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Quarterly Issues Program List for Station – B106 
January - March 2014 

 
Assessment of Issues for this quarter:  Issues important to our 
community are gleaned from Lions Club, law enforcement, business 
owners, city/county/state employees, politicians, other media, Facebook 
and Twitter postings, conversations with community members at 
community concerts, special events and other functions. 
 
 

Section I. Issues. 
 
A. Education: Issues relating to Public School education and community 

college in our community. 

 

B. Public Safety: The discussion of traffic, weather, and community safety in 

our area. 

 

C. Government: The discussion of policies related to our government both 

statewide and local issues. 

 

D.  Health: Programs and issues regarding health and health care. 

 

E.  Quality of Life:  Issues relating to the overall health and living conditions 

of our community. 

 

 
Section II. Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the 

above-referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out 



below. 
 
 
Education:  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 3 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with LouAnn 
Boyer, CSU Extension office in Morgan County. She discussed the beginning of the extension 
office Healthier Weigh program that is kicking off this month. It is a 12 week program for teams 
of 4. They also provide educational material to help keep people on track. Another topic that she 
covered was making healthy choices at home. They have a 6-week class that teaches people 
how to be quick and healthy when preparing meals which also helps to keep costs down. The 
annual diabetes class is also gearing up this month to help the public learn about being diabetic. 
This is a monthly class that happens the second week of each month at CPMC. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 9 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Aaron 
Oblander, Brush School District Business Manager. He discussed the progress the 
accountability committee and the district has gathered information wise on the changes of the 
budget cuts the district is looking at. It is not going to rush into any decisions. They are looking 
at class sizes going up to 22 students to 1 teacher, a 4 day school week, cutting programs, 
increasing fees and ultimately what does the community want the school district to do to meet 
the budget cut, focus on student achievement, and where costs can be reduced. They have 
identified almost $2 million in ideas at this point.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 9 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Tammy 
Sperry who was here on behalf of the Fort Morgan School District-Sherman School. She talked 
about their Kinder-Care program and the benefits that students receive. They are currently open 
11-3 and are considering extending hours to accommodate parents who work until 5. They do 
provide care during summer break as well. The program is designed for younger children and 
includes a meal plan, nap time, story time, activities, and art projects.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 9 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Michelle 
Sharp, Rural Solutions. They provide education services for the 10 counties of Northeast 
Colorado focusing on poverty and how to break the cycle (teaching classes/facilitate trainings) 
suicide prevention classes and womens health education. Rural solutions is currently putting on 
a training for people to be able to recognize and assist people who are in crisis. The classes will 
be held on Feb. 10 & 11 in Sterling. Suicide is not targeted to a specific age or gender.They are 
seeing an increase in teenagers and middle aged men.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 31 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Val 
Romero, Hospice of the Plains. The annual Hog Roast is going to be on Saturday, February 8 in 
Sterling at the Elks Lodge. There is a live and silent auction that is held and the proceeds go 
towards Hospice to cover things like bereavement follow up with clients (families)  that are not 



normally reimbursed to the staff or volunteers. The local fund raising piece is very important for 
local groups to show the amount of local support that is behind the organization. This also 
assists the organization to receive grants as well. Tickets can be purchased in advance or at the 
door. The event begins at 4:30 with the auction beginning at 5:30. As always, they are always 
looking for volunteers in several capacities. Volunteers do not always need to have patient 
contact. Hospice serves the Northeast region of Colorado including Logan, Morgan, 
Washington, Phillips and Sedgwick counties.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 5 2014-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Katie 
Barron. She reviewed the upcoming Spring semester classes and the financial aid That is 
available. If you are a H.S. Senior, MCC will guarantee $1000.00 for two years if you are in the 
MCC service area to enroll at MCC after your graduation from H.S.  The CACE gallery is open 
currently with a new exhibit from Jackie Hart. MCC is also helping community members to file 
their taxes. MCC tax certified students will prepare your taxes and file them for families earning 
no more than $50,000 annually. This service is free.  Also, the annual MCC gala is coming up 
for the business and community members to attend. It is feb. 28 at 6pm at the Country Steak 
Out. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 13 2014-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Aaron 
Oberg, Brush School District and Emma Mortensen BHS FFA. Aaron discussed the progress of 
the district gathering community information on the upcoming budget cuts. There is another 
community meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 18 before the School Board meeting beginning at 6pm 
Emma discussed the upcoming FFA Oyster Fry and Member Auction on March 1 at the Brush 
High School and did plug the event on March 14.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 10 2014-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Sue 
Sabis, Hospice of Northern Colorado. She discussed the need for Social workers with Hospice. 
It is important for the patients to “come to terms” with things in their lives. Also, to make sure 
that they are at peace with different issues that they have experienced and there is closure. 
When people who are transitioning from life to death it is important that they do not have 
unresolved issues or they will not pass on. It is also Social worker month.  
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 13 2014-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Michelle 
Johnstone, Brush Public Schools. TCAP testing is happening this week and next at the schools 
for all grades. After the students return from Spring Break, all 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th graders will 
be participating in Colorado testing that will focus on the topics of Social Studies and Science 
comprehension. She also discussed that the tests do not only affect the students and their 
placement in the future grades but also the teachers and their outcomes in their positions. Dr. 
Johnstone also touched on the budget. Community feedback has been wonderful! Brush 
residents have also been extremely vocal in their calls to state representatives. The decision 
process should begin in April.  



