heroin overdose. After an 

elaborate sting, Tichelman was arrested for the death of Forrest Hayes. Riopelle’s death, 

originally classified as accidental, is being given a second look by Georgia authorities. 

On-screen text graphic: Alix Tichelman pleaded not guilty to manslaughter in the death 

of Forrest Hayes, and pleaded not guilty to prostitution and drug charges. Tichelman’s 

next court appearance is on February 23, 2015. If convicted of manslaughter, Tichelman 

could face a maximum of fifteen years in prison. Interviewed: Stephen Baxter (Santa 

Cruz Sentinel/48 HOURS Consultant); Michael Daly (Daily Beast investigative 

reporter/48 HOURS Consultant); Steve Clark (Santa Cruz Deputy Police Chief); Brandon 

Wade (“Seeking Arrangement” dating website owner); Chad Cornell (Tichelman’s 

boyfriend); Ashley Kent (dorm mate at the Hyde School); Khristina Brocker (Dean 

Riopelle’s former assistant); Jerry Christense and Larry Biggam (Tichelman’s public 

defenders); Alex (no last name/schoolmate); Todd (no last name/friend of Riopelle’s) (C: 

Maureen Maher - P: Allen Alter, Patti Aronofsky, Elena DiFiore) 

 

01/31/15 48 HOURS: “The Millionaire, The Model & The Hit-Man” - an investigation into the 

relationship between Dino Guglielmelli, a millionaire health supplement distributor/ 

wannabe rock star, his model wife, Monica Olsen, his business partner/presumed hitman 

Richard Fuhrmann, and the $80,000 “hit” Guglielmelli ordered on his wife. In 2008, 

Olsen, a model-turned-housewife, wanted to re-start her career, Guglielmelli was not 

happy. He became very controlling, dating other women and eventually filing for 

divorce. He tried various schemes to discredit his wife. In 2012, when he couldn’t get his 

way in the divorce, he confided his problems to business associate/friend Richard 

Fuhrmann, asking him to “take care” of his wife; Fuhrmann told Guglielmelli that he 

would take the job. Instead of murdering Olsen, he went to the authorities in Los 

Angeles, California, and agreed to wear a wire.  In October 2013, Fuhrmann got 

Guglielmelli to repeat that he would pay $80,000 to have Olsen killed.  To the authorities, 



 

 

it was a clear-cut case of murder for hire; Guglielmelli was arrested. Guglielmelli, in a 

telephone interview from jail, claims he is the victim; he was conned by Richard 

Fuhrmann. Authorities agree that Fuhrmann is a con man, but the conspiracy to kill Olsen 

was very real. In a surprise move, they offered Guglielmelli a plea deal: plead guilty to 

attempted murder in the second degree and serve only nine years in jail. He accepted. In a 

telephone interview from prison, Guglielmelli discusses his decision. Olsen is proceeding 

with the divorce and worries about the future. Fuhrmann fears what will happen when 

Guglielmelli is released from prison. On-screen text graphic: Because Dino took a plea 

deal he cannot appeal his conviction. Interviewed: Dino Guglielmelli; Monica Olsen; 

Rick Fuhrmann; Emilio Guglielmelli (brother), Gino Guglielmelli (brother); Letitia 

Devine (Dino’s ex-wife); Olya Banar (Monica’s friend); Emily Cole (Deputy District 

Attorney) (C: Troy Roberts - P: Judy Rybak, Greg Fisher) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCAST 
 

01/20/15 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: STATE OF THE UNION 2015 - live coverage of 

President Obama’s State of the Union Address to a joint session of Congress.  Includes: 

(1) President Obama’s Address. Preceded and followed by Correspondents’ commentary. 

(2) Republican Response: Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA). Followed by Correspondents’ 

commentary. Correspondents: Scott Pelley (anchor, Washington, D.C. studio); Bob 

Schieffer (D.C. studio); Major Garrett (White House); Nancy Cordes (at the Capitol); 

John Dickerson (in Iowa) 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

02/01/15 Guests: Holly Williams, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); Nasser Judeh, Foreign 

Minister, Jordan (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed Services 

Committee (3); James Baker, former Secretary of State, George H. W. Bush 

administration (4); Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL), Assistant Democratic Leader (5); 

James Brown, Host, CBS Sports, NFL Today (6); Dr. Tom Frieden, Director, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (7); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

(8); Philip Musser, Republican Strategist (8); Peggy Noonan, CBS News Contributor, 

The Wall Street Journal (8); Stephanie Cutter, Democratic Strategist (8); Mark 

Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (8); Joseph Califano, former aide, Lyndon 

Johnson administration, author, “The Triumph & Tragedy of Lyndon Johnson: The White 

House Years” 

Correspondent: Bob Schieffer, CBS News Chief Washington Correspondent, 

moderator, FACE THE NATION (9) 

  Guest Moderator: Norah O’Donnell, Co-Host, CBS THIS MORNING 

 1) a report from Kirkuk, Iraq on the video released by ISIS (ISIL) which depicts the 

beheading of Japanese journalist Kenji Goto; last week’s retreat by ISIS (ISIL) from the 

Syrian city of Kobani; and Friday’s surprise offensive by ISIS (ISIL) in Kirkuk, who 

were later beaten back  

 2) a brief excerpt of a telephone interview with Minister Judeh on questions surrounding 

the fate of the Jordanian pilot held hostage by ISIS (ISIL) 

 3) Topics include: criticism of President Obama’s strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL) / call for 

“boots on the ground” in Iraq and Syria / large number of foreign fighters in Syria and 

Iraq who have Western passports; possibility of Senator Graham running for president / 

assertion from Senator Graham that he is “in the mainstream of conservatism” 

 4) Topics include: thoughts on Jeb Bush as a Republican candidate for president / opinion 

that Jeb Bush could beat Hillary Clinton, should she run for president and become the 

Democratic nominee; opinion of no “American boots on the ground” in the fight against 

ISIS (ISIL) / call for the armed forces of Turkey to play a significant role in defeating 

ISIS (ISIL); belief that Speaker of the House John Boehner’s invitation to Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to speak before a joint session of Congress is a significant 



 

 

breach of protocol by Representative Boehner, and one that could ultimately damage 

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s chances of reelection; role of Saudi Arabia in the Middle 

East 

 5) Topics include: criticism of Speaker of the House Boehner’s invitation to Israeli Prime 

Minister Netanyahu to speak before a joint session of Congress; support for President 

Obama’s strategy against ISIS (ISIL) / disagreement with Senator Graham’s call for 

“boots on the ground” / House Republicans’ refusal to properly fund the Department of 

Homeland Security; support for Hillary Clinton as Democratic candidate for president 

 6) Topics include: tonight’s Super Bowl between the Seattle Seahawks and the New 

England Patriots; issues facing the National Football League (NFL), such as the 

dominating topic of “Deflate-gate” -- whether or not the New England Patriots 

deliberately deflated footballs they used against the Indianapolis Colts in the AFC 

Championship game in January – and the more important topic of domestic violence, as 

well as the need for the NFL to rework its attitude and policies towards the issue 

 7) an interview with Dr. Frieden on the measles outbreak in the United States, the 

growing number of parents who have decided not to vaccinate their children, and the 

risks associated with that decision 

 8) Topics include: recent poll results out of Iowa on the various possible Republican 

candidates / Mitt Romney’s decision to not run for president / speculation that Hillary 

Clinton will make an early announcement regarding her intention to run for president / 

recent poll results out of Iowa indicating that Mrs. Clinton has a forty percent lead over 

any possible Democratic challenger / expectation that income gap and wealth inequality 

will be a hot issue during the upcoming presidential election; Mr. Leibovich’s profile of 

Tom Brady, quarterback for the New England Patriots, in The New York Times 

Magazine 

 9) Bob Schieffer’s interview with Mr. Califano about former President Lyndon Johnson – 

his legislative accomplishments, examples of his methods and toughness in dealing with 

those who opposed him; Mr. Califano’s criticism of the historical inaccuracies in the 

movie “Selma”; and what changed President Johnson’s view on civil rights 

 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

02/08/15 Guests: Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); Mohammed al-

Momani, Minister of Media Affairs, Jordan (2); Holly Williams, CBS News Foreign 

Correspondent (3); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland 

Security Committee (4); Thomas Donilon, former National Security Advisor, Obama 

administration, Council on Foreign Relations (5); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior 

Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (5); Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (6); Dr. 

