
6/11/18-THE LIBERTARIAN CANDIDATES FOR GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR WERE IN 
UTICA YESTERDAY, THROWING THEIR SUPPORT BEHIND OPPOSITION TO UTICA'S DOWNTOWN 
HOSPITAL PROPOSAL.  LARRY SHARPE AND ANDREW HOLLISTER CHALLENGED THE NEED FOR 
EMINENT DOMAIN, BOTH IN UTICA AND BY GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL.  THE PAIR  HAVE BEEN 
TOURING THE STATE TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR THEIR CAMPAIGNS.  SHARPE WILL BE MEETING 
WITH VOTERS THIS MORNING AT TEN AT CHARACTER COFFEE IN DOWNTOWN UTICA. 

6/13/18-GET OUTSIDE.  IF YOU'RE UNDER 18 IT'S THE ONLY WAY YOU'LL BE GETTING A TAN.  
 YESTERDAY THE LEGISLATURE APPROVED A MEASURE THAT BANS MINORS FROM INDOOR 
TANNING.  THAT INCLUDES USING ANY KIND OF TANNING BED, BOOTH, OR LIGHT ROOM.  THE BILL 
HAS BEEN FLOATING AROUND ALBANY FOR YEARS, BUT NEVER RECEIVED A VOTE IN BOTH 
HOUSES.  IT'S DESIGNED TO PREVENT EXPOSURE TO U-V RADIATION AT A YOUNG AGE WHEN IT 
CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF SKIN CANCER.  GOVERNOR CUOMO IS EXPECTED TO 
SIGN THE MEASURE.  

6/14/18-THE STATE NEEDS TO BE MORE TRANSPARENT ABOUT IT'S MULTI-
BILLION DOLLAR DEVELOPMENT DEALS.  THAT'S THE MESSAGE FROM THE 
STATE SENATE AFTER THEY APPROVED LEGISLATION THAT WOULD 
ESTABLISH A DATABASE LISTING EVERY BUSINESS INVOLVED IN STATE 
PROJECTS.  GOOD GOVERNMENT GROUPS HAVE BEEN PUSHING THE 
MEASURE FOR YEARS, BUT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IT'S PASSED IN THE 
SENATE.  NOW OFFICIALS ARE TRYING TO PRESSURE THE ASSEMBLY TO 
VOTE FOR IT WITH JUST OVER A WEEK LEFT IN THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION.  

6/14/18-ARE LIABLE FOR DANGEROUS ROADS.  THAT DECISION BY THE STATE'S COURT OF 
APPEALS COULD HAVE A MAJOR IMPACT ON UPSTATE.  THEY RULED THAT ROADS AND 
INTERSECTIONS WITH A HISTORY OF ACCIDENTS AND CRASHES CAN MAKE A TOWN OR CITY 
LIABLE FOR ACCIDENTS AT THE SITE.  AND PROVING A ROAD HAS A DESIGN FLAW COULD BE AS 
SIMPLE AS DOCUMENTING THAT HISTORY, ALLOWING LAWYERS TO GO AFTER MUNICIPALITIES 
FOR PAYOUTS IN THE CASE OF A CRASH.  

6/15/18-IS NEW YORK ABOUT TO GET TERM LIMITS?  THAT'S WHAT SENATOR JOE GRIFFO IS 
PUSHING FOR.  WITH JUST A WEEK LEFT IN THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION HE'S BEHIND A MEASURE 
THAT WOULD LIMIT LEGISLATORS TO TWELVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN OFFICE, WHILE THE 
GOVERNOR, COMPTROLLER, AND ATTORNEY GENERAL WOULD BE CAPPED AT TWO FOUR YEAR 
TERMS.  GOOD GOVERNMENT GROUPS HAVE BACKED SIMILAR BILLS FOR YEARS, BUT WITH THE 
CLOCK TICKING THERE MAY NOT BE TIME TO BUILD ENOUGH BI-PARTISAN SUPPORT TO PASS THE 
MEASURE.

6/18/18-WILL THE STATE LEGISLATURE GET ANYTHING DONE BEFORE THE END OF THE SESSION?  
IT'S LOOKING INCREASINGLY UNLIKELY.  WITH JUST DAYS LEFT ON THE LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR 
NEITHER THE ASSEMBLY OR SENATE IS SHOWING MUCH APPETITE FOR TACKLING ISSUES LIKE 
SPORTS BETTING, MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION, GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY, OR ETHICS 
REFORM.  THE ONLY REAL HOPE FOR ACTUALLY GETTING SOMETHING IS A BIG UGLY- THE 
NICKNAME FOR A MASSIVE BILL COVERING HUNDREDS OF MEASURES THAT GETS PASSED IN THE 
CLOSING MINUTES OF THE SESSION. 