 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 13 2014-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Lanny 
Paige, Fort Morgan Library. He discussed the monthly Getting to know your City people 
meetings. It is held over the lunch hour as a brown bag luncheon on April 8. They still have free 
PC classes at the library that is taught by a local volunteer.  
 
 
Public Safety: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 8-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with John Horton 
with the Morgan County Sheriff's office. He discussed the beginning of the year cold snap and 
how it has been effecting the Sheriff equipment. There has been an increase in metal theft in 
the county mostly on farms. People should be aware of what is happening around them and if 
something looks suspicious, contact the local authorities and they will check it out. There has 
also been a few arsons that they are looking into in the area. The Morgan County Sheriff’s office 
also participated in the Santa’s Golden Stars program this past Christmas and said that the 
many, many families that they provided gifts to were especially appreciative.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 12-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Sheriff Jim 
Crone. He reminded listeners to be extremely careful when out and around power lines-if you 
live or work around power stations or poles. Also, be aware of people who look suspicious in 
areas you feel they do not belong. If you do see something suspicious, please call your local law 
enforcement. He also talked about the state wide legalization of marijuana. The county will not 
support any legalization on a local level. His office feels that there is still a bunch of research 
needed to be done. When pulled over/suspected of being under the influence of marijuana the 
officer will request a blood test. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 12-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Sergeant 
Burl Giffin. He reminded drivers to take caution when driving on the highway, interstate, or any 
street when an accident is present. It is not safe to be a looky-lou and you can cause serious 
and additional damage to yourself or others working the scene. Drivers should slow down and 
merge to the other lane if available or if you are in town, choose a different route. 
 
 
 
Government:  
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on January 7-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Monty Torres, 
City of Brush. He discussed the new Mayor and council members that are going to be sworn in 
this coming week. Also, Brush will be participating in the Weigh and Win program. EMCH will 
host the kiosk for members to weigh in and help track progress. July 26-Aug. 3 is the planned 
dates for the next City trip. This trip is going to be in New Orleans. The City is also in the 



process of building a dog park for residents and planning the 2014 St. Patrick’s Day race. They 
are also completing several projects around the city that have been in the works for the past few 
year(s).  
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on January 7-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Mayor Terry 
McAlister discussing the new council members on the Fort Morgan City Council. There are two 
new additions. There is many city functions and what all the happenings are that are involved 
with the city. The Council does have training for new members which also helps current 
members/employees. They are currently working on plans that are in the budget works and 
where the (new) council wants to go in the next couple of years and into the future. The Railroad 
Quiet Zones are in place-there are six total. Fort Morgan is the only city in the state of Colorado 
that has a quiet zone 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on February 3-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Robin 
Northrup, Fort Morgan Chamber of Commerce. She discussed the upcoming annual meeting 
(Feb. 5)and the Spring Home and Garden Show (March 1) In 2013 they had 75 vendors, the 
event is free to the public and they are hoping the vendors will increase this year. The Chamber 
is also gearing up to help promote other businesses for the 2014 such as the MCC tax assist, 
the MCC Gala, OMC open house for Brenda Zion, and the CPMC Community Health Fair. 
Check the Chambers web page for all upcoming events. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on February 21-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with Cassandra 
Wilson, MCEDC Executive Director.  Invited the public to join them at the legislative coffee 
discussion with Jerry Sonnenburg on Monday Feb. 24 at 6:30am at Cafe Lotus. They are also 
encouraging small businesses to reach out to them for additional assistance when starting up in 
our communities because they work closely with the SBDC and can aide with incentives. Annual 
meeting is in March. This is for the investors to attend and get up to speed on what MCEDC 
office is doing or looking into to help our community. The monthly Economic Round Table 
discussion will happen in Hillrose on Friday, Feb 28. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on February 28-Duration 13 minutes. Discussion with  County 
Commissioners, Brian McCracken, Jim Zwetzwig, and Morgan County Ambulance Director Joe 
King. Joe discussed the changes that the ambulance service is experiencing. They are 
changing the budget a little by down sizing administrative staff, and putting EMT’s on full time 
shifts and keeping them at the barns for better response times. The Commissioners discussed 
the communication tower on the west side of the county.  They are in need of a MC tower and 
they are seeking grant dollars for this. It is also hooked to a recorder that is located inside the 
COM center. Oil drilling is now happening inside the county which is bringing dollars to the 
county. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on March 14-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Monty Torres, 
City of Brush Administrator. He let listeners know about the annual St. Patrick’s Day race 
tomorrow March 15. Typically 200-250 people participate in this event. The City of Brush is also 



making a huge push for its residents to become healthy. They are a partner of the Weigh and 
Win program with Eben Ezer,  and Banner Health. They are also developing small trails to allow 
people to get out and walk around Brush and enjoy the wildlife. The city has a new logo and has 
upgraded its website. The city is also working on road repairs and it seems that the bridge 
replacement for Hwy 71 & I 76 is going well and there has not been many complaints. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on March 24-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Mayor Terry 
McAlister, City of Ft. Morgan. He discussed the updates for the Riverside park since the flooding 
last September. They still have much work to be done. They also briefly discussed other City 
projects that are in the works for the upcoming spring and summer months.  
 
