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Public Affairs
WBAK-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Paul LePage's weekly radio 
address and the response from the Democrat Party in Maine. Each address runs roughly 5 
minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 7:00am

1/5: Hot & Cold Host Tom Gocze discusses the importance of keeping your roof free of 
snow for fear of damage or collapse. Photographer, Musician & Author Tom Morelli 
speaks of his book "Two Minutes At The Gate" that speaks of his near-death experience.  

1/12: This week’s Maine View was an interview with Patrick Guerrette. He is a youth 
program facilitator at the Waterville Area Boys and Girls Club and YMCA and the 
director of the annual Maine Pond Hockey Classic tournaments. This year marks the 
second for the event, held at China Lake in China, Maine. Hundreds of amateur players 
will compete in seven divisions of pond hockey over a two-day period.  The categories of 
players include Open Division, Women's, Recreation, College, Under-14, Under-10, and 
Free Agents. There is an entry fee, and each team is promised at least four round-robin 
games - and more games if they reach the championship round. The teams play on a 
"rink" surface of 60 feet wide and 120 feet long. The games are one half hour each, 
comprised of two halves of fifteen minutes. Each team plays four players at a time, and 
cannot have more than seven players on their roster. There is no slap-shooting, and the 
"goal" is a low target just inches off the ice. Guerrette said he is hoping for better weather 
than the initial year in 2013. It snowed heavily the day before the tournament, and wind-
blown snow made keeping the ice surfaces nearly impossible. He said he hopes better 
equipment (and more of it) will make conditions much better in 2014. Teams registered 
come from Maine, elsewhere in New England, and as far away as New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. All proceeds from the tournament benefit the activities of the Waterville 
Area Boys and Girls Club and YMCA. Dozens of volunteers, Guerrette said, make the 
event possible.

1/19: Julie Rabinowitz of Maine's Department of Labor explains the methodology behind 
the latest salary survey in Maine, explaining which careers earn the most in Maine.  She 
also explains why the self-employed are accounted for in the latest report.  Also, Cancer 
Survivor Jeni Lloyd and a guest nutritionist explain the truth behind the juicing craze.  
What fruits and vegetables might give you the edge against cancer if run through a juicer.  
And how about the return on investment considering the cost of healthy foods?



1/26:  State Representative Adam Goode (D-Bangor) talks of measures in the Legislature 
that counter the Governor's suggestion that Maine suspend Revenue Sharing to towns and 
cities.  Goode suggests lawmakers are looking at existing tax breaks for corporation that 
he claims are misused.  By shelving some of the cuts, Goode argues the State can take in 
more revenue.  But does that risk shoving businesses out of Maine? Also, Mark Latti of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife crunch the numbers of Maine's most recent Moose Hunt.  
Another record year.  Are we risking our moose population?  How much money does it 
bring in?  And what does this mean for next season?

2/2: This week’s Maine View was with Mila Tappan, College Access Counselor for the 
Finance Authority of Maine (FAME). The Authority, based in Augusta, is known for its 
30 years of helping people reach their business and educational goals. The discussion 
centered on FAFSA forms, the free application for student federal aid.  This is the time of 
the year prospective college students should complete the form even if they have not 
finalized their college choice. The FAFSA form is key to the distribution of grant and/or 
scholarship money from the Authority's college subscribers. The form, which requires 
income information from parents, MAY require some estimates, especially if parental 
income tax forms have not yet been prepared. Students can later input the actual numbers 
on the FAFSA once filing is completed. Students are encouraged to seek FAME's 
assistance in filing the form, and attending one of the scheduled workshops.  It is 
important to file the FAFSA form as early as possible to be in-line for any available 
monies.

2/9: This week's edition of MaineView (02 08 14) welcomes Bangor City Council 
Chairman Ben Sprague, the City's youngest-ever mayor, to our studio to discuss his 38 
point plan to attract more entrepreneurs and families to Maine's Queen City.  Joining the 
discussion and analysis are Paul Tormey or TD Bank and Thomas Hicks, an accountant 
with JT Hicks and Associates of Brewer.  Sprague offers ideas on tax incentives and 
marketing of Maine's third-largest city and growing region and answers questions posed 
by the panel.  Sprague also suggests stronger use of technology and social media to 
attract the eye of those who might consider the Queen City.  

2/16: This week's edition of MaineView (02 15 14) features a roundtable with First Lady 
Ann LePage, Dean Lechance of Bread of Life Ministries and Quad-Amputee Veteran 
Travis Mills concerning efforts to raise 3.5 million dollars for a recreational camp for 
disabled veterans and their families.  A camp exists in Maine's Belgrade Lakes region, 
but much more is needed to see the project reach its potential.  While Lachance discusses 
avenues for sponsorship, Mills touches on the challenges of being a disabled vet, and 
LePage makes the call for donations.  Also, we speak with Heather McCarthy of the 
American Folk Festival about is the upcoming Color Run, a just short of a 5K during 
which white-clad participants are pelted with colored corn starch.  They cross the finish 
line looking multi-colored.  McCarthy talks of the reason, the route, the group rate and 
the date of the event.



2/23: Blueberry Broadcasting conducted an interview with Mike Duguay, Director of Business 
Development for Summit Natural Gas of Maine. The bulk of the interview was an update of the 
massive project bringing natural gas to many communities along the Kennebec River corridor in 
central Maine. Duguay said the larger pipeline installation is complete and the impetus now is the 
smaller lines that will lead to neighborhoods and eeventually to all homes and businesses that want it. 
Several municipalities are already using Summit Natural gas, including the Augusta Municipal 
Building, Cony High School of Augusta, and the Gardiner Public Library.
-Duguay talked about the rebate incentives to install gas service, and the more than 30 per cent 
savings it will provide to customers now using other forms of heating and cooling. Duguay also said 
Summit will eventually look at entering other markets in western and northern Maine.