Jon LaPook, CBS News Chief Medical Correspondent (6); David Sanger, The New York 

Times (7); Nancy Youssef, The Daily Beast (7); John Harris, Politico (7); Ruth Marcus, 

The Washington Post (7) 

 1) a report from Amman, Jordan on the airstrikes carried out by the Jordanian military 

against suspected ISIS (ISIL) targets in Iraq and Syria 

 2) Topics include: effect of the airstrikes carried out by the Jordanian military / unknown 

fate of the ISIS (ISIL) hostage and American aid worker Kayla Mueller / possibility of 

“boots on the ground” in the fight against ISIS (ISIL) / impact of the pilot’s murder by 

ISIS (ISIL) on the Jordanian people 

  3) a report from Dohuk, Iraq on the efforts to defeat ISIS (ISIL) in Iraq and Syria 

 4) Topics include: opinion that the Obama administration does not take the threat posed 

by ISIS (ISIL) seriously enough / large number of fighters for ISIS (ISIL) with Western 

passports and the possible threat to Americans at home and abroad / belief that ISIS 

(ISIL) is more dangerous than al Qaeda 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Donilon’s reaction to the criticism that the Obama administration 

does not take the threat posed by ISIS (ISIL) seriously enough / importance of 

perspective when reacting to the challenges and threats posed by terrorist organizations to 

the United States / update on the fight against ISIS (ISIL) / agreement to the need to have 

“some kind of force on the ground” in the fight against ISIS (ISIL); division between 

Germany and the United States on how to handle the crisis between Ukraine and Russia / 

pressure of sanctions on the Russian middle class 

 6) an interview with Doctors Fauci and LaPook on the measles outbreak in the United 

States, the growing number of parents who have decided not to vaccinate their children, 

the risks associated with that decision, and the U.S. government’s role in educating the 

public 

 7) Topics include: claims that ISIS (ISIL) is recruiting jihadists at nearly the same rate 

they are being killed / impact of the pilot’s murder by ISIS (ISIL) on the Jordanian people 

/ reaction to the criticism that the Obama administration does not take the threat posed by 

ISIS (ISIL) seriously enough / how President Obama and American leadership is viewed 

in the Middle East / U.S. strategy in Syria; the governments of Germany and France 

versus the United States on how to handle the crisis between Ukraine and Russia 

 

02/15/15 Guests: Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); Denis McDonough, 

White House Chief of Staff (2); Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Chairman, Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee (3); Representative John Lewis (D-GA) (4); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund (5); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (5); 

Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Peter Baker, The New York Times (5); Kimberley 

Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (5) 

  1) a report from London on Saturday’s terror attack in Copenhagen, Denmark 

 2) Topics include: reaction to yesterday’s shooting rampage in Copenhagen; cease-fire in 

Ukraine; President Obama’s resolution to Congress asking for the capability to fight ISIS 

(ISIL) / reaction to the criticism that the Obama administration does not take the threat 

posed by ISIS (ISIL) seriously enough; recent report in the Daily Beast, claiming that the 

British government gave information to the American government on the whereabouts of 

American prisoners in Syria; Congress’ refusal to properly fund the Department of 

Homeland Security 



 

 

 3) Topics include: skepticism amongst some members of Congress regarding President 

Obama’s commitment to fighting ISIS (ISIL) / President Obama’s resolution to Congress 

asking for the capability to fight ISIS (ISIL); need to properly fund the Department of 

Homeland Security 

 4) Topics include: reflections from Representative Lewis on the Selma marches / 

reception Representative Lewis received when he returned for the first time in fifty years 

to Selma’s courthouse / current state of race relations in the U.S., in light of the recent 

events in Ferguson, MO and Staten Island, NY / positive reaction to the recent speech by 

FBI Director James Comey on the disconnect between law enforcement and minority 

communities 

 5) Topics include: fiftieth anniversary of the Selma marches / current state of race 

relations in the U.S., in light of the recent events in Ferguson, MO and Staten Island, NY 

/ recent speech by FBI Director Comey on the disconnect between law enforcement and 

minority communities; killing of three Muslim students in Chapel Hill, NC; same-sex 

marriage ban in Alabama / Supreme Court’s role in the issue of same-sex marriage; 

President Obama’s resolution to Congress asking for the capability to fight ISIS (ISIL) 



 

 

FACE THE NATION Continued) 

 

02/22/15 Guests: Jeh Johnson, United States Secretary of Homeland Security (1); Senator John 

McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (2); Governor Greg 

Abbott (R-TX) (3); Michele Flournoy, Center for a New American Security (4); Farah 

Pandith, Adjunct Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations (4); Danielle Pletka, 

American Enterprise Institute (4); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (4); David 

Axelrod, former Senior Advisor, President Barack Obama, author, “Believer: My Forty 

Years in Politics” (5) 

 1) Topics include: recently released video from al-Shabaab, an al Qaeda affiliate, 

encouraging attacks American shopping malls / concern over the growing number of 

Westerners who join radical Islam, who might one day return to the United States to carry 

out an attack / President Obama’s recent terrorism summit; reaction to comments made 

by former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani that President Obama does not love 

America; impact of a possible shut down of the Department of Homeland Security by 

Congress’ refusal to properly fund the department due to President Obama’s immigration 

policies 

 2) Topics include: possible shut down of the Department of Homeland Security / 

opposition to President Obama’s immigration policies / President Obama’s recent 

terrorism summit / opinion that there is a disconnect between the White House and the 

rest of the government regarding terrorism; current situation in Ukraine / expression of 

shame from Senator McCain against the United States, President Obama, and himself for 

the handling of the Ukraine crisis 

 3) Topics include: Governor Abbott’s lawsuit, filed when he was Attorney General of 

Texas, which resulted in a hold being placed on the Obama administration’s executive 

actions intended to shield illegal immigrants from deportation / belief that the case will 

go to the Supreme Court / Congress’ bill intending to shut down the Department of 

Homeland Security / need for the federal government to secure the border between the 

United States and Mexico; a Texas connection for a number of the possible Republican 

candidates for president 

 4) Topics include: President Obama’s recent terrorism summit / how the war against 

violent extremism can be won / Obama administration’s strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL) / 

level of disconnect between the White House and other government agencies regarding 

terrorism / rumors of a possible slowdown of the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan / 

U.S. policy in the Middle East / hopes for a stronger Muslim-led coalition against 

terrorism 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Axelrod’s book, “Believer: My Forty Years in Politics”, which 

offers insight into the Obama presidency; the high possibility that Hillary Clinton will be 

the Democratic nominee / Mr. Axelrod’s initial reluctance to having Ms. Clinton join the 

Obama administration 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

02/01/15 PREEMPTED FOR 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “The Many Sounds of Music” 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

02/08/15 “DARPA Dan” - a report on the U.S. military’s Defense Advanced Research Projects 

Agency (DARPA) and their efforts to maintain America’s military technological 

superiority, with the highest effort on securing the Internet, which they are credited with 

helping to create. Dan Kaufman, former video game developer and “Medal of Honor” 

series creator, heads its software unit and discussed: cyber warfare program Plan X; dark 

web navigator Memex and how it helps to combat terrorists like ISIS (ISIL); and the 

hacking vulnerability of devices (phones, cars, etc.) that are connected to the Internet of 

Things (IoT), with DARPA’s research focused on inventing unhackable code for military 

drones. Includes interviews with: Dan Kaufman, Director of the Information Innovation 

Office for DARPA; Christopher White, DARPA Program Manager/inventor of Memex; 

and Cyrus Vance Jr., Manhattan District Attorney. Also includes comments by: Kathleen 

Fisher, DARPA Project Manager; and DARPA researchers Carl and Patrick (last names 

not given). (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On) 

 “The Swiss Leaks” – an investigation conducted by 60 MINUTES and the International 

Consortium of Investigative Journalists into the biggest leak in Swiss banking history. 

Herve Falciani, a former HSBC computer security specialist in Switzerland, stole -- with 

questionable motives -- computer files with over one hundred thousand names tied to 

Swiss bank accounts in 2007 and gave it to the French government. The list is being used 

to go after tax cheats, arms dealers, and drug smugglers around the world. HSBC 

declined to respond on camera about the files, but acknowledged the bank had been used 

to evade taxes in the past and says it will no longer engage in those activities with future 

clients. Falciani is now a fugitive living in France because Swiss authorities charged him 

with industrial espionage. Includes interviews with: Jack Blum, former U.S. Senate staff 

investigator; Herve Falciani, former HSBC computer security specialist; Christian Eckert 

(through translator), France’s Secretary of State for the Budget; and Serge Michel, editor 

of French newspaper Le Monde.  (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ira Rosen, Habiba Nosheen) 

 “Selma” – a report on the movie, “Selma” with a focus on its director, Ava DuVernay, 

and her film celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil rights movement. The 

movie was filmed in Selma, Alabama where actors reenacted the 1965 “Bloody Sunday” 

march for African-American voting rights over the Edmund Pettus Bridge. DuVernay 

also addresses concerns that her film’s portrayal of President Lyndon B. Johnson was 

inaccurate. Includes excerpts from: the movie “Selma”; Oscar-nominated song, ‘Glory’ 

performed by John Legend and Lonnie Rashid Lynn, Jr. (Common); and from CBS News 

correspondent Bill Stout, who reported on Selma in 1965.  Includes interviews with: Ava 

DuVernay, filmmaker; Darlene Maye, Ava’s mother; Zenobia Whiting, Ava’s aunt; and 

Murray Maye, Ava’s father. (C: Bob Simon – P: David Browning) 

 Update: “House of Cards” (OAD: 01/27/08) 

 



 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

02/15/15 Announcement: 60 MINUTES Correspondent Bob Simon died in a car accident in New 

York City on February 11, 2015. (C: Scott Pelley) 

 “ZMapp” – a report on the development of ZMapp, a promising drug to combat Ebola, 

which has killed nine thousand in West Africa. There are no approved vaccines or drugs 

available to fight the disease and although researchers believe ZMapp is the cure, 

randomized trials have not yet been conducted to confirm this. It takes six weeks to 

produce enough ZMapp to cure only dozens. The process consists of dousing the main 

ingredient, tobacco plants, with three different antibodies and giving the plants time to 

harvest and duplicate antibodies repeatedly. Includes interviews with: Dr. Gary Kobinger, 

virologist, researching cure for Ebola; Dr. Kent Brantly, medical missionary and first 

American with Ebola; Hugh Haydon, President of Kentucky Bioprocessing; Larry Zeitlin 

and Kevin Whaley, founders of Mapp Biopharmaceutical; Dr. Robin Robinson, Director 

of Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA); and Dr. 

