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Ted Rossman, Senior Industry Analyst at CreditCards.com

Recent interest rate hikes by the Federal Reserve are leading to substantially higher costs for anyone
with credit card debt. Mr. Rossman said roughly half of American consumers are carrying a credit card
balance from month to month, and the numbers are increasing due to inflation. He offered
suggestions to try to pay down debt and consolidate balances with low- or no-interest credit cards.

Issues covered: Length: 7:58
Personal Finance
Inflation

Marisa G. Franco, PhD, Assistant Clinical Professor in the Department of Psychology at the
University of Maryland, author of “Platonic: How the Science of Attachment Can Help You Make - and
Keep — Friends”

Many people, particularly men, have few friends. Prof. Franco discussed the critical importance of
friendship, and how to make and keep friends in an era of distraction, burnout, and chaos. She said
making friends, like cultivating any relationship, requires effort, and the idea of “friendships happening
organically” is generally a myth. She outlined several specific, research-based steps to improve the
number and quality of friendships.

Issues covered: Length: 9:23
Mental Health

Arpita Ghosh, PhD, Assistant Professor of Educational Psychology at the University of Kansas

When veterans leave the military, they face a multitude of major challenges, including a transition into
higher education or a new career field. Prof. Ghosh led a recent study that found that assistance
typically designed to help civilian students are also effective for veterans. She talked about the
strengths that veterans can bring to a company and outlined the resources that are available to
veterans to make the transition.

Issues covered: Length: 5:09
Veterans’ Concerns
Career

Mental Health




Catherine Pearlman, PhD, Associate Professor of Social Work at the University of Massachusetts
Global, licensed clinical social worker, author of “First Phone: A Child's Guide to Digital Responsibility,
Safety, and Etiquette”

Dr. Pearlman shared advice for parents of eight- to twelve-year-old children about digital safety. She
talked about the inability of kids to recognize dangers online, the pros and cons of social media and

how to maintain parental limitations on smartphone use. She also explained how to impress on kids

that anything posted online can potentially haunt them forever.

Issues covered: Length: 9:05
Digital Safety for Children
Parenting

James 8§ W Wolffsohn, PhD, Professor of Optometry at Aston University in Birmingham, England

Digital eye strain is a widespread and growing problem for people of all ages. Prof. Wolffsohn led a
recent study that tested the 20-20-20 rule: taking a screen break of at least 20 seconds, every 20
minutes, to look at least 20 feet away. He found the practice does help ease some of the symptoms of
prolonged computer use, and he suggested ways to take breaks frequently enough.

Issues covered: Length: 5:08
Personal Health
Media
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Caroline Tocci, President & Co-Founder/Director of The Vanessa T. Marcotte Foundation, which
advocates for safety awareness to prevent violence, objectification and harassment against women

Ms. Tocci's cousin, Vanessa Marcotte, was a 27-year-old woman who, while running on a rural road in
Princeton, Massachusetts, was assaulted and murdered in 2016. She offered safety tips for women to
avoid viclence or harassment, particularly when running. She said apps are available to track a
runner's location and share it with emergency contacts. She also explained how a woman should
choose routes or schedules for a run.

Issues covered: Length: 6:56
Crime
Women'’s Issues

Marta L. Tellado, PhD, President and CEQ of Consumer Reports, author of “Buyer Aware:
Harnessing Our Consumer Power for a Safe, Fair, and Transparent Marketplace”

Ms. Tellado discussed the rampant abuse of online privacy and the misuse of consumer data. She
said the virtual monopolies held by four online companies are a genuine problem for privacy and
consumers’ rights. She believes that online algorithms are often biased towards people of color. She
also discussed common misconceptions about safety testing and the mission of Consumer Reports.

Issues covered: Length: 10:08
Consumer Matters
Racial Bias

Online Privacy
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Annie Duke, co-founder of the non-profit student advocacy organization called The Alliance for
Decision Education, author of “Quit: The Power of Knowing When to Walk Away”

Ms. Duke outlined behavioral science research that shows that we are psychologically biased to grit
things out for too long, even when there are clear signs that we should quit. She offered examples of
how a decision to quit is affected by whether someone is winning or losing, and why we tend to
increase our commitment to a losing cause.

Issues covered: Length: 9:29
Career

Personal Finance

Government Policies

Andrew King, Research Analyst for the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association Foundation

Federal regulators appear to be taking steps toward a speed limiter mandate for commercial motor
vehicles in 2023. Mr. King discussed the potential safety concerns if trucks are forced to drive slower
than other traffic, including a lack of passing speed, increased congestion, and being rear-ended. He
said that a nationwide 60 or 65 mph limit for trucks would create even greater safety issues in the
handful of states with speed limits as high as 85 mph for cars.

