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3rd Quarter Public Affairs/Programming Reports 
July-August-September 2019 

"East Tennessee Now" is a public affairs program which airs Sunday mornings on Knoxville radio 

stations WJXB and WIMZ.   On the program, we attempt to address problems and issues 

affecting the people of Knoxville and East Tennessee. Also discussed are possible solutions to 

these issues and problems.  "East Tennessee Now" is about 30 minutes in length and airs at 

6:30am on WJXB and WIMZ. 

 

Aired July 7, 2019 

Summer with the Boys and Girls Club of the TN Valley:  Keeping kids busy and entertained in 
the summer at the Boys and Girls Club of the Tennessee Valley. There are also many ways for 
teens and adults to get involved. Former club kid Kelly Hayman explains how the summer 
program works, the daily schedule, activities offered on 17 sites across the area. They also teach 
healthy lifestyles, career development and leadership.  Hear how parents can sign up their kids 
and apply for scholarships to cut costs.  

USA Cycling Returns to Knoxville: Hundreds of the best cyclists in the country are about to roll in 
to town. Visit Knoxville is hosting USA Cycling for the third time. Chad Culver of V.K. tells ET Now 
host, Michele Silva that the four day event means millions, 7-8 million dollars for the local 
economy. We chat about the competition, who to follow, the course, the crowning, the dates 
and times of the races, where to watch and have some fun! Mark your calendars for June 27-30.    

 

Aired July 14, 2019 

Helping Hands Host Back to School Event: A group called "Helping Hands" through Rio 
Revolution Church of Maryville is hosting a back to school event for children all over East 
Tennessee. Everything from diapers, bikes, clothes, hygiene items and supplies will be given 
away. It's going to be a festival like atmosphere, says Kristina Kilibrew, one of the organizers. 
However, only Blount County students will receive shoes, and they must register ahead of time. 
Click here to register. The group could use the public's help for: services from businesses like hair 
stylists, as well as donations of diapers, clothing and other items, plus monetary donations. 
Volunteers are also needed the day of the event.  The give- away is on Saturday, July 20th from 
8am-12pm at Heritage High School. Families can also enjoy food, haircuts, carnival games, door 
prizes, music, inflatables, entertainment, and much more. ALL FOR FREE!   

FBI Female Symposium: Need a career? A change in jobs? The FBI plans to hire more than 1000 
new employees across the country. And, on August 1, 2019, the Knoxville office of the FBI will 
host a Female Special Agent Symposium. It's to educate women on FBI careers. Right now, you 
can hear from Special Agent in Charge Sherri Onks, who is originally from Sevier County. She 
shares her life story with Michele Silva and you about working for the FBI and how it's been a 
rewarding career. Plus, Special Agent David Bukowski who is also in charge of recruiting, outlines 
the requirements, the benefits, the opportunities of working for the FBI. He also explains why 
women are wanted at this time and how they can help solve investigations. 
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Aired July  21, 2019 

Memorial Golf Tournament to Benefit Local Youth:  Family, friends and the community will 
honor the life of Pierce Corcoran during an inaugural event set for August. The Pierce Corcoran 
Memorial Golf Tournament will take place on Monday, August 5th at The Club at Gettysvue. 
Pierce died in a car crash on Alcoa Highway in December 2018. In honor and memory of Pierce’s 
life, the Pierce Corcoran Memorial Golf Tournament will serve to benefit the Knoxville 
community through the Emerald Youth Foundation and their vision to make Knoxville a city 
where every child in every neighborhood has the opportunity to lead a full life. “Pierce played 
sports in Emerald Youth leagues when he was younger and had many great memories from 
those days,” said D.J. and Wendy Corcoran, Pierce’s parents, “We’re excited to raise money so 
other kids can have the opportunity to make life long memories with Emerald Youth.” Nearly a 
hundred golfers will take part in in the morning flight starting at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Aired July 28, 2019 

FBI Female Symposium: (repeat from July 14) Need a career? A change in jobs? The FBI plans to 
hire more than 1000 new employees across the country. And, on Aug 1, 2019, the Knoxville 
office of the FBI will host a Female Special Agent Symposium. It's to educate women on FBI 
careers. Right now, you can hear from Special Agent in Charge Sherri Onks, who is originally from 
Sevier County. She shares her life story with Michele Silva and you about working for the FBI and 
how it's been a rewarding career. Plus, Special Agent David Bukowski who is also in charge of 
recruiting, outlines the requirements, the benefits, the opportunities of working for the FBI. He 
also explains why women are wanted at this time and how they can help solve investigations.   