Robert Kadlec, biodefense expert.  (C: Bob Simon – P: Tanya Simon) (Scott Pelley reads 

introduction into the segment)  

 “A New Kind of Terrorist” – a report on the three men who carried out deadly terrorist 

attacks in Paris, France at  the office of satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo and a kosher 

grocery store in early January 2015: brothers Cherif and Said Kouachi and Amedy 

Coulibaly. This new type of terrorism is described as a hybrid between jihad and petty 

criminals. The Kouachi brothers grew up in Epinay, a poor French suburb, which is 

feared to have become a recruiting ground for radical Islamists seeking foot soldiers. 

Cherif and Amedy met while they were incarcerated for non-terrorist crimes at the 

Fleury-Merogis Prison, and came under the influence of al Qaeda operative Djamel 

Beghal. Although the Kouachi brothers declared allegiance to al Qaeda and Coulibaly to 

ISIS (ISIL), it is believed to be more of a psychiatric problem with the men, than terrorist 

notions. Includes interviews with: Xavier Raufer, criminologist; Vincent Ollivier, Cherif 

Kouachi’s lawyer in 2005; Alain Chouet, former head of security intelligence at DGSE 

(France’s CIA) (C: Clarissa Ward – P: Randall Joyce) 

 “Bradley Cooper” – an interview / profile of actor Bradley Cooper, who recently 

received his third Oscar nomination in as many years for his performance as the late 

Navy SEAL Chris Kyle in the movie, “American Sniper”. Cooper is currently starring on 

Broadway, playing deformed British man John Merrick in “The Elephant Man”.  Also 

includes comments by: Gloria Campano, Cooper’s mother; and Clint Eastwood, director 

of “American Sniper”. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Michael Karzis) 

 

02/22/15 PREEMPTED FOR 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Remembering Bob Simon” 

 



 

 

48 HOURS 
 

02/07/15 48 HOURS: “Gone” - a report about Mark Castellano, a  man who claimed to be so 

desperate to find Michelle Warner, the mother of his three-year-old son, that he agreed to 

talk to Dr. Phil McGraw on McGraw’s daytime talk show regarding her 2012 

disappearance. Within forty-eight hours, Castellano then told police a much different 

version of events. Warner had been living in Houston, Texas with Castellano, her on-

again/off-again boyfriend. Castellano claimed Warner stormed out of the house after a 

fight and vanished without a trace, leaving her child behind. Warner’s family did not 

believe it and filed a missing persons report. Houston homicide detectives later received 

the case. Castellano agreed to appear on “The Dr. Phil Show”. Dr. Phil interviewed 

Castellano at his parents’ home in West Texas; he wasn’t buying Castellano’s version of 

events and had serious doubts about his story. The police investigation continued, but 

there were few if any clues. Two days after the interview with Dr. Phil, Castellano 

voluntarily went in for an interview with the police. During the interrogation, Castellano 

finally cracked and admitted that he had killed Warner, put her body in his car, and 

buried it in a shallow grave outside of Midland, Texas. Local police and the FBI tried to 

locate her body but were unsuccessful. Eventually, using Apple’s Face Time app and an 

iPhone, and with help from Castellano, police were able to scan the area and locate 

Warner’s body. Castellano was arrested and charged with murder. Eight days later, “The 

Dr. Phil Show” aired its episode about the case. Also includes: Tracy Smith’s interview 

with Mark Castellano in which he reveals deep-seated anger and resentment towards 

women and claims it was all an accident. At his trial, attorneys presented a new version 

of what he now says is the truth. After more than a week of testimony, Castellano was 

found guilty in the strangling death of Michelle Warner. On-screen text graphic: Mark 

Castellano will be eligible for parole in thirteen and a half years. He will be fifty-three 

years old. Interviewed: Mark Castellano; Dr. Phil McGraw (television personality / 

psychologist); Donna Malone (Michelle Warner’s mother); David Chaffin (Michelle 

Warner’s brother); Fil Waters (Houston homicide detective); Sergeant Brian Harris 

(Houston homicide detective). (C: Tracy Smith - P: Chuck Stevenson) 

 

02/14/15 48 HOURS: “Dangerous Games - a report on the events that led to the 2012 death of 

Lizzi Marriott, a 19-year-old New Hampshire woman lured into the dark world of BDSM 

(bondage, discipline, and sadomasochism) and who twice refused to take part in bondage 

and S&M sex with her co-worker Kat McDonough and her boyfriend Seth Mazzaglia. 

Marriott accepted an invitation from McDonough to hang out with her and her boyfriend 

and watch a movie – and she never returned home. Mazzaglia used McDonough to bring 

other women into their relationship for his pleasure -- and that, for him, involved ropes 

and bondage gear, a fantasy brought into the mainstream by the book series and current 

motion picture, “Fifty Shades of Grey”. Police investigation led to Mazzaglia and 

McDonough. During interrogation, Mazzaglia said Marriott died accidentally during a 

BDSM encounter. McDonough told police Marriott was never there, but later, in a plea 

deal, changed her story. She said Mazzaglia killed Marriott when, after playing strip 

poker, she twice turned down his requests to initiate sex. After Marriott’s death, they 

disposed of her body in the ocean. At Mazzaglia’s 2014 trial, McDonough’s testimony 

was critical. Ultimately, Mazzaglia was found guilty of first degree murder and sentenced 

to life without parole. On-screen text graphic: Lizzi’s family has set up a scholarship in 

her memory, The Lizzi Marriott Intrepid Ocean Explorer Fund. Kat McDonough will be 

released from prison in July, 2016. Interviewed: Bob and Melissa Marriott (parents); 

Becki and Tony Hanna (Marriott’s aunt and uncle); Nate McNeal (Marriott’s friend); 

Catherine (no last name given, ex-girlfriend of Mazzaglia); Rod Doherty (former Foster 

Daily Democrat Executive Editor); Richard DiMario (McDonough friend); Andrew 

Cotrupi (McDonough attorney). (C: Troy Roberts - P: Sarah Prior, Sara Ely Hulse) 

 



 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

02/21/15 48 HOURS: “Fall From Grace” - an investigation into the October 2012 death of 

Bethany Deaton -- whether her death was a suicide, the fundamentalist Christian religious 

group to which she belonged, her marriage to the group’s leader, and the quest by her 

family for answers. Bethany Deaton was a young wife and nurse, whose lifeless body 

was found in the backseat of a minivan, in Grandview, Missouri -- a plastic bag over her 

head, a suicide note, and an empty pill bottle nearby. Deaton’s mother believed it was not 

a suicide and that someone else had a hand in her daughter’s death; possibly someone 

involved in the fundamentalist Christian religious group to which she belonged, and 

which some people likened to a cult. While in college, and devoted to religion, Bethany 

was drawn to Tyler Deaton, the leader of the group called “The Community”, which was 

associated with the International House of Prayer (IHOP). Deaton told members what to 

wear, when to eat and even controlled their romantic relationships. One member says the 

group had become a full-blown cult. Bethany eventually married Tyler, but the marriage 

wasn’t perfect. There were questions about Tyler’s own sexuality; Bethany fell into a 

deep depression. Police did not believe Bethany killed herself. After the Medical 

Examiner ruled it a suicide, Micah Moore, another member of “The Community”, told 

police that he had killed Bethany, and was subsequently charged with murder. The case 

was upended when he recanted his confession. Investigators were unable to substantiate 

his confession and just weeks before the trial was to begin, charges were dropped against 

Micah. Questions remained. Was Micah manipulated? Did Tyler have something to do 

with it? Tyler is ready to admit he played a role in her death, but to what end? Did 

Bethany really commit suicide, or was it murder, as her mother believes? On-screen text 

graphic: Tyler has filed a claim to Bethany’s forty thousand dollar life insurance policy. 

