
8/9/18-STUDENTS ACROSS ONEIDA COUNTY WILL BE PROTECTED BY ARMED PATROL OFFICERS 
THIS FALL.  A MEASURE APPROVED BY THE ONEIDA COUNTY LEGISLATURE YESTERDAY 
AUTHORIZES SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO CONTRACT WITH THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FOR SPECIAL 
PATROL OFFICERS TO BE STATIONED AT AREA SCHOOLS.   THE COST OF THOSE DEPLOYMENTS 
WILL BE SPLIT BETWEEN THE DISTRICTS AND THE COUNTY, WITH AN INITIAL COMMITMENT OF 5-
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM THE COUNTY.

8/17/18-THE UNOFFICIAL END OF SUMMER IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, BUT DON'T BE 
SURPRISED IF YOU SEE SCHOOL BUSES ON THE ROAD THIS WEEK.  A HANDFUL OF DISTRICTS ARE 
STARTING CLASSES BEFORE LABOR DAY, AND OTHERS HAVE BEGUN PRACTICE RUNS TO MAKE 
SURE THEIR BUS SCHEDULES WILL SURVIVE ACTUAL TRAFFIC.  THAT ALSO MEANS THE NORMAL 
TRAFFIC RULES AROUND BUSES ARE IN EFFECT, AND LOCAL POLICE WILL BE SHADOWING BUS 
RUNS TO MAKE SURE DRIVERS ARE PAYING ATTENTION. 

8/28/18-ALL SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS IN NEW YORK WILL HAVE TO UNDERGO RANDOM DRUG 
TESTING.  THAT'S ACCORDING TO A MEASURE SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNOR CUOMO 
YESTERDAY.  UP UNTIL NOW THE DRIVERS OF SMALLER BUSES HAVE BEEN EXEMPT FROM 
RANDOM TESTING, BUT THEY'LL NOW BE INCLUDED IN THE POOL OF DRIVERS REQUIRED TO 
PARTICIPATE.  THE NEW LAW WILL ALSO BAN ANY DRIVER FROM CONSUMING ALCOHOL UP TO 
EIGHT HOURS BEFORE GETTING BEHIND THE WHEEL, UP FROM THE EXISTING SIX HOUR CUTOFF.

8/30/18-NEW YORK IS FACING A SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS.  IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS NEARLY 9-
THOUSAND EDUCATORS HAVE LEFT THE PROFESSION, AND A THIRD OF THE ONES REMAINING 
ARE AT LEAST FIFTY YEARS OLD.  THAT MEANS THEY'RE UP FOR RETIREMENT, AND FINDING 
REPLACEMENTS COULD BE DIFFICULT.  THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS STUDYING FOR A DEGREE IN 
EDUCATION HAS DROPPED BY HALF IN THE PAST DECADE. THAT LEAVES SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
FACING A GAP OF AT LEAST 180-THOUSAND TEACHERS OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.   