Health: 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on January 7-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Sue Sabis and 
Cindy Warner with Hospice of Northern Colorado. They promoted their local hometown team 
here in Morgan County. They are working towards becoming a resource for local medical 
providers to help patients and families to be prepared for death and other end of life 
discussions. They also discussed how a patient qualifies for hospice and the rare cases of 
leaving hospice for a while and having to return. They have been in this community for 14 years 
now and feel their success is a big part of their volunteers and community support. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on January 15-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Sandy Engle 
with CPMC inviting listeners to the annual CPMC Health Fair February 8 at the Fort Morgan 
High School. They will have pre-draws for wellness checks, blood screenings available at the 
hospital February 3-7. Along with 50 other vendors, you can have your blood panels read at the 
health fair and advice or suggestions on what you should do with the results. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on February 10-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Sue Sabis 
and Jerry Stark with Hospice of Northern Colorado. They discussed the importance of 
volunteers to provide social interaction with patients. Social interaction brings a whole different 
level of care for people and improves their quality of life. March 8 there will be a volunteer 
training for Hospice of Northern Colorado at the Country Steak Out. They will cover the 
important aspects of visiting patients while in care, being a ware of infections and how to keep 
yourself as a volunteer and the patient safe from additional infections or germs. Volunteers are 
all screened and have background checks. Volunteers do not have to always volunteer to be 
with the patients. There are several other ways that someone can volunteer. 
 

 
 
Quality of Life: 



 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on January 7-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Ron Prascher 
E.D. Brush Chamber of Commerce He discussed the plans that the chamber has in store for the 
2014 year. The plans include business growth, and increased activity/interaction with the current 
members and gaining new. There is a Visual Merchandising seminar planned for January 16. 
This is a free event and open to everyone. The Save Our Sands committee is working hard on 
events that will raise enough money to get a digital projector for the Sands. Currently they are 
just $20, 000 short of reaching the goal.  The chambers annual meeting is also planned for the 
end of this month. 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on January 15-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Heath Stencil 
who is the Chair person of Diggin Wiggins Days. March 28 & 29. This also goes along with the 
75th anniversary of the Wiggins FFA. The event kicks off on Friday night with a tractor parade 
with Vendor booths, a beer garden, poker tournaments, games and several events on both 
Saturday and Sunday. Saturday night will have entertainment that will go with the dinner 
planned. This is being promoted as a family event. It is free to the public for the most part. The 
dinner on Saturday night does have a small cost. Diggin Wiggin’s Days will be held at the Long 
Meadow Ranch in Wiggins. 
 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on February 4-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Ron Prasher, 
Brush Chamber of Commerce. He reviewed the month of January and the annual banquet 
along with the special awards that were presented at the banquet. Currently, there is over 300 
workers in our area because of various construction projects going on in the area. The new 
officers were also sworn in. There was a merchandising seminar on January 31. 19 people 
attended the event. Some of the upcoming events for the Brush area chamber are going to be 
held in Denver through the Main Street group. They will host various workshops for community. 
The next luncheon will be on Feb. 12 and the program will be the Brush School dist. They will 
discuss the budget cuts for the district. The Annual Ag Appreciation dinner is scheduled for 
March at the Brush High School. 
 
Morgan Matters-Broadcast on February 19-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Sandy Engle 
of CPMC. She discussed the recent Health Fair event and how that turned out. There were 
several people that attended -most of which are repeat attendees. CPMC will also be holding a 
concussion training for parents, coaching staff and the interested public on Feb. 27. This is a 
free training that will also include a Q & A panel for sports injury/medical questions. They also 
have a new provider at FMMG-Sara Whitney, nurse practitioner. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 10 2014-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Tyler 
Purvis, World Victory Outreach church. He was in to promote the Lets Stick Together Marriage 
workshop on April 5 & 6. On the 5th it will be held in Brush along with dinner and daycare. On 
the 6th it will be just the presentation at 10am and a movie at 6pm. 
 



Morgan Matters-Broadcast on March 10 2014-Duration 15 minutes. Discussion with Linda 
Thorp, CEO or East Morgan County Hospital.  She discussed the National Doctors Day 
celebration on March 30. EMCH will be recognizing their doctors in “traditional fashion” by 
sending cards to their physicians and showing their appreciation, and giving them a great 
working environment. Banner Health has over 190 physicians on staff currently and are 
recruiting for additional doctors as well. These range from providers that include family practice, 
ER, telemedicine physicians and hospitalists.  


