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Assessment of Issues for this quarter:  Issues important to our 
community are gleaned from Lions Club, law enforcement, business 
owners, city/county/state employees, politicians, other media, Facebook 
and Twitter postings, conversations with community members at 
community concerts, special events and other functions. 
 
 

Section I. Issues. 
 
A. Education: Issues relating to Public School education and community 

college in our community, and other educational opportunities. 

 

B. Public Safety: The discussion of traffic, weather, and community safety in 

our area. 

 

C. Government: The discussion of policies related to our government both 

statewide and local issues. 

 

D.  Agriculture: The many issues relating to Agriculture including 

government programs. 

 

E.  Quality of Life:  Issues relating to the overall health and living conditions 

of our community. 

 

 
Section II. Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the 



above-referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out 

below. 
 
 
Education:  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 4 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Katie Barron, 
Morgan Community College. Summer registration is underway and will be open for the next 
couple of months. MCC FBLA students had a fundraiser on April 5 proceeds are to benefit their 
club. CACE events are changing at the downtown gallery for the public. The CACE gallery is 
free to the public. A brown bag book talk will be on Apirl 10 with author Greggory Hill, Apirl 17 is 
the jazz ensemble which includes members of the MCC, FMMS and FMHS bands. A Spring 
dinner theatre will be held on April 26 & 27 at the Sanctuary in Fort Morgan.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 4 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with some of the 
Fort Morgan FFA members.They talked about importance of having a school farm. It is a new 
project that includes different classrooms of the High School and local businesses. It will be a 
true community project. This gives kids an opportunity to see what farm life looks like. The barn 
is located just North of the bus barn in Fort Morgan. Animals that are kept at the barn can be fair 
animals or used to assist students to further their education in animal care or become a vet.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 4 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Dr. Michelle 
Johnstone, Brush public Schools. She discussed the testing that the students are doing 
currently. It is like a online version of ACTs and focused around Social Studies and Science. 
There is some final ACT’s that are also being completed. They are hoping for more immediate 
responses with the scores for the teaching staff to be more proactive in helping the students. 
They are also planning on NWEA testing for end of year. Budget planning is also underway. 
They are pleased with the community support for this year. They will be looking at a ballot 
override for next year.  Superintendents across the state has been working to gain monies for 
education. They are gaining progress but the government wants to control how that money is 
spent in each district. With the Mill levy override this is where they are. There is a group forming 
and has begun forming questions that would be pertainable for the ballot.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on May 82014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Aaron Oberg, 
Brush School District. He talked about the changes in the Senate with legislation votes have 
now opened up money for K-12. The School District will be participating in the READ Act to 
allow the district to focus on 3rd graders more. 
 
 
 
 
 



Morgan Matters- Broadcast on May 13 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with FMSD, 
Carol Torhmolen. She discussed the house bill which requires schools to provide breakfast to 
students after the first bell has rang. What and how to serve the meals is being evaluated as 
well as how to recycle the menu selections. Their program expects to move into the next phase 
of teaching children how to choose food selections that are more healthy. The free summer 
lunch program will continue this year. Lunch will be served to any child under 18 for free, adults 
for a small fee and will be inside City Park 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on June 3 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Ron 
Prascher, Brush Chamber of Commerce. He promoted the Brush Museum had undergone some 
changes in look and will be hosting a sack lunch on June 6 and every 1st Friday with a 
presentation. The Chamber luncheon is hosted by the chamber the second Wednesday of each 
month at Bunker Hill country club. The office is busy receiving parade entries for the 4th of July 
rodeo parade and the chamber and City will be holding the annual Customer Appreciation BBQ 
in EMCL park on July 22. 
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on June 25 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Lanny 
Paige FM Library and Museum. He promoted the summer reading program at the FMPL that is 
happening now.  The museum is also having a grand opening on June 7 between 10a-4p. The 
Museum will also host a brown bag lunch and presentation on June 10 with the topic Getting to 
know your city departments. 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Safety: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Thursday, April 5 2014-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Roger Dahl, Fort Morgan Police Department. He discussed the dangers of Meth labs in the 
community. Recently, there was an arrest in the Fort Morgan area. The public can be helpful to 
law enforcement by reporting suspicious activity. Some signs that are recommended to look for 
include, unusual smells from a house or garage. windows that are covered and excessive trash. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Thursday, June 19 2014-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Burl Giffin, Colorado State Patrol. They discussed the upcoming 4th of July celebrations in 
Brush and how people should be safe and follow the seat belt laws of the state of Colorado. Car 
seats are mandatory for ages 0-4, until the age of 8 children should be in a booster seat, and 
then in a seat belt until any time in a car. Children under the age of 18 should never ride in the 
back of a pickup truck. 
 