3/2: This week we present a special edition of MaineView.A fifth grade teacher from 
Bucksport jumped to her death from the Penobscot Narrows Bridge between Verona and 
Prospect.  The George Hale Ric Tyler Show embraced this as a delicate but necessary 
topic, asking should the state invest in protective measures?  San Francisco's Golden Gate 
Bridge and the Tappan Zee in New York use preventative measures including signage, 
emergency phone lines and in some cases, fencing or nets.  The husband of the teacher 
called in.  He spoke of his frustration, lack of direction and even expressed the desire to 
follow his wife.  We did our best to reach out to him, engage him, encourage him and 
lead him to the help he might need.  The following day, GHRT called upon Greg Marley, 
a Clinical Director for NAMI Maine, the National Alliance on Mental Illness in Portland.  
Greg shared the startling statistics concerning suicide in Maine and what NAMI is trying 
to do.  Greg also strongly suggested what society must watch for when seeking signs of 
those who might consider harming themselves.  We broadcast the Maine suicide hotline 
(1-888-568-1112) several times during the segment.

3/9: This week's edition of MaineView shares three stories of heartbreak, hope and 
inspiration.  First, Guest Co-host Chris Greeley joins Ric Tyler in speaking with Emily 
Besse, who lost her infant daughter Ezra to Spinal Muscular Atrophy.  Emily shared her 
story of heartbreak and commitment to funding research to find a cure for this genetic 
disease.  Emily directs us to a Sunday March 9th event at Halldale High School to raise 
money and awareness, plus the website www.heartsforezra.org.  Second, Guest Co-host 
Dennis Marble joins Ric Tyler in welcoming for Bangor Police Chief Don Winslow into 
our studios.  Winslow's wife beat cancer.  Then he beat cancer.  Two weeks into his 
campaign for Sheriff of Penobscot County, he learned what felt like a chest cold was in 
fact cancer.  Inoperable.  Coreena O'Brien joins the segment with news of a March 15th 
fundraiser for the Winslow's. Finally, Guest Co-host Paul Tormey and Ric Tyler meet 
Orono Middle Schooler Nathan Manaker, who didn't practice yet won last weekend's 
Penobscot County Spelling Bee, correctly spelling tertiary.  Nathan tells his story and his 
hopes for the National Spelling Bee in May, his upcoming performances with the 
Penobscot Theatre Company, plus, Nathan challenges Ric and Paul to spell "mahi mahi" 
and "kabuki."     

3/16: This week’s interview was with Betty Palmer, Executive Director of the Mid-Maine 
Homeless Shelter in Waterville. One of 50 emergency centers in the state of Maine, the 

http://www.heartsforezra.org


Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter was a new building completed in 2012. It was funded with 
over 2.7 million dollars in donated money, and the shelter is not in debt. The organization 
has been in existence for 24 years, having been founded by the Interfaith Council in 
1990. Palmer, one of only four staff members, said the shelter is filled to capacity every 
night, and every effort is made to find shelter for those who do not have space. Those in 
the shelter have access to Preventative Case Management, other available housing, and 
tutoring in a Homeless Prevention Program.  Palmer said two things are of utmost 
importance: volunteers and donations. Over 300 area volunteers put in at least some 
hours every month at the shelter and donations of all kinds (food, clothing, bedding, 
books, and furniture) are always accepted. Items are not just needed for the shelter but for 
helping individuals and families "set up house" when they get back on their feet. Palmer 
said there is a stigma attached to homelessness, but many persons are just a lost job or 
financial crisis away from it. Fund raising activities are planned for each month, 
including the upcoming Maine State Credit Union's 'Walk to Stop Hunger' in April.

3/23: This week's edition of MaineView highlighted the upcoming Hike For The 
Homeless April 12th.  Thousands of participants from Bangor-region communities will 
begin at point in surrounding towns and cities and walk to Bangor's waterfront.  Tristan 
and Noah Gardiner of Hampden Academy join Dennis Marble of the Bangor-area 
Homeless Shelter in discussing the importance of supporting the shelter. Former Bangor 
Police Chief Ron Gastia details the law enforcement community's support for the Special 
Olympics, including the annual Torch Run, Tip A Cop and Donut Eating Contests.  But 
now police are ready to go where they've never gone before to support Special Olympics: 
in the cold, cold water of Maranacook Lake in mid-April. And current Penobscot Theatre 
artistic director Bari Newport and former Penobscot Theatre artistic director Mark Torres 
speak of the latest production at Bangor's historic Opera House, God Of Carnage.  
Newport and Torres recall how the arts scene has changed over the years plus preview 
the play that Torres recently directed in New York for which he returned to Maine.  

3/30: This week's edition of MaineView features Department of Health and Human 
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew's thoughts on four of Governor Paul LePage's 
bills to reform EBT for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.  LePage notes 
recipients are using EBT out of state in such locations as Disney World, strip clubs and 
Las Vegas casinos.  Mayhew warns that every dollar abused or defrauded is a dollar kept 
from truly needy families in Maine. Also, MaineView meets with University of Maine 
Athletic Director Karlton Creech,  After five months on the job, he reflects on challenges 
to the teams, the arrest and charge of murder against a football player, the tightening 
budgets and his adapting to the colder weather of Maine versus North Carolina.


