
5/1/18-NEW YORK IS SITTING ON FOURTEEN BILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF YOUR MONEY.  THAT'S 
HOW MUCH IS CURRENTLY IN THE STATE'S UNCLAIMED FUNDS ACCOUNT.  THE MONEY COMES 
FROM OLD BANK ACCOUNTS, BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS, AND PROPERTY SALES.  CLOSE TO HALF 
A BILLION DOLLARS WAS CLAIMED LAST YEAR, BUT THE SIZE OF THE ACCOUNT CONTINUES TO 
GROW.  TO FIND OUT IF THE STATE IS HOLDING ON TO ANY OF YOUR MONEY YOU CAN VISIT THE 
DATABASE AT THE COMPTROLLERS WEBSITE AT OSC-DOT-STATE-DOT-NY-DOT-US.

5/2/18-NEW YORK'S BUDGET IS INCREASINGLY RELYING ON GIMMICKS AND SECRET SPENDING.  
THAT'S ACCORDING TO A NEW REPORT FROM STATE COMPTROLLER THOMAS DINAPOLI.  ONE OF 
THE BIGGEST ISSUES TARGETED BY HIS OFFICE WAS THE STATE AND MUNICIPAL FACILITIES 
PROGRAM.  THAT MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR FUND INCREASINGLY USES LUMP SUM APPROPRIATIONS 
TO CREATE A POOL OF MONEY THAT ONLY LATER GETS ASSIGNED TO PROGRAMS WITHOUT 
OVERSIGHT FROM THE LEGISLATURE.

5/9/18-REMINGTON ARMS WILL REPORTEDLY EXIT BANKRUPTCY PROCEEDINGS BY THE END OF 
THIS MONTH.  THE MOVE COMES AFTER BANK OF AMERICA AGREED TO PROVIDE 43 MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR THE REORGANIZATION, DESPITE A PLEDGE LAST MONTH TO STOP DOING BUSINESS 
WITH GUN MAKERS.  THE QUESTION NOW IS HOW THE REORGANIZATION WILL IMPACT 
REMINGTON'S ILION PLANT.  THE COMPANY HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN CALLING BACK SOME 
WORKERS, AND COULD BE LOOKING TO CONSOLIDATE PRODUCTION.

5/10/18-THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.  THAT'S HOW MUCH ONEIDA COUNTY WILL BE 
GIVING TO THE UTICA ZOO.  THE MONEY WAS APPROVED BY LEGISLATORS YESTERDAY DURING 
THEIR REGULAR MEETING.  ZOO OFFICIALS HAVE APPLIED FOR ACCREDITATION BY THE 
ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS, WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO INSPECT THE FACILITY THIS 
SUMMER. THE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM ONEIDA COUNTY WILL HELP PAY FOR DEFERRED 
MAINTENANCE AND REHABILITATION PROJECTS NEEDED TO PASS THE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION.

5/21/18-THE BEER BUSINESS IS BOOMING IN NEW YORK, AND A NEW REPORT CREDITS LOW 
TAXES.  YES, YOU HEARD THAT RIGHT.  THE STATE ACTUALLY HAS ONE OF THE LOWEST BEER 
TAXES IN THE NATION, LEVYING JUST 14 CENTS A GALLON.  THAT COMPARES TO A DOLLAR-29 A 
GALLON IN TENNESEE, THE STATE WITH THE HIGHEST BEER TAX, ACCORDING TO THE STUDY 
FROM THE TAX FOUNDATION.  IN THE PAST THREE YEARS THE CRAFT BEER INDUSTRY HAS MORE 
THAN DOUBLED IN SIZE, WITH OVER 2-HUNDRED BREWERIES NOW CALLING THE STATE HOME.  
THAT MAKES BREWING ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING INDUSTRIES IN NEW YORK. 

5/24/18-THE AREA'S EMPLOYMENT PICTURE IS GETTING BETTER, BUT IT'S ALSO GETTING WORSE.  
THE LATEST REPORT FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SHOWS UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE 
UTICA ROME AREA FELL FROM 6 PERCENT IN MARCH TO 5-POINT-3 PERCENT IN APRIL.  THAT'S THE 
GOOD NEWS.  THE BAD NEWS IS THAT UNEMPLOYMENT TICKED UP FROM 5 PERCENT A YEAR 
AGO.  OVER THE SAME TIME PERIOD THE AREA LOST 1900 JOBS, WITH MOST OF THOSE COMING 
FROM THE GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, AND HEALTH SECTORS.