6/19/18-THE FORMER MAYOR OF SYRACUSE HAS ENTERED THE RACE FOR GOVERNOR.  
STEPHANIE MEYER ANNOUNCED HER CANDIDACY ON TWITTER, JOINING AN ALREADY CROWDED 
RACE.  BUT THE LONG TIME DEMOCRAT WILL BE RUNNING UNDER THE BANNER OF THE SERVE 



AMERICA MOVEMENT, A NEWLY CREATED INDEPENDENT PARTY.   SHE JOINS DEMOCRATS 
CYNTHIA NIXON AND ANDREW CUOMO, VYING FOR THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION, REPUBLICAN 
MARC MOLINARO, GREEN PARTY CANDIDATE HOWIE HAWKINS, AND LIBERTARIAN LARRY SHARPE.

6/19/18-NEW YORK SHOULD LEGALIZE RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA.  THAT'S THE CONCLUSION OF A 
LONG AWAITED REPORT FROM THE STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.  THE STUDY WAS LAUNCHED 
EARLIER THIS YEAR AS THE LEGISLATURE BEGAN CONSIDERING MEASURES TO REMOVE CRIMINAL 
PENALTIES FOR POT POSSESSION AND USE.  THE REPORT HASN'T BEEN FINALIZED, LEAVING 
SOME QUESTIONS, LIKE HOW TO DEAL WITH UNDERAGE USE AND SCREENING FOR DRIVERS 
UNDER THE INFLUENCE, ARE STILL UP IN THE AIR.

6/20/18-OVER AND DONE. THE STATE'S LEGISLATIVE SESSION COMES TO A CLOSE TODAY.  BOTH 
THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE HAVE CONSOLIDATED BILLS UP FOR CONSIDERATION, BUT NO 
MAJOR LEGISLATION IS EXPECTED TO BE PASSED.  THAT HAS SOME CRITICS SAYING 
LEGISLATORS SHOULD HAVE GONE HOME BACK IN MARCH, SINCE THEY HAVEN'T ACCOMPLISHED 
ANYTHING SIGNIFICANT SINCE THEN.  ONE OF THE BIGGEST EMBARRASSMENTS IS THAT 
LAWMAKERS STILL HAVEN'T PASSED ETHICS REFORMS, DESPITE AN ONGOING PARADE OF 
OFFICIALS FACING CORRUPTION CHARGES.

6/21/18-LEGISLATORS IN ALBANY WRAPPED UP THIS YEAR'S SESSION WITH A WHIMPER LATE LAST 
NIGHT.  BOTH THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE PASSED A HANDFUL OF BILLS, BUT NONE OF THE 
MAJOR ISSUES PENDING BEFORE OFFICIALS MADE IT PAST A FLOOR VOTE.  BARRING A SPECIAL 
SESSION THAT MEANS ALBANY'S BUSINESS IS DONE FOR THE YEAR, LEAVING MAJOR ISSUES LIKE 
ETHICS REFORMS AND SPORTS GAMBLING UNTIL 2019.  NOW THE CLOCK STARTS TICKING ON THE 
BILLS THAT DID PASS FOR THE GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE.   

6/22/18-GOVERNOR CUOMO'S PUSH TO ALLOW FELONS ON PAROLE TO VOTE IS RAISING 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STATUS OF SEX OFFENDERS.  THE ADMINISTRATION USED AN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER TO RESTORE VOTING RIGHTS TO CONVICTED OFFENDERS EARLIER THIS YEAR.  BUT 
THAT'S SET UP A CONFRONTATION OVER HOW TO HANDLE SEX OFFENDERS.  SCHOOLS ARE 
FREQUENTLY USED AS POLLING LOCATIONS ACROSS THE STATE AND STATE LAW BARS ELECTION 
WORKERS FROM ASKING FOR IDENTIFICATION, PREVENTING ANY SCREENING OF SEX OFFENDERS 
INSIDE SCHOOLS.

6/28/18-THE SHAPE OF ORGANIZED LABOR IN NEW YORK IS ABOUT TO CHANGE.  YESTERDAY THE 
SUPREME COURT RULED THAT PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS CAN'T COMPEL NON-MEMBERS TO PAY 
FEES FOR REPRESENTATION.  NEW YORK HAS THE HIGHEST ORGANIZED LABOR RATE IN THE 
COUNTRY, BUT THOSE NUMBERS ARE LIKELY TO DROP NOW THAT FEES AREN'T COMPULSORY.  
THE RULING WILL ALSO WEAKEN THE POLITICAL EFFORTS OF POWERFUL GROUPS LIKE THE 
STATE'S TEACHER'S UNIONS, WHICH STAND TO LOSE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS NOW SPENT ON 
LOBBYING AND ELECTIONS.