 
 
 
Government:  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday, April 18 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Cassandra Wilson, Morgan County Economic Development. She is working hard with some new 
industries to see if Morgan County would be a good fit for them and hopefully generate 
additional business growth in our area. Some of those include Energy, Food, and Wellness. Her 
office is also busy processing applications for the board to review for interviews to fill Cassy’s 
position which she will officially leave May 2. A benefit for a company -especially large 
companies to work with MCEDC is that MCEDC can be the liaison for the business to the 
City/community and the information doesn’t go public until the company is ready. Ft. Morgan 
Round table is April 25 at the Country Steak Out. Last legislature coffee is on Monday April 28. 
This will be the last one until the next legislative session begins.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday, April 25 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Bob 
Wooldrige, Morgan County Assor. He discussed how they discover, assess and tax properties 
across the state. This includes residential and business. There are a lot of places that are not 
occupied and open for someone to use. Residential sales market is still stagnant for our 
area.He doesn’t see a huge increase for in-town property purchases compared to homes in the 
country-which sell for higher prices. He also looked at how property values are increased in 
areas in the eyes of the federal government and how the agriculture world plays a part for each 
geographical area. In an event like a major flood or natural disaster, his office is the one that is 
responsible for assessing the damage. Morgan County was well prepared and the properties 
identified were approximately 52 properties. They also work with FEMA. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on May 16 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Jeff Wells, 
Fort Morgan City Manager. He discussed the new (re)hire at MCEDC, that position begins July 
1 and replaces Cassandra Wilson.  The City is working on plans to rebuild Riverside Park and 
the baseball fields. The summer has also brought the swimming pool opening which has been 
busy. Lodging tax implemented into FM to grow the city’s income by 2% over all. The City is 
really focused on improving the FM Community. Pedal the Plains is going to be a huge impact in 
FM in September.  
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on May 23 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Steve 
Romero, Department of Human Services. He discussed the Medicaid program and insurance 
changes that their office has been experiencing in the first part of 2014. They are receiving 
100-200 applications per month. Currently 3400 residents are on Medicaid in our county, TANIF 
$ is available to 90 families in Morgan County with 10% of the county on food assistance. 
Unemployment levels are at an acceptable number for our county but could improve. Budget 
cuts due to the recession doesn’t allow additional staff to off set the workload and demand on 



the department. 
 
 
 
Agriculture: 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday, April 25 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Bob 
Wooldrige, Morgan County Assor. He discussed how they discover, assess and tax properties 
across the state. This includes residential and business. There are a lot of places that are not 
occupied and open for someone to use. Residential sales market is still stagnant for our 
area.He doesn’t see a huge increase for in-town property purchases compared to homes in the 
country-which sell for higher prices. He also looked at how property values are increased in 
areas in the eyes of the federal government and how the agriculture world plays a part for each 
geographical area. In an event like a major flood or natural disaster, his office is the one that is 
responsible for assessing the damage. Morgan County was well prepared and the properties 
identified were approximately 52 properties. They also work with FEMA. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday, June 6 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Louann Boyer, Morgan County CSU Extension office. She discussed the upcoming Morgan 
County Fair preparations for 4-H participants. She also promoted the food preparation classes 
that she holds. She also announced that she is going to retire on July 3. 
 
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday, June 6 2014-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Jim 
Zwetzig, County Commissioner, Marlin Isonic and Jody Meyer with CSU Extension Office. They 
discussed the upcoming Morgan County Fair Schedule and the newest changes. It really is a 
tight schedule for participants.  They have scheduled the 2014 from Aug 1-7. The Fair board is 
very appreciative of the community support. The competitions that the youth participate in each 
year is successful only because of the many businesses and individuals that help out. 
Wednesday night steak fry is open to the community and families are encouraged to attend. 
Please check the Extension Office web site for a complete schedule. 
 