He plans to pay back the Leidleins for the wedding. Interviewed: Carol Leidlein 

(Bethany’s mother); Tyler Deaton (her husband); Boze Herrington (friend of Tyler and 

Bethany); Teryn O’Brien (lifelong friend of Bethany’s); Penny Cole and Ben Kenney 

(Jackson County Sheriff’s Detectives); Melanie Morgan (Micah Moore’s attorney); Eric 

Leidlein (Bethany’s father). (C: Troy Roberts - P: Chris O’Connell, Lindsey Gutterman, 

Dena Goldstein) 

 

02/28/15 48 HOURS: “End of the Trail” (9:00-10:00p) - a report on the investigation into the 

2008 murder of educator/artist Carol Kennedy, who was brutally beaten in her home 

outside Prescott, Arizona. Kennedy’s ex-husband, stockbroker Steven DeMocker, 

became the chief suspect. Police investigation revealed a man who was a serial 

philanderer, who was struggling with a heavy financial burden, and had a toxic 

relationship with his ex-wife. Police arrested DeMocker saying they had a strong 

circumstantial case, but legal maneuvers, court delays and the death of a judge would 

prolong the case for five years. DeMocker’s girlfriend, Renee Girard, then revealed 

critical information about DeMocker’s activities after Kennedy’s death: he lived in fear 

of being arrested for a crime and revealed information about an insurance policy. His 

large family, including his two daughters Charlotte and Katherine, believe he is innocent. 

Prosecutors believe he killed Kennedy to avoid paying alimony and to gain access to an 

estimated $750,000 life insurance payout. After five years, and nearly $2 million in 

taxpayer money, the trial commences. Steven DeMocker is found guilty of first-degree 

murder; he is sentenced to life in prison without parole. On-screen text graphic: Charlotte 

graduated from college this month with a degree in finance. Katherine will finish law 

school next year. She hopes to pursue a career as a federal prosecutor. On-screen text 

graphic for the 02/28/15 rebroadcast: Charlotte graduated from college in 2014 with a 

degree in finance. Katherine will finish law school this year. Interviewed: Steven 

DeMocker; Jan Wheeler, Barb Willis, Betsy Petit (friends of Carol Kennedy); Michael, 

Mary and Sharon DeMocker (brother and sisters of Steven DeMocker); Rich Robertson 

(defense team investigator); Larry Hammon (defense attorney); Renee Girard 

(DeMocker’s girlfriend); Joseph Moura (private investigator/48 HOURS consultant); Jim 

Knapp (friend of DeMocker); Julie Corwin (ex-girlfriend of Knapp); Craig Williams 



 

 

(new defense attorney); Tricia Greer and Kathy Reay (jury members)  (C: Maureen 

Maher - P: Sara Ely Hulse, Clare Friedland, Asena Basak) (OAD: 05/26/14) 

 



 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

02/28/15 48 HOURS: "Blaming Melissa" (10:00-11:00p) - an investigation into the 2009 case of 

Melissa Calusinski, a young woman who claims she did not murder 16-month-old Ben 

Kingan while working at a day care center in Lake County, Illinois, despite having 

confessed to the crime. Also examined are police interrogations, what happens after a 

confession, and what can happen when a key player in the investigation admits he made a 

life-altering mistake. Two days after Ben Kingan’s death, Calusinski was brought in for 

questioning; police told her Ben died from a blunt-force trauma to the head and that she 

was the last adult to have seen him alive. She was interrogated for nine hours, never 

asked for a lawyer, and eventually confessed to dropping the child in a way that may 

have led to a head injury. She was convicted of murder, largely on the fact that she had 

confessed and that the Medical Examiner’s report said that the child suffered from fresh 

injuries to his head. Her family persuaded a newly-elected coroner, Dr. Thomas Rudd, to 

re-examine the evidence. His findings revealed an older head injury -- a significant 

discovery. Eventually, state pathologist Dr. Eupil Choi, admitted to missing the old injury 

in his report. With this information, attorney Kathleen Zellner, who specializes in cases 

pertaining to false confessions, says that Melissa Calusinski did not receive a fair trial. 

Advocates say that, under extreme conditions, 60% of people confess to crimes they did 

not commit. The police say they played by the rules. Two courts have allowed the 

conviction to stand. Attorney Zellner believes the medical evidence needs to be re-

examined, but the State Attorney will not pass it on. Family and friends vow not to give 

up. On-screen text graphic: Melissa lost her first appeal. She plant to try again based on 

the new medical evidence. Interviewed: Melissa Calusinski; Paul and Cheryl Calusinski 

(parents); Crystal Calusinski (sister); Ruth Fuller (journalist); Dr. Thomas Rudd (Lake 

County coroner); Kathleen Zellner (attorney); Deborah Teurkheimer (law professor); 

Michael Nerheim (States Attorney). (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

02/01/15 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “The Many Sounds of Music” 

 “Foo Fighters” - an interview/profile of musician Dave Grohl (formerly of Nirvana) and 

his rock band, Foo Fighters.  “Sonic Highways” is the title of the band’s new album as 

well as the title of a multi-part documentary series which Grohl is producing for HBO.  

The series will trace America’s musical history through the band’s visits to, and 

participation in, the distinctive musical heritages of eight American cities, including New 

Orleans and Chicago.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Keith Sharman) (OAD: 10/26/14 on 60 

MINUTES) 

 “Blake Shelton” – an interview / profile of Blake Shelton, the Oklahoma native and 

country music superstar, who currently holds a unique country music record: twelve 

consecutive number one singles. Shelton is married to country music singer Miranda 

Lambert and is a judge on the music competition show, “The Voice”. (C: Norah 

O’Donnell – P: John Hamlin, Emily Hislop) (OAD: 11/02/14 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “City of Music” – a report on the medieval Italian city of Cremona, which gave the 

world the famed Stradivarius violin. Artisans are still trying to replicate the sound of the 

multi-million-dollar violins by performing with them and hand-crafting violins in a 

similar way Antonio Stradivari did 300 years ago in the same city. Violinist Anastasiya 

Petryshak performs throughout segment. Includes interviews with: Paolo Bodini, director 

of Cremona’s Violin Museum and former Mayor of Cremona; Itzhak Perlman, violinist; 

Mathijs Heyligers, violin maker; Bruce Carlson, violin restorer; and Chris Kurz, student 

of violin making.  (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Tom Anderson) (OAD: 12/07/14 on 60 

MINUTES) 

 Update: “Three Generations of Punishment” (OAD: 12/02/12) 

 



 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS (continued) 

 

02/22/15 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Remembering Bob Simon” (7:00-8:30p) 

 “Bob Simon” – recollections from various colleagues on the life and extraordinary career 

of CBS News Correspondent Bob Simon, who died on February 11th in a car accident in 

New York City. Includes interviews with 60 MINUTES colleagues: Jeff Fager, Executive 

Producer; Leslie Stahl, correspondent; Morley Safer; correspondent; Mr. Simon’s 

producers: Draggan Mihailovich, Harry Radliffe, Joel Bernstein, Michael Gavshon, and 

Norman Lloyd, CBS News cameraman.   (C: Steve Kroft)  

 "The Shame Of Srebrenica"- a report on the role of peacekeepers amid speculation that 

U.S. troops will be sent to Kosovo. Includes interviews with Dutch Army officers who 

were sent to protect the Muslims in Srebrenica. Outnumbered by the Serbs, the UN 

peacekeepers were unable to take effective action to stop the slaughter of countless 

civilians. (C: Bob Simon - P: Randall Joyce) (OAD: 03/10/99 on 60 MINUTES II) 

(introduced by Lesley Stahl)  

 “The Sea Gypsies” - a report on the Moken, a nomadic tribe living on islands in the 

Andaman Sea in Southeast Asia, who suffered no casualties when a deadly tsunami 

struck  early this year because they heeded the signs of nature -- receding seas and fleeing 

animals and fled to higher ground. Includes interviews with: Saleh Kalathalay, one of the 

Moken who spread the alarm; Dr. Narumon Hinshiranan and Jacques Ivanoff, both 

anthropologists. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon, Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 

03/20/05 on 60 MINUTES) (introduced by Scott Pelley) 

 “The Recyclers” - a report on the Recycled Orchestra of Cateura, Paraguay. Residents of 

Cateura rely on the garbage and landfill in their town to make a living, and incredibly, 

they have fashioned musical instruments out of the waste, which has led to a thriving 

children’s orchestra. The children will soon be featured in an upcoming documentary 

film: “landfillharmonic”.  Includes interviews through voice-over translators with: Favio 

Chavez, an environmental technician who created a music school for the children; Don 

Cola Gomez, maker of the instruments, carpenter, and trash worker; Ada Rios, child 

musician; Jorge Rios, Ada’s father; and Miriam Rios, Ada’s grandmother. Also features 

comments from Berta Rojas, Paraguay’s most famous musician, who frequently returns 

to Cateura to offer master classes. (C: Bob Simon – P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 