  

Summer Safety with ETCH: Drownings are the leading cause of death for kids ages 1-4, 
according to ETCH's Lexi Keiser-Yawn, the Injury Prevention Coordinator. She and Seth Linkous 
(Public Relations & Marketing Director) talk about the importance of watching kids while in and 
around water, without your phones in hands, tips to do it as in take turns counting kids, how 
quickly children can drown, what it looks and sounds like. Aside from water safety, we talk about 
the importance of proper car seat installation and where you can go to be sure yours installed 
correctly to ensure a safe summer vacation season!   
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Get Ready for Irishfest on the Hill: Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 10th. Starting at 
4pm you can enjoy some authentic Irish food including corned beef and cabbage, shepherd’s pie, 
and bangers and mash. Irishfest on the Hill organizer Deborah Allen shares the menu along with 
with line-up of music and entertainment, which will be performed on two stages. Learn how 
money from the tickets, food, and auction benefit improvements to the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church and other organizations in the area. 

 

$10,000 Could be Yours at Slimfest 2019: If you like live entertainment and a chance to win 
some awesome prizes – like $10,000 in cash, Blount County is the place to be on August 10th for 
Slimfest 2019.  Promoter, Steve Stilts shares all of the fun happening for this 14th annual free 
outdoor festival from 6pm-10pm, featuring Smooth Groove & special guest Avenue C. It's an 
evening at the New Midland Plaza Amphitheater in Alcoa. Adults enjoy a fun night out and raise 
money for children. Proceeds benefit FOP Shop with a Cop and JSL Toys for Blount County.  There 
is a $10,000 CASH reverse raffle with taxes paid and other great prizes. www.slimfest.org  

 

Aired August 11, 2019 

Power of the Purse to Benefit Mobile Meals: Gently used purses are being collected to be sold 
at this annual event that raises money to support Knox County's Mobile Meals program. More 
than 900 seniors receive hot meals daily, through the program.  Manager, Judith Pelot explains 
how the program works, the need for volunteers, where to donate purses and jewelry, and then 
a rundown of the Power of the Purse event and how to purchase tickets. 

  

Keep Knoxville Beautiful Hosting Clean-up Events: Keep Knoxville Beautiful needs volunteers for 
the first community of the year cleanup for Northwest Knoxville. It's on August 24 from 9am-
11am in Mechanicsville. Executive Director of KKB, Alanna McKissack gives us all the details on 
this event and other upcoming clean-ups for people who want to donate their time to clean the 
city. Also, a wrap up of litter pickups in 2018, with amounts collected and volunteers attended. 
Hear about the "unique" items found during these events and the habitual people trashing the 
city. Plus, how KKB is educating the younger generation about the local non-profit's mission to 
promote a cleaner, greener, and more beautiful community. www.keepknoxvillebeautiful.org  

 

http://www.keepknoxvillebeautiful.org/
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Aired August 18, 2019 

DreamBikes- Tour DeBluen:  An exciting new event is hitting downtown Knoxville in August. It's 
the Tour de Blühen! DreamBikes General Manager Mitchell Connell and Preston Flahery of 
Blühen Botanicals explain how they will collaborate for this inaugural bike ride to bring 
awareness to the charity that provides training and jobs for at risk youth. The teens learn how to 
repair bikes and work retail in the DreamBikes shop. The bike ride will take place on Saturday, 
August 24 and kick-off at 11am at DreamBikes. With stops at Hi-Wire Brewing, Island Home Park, 
and Blühen Botanicals along the way, the tour will ultimately land at Sunset on Central, a free 
music festival taking place at the Central Filling Station. 

  

Aired August 25, 2019 

Power of the Purse to Benefit Mobile Meals: (Repeat from August 11) Gently used purses are 
being collected to be sold at this annual event that raises money to support Knox County's 
Mobile Meals program. More than 900 seniors receive hot meals daily, through the program.  
Manager, Judith Pelot explains how the program works, the need for volunteers, where to 
donate purses and jewelry, and then a rundown of the Power of the Purse event and how to 
purchase tickets. 

Keep Knoxville Beautiful Hosting Clean-up Events: (repeat from August 11) Keep Knoxville 
Beautiful needs volunteers for the first community of the year cleanup for Northwest Knoxville. 
It's on August 24 from 9am-11am in Mechanicsville. Executive Director of KKB, Alanna McKissack 
gives us all the details on this event and other upcoming clean-ups for people who want to 
donate their time to clean the city. Also, a wrap up of litter pickups in 2018, with amounts 
collected and volunteers attended. Hear about the "unique" items found during these events 
and the habitual people trashing the city. Plus, how KKB is educating the younger generation 
about the local non-profit's mission to promote a cleaner, greener, and more beautiful 
community. www.keepknoxvillebeautiful.org 
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Aired September 1, 2019 

IndiaFest Moving to World’s Fair Park:  Mark your calendars now for IndiaFest Knoxville 2019. It 
will be on Saturday, September 21st from 11am-4pm. Michele Silva introduces us to Hemal Tailor, 
one of the chairpersons for the event. Tailor shares the Indian culture with us, the food, fun and 
activities to expect at the festival. She explains how it has grown each year and why the Hindu 
Community moved IndiaFest to World's Fair Park.  

