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1. U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Representative Ed Whitfield announced Friday 
the U.S. Department of Labor has approved nearly $4.6 million for the West Kentucky Workforce 
Investment Board to assist dislocated workers and their families affected by the end of uranium 
enrichment activities at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant. The funding will help 875 workers from 
the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant.  

2. The new general manager of Paducah Power System brings along some professional baggage as he 
moves from Lubbock, TX to western Kentucky. Dr. Gary Zheng was just hired by the utility, which has 
been highly scrutinized since rates have skyrocketed, related to the current economy and debt service 
from their investment in the Prairie State Energy Campus. But PPS board members apparently liked 
their new man enough to face more criticism over his past.  

3. A developer's plan to build a Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Paducah has hit a major snag. In 
a news release, Mayor Gayle Kaler said Senate Hospitality, the developer behind a project to build the 
hotel attached to the Paducah McCracken County Convention & Expo Center has failed to secure a 
bank loan for the project, which was one of the requirements mandated by the city commission.  

4. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has formally notified Honeywell of a violation in how the 
company classified a chemical leak last October. The company originally classified the October 26 
release of UF6 as a "plant emergency", but in a Notice of Violation the NRC informed Honeywell that 
the leak should have been classified as an "alert." The NRC report also says the plant properly 
mitigated the release, and did not cause any danger to the community.  

5. A shuttered western Kentucky college has placed its bankruptcy case on hold until it can start 
collecting $11.7 million in student debt in hopes of returning to operations as a Bible college. The 
Paducah Sun reports Mid-Continent University attorney Mark Whitlow filed a request last week asking 
the federal bankruptcy court to extend its deadline to submit a reorganization plan to May 1. It was 
originally due on Thursday, but the school says it is still waiting on approval from the attorney general's 
office to collect student debt.  

6. Electronics chain Radio Shack filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy last week. Now, Radio Shack 
officials have released a list of over 1700 locations that will close for good. In western Kentucky, the 
store on Hinkleville Road in Paducah and the store at Wyatt Crossing in Mayfield, along with stores in 
Princeton and Hopkinsville, will close. Paducah's southside store and Murray's Radio Shack do not 
appear on the store closing list released yesterday.  

7. Asian carp in western Kentucky may have met their match. Gov. Steve Beshear on Tuesday 
announced Blue Shore Fishery LLC is locating a facility in Graves County. Blue Shore, a manufacturer 
of healthy food products from Asian carp, is expected to create up to 66 new jobs and invest $1.3 
million into the project. The company plans to sell to wholesale and retail markets in the U.S. and 
China.  

8. Murray State University will become a tobacco-free campus effective in August. The tobacco policy 
approved by the board of regents on Friday applies to faculty, staff, students and visitors to the main 



campus, and its regional campuses in Henderson, Hopkinsville, Fort Campbell, Madisonville and 
Paducah. The rule applies to e-cigarettes as well as cigarettes, cigars, pipes and unlit tobacco such as 
snuff or dip.  

9. The McCracken County Fiscal Court voted Monday night to go ahead with a long-discussed merger 
between two local animal facilities. In a unanimous vote, commissioners authorized a contract between 
the McCracken County Animal Shelter and the McCracken County Humane Society, which will 
become the only taxpayer funded animal facility in the county.  

10. The United Steelworkers Union and Honeywell representatives have reached an agreement on a 
new contract. Honeywell spokesman Peter Dalpe said in a Friday statement that the union has voted to 
ratify the settlement that was reached last week, ending the work stoppage at Honeywell’s Metropolis 
facility.  

 