11/17/13 on 60 MINUTES; 1st Rebroadcast: 05/18/14 on 60 MINUTES - includes an 

update) (introduced by Bill Whitaker) 

 “Bob Simon” – excerpts of some of the letters received by 60 MINUTES from people 

who had been in some of Mr. Simon’s favorite segments. (C: Lesley Stahl) 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

 

 

03/01/15 Guests: Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of Representatives 

(1); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Senate Intelligence Committee (2); Mike 

Huckabee (R-AR), former Arkansas Governor, author, “God, Guns, Grits, and Gravy” 

(3); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS 

News Contributor (5); Kevin Madden, Republican Strategist (5); Mark Halperin, 

Bloomberg Politics (5); Maria Cardona, Democratic Strategist (5) 

  Guest Moderator: John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

 1) Topics include: Friday’s vote to fully fund the Department of Homeland Security / 

opposition to President Obama’s actions on immigration / divisions among House 

Republicans over the tactics employed to stop President Obama / status of the bill; 

Speaker Boehner’s invitation to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to speak 

before a joint session of Congress / relationship between the White House and Israel / 



 

 

negotiations between Iran and the United States regarding Iran’s nuclear program; 

President Obama’s strategy for combating ISIS (ISIL) 

 2) Topics include: assassination of Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov / question 

regarding the possible connection to Russian President Vladimir Putin; identification of 

ISIS (ISIL) executioner “Jihadi John” as Mohammed Emwazi; Israeli Prime Minister 

Netanyahu’s upcoming speech before a joint session of Congress / yesterday’s full page 

ad in The New York Times implying that President Obama’s National Security Advisor 

Susan Rice condones genocide – because of statements she made regarding Prime 

Minister Netanyahu’s upcoming speech 

 3) Topics include: Prime Minister Netanyahu’s upcoming speech before a joint session of 

Congress / relationship between the United States and Israel / Mr. Huckabee’s recent trip 

to Israel; proposed strategy for defeating ISIS (ISIL); possible presidential aspirations for 

2016 

 4) a discussion with Mr. Goldberg on Prime Minister Netanyahu's speech to Congress 

 5) Topics include: divisions among House Republicans; this week’s Conservative 

Political Action Conference (CPAC), held in Washington, DC / continuing influence of 

former President Ronald Reagan on the Republican Party / potential Republican 

presidential candidates for 2016 / critical focus of potential Republican candidates in 

attendance at CPAC on Hillary Clinton / Mrs. Clinton’s legacy as Secretary of State / 

potential problems for Mrs. Clinton regarding the Clinton Foundation accepting money 

from foreign governments, while she was Secretary of State / the Clinton legacy 

 



 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

 

03/08/15 Guests: Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister, Israel (1); Senator Mitch McConnell (R-

KY), Senate Majority Leader (2); Representative Trey Gowdy (R-SC), Chairman, The 

Select Committee on Benghazi (3); Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) (4); Senator Tim 

Scott (R-SC) (5); Benjamin Crump, Attorney for the families of Trayvon Martin, Michael 

Brown, and Tamir Rice (6); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (7); Gerald Seib, The 

Wall Street Journal (7); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent 

(7); April Ryan, author, “The Presidency in Black and White: My Up-Close View of 

Three Presidents and Race in America”, American Urban Radio Networks (7) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to an excerpt of an interview with President Barack Obama by 

CBS News Correspondent Bill Plante, where they discuss the ongoing negotiations to 

limit Iran’s nuclear capabilities / reports in Al-Hayat, a Saudi newspaper, that the United 

States plans to offer some Arab states a “nuclear umbrella” as protection against Iran; 

thoughts on his recent speech before a joint session of Congress 

 2) Topics include: Senator McConnell’s insistence that any deal reached with Iran 

regarding their nuclear capabilities be approved by the Senate; anticipated charges from 

the Justice Department against New Jersey Democratic Senator Bob Menendez; 

revelation that Hillary Clinton utilized a private e-mail server while she was Secretary of 

State; changes to the Voting Rights Act; pledge to work with President Obama; news that 

the debt limit will reach the ceiling on Monday, March 9th 

 3) Topics include: reaction to an excerpt of an interview with President Obama by Bill 

Plante, in which they discuss the controversy over Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail 

server while she was Secretary of State / belief that it is not up to either President Obama 

or Mrs. Clinton to decide what is and what is not public record / huge gaps in time 

periods for the e-mails released by Mrs. Clinton to the Select Committee on Benghazi / 

opinion that there is more to learn about what happened on September 11, 2012 in 

Benghazi, Libya 

 4) Topics include: the controversy over Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server 

while she was Secretary of State / support for Mrs. Clinton; support for the right of 

Congress to weigh in on any agreement to limit Iran’s nuclear capabilities 

 5) Topics include: reaction to an excerpt of President Obama’s remarks yesterday in 

Selma, Alabama on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of “Bloody Sunday”, the 

attempted civil rights march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge. President Obama called 

on Congress to restore the Voting Rights Act / opinion of President Obama’s progress in 

improving race relations / call for a thorough investigation of the Ferguson, MO Police 

Department 

 6) Mr. Crump’s reaction to the recently released report by the Department of Justice on 

the Ferguson, MO police department  

 7) Topics include: opinion of President Obama’s remarks yesterday in Selma / recently 

released report by the Department of Justice on the Ferguson, MO police department; 

controversy over Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server while she was Secretary of 

State 

 



 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

 

03/15/15 Guests: U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (1); Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR), Senate 

Armed Services Committee (2); Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), Senate Armed Services 

Committee (3); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD), Ranking Member, Select 

Committee on Benghazi (4); Cornell William Brooks, President, National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (5); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP Legal 

Defense Fund (5); Dana Milbank, The Washington Post (6); Susan Page, USA Today (6); 

John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (6); Peter Baker, The New York Times (6) 

 Guest Correspondent: Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent 

(1) 

 1) pre-recorded excerpts of Ms. Brennan’s interview with Secretary of State Kerry, as he 

prepared to leave Egypt for Switzerland, where he will continue the negotiations to limit 

Iran’s nuclear capabilities. Topics include: letter written by Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR) 

and signed by forty-six additional Senate Republicans, instructing Iranian leaders to be 

weary of signing a deal with the Obama administration unless Congress approves it / 

reminder that it is not only the United States negotiating with Iran, but five other 

countries as well / Congressional opinion regarding a potential deal to limit Iran’s nuclear 

power / possible ramifications should a deal with Iran not be met by the end of March 

 2) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Cotton’s letter to Iranian leaders / belief that 

Congress must approve any nuclear deal with Iran / criticism of the deal that is currently 

on the table / reaction to criticism from former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright / 

opinion that the letter should be used as a negotiating tactic 

 3) Topics include: criticism of the letter written by Senator Cotton / commitment to allow 

the White House and State Department attempt to reach an agreement with Iran, before 

implementing further sanctions / negative impact of Senator Cotton’s letter 

 4) Topics include: latest scandal involving the Secret Service; revelation that Hillary 

Clinton utilized a private e-mail server while she was Secretary of State / praise for Mrs. 

Clinton’s level of cooperation and a call for her to testify under oath about her e-mail 

correspondence, as well as Benghazi 

 5) a discussion on the current state of race relations in the United States 

 6) Topics include: reaction to the letter written by Senator Cotton to Iranian leaders, as 

well as comments made by Senator Cotton during this morning’s appearance on FACE 

THE NATION; Secretary of State Kerry’s statement indicating that it may become 

necessary to negotiate with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad; revelation that Hillary 

Clinton utilized a private e-mail server while she was Secretary of State; potential 2016 

presidential candidates for both the Republicans (former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, 

Florida Senator Marco Rubio, and Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker) and Democrats 

(Hillary Clinton and former Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley); Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s recent speech before Congress; Russian President 

Vladimir Putin’s disappearance from public life 

 



 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

 

03/22/15 Guests: Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

(1); Representative Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), Majority Leader, U.S. House of 

Representatives (2); Representative Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), Senate Armed Services 

Committee (3); Chris Borland, former Linebacker, San Francisco 49ers (4); Peggy 

Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS 

News State Department Correspondent (5); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (5); 

Michael Crowley, Politico (5) 

 1) Topics include: status of the talks between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The 

United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran / last week’s letter, written 

by Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR) and signed by forty-six additional Senate Republicans, 

instructing Iranian leaders to be weary of signing a deal with the Obama administration 

unless Congress approves it / Congressional opinion regarding a potential deal to limit 

Iran’s nuclear power / need to stay focused / possible outcomes should an agreement with 

Iran not be reached 

 2) Topics include: responsibility of the House of Representatives to review any potential 

nuclear deal with Iran; current state of Israeli-American relations; call for former 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to turn over her private e-mail server in order to 

examine any e-mails pertaining to Benghazi; criticism of President Obama’s strategy to 

defeat ISIS (ISIL) 