Knox County Greenway Shares Study: A study on expanding the greenway corridor for Knox and 
Blount Counties is being revealed at several gatherings in Knoxville and they are open to the 
public. Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation in Knox County , Mike Donilla shares the info 
gathered at public input meetings held several weeks ago and the proposals made for connecting 
and expanding the paved and unpaved greenways.  Donilla also reveals plans for a new park they 
hope to open in the fall! 

 

Aired September 8, 2019 

The Faces of Rescues: Photo Wall: This fall, Small Breed Rescue is hosting The Faces of Rescue. 
They are collaborating with The Big Camera to capture pictures of dogs form any rescue. There will 
be 200 photos that will be professionally taken and then plastered on a two story wall outside the 
Crafty Bastard Brewery on Central Avenue. SBRET.com’s Karen Marquand & Missy Martin tell us 
how to get your pup on the wall, the cost, the times for the photo shoots, and the unveiling party. 
Also, hear how the rescue runs and other events coming up! 

Trick and Triva for Interfaith Health Clinic:  This is a fun Halloween event to with dressing up and 
competing in trivia to benefit the clinic. Organizer, Aaron Price explains how to sign up and be a 
part of the fun. He also explains how the clinic operates and provides care for the working poor. 
www.Interfaithhealthcare.org  

  

Aired September 15, 2019 

40th Annual Greekfest : It’s time to get ready for Greekfest! It’s September 27-29th at St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church in Knoxville. Committee member Alex Ciborowski shares the line-up of 
music and entertainment along with the list of menu items the church families are cooking up and 
how to purchase. Also we talk about the church tours following the devastating fire more than 
four years ago and how the church has been rebuilt. Shuttles are being used once again and they 
do accept credit cards. www.greekfesttn.com  

 

 

http://www.interfaithhealthcare.org/
http://www.greekfesttn.com/
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Clean Fun at the Marine Mud Run: This course will be CHALLENGING, says Sam Ruble, a Retired 
Marine and member of the Knoxville Marine Corp League. There’s  approximately 3 miles of off-
road running, (or walking or watching) which entails some obstacles, hills, and of course, mud pits. 
This off road 5K adventure takes you across scenic trails and fields, obstacles, mud, and water. 
There’s even a different course for kids if they choose. It is open to individuals and teams. Melton 
Hill Lake and local Rural Metro Fire Dept is available for those who will need to be cleansed 
afterwards...Marines will make sure you successfully complete their course! Funds raised go to 
several charities, many of them in East Tennessee. www.KnoxMud.org  

 

Aired September 22, 2019 

A Ride for Emily Huber: Friends and family coming together and asking for community support for 
Emily Huber. She is a nurse at Blount Memorial Hospital. The 28 year old mom was diagnosed with 
breast cancer last year (one month after giving birth to her son).  She underwent a bilateral 
mastectomy followed by chemotherapy and radiation. Then, unfortunately, she was diagnosed 
with metastatic breast cancer with involvement of the brain and spine. To raise money, a Harley 
ride and benefit dinner with a silent auction is planned for October 26, 2019. The goal is to raise as 
much money as possible to help this family with medical expenses and daily living expenses. 
Friends Robyn Helton and Sandi Palmer explain how the community can help.  

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful: Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful will soon launch a month-
long tour of weekend cleanups and awards ceremonies in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Kentucky in celebration of October being declared ‘Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful Month.’ 
Executive director, Kathleen Gibi stops by to describe the trash that ends up in our river and lakes, 
how it gets there, and KTNRB's plans to educate, create awareness and clean it up! But, they need 
volunteers! “We’re just happy that Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful is able to facilitate events 
and resources that are inspiring so many people to take action!” KTNRB has rallied more than 
1,000 volunteers to remove over 70,000 pounds of trash from the Tennessee River and its 
tributaries.  https://www.keeptnriverbeautiful.org/ 

 

http://www.knoxmud.org/
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Aired September 29, 2019 

Round up for Homeless Pets: Pilot is teaming up with the Humane Society of the TN Valley. For 
two weeks, people can round up their change inside Pilot stores and the money will go to the 
animal shelter in Knoxville. Teresa Underwood, the Development Director for the HSTTV, explains 
the round-up, as well as the need for fosters, volunteers, and homes for the abandoned pets. We 
also talk about items that can be donated,, National Cat Day and the need for older cats to find 
homes, and upcoming events.  

Final Day for  Greekfest : This is your last chance to attend the 40th Annual Greekfest! It’s open 
Sunday from 11am-6pm at St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Knoxville. Committee member 
Alex Ciborowski shares the line-up of music and entertainment along with the list of menu items 
the church families are cooking up and how to purchase. Also we talk about the church tours 
following the devastating fire more than four years ago and how the church has been rebuilt. 
Shuttles are being used once again and they do accept credit cards. www.greekfesttn.com  

 

 

http://www.greekfesttn.com/

