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10/3/17 - Two people are dead following an early morning shooting in Mayfield. According to the 
Mayfield Police Department, at approximately 5:30 am, officers responded to home in the 1000 block 
of South 10th Street to a call of a shooting incident. When police arrived, they found a man and a 
woman dead from apparent gunshot wounds. Police have identified the couple as 57-year-old Pamela 
Jones Williams and 58-year-old Steven Lyn Yarbrough, both of Mayfield. Detectives have processed 
the scene, and autopsies were scheduled for Tuesday afternoon at the State Medical Examiner's Office 
in Madisonville.  
 
10/9/17 - A popular rest area in Ohio County that shut down earlier this year is set to reopen in January. 
The Kentucky Finance and Administration Cabinet says the Beaver Dam rest area, located in the 
median of the Wendell Ford Western Kentucky Parkway at mile marker 75, is scheduled to reopen Jan. 
26 as a Hucks Food and Fuel. The state decided to close the rest area on Jan. 8 due to liability issues, 
after an agreement administered between the Finance Cabinet and vendor expired. 
 
10/9/17 - A magnitude 2.5 quake shook the ground along the New Madrid Fault Line Monday morning. 
According to the USGS the quake was epicentered about 2.5 miles west of Fulton County, Kentucky 
near Marston, Missouri.  The quake happened at around 8:55 am, Monday. 2.5 is right at the threshold 
of humans being able to detect the ground shaking, according to the USGS.  
 
10/10/17 - A local business owner has announced her candidacy for election to the Kentucky State 
Legislature. Joni Hogancamp, owner of home care provider Caring People Services, LLC in 
McCracken County, says she has filed her letter of intent to seek election to the Kentucky House of 
Representatives, Third District. The seat is currently held by Gerald Watkins, who is not seeking re-
election in 2018.  
 
10/11/17 - A new strip mall is coming to Lone Oak Road. At Tuesday night's meeting, the Paducah City 
Commission approved an ordinance for the intent to annex property located at 2909 Lone Oak Road 
and 2835 Maryland Street. S&R Investments, LLC has asked the city to annex the properties. The 
properties, which are owned by Tri-State Construction Company, are south of Banks Market. The 
owner plans to construct a retail strip center. Earlier this year, the neighboring properties at 2901 and 
2905 Lone Oak Road and 2825 Maryland Street were annexed. 
 
10/11/17 - Late night alcohol sales in Mayfield are a no-go, at least for now. Mayor Teresa Rochetti-
Cantrell vetoed an ordinance on Monday night that would have allowed restuarants and bars to serve 
alcohol until 1 am. The city's current ordinance mandates alcohol sales stop at midnight. Some business 
owners in Mayfield have advocated for late night alcohol sales because they say it would bring more 
money into the community and help their business. But Cantrell said she used her veto power because 
she felt that it was too soon to change an ordinance the city worked on for several months. 
 
10/15/17 - Former Heath High School baseball star Daniel Webb was killed in an ATV crash Saturday 
night in northwest Tennessee. He was 28. Humphreys County Sheriff Chris Davis says Webb's wife and 
two other people sustained "significant injuries" in the accident, about 70 miles west of Nashville. 
Webb was 7-5 with a 4.50 ERA in 94 games for the Chicago White Sox from 2013-16. The right-
hander pitched one inning in 2016, then had Tommy John surgery in June. He was released by the 
White Sox after the season and had not pitched professionally during his recovery. Webb was a 
standout pitcher for Heath High School from 2005-2008.  
 



10/16/17 - Louisville's Athletic Association has officially fired coach Rick Pitino nearly three weeks 
after the school acknowledged that its men's basketball program is being investigated as part of a 
federal corruption probe. The association, which oversees Louisville's sports programs and is composed 
of trustees, faculty, students and administrators, voted to oust the longtime Cardinals coach following a 
board meeting Monday. The association on Oct. 2 authorized university interim President Greg Postel 
to begin the process of firing Pitino for cause after Postel placed him on unpaid administrative leave 
Sept. 27. Pitino, 65, is not named in court complaints in the federal probe but Postel said in a 
disciplinary letter that the allegations violated his contract. The move Monday officially ends Pitino's 
16-year tenure with the program, a run that included winning the 2013 NCAA championship but was 
tarnished by several embarrassing off-court incidents. 
 