 3) Topics include: recent reports revealing that ISIS (ISIL) has made public the names 

and addresses of one hundred members of the U.S. military / the “need for a clear and 

winning strategy” -- one that includes military, political, and ideological elements -- to 

defeat terrorism / criticism of the Obama administration for continuing the Bush policy 

and for “propping up” the Shia-led government in Iraq / President Obama’s military 

strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL) 

 4) an interview with Mr. Borland, rookie linebacker for the San Francisco 49ers, on his 

decision to retire from football, over concerns for his long-term health 

 5) Topics include: reaction to Mr. Borland’s decision to retire from the NFL; status of the 

talks between the P5+1 and Iran / last week’s letter, written by Senate Republicans, to the 

leaders of Iran; strained relationship between the White House and Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, in light of recent comments made by Mr. Netanyahu opposing a 

two-state solution / damaging impact of the relationship between President Obama and 

Prime Minister Netanyahu on the Israeli-American bond; possible outcomes should an 

agreement with Iran not be reached; upcoming presidential candidacy announcement 

from Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) / anticipation of the presidential campaigns of Hillary 

Clinton and Jeb Bush 

 



 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

 

03/29/15 Guests: Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger, CBS News Aviation and Safety Expert 

(1); Adel al-Jubeir, Saudi Arabian Ambassador to the United States (2); Senator Richard 

Burr (R-NC), Chairman, U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (3); 

Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Ranking Member, House Permanent Select 

Committee on Intelligence (4); former Governor Mike Huckabee (R-AR) (5); Senator 

John McCain (R-AZ) (6); former Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Bipartisan Policy 

Center (6); former Senator Chris Dodd (D-CT) (6); Senator Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) 

(6); Manu Raju, Politico (7); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (7); Nancy Cordes, CBS 

News Congressional Correspondent (7); Scott Conroy, The Huffington Post (7) 

 1) a discussion of safety procedures and protocols in place in the United States to protect 

airline travelers and employees, in light of the recent plane crash in the French Alps and 

evidence indicating that the co-pilot of the Germanwings flight intentionally crashed the 

plane 

 2) Topics include: Saudi Arabian airstrikes in Yemen / Iranian aid to the Houthi rebels in 

Yemen / the Arab League / possible use of ground troops, if necessary; optimism 

regarding a possible deal to limit Iran’s nuclear capabilities 

 3) Topics include: concern over the direction the negotiations to limit Iran’s nuclear 

capabilities seem to be taking / support for extending the deadline in order to avoid a bad 

deal with Iran; current situation in Yemen / opinion that “removing every U.S. boot from 

the ground in Iraq” has allowed terrorism to flourish throughout the region 

 4) Topics include: current situation in Yemen and the possibility of a civil war / impact 

that the current situation in Yemen has on the United States; support for a “good deal” or 

newer sanctions to limit Iran’s nuclear capabilities / support for extending the deadline in 

order to avoid a bad deal with Iran 

 5) Topics include: possible presidential aspirations for 2016 / religious and socio-

economic groups that make up Mr. Huckabee’s base / challenges facing the next U.S. 

president / Mr. Huckabee’s opinion that his extensive travel in the Middle East makes 

him qualified to handle foreign policy / belief that the American voter is not concerned 

with who is the most conservative candidate, but who will take the country in an upward 

direction  

 6) recollections from four former colleagues of Senator Ted Kennedy on the senator’s life 

and legacy, the day before the opening of the Edward M. Kennedy Institute in Boston, 

MA 

 7) Topics include: presidential candidate Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) / new CBS News poll 

on the 2016 presidential race / potential impact of the revelation that Hillary Clinton 

utilized a private e-mail server while she was Secretary of State on her possible 

candidacy for president / remaining significance of candidates visiting Iowa in the 

presidential election process / possible Republican candidates for 2016 / impact of Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on the election 

 



 

 

 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

 

 

03/01/15 “The Storm after the Storm” – an investigation into the allegations that thousands of 

homeowners were denied their flood insurance claims after the effects of Hurricane 

Sandy in 2012 due to fraudulent engineers’ reports. The insurance companies in question 

(HiRise Engineering, Wright Flood, and U.S. Forensic) all declined requests for 

interviews and claim the reason the reports were changed was to allow for a peer review 

process. The New York attorney general’s office is investigating possible criminal 

activity. The insurance companies in question are overseen by FEMA, the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, who admitted to seeing the fraudulent reports and say 

they are in the process of negotiations to settle the claims. Includes interviews with: Bob 

Kaible, homeowner in Long Beach, NY denied full flood insurance after Sandy; Steve 

Mostyn, Texas trial lawyer helping Sandy victims; John and Gail Mero, married 

homeowners in East Rockaway, New York denied full flood insurance after Sandy; 

Andrew Braum, engineer for HiRise Engineering; and Brad Kieserman, FEMA Deputy 

Associate Administrator for Insurance. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Oriana Zill de Granados, 

Michael Rey) 

 “Lumber Liquidators” - an investigation that found Chinese-made laminate flooring 

sold in Lumber Liquidators outlets across America contain toxic amounts of 

formaldehyde, a known cancer-causing chemical, that may not meet health and safety 

standards. Includes interviews with: Denny Larson, executive director of nonprofit group 

Global Community Monitor; Richard Drury, environmental attorney; Dr. Philip 

Landrigan, pediatrician at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York; Tom Sullivan, founder and 

chairman of Lumber Liquidators; and Whitney Tilson, Wall Street hedge fund manager. 

Also includes comments by various unidentified mill workers in Changzhou, China. (C: 

Anderson Cooper – P: Katherine Davis, Sam Hornblower) 

 “Who is Larry David?” – an interview / profile of Emmy-winning comedian and 

television star Larry David, known for co-creating the popular sitcom, “Seinfeld” and  

creating and starring in HBO’s “Curb Your Enthusiasm”.  David talks about his 

childhood in Brooklyn, his legacy, and the Broadway play he wrote and currently stars in, 

“Fish in the Dark”.   Also includes an interview with: Anna Shapiro, director of “Fish in 

the Dark”. (C: Charlie Rose - P: David Browning, Tanya Simon, Nichole Marks) 

 Update: “The Swiss Leaks” (OAD: 02/08/15) 

 



 

 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

 

03/08/15 “Who Killed the Prosecutor” – a report on the questions surrounding the death of 

Argentine prosecutor Alberto Nisman, who died of a gunshot wound to the head the night 

before he was to present evidence that the country’s President, Cristina Kirchner, had 

secretly conspired with Iran to cover up Iran’s involvement in Argentina’s worst terrorist 

attack -- the 1994 suicide bombing of AMIA, a Buenos Aires Jewish community center. 

Some theories about Nisman’s death are: suicide; government aided murder; revenge 

murder by former Argentine government spy Jaime Stuisso; or murder by Nisman’s 

coworker, Diego Lagomarsino, who says he gave Nisman the gun for self-defense. 

Includes interviews with: Diego Lagomarsino, (through translator), Nisman’s coworker; 

Gustavo Perednik, author; and Hector Timerman, Argentine Foreign Minister. Also 

includes comments by Rodolfo Canicoba Corral, Argentine Judge. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: 

Shachar Bar-On) 

 “Coming Home” – a report on the former members of Golf Company, 2nd Battalion of 

the 8th Marines, a US Marines unit which suffered high casualties in the Afghanistan 

War. Five years after the first segment “Golf Company” (OAD: 10/11/09), the men held 

their annual reunion in Washington, D.C., where they visited the graves of their fallen 

comrades at Arlington National Cemetery. For some of the veterans the war was a 

defining, motivating experience, while others are struggling with post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD) and other effects from going to battle. Includes interviews with Golf 

Company veterans: Lance Corporal Jonathan Quiceno; Corporal Rory Hamill; Colonel 

Christian Cabaniss; Second Lieutenant Dan O’Hara; and Devin Jones.  Also includes an 

excerpt of First Sergeant Robert Pullen calling the roll of the dead in 2009. (C: Scott 

Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) 

 “The Maestro” – an interview / profile of New York Metropolitan Opera Music Director 

James Levine. The conductor fell in 2011 and fractured his spine, leaving him partially 

paralyzed and on an indefinite leave of absence from the opera. Levine returned to the 

Met in 2013 with the help of a portable podium to accommodate his motorized 

wheelchair, much to the delight of the singers and musicians. Includes excerpts from 

performances at The Metropolitan Opera. Also includes interviews with: Peter Gelb, 

general manager of the Metropolitan Opera; Placido Domingo, opera singer and 

conductor; and Stephanie Blythe, opera singer. Also includes comments by opera singers: 

Angela Meade and Mary-Jane Lee. (C: Bob Simon – P: Ruth Streeter, Kaylee Tully) 

 Update: “Lumber Liquidators” (OAD: 03/01/15) 

 



 

 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

 

03/15/15 “Dead or Alive” – a report on the errors of the Social Security Administration’s Death 

Master File. Those who are alive and mistakenly put onto the list, can be cut out of 

existence by banks, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Medicare, credit agencies and 

the like. On the other hand, there have been continued payments to deceased citizens 

whose names were never put on the list. To combat these errors, the Social Security 

Administration has started cross-checking with a Medicare list to see who is using 

Medicare, and if a citizen has been off the list for three years, they gather more 

information to see if they are dead or alive. Includes interviews with: living Americans 

declared dead by the Social Security Administration: Don Pilger, Kristina Pace, Betty 

Denault, and Judy Rivers; Patrick O’Carroll, Social Security Administration’s inspector 

general; and Sandra Kimbro, who pleaded guilty to accepting her mother's Social 

Security benefits, but says it was done so unknowingly. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Patricia 

Shevlin, Gabrielle Schonder) 

 “A Few Good Women” – a report on the Marine Corps, which is under orders to open 

up its ground combat units to women -- one of the last all-male bastions in the military. A 

female has yet to complete its three month Infantry Officer Course. 60 MINUTES 

followed the course that begins with a combat endurance test in Quantico, Virginia and 

ends with a hike through the mountain ridges of the Mojave Desert in California. 