Issues covered: Length: 7:52
Traffic Safety
Supply Chain

Annalise LaPlume Cognitive Neuroscience Postdoctoral fellow, Senior Research Scientist at Child
Trends, a research organization focused on child poverty and public policy

Dr. LaPlume was the lead author of a study that found that lifestyle may be more important than age in
determining dementia risk, no matter how old we are. She outlined the eight major lifestyle choices
that influence brain health. She said just one of those factors could reduce cognition by the equivalent
of up to three years of aging.

Issues covered: Length: 5:10

Alzheimer’s Disease
Personal Health
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Odis Johnson, Jr, PhD, Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Social Policy and STEM Equity at
Johns Hopkins University,

Dr. Johnson led a study that found that students at high schools with prominent security measures,
such as metal detectors, contraband sweeps, drug testing and security cameras, have lower math
scores, are less likely to attend college and are suspended more frequently compared to students in
schools with less surveillance. He said the policies even affect the academic performance of students
who haven't exhibited behavioral problems.

Issues covered: Length: 9:41
Education

Minority Concerns

Government Policies




Karri Carlson, Vice President of Operations for Leadtail, a B2B social media services agency

LinkedIn scams and fake Instagram accounts targeting businesses and executives are growing
rapidly. Ms, Carlson discussed the most common scams, how they can dramatically affect businesses
and what managers and small business owners can do to protect their companies.

Issues covered: Length: 5:10
Online Scams
Business
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Philip Pauli, Policy and Practice Director of RespectAbility, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
empowerment and self-advocacy for individuals with disabilities

Mr. Pauli said nearly 1 in 5 Americans live with some form of disability. He discussed some of the
challenges they face, and explained how the Americans with Disabilities Act has improved many
aspects of their lives. He also talked about the role that the media plays in perceptions of the
disabled, and how technology improvements have improved mobility for many disabled people.

Issues covered: Length: 7:42
Disabilities
Government Regulation

Natasha Ravinand, author of “Girls With Dreams: Inspiring Girls to Code and Create in the New
Generation”

Only 29% of all science and engineering workers are female, and far fewer are minorities. Natasha
Ravinand is a high school junior with a passion for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math), who is striving to close the gender gap in tech. She talked about the reasons that girls lose
interest in STEM subjects, and why the inclusion of women and minorities in technical workplaces is
s0 important.

Issues covered: Length: 9:23
Women’s Issues

Minority Concerns

Education/STEM

John Schwartz, reporter at The New York Times, author of “This is the Year I Put My Financial Life in
Order"

Mr. Schwartz talked about the reasons that Americans tend to procrastinate when it comes to their
finances. He outlined simple changes consumers can make to simplify their financial accounts,
particularly retirement savings. He also explained how to do a self-checkup of health insurance
coverage.

Issues covered: Length: 5:01
Retirement Planning
Senior Citizens




Issues covered: Length: 8:51
Cancer Prevention
Personal Health

Andras Tilcsik, PhD, Canada Research Chair in Strategy, Organizations, and Society, and Associate
Professor of Strategic Management at the University of Toronto's Rotman School of Management,
author of “Meltdown: Why Our Systems Fail and What We Can Do About It'

From train derailments and massive oil spills to bankruptcies and medical errors, system failures are
all too common - and they’re becoming more frequent. Dr. Tilzscik explained the common
denominator in these system meltdowns. He believes that the increasing complexity and lack of slack
in our systems create conditions ripe for failure and corruption. He also explained why diversity in
design teams is crucial in preventing serious failures.

Issues covered: Length: 8:17
Disaster Preparedness
Diversity

Government Regulation
Transportation

Jas Booth, veteran, Faunder of Final Salute, Inc, a non-profit organization that assists female
veterans and their children who are struggling with homelessness

Ms. Booth shared her personal story of struggling with homelessness after her military career ended.
She said her experience caused her to start Final Salute to help other women vets, especially those
with children. She said her organization has helped more than 5,000 women veterans who are
homeless or in domestic violence situations.

Issues covered: Length: 5:02
Homelessness

Veterans’ Concerns

Domestic Violence
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Daniel Romer, PhD, Research Director of the Annenberg Public Policy Center, part of the Annenberg
School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Romer discussed annual media claims that the nation’s suicide rate rises during the year-end
holiday season. He has studied suicide trends for more than 20 years and has found that the average
daily suicide rate during the holiday months is among the lowest of the year. He said slightly more than
half of news stories that directly discussed the holidays and the suicide rate supported the myth. He
explained why it is important to dispel the misinformation.

Issues covered: Length: 8:35
Suicide
Media

Mental Health
Shawn P. McElmurry, PhD, PE, Professor and CEE Graduate Program Director in the Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering at Wayne State University in Detroit

About 30% of community water systems have some service lines that contain lead. Prof. McEImurry
recently co-authored a study intended to assist state and local water authorities in making decisions




Julie Jason, award-winning financial columnist, author of “Refire Securely”

Ms. Jason talked about the best ways to start to save for retirement, even for those struggling with
student debt. She said it is critical to start young, because of the power of compounding. She also
discussed common financial scams that consumers should be alert to.

Issues covered: Length: 5:04
Retirement Planning
Personal Finance
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