Quality of Life: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 1 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Ron 
Prascher, Brush Chamber of Commerce. He recapped the Ag Appreciation dinner that was held 
in March. there was about 300 in attendance, bison and beef steaks along with  a cowboy poet 
for entertainment. The Chamber also had a Main Street evaluation which was a 2 day event. 
The Chamber has applied to become a graduate community. There was a team from the state 
that came down to evaluate the community and they will provide a written recommendation and 
decision in May. SOS update was also provided. The committee is currently just shy of the 
$60,000 goal. There is a projector bid that is currently being reviewed and it looks like the new 



projector.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 7 2014-Duration 6 minutes. Discussion with Cherly 
Sanchez, Fort Morgan Chamber of Commerce. She discussed what role the chamber plays for 
the community. They are the information hub for the area. They are currently the recipient of a 
$5,000 stipend from the travel and tourism committee so the chamber office can become an 
information hub. In 1029 the Fort MOrgan will be 100 years old. The upcoming events for the 
summer include a community breakfast on July 12 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 1 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Tersha Kane, 
Director of the Morgan COunty Chorale. She was in studio to promote the Morgan County 
Chorale annual concert and dinner theatre. It is a celebration of 100 years of music. The dinner 
theatre will be held at the Sanctuary west of Fort Morgan on Saturday and Sunday, April 26 & 
27. Children are welcome to attend and are encouraged.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 22, 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Dr.  Lauren 
Brandon, Banner Health. He discussed a very common problem-nail fungus. It is treatable with 
external and internal medicine and is more common than most people realize. Most toe fungus 
issues begin with an injury to the toe. This includes discoloration, change in thickness of the 
nail, and pain the root of the nail. Women should be aware of the effect of nail polish on your toe 
nails and that it does play a part in fungus growth. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on April 24 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Jay 
Cockran, The City of Fort Morgan Rec Department. They are registering for t-ball and rec 
league baseball. They also are gearing up for Miles of Smiles which is a fitness program of 
children. This is the second year for this program-open for ages 2-5 years. Swim lessons are 
open for registration. Pool opens May 28 on memorial day. Anyone interested in signing up for 
any programs can check out the city’s website. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on May 19 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Nadine 
Benham. She spoke to the upcoming Relay for Life event in FM on June 13-14. This annual and 
national event is held to raise funds to cure cancer, celebrate the lives of those who have beat 
cancer and honor the memory of those who have passed on. They are planning several games 
and entertainment will be at the all night event.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on May 19 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Sandy 
Engle, H. R. and Eli Martin, Athletic Trainer, for CPMC. They invite the listeners to come and 
join in the Hospitals annual foundation golf tournament July 18. They also encouraged everyone 
to be sure to start, or stay fit over the summer months. Staying fit will increase your chance at 
prolonged healthy living. CPMC offers tips to help individuals stay in shape such as “Ag 
Olympics” and healthy eating for a balanced diet in ones life 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on June 30 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Cheryl 



Sanchez, FM Chamber. She promoted the Business After Hours events planned with chamber 
members along with the Brown bag lunch on June 10 at the CSU Extension office. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on June 30 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Sandy 
Engle and Marshall Unrein PA both with Colorado Plains Medical Center. They talked about the 
importance of doing annual visits with your doctor to detect any changes in your overall health. 
Scheduling sports physicals so you are not behind when August comes around. Also, they are 
having a open house and Chamber ribbon cutting on Monday June 30 from 4:30-6pm. This will 
be a good time to see the new updates that have been done to the hospital and meet the 
providers. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on June 30 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Terry 
McAlister, Mayor of Fort Morgan. He discussed the recent heavy rain storms and the related 
street flooding. The City Street crews will be working on street paving around town. Glenn Miller 
Swing Fest (the past weekend) was a huge success and the FM community is excited to see 
the Brush Rodeo come to town in a couple of weeks. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on June  24 2014-Duration 14 minutes. Discussion with Linda 
Thorp, CEO of EMCH. She discussed the updates of the hospital and the construction sneak 
peek open house on Friday, June 27. This is open to the community. They have added several 
new rooms, new lobby & gift shop, kitchen and dining area etc. A grand total of 32,000 square 
feet plus shelf space to allow future growth. They are also using the latest in technology for 
medical equipment and they are hopeful to add a maternity option to EMCH.  Dec. 9 is being 
planned as their official Open House date 