Includes interviews with: Marine General George Smith, in charge of the experiment of 

integrating women into ground combat units; Second Lieutenant Melissa Cooling, who 

attempted the infantry officer course; Major George Flynn, who oversees the  Infantry 

Officer Course; Private Nisa Jovell, who completed the enlisted infantry course; Major 

Scott Cuomo; 2nd Lieutenant Nicholas Boire; and 2nd Lieutenant Zachary Barbero. (C: 

David Martin – P: Mary Walsh) 

 “Back To The Wild” – a report on Damian Aspinall’s project to release once-captive 

gorillas back into the wild, specifically into a forest in Gabon, West Africa. The 

multimillionaire of Kent, England runs a conservation group, the Aspinall Foundation, 

and believes keeping animals locked up in a zoo is immoral. After attempting this 

experiment for a year, and just one month after placing the gorillas into the wild, they 

discovered five females and one child gorilla died, proving Aspinall’s critics correct: the 

wild is a not necessarily a place where it is safe for domesticated animals to roam.  

Includes interviews with: Damian Aspinall and Tara Stoinski, president of the Dian 

Fossey Gorilla Fund. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On, Alexandra Poolos) 

 The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “The Maestro” (OAD: 

03/08/15) 

 



 

 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

 

03/22/15 “Iraq’s Christians” – a report from Northern Iraq, where up to 125,000 Christians have 

been forced to flee from ISIS (ISIL) terrorist violence. Christian homes in Iraq’s second 

largest city, Mosul, have been marked by ISIS with the Arabic letter ‘N’ for Nasara, an 

Islamic term for Christians, forcing its residents to either convert to Islam, pay an 

extortion tax, or be killed. Inhabitants of surrounding villages and towns across the 

region, known as the Nineveh Plains, have fled the area and are living as refugees in 

Erbil. Includes interviews with: Father Joseph Ibrahim, monk at Monastery of St. 

Matthew; Archbishop Nicodemus Sharaf, Archbishop of the Syriac Orthodox Church in 

Mosul; Issah Al Qurain (through translator), resident who had his house marked; and 

Archbishop Bashar Warda, Archbishop of Erbil. Also includes comments/footage of 

Brett Felton, an American veteran of the Iraq War and a man only identified as Khamis - 

both there to train and assist Christian volunteers. (C: Lara Logan – P: Max McClellan, 

Jeff Newton, Richard Butler) 

 “Rare Earth Elements” – a report on how China has become the world leader of rare 

earth metals, essential ingredients used in everything from smart phones and computers, 

to cars and missiles. The U.S. began the cultivation of these materials at Molycorp, Inc.’s 

mine in Mountain Pass, California after geologists identified rare earth elements in the 

Mojave Desert, but it was shut down in 1998 due to environmental concerns. Meanwhile, 

China took over the industry since they have less environmental constraints around 

mining and lower labor costs, which translates into lower pricing. Molycorp Inc.’s 

Mountain Pass mine reopened in 2010. Includes interviews with: Constantine 

Karayannopoulos, chairman of Molycorp, Inc.; Daniel McGroarty, principal of Carmot 

Strategic Group; and Ed Richardson, president of the U.S. Magnetic Materials 

Association. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Graham Messick, Kevin Livelli) 

 “Star-Struck” – an interview / profile of astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson, director of 

the American Museum of Natural History’s Hayden Planetarium. With millions of 

followers on Twitter, he is perhaps America’s most popular scientist. Tyson hosts a 

weekly radio show, “StarTalk” and hosted the 2014 television documentary series, 

“Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey”.  (C: Charlie Rose – P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron 

Weisz) 

 Update: “The Storm after the Storm” (OAD: 03/01/15) 

 



 

 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

 

03/29/15 “Bashar al-Assad” – an interview with the President of Syria, Bashar al-Assad, who sat 

down with Charlie Rose in Damascus last week to discuss how the Syrian government 

has lost control over significant amounts of its territory to terrorist groups like ISIS 

(ISIL), al Qaeda or Syrian rebel groups during the three-year-old civil war. The dictator is 

questioned about:  attacks on civilians with chemical and “barrel bomb” weapons, the 

future of his relationship with the United States, and his characterization of surrounding 

countries in the Middle East.  (C: Charlie Rose) 

 “Killing Cancer” – a report on a Duke University clinical trial of an immunotherapy that 

uses a re-engineered polio virus to kill cancer cells in brain cancer patients, specifically 

those diagnosed with glioblastoma, a deadly type of brain tumor. So far, 11 of 22 patients 

treated have died, but the remaining 11 have seen their tumors shrink, and two people 

introduced in this report have been declared cancer free: Stephanie Lipscomb, the first 

patient in the trial and Dr. Fritz Andersen, the second. A third patient Donna Clegg died, 

most likely due to too much of the polio virus injected into her tumor, creating too large 

an immune response. However this helped guide doctors to lower the dosage for another 

featured patient, Nancy Justice, who appears to be on the same track to remission as 

Lipscomb and Andersen, as her tumor continues to shrink with each MRI. Includes 

interviews with: Dr. Annick Desjardins, neuro-oncologist at Duke; Dr. Henry Friedman, 

deputy director of Duke’s Brain Tumor Center; Dr. John Sampson, chief of neurosurgery 

at Duke; Dr. Matthias Gromeier, molecular biologist at Duke and creator of the modified 

polio virus used in the trial; Dr. Peter Marks, deputy director for the FDA; Dr. Darell 

Bigner, director of Duke’s Brain Tumor Center; and trial patients: Stephanie Lipscomb, 

Dr. Fritz Andersen, Nancy Justice, and Donna Clegg. Also includes comments by: Greg 

Justice, Nancy’s husband and Wayne Clegg, Donna’s husband. (C: Scott Pelley – 

Producers for Part I: Michael Radutzky, Denise Schrier Cetta; Producers for Part II: 

Denise Schrier Cetta, Michael Radutzky) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

 The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “Iraq’s Christians” (OAD: 

03/22/15) 

 

 

 



 

 

48 HOURS 
 

03/07/15 48 HOURS: “Murder in Aspen” – a report on the 2013 murder of Nancy Pfister, an 

Aspen, Colorado socialite/ski resort heiress, and the investigation to find her killer. 

Pfister came from a family of high achievers, but was also known for a demanding 

demeanor; even her friends were treated with disrespect, as friend Kathy Carpenter had 

personally experienced. Nancy Pfister was found dead from blunt force trauma, in the 

bedroom closet of her home by Kathy Carpenter. She had been alerted that something 

was amiss by Nancy Styler, who had recently rented the place with her husband Trey 

Styler, and was in the process of moving out. Police focused on the Stylers because they 

were involved in a public dispute with Pfister involving the rental home. Pfister came 

back three months earlier than expected, saying the couple had owed her a large amount 

of money.  Police believed Nancy Styler harbored anger over the way Pfister treated the 

couple. They also believed Trey Styler, who suffered from a neurological disorder, was 

incapable of killing anyone. Days after the murder, both were arrested and charged with 

murder. Soon after, Kathy Carpenter was also arrested, and charged with murder. Police 

believed the women had bonded over Pfister’s seeming indifference to them. Three 

months later, a bombshell: Trey Styler confessed and said that he and he alone had killed 

Nancy Pfister. He agreed to tell the details of the crime in exchange for a 20-year 

sentence and his wife’s unconditional freedom. The charges were dropped against both 

women, but they claim that the prosecution’s continued insistence that they were 

somehow involved in the murder has convicted them in the court of public opinion. 

Kathy Carpenter still faces the threat of prosecution should more evidence be found. 

Nancy Styler can never be charged. On-screen text graphic: Nancy Styler has filed for 

divorce, gone back to take her maiden name and moved to another state. Interviewed: 

Nancy Styler; Kathy Carpenter; Mark Seal (writer/48 HOURS consultant); Tim Mooney, 

David Koffend, Michael Cleverly (Pfister friends); Juliana Pfister (daughter); Andrea 

Bryan (Assistant District Attorney); Lisa Miller (DA Chief Investigator); Sherry Caloia 

(District Attorney); Greg Greer (Carpenter defense attorney); Garth McCarthy (Styler 

defense attorney). (C: Maureen Maher - P: Liza Finley) 

 

03/14/15 48 HOURS: “Bruce Beresford-Redman: The Verdict” (9:08 - 10:08p) –  an updated 

followup to “Prison Diaries” (OAD: 11/15/14), itself an update of “Fatal Episode: The 

Producer’s Story” (OAD: 02/25/12; Rebroadcast:  09/22/12), a report on former reality 

show producer Bruce Beresford-Redman, who was accused of murdering his wife 

Monica Burgos, while on a 2010 vacation in Cancun, Mexico. This broadcast includes 

the verdict: Beresford-Redman has been found guilty of homicide and sentenced to 

twelve years in prison. Included are new interviews with his mother Juanita Beresford-

Redmond, his wife’s sister Carla Burgos and her attorney, Allison Treesle. The 09/22/12 

rebroadcast included a phone interview with Beresford-Redman, who maintained his 

innocence, from the Mexican prison where he was being detained while awaiting trial. 

Today, until the Mexican court system decides his guilt or innocence, Beresford-Redman 

remains incarcerated.  Recently, over a period of four months, with a camera provided by 

48 HOURS, he recorded diary entries in his cell and elsewhere around the prison 

compound and took viewers inside his life behind bars. Unlike many of his cellmates, 

Beresford-Redman has been able to pay for food to be brought in, but he describes the 

Mexican prison system as a dirty, rat-infested village with razor wire around it. There are 

about 1,800 men, women, and children living in a prison originally built for 700 people. 

Also included is the first sit-down interview with Beresford-Redman, as well as 

interviews with his parents, and his wife’s sisters. 11/15/14: On-screen text graphic: The 

judge can take as long as he wants to make a decision. 03/14/15: No On-screen text 

graphic for this broadcast. Interviewed: Bruce Beresford-Redman, Jeanne and Carla 

Burgos (Monica’s sisters); Juanita and David Beresford-Redmond (Bruce’s parents); 

Sonya Tsiros (U.S. Consul General for the Cancun area); Jen Heger (Radar Online 

reporter); Pat Fanning (criminal defense lawyer); Jaime Cancino (one of Bruce’s 



 

 

attorneys); and Emily Hamilton (tourist who was assaulted) (C: Troy Roberts - P: Josh 

Yager, Ana Real, Paul LaRosa) 



 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

03/14/15 48 HOURS: COLD CASE: “Who Killed Amy Gellert?” (10:08 - 11:08p) - the first in 

a new short-run series focusing on long-unsolved murders. Each broadcast will go in-

depth into a hard-to-close case and present new reporting along with the existing 

evidence. This report focuses on a 1994 home invasion in Cocoa Beach, Florida, which 

led to the murder of 21-year-old Amy Gellert. Gellert had interrupted an intruder holding 

her parents hostage. Startled, the masked man stabbed her mother Charlotte (Bunny) 

Lehton and her stepfather, Robert Lehton. He fled, where he encountered Gellert in the 

driveway. Her killer was never caught. Multiple suspects have emerged since that fateful 

night. The cold case team of Major Todd Goodyear, Lt. Carlos Reyes, Marlon Buggs and 

Wayne Simock discuss their theories about the case: the unusual weapons used (a dagger 

and a prop gun), the intruder (characteristics, accent, etc.), and the possibility of a 

targeted attack. Ultimately, two main suspects have emerged: Scott Manley (someone 

who Gellert had met in drug rehab) and Dominic Kanuika (who admits to driving by the 

crime scene) and a possible connection between the two men. On-Screen Text Graphic: 

If you have information about Amy Gellert’s murder contact: The Brevard County 

Homicide Unit. Email: majorcrime@bcso.us. Call: Central Florida Crimeline: 1-800-423-

TIPS. Interviewed: Charlotte and Robert Lehton; Mark Gellert, Ryan Gellert (brothers); 

Andrea O’Dell (Amy’s best friend); Major Todd Goodyear, Marlon Buggs, Wayne 

Simock, Lt. Carlos Reyes. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed) 

 

03/21/15 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “The Bizarre Saga of Robert Durst” - a report on new 

details in the case of millionaire Robert Durst (and a followup to 48 HOURS 

MYSTERY: “The Mystery of Robert Durst” (OAD: 03/17/04, Rebroadcast 09/09/04). 

Durst was recently arrested in New Orleans for the 2000 murder of his friend Susan 

Berman, following the broadcast of the six-part HBO documentary “The Jinx”. He still 

remains a suspect in the disappearance of his first wife, Kathie Durst. Also included is an 

exclusive interview with his attorney Dick DeGuerin, who tells 48 HOURS 

Correspondent Erin Moriarty that he’s eager to go to court and that the prosecution has a 

“weak circumstantial evidence case” against Robert Durst. Durst, the son of a prominent 

New York City real estate family, is no stranger to controversy. He remains a suspect in 

the 1982 disappearance of his first wife, Kathie Durst. At the time of Berman’s death, 

Durst was hiding out in Galveston, Texas, masquerading as a woman and trying to avoid 

authorities who wanted to talk to him about his wife’s disappearance. Berman, the 

daughter of a well-known Las Vegas mobster, was shot dead in her Los Angeles home; 

police suspected a mob hit. Durst was not considered a suspect until he became involved 

with the death of Morris Black in Galveston, claiming he accidentally killed Black in 

self-defense, then cut up his body. A jury eventually acquitted him of murder. Now, the 

HBO documentary has raised questions regarding Berman’s death, and police now 

believe that a destitute Berman was possibly blackmailing Durst because she knew details 

about Durst’s disappearance, and that comments made by Durst during the program will 

lead to a conviction. Durst’s attorney Dick DeGuerin comments on the current publicity, 

the evidence, and how Durst is eager to get to California to prove his innocence. Included 

interviews with: Dick DeGuerin (attorney); Paul Coulter (Los Angeles Detective); Jim 

McCormack (Kathie Durst’s brother); Jack Leonard (Los Angeles Times writer); Dr. 

Alexander Sasha Bardey (Forensic Psychiatrist); Lisa DePaulo (New York Magazine 

writer); Steven Silverman (Berman friend) (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Chuck Stevenson, Judy 

Rybak, Liza Finley, Greg Fisher, Lisa Freed, Linda Martin) 

 



 

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

03/28/15 48 HOURS: “The Pretender” - an updated rebroadcast of “The Pretender” (OAD: 

05/31/05), a report on the case that has inspired the 2015 theatrical film “True Story”, 

which recounts how Christian Longo posed as discredited New York Times journalist 

Michael Finkel, while on the run in Mexico -- after murdering his wife and children in 

Oregon in 2001. At the time, Finkel, who admitted to fabricating a portion of a story on 

child slavery in Africa, was fired by the newspaper and had retreated to Montana in 

disgrace. Christian Longo, a married father of three, was living in Oregon where he 

moved for a fresh start, after committing a series of crimes in Michigan.  In reality, 

Longo was a pathological liar and con man. Soon after, Longo was on the run, charged 

with killing his wife MaryJane and his three children.  It was then that Finkel and the 

police learned that Longo had assumed Finkel’s identity. Finkel, curious to learn why 

someone would want to steal his identity, met with Longo and, based on conversations, a 

series of letters and phone calls, put together an account of events leading up to the 

murders and Longo’s apprehension, which he used as a way to resurrect his ruined 

writing career. Christian Longo was tried, found guilty of the murders and sentenced to 

death. He has since changed is story and is working on an appeal. Finkel authored a book, 

“True Story: Murder, Memoir, Mea Culpa”, which is the basis for the theatrical release 

starring Jonah Hill and James Franco. On-screen text graphic: Prosecutors say Christian 

Longo’s appeals are likely to last five to ten years. Oregon now has a moratorium on the 

death penalty. Michael Finkel took Longo’s advice and married his girlfriend, Jill. The 

couple now has three children. Interviewed: Michael Finkel; Christian Longo; Jill Barker 

(Finkel’s girlfriend); Trish Miller, Fred Farkas (detectives); Penny Dupuie, Sally Clark 

(MaryJane Longo’s sisters); Denise Thompson (Longo babysitter); Tom Taff, Janina 

Franke (met Longo on the run); Dick Hoch (truck driver); Josh Marquis (Oregon District 

Attorney). (C: Maureen Maher - P: Miguel Sancho, Gail Zimmerman, Chris Young) 

(Producers for the 03/28/15 Rebroadcast: Miguel Sancho, Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Chris 

Young Ritzen) (OAD: 05/31/05, 1st Rebroadcast: 05/27/06)  
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