10/18/17 - A Mayfield chiropractor charged with sexually abusing his patients and facing up to 15 years 
in prison has accepted a plea deal that will require him to serve only 90 days behind bars, and will 
allow him to continue practicing after a year. Dr. Stephen Douglas McAdoo pleaded guilty on Monday 
to a single misdemeanor count of criminal abuse. He originally faced three felony counts of 1st degree 
sexual abuse. The charges stemmed from complaints filed by victims who say McAdoo touched them 
inappropriately or fondled them while they were patients at McAdoo Chiropractic Center. Special 
prosecutor Mark Blankenship recommended a one-year sentence, but McAdoo will reportedly be 
required to serve just 90 days in jail.  He will also be barred from practicing chiropractic care in 
Kentucky for one year, but may continue to practice after that. He will not be required to register as a 
sex offender. Formal sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 22. 
 
10/19/17 - Authorities have arrested a Kevil man in a recent string of crimes, including a home invasion 
and shooting that left a woman hospitalized. The McCracken County Sheriff's Office says detectives 
went to a home on Magruder Road late Thursday morning as part of their investigation into a home 
invasion and shooting in Kevil on Sunday. After knocking on the door for some time, deputies made 
contact with the resident and reportedly smelled marijuana. After being granted entry by the 
homeowner, deputies found ammunition with the same brand name as that that was used by the suspect 
in the Kevil shooting, as well as marijuana and drug paraphernalia. They also located 20-year-old 
Spencer Forrest  inside, who resembled the shooting suspect. Deputies and U.S. Marshals conducted a 
search and fingerprinted Forrest. His fingerprints matched the ones found at the crime scene. The 
victim also picked Forrest's photo out in a lineup as the man who shot her.  
 
10/20/17 - A former office manager at a Paducah business pleaded guilty Friday in federal court to 
embezzling more than $700,000 from her employer. The U.S. Attorney's Office in Paducah says 39-
year-old Kristen Renee Roberts entered a guilty plea in U.S. District Court to charges of wire fraud and 
identity theft. According to the plea agreement, Roberts admitted that between June 2009 and October 
2016 she used company credit cards for her own personal expenses.  She also reportedly used company 
funds to pay off her own personal credit cards and the personal credit cards of her family. Roberts was 
employed as the office manager for Utilities Dynamics on Lovelaceville Road.  
 
10/26/17 - The case against a former McCracken County deputy jailer accused of reclassifying inmates 
without authorization has been dismissed. District Court Judge Hunter Whitesell dismissed the case 
against Sgt. Ben Green on Thursday. Green was indicted on 16 counts of first-degree official 
misconduct on May 5. The charges stemmed from allegations that he moved 19 inmates in protective 
custody to general population. Authorities began investigating after several inmates came forward 
claiming to have been assaulted. Green pleaded not-guilty to the charges. Green's Attorney Jeremy Ian 
Smith said the case against his client fell apart because the facility did not have an employee manual 
that gave instructions on proper inmate classification procedures, as required by Kentucky 



Administrative Regulations.  
 
10/26/17 - A local government official has been arrested. According to Kentucky State Police, around 4 
pm Wednesday, Troopers stopped a vehicle for swerving on Highway 62, just east of the Carlisle 
County Courthouse. The driver, Carlisle County Clerk Michael Toon, was arrested. Toon was charged 
with DUI and other traffic offenses and taken to the Ballard County Detention Center. 
 
10/31/17 - The special session hasn't been called yet on Governor Matt Bevin's pension reform plan, 
but Kentucky lawmakers are getting ready for what State Senator Danny Carroll says will be some 
tough decisions. Senator Carroll tells West Kentucky Star they're trying to avoid situations that have 
happened in the private sector, where pensions and jobs simply disappear. Carroll says he is waiting on 
both the final bill and actuarial scores before he makes up his mind on the pension reform plan.  
 
11/3/17 - On Friday morning, nearly a half dozen small earthquakes took place along the New Madrid 
Fault Line just across the Mississippi River from Fulton County, Kentucky. The USGS says the tremors 
started at around 7:40 Friday morning, and the final quake of the series occurred at 8:39.  The only one 
deemed detectable by humans was a 2.7 magnitude quake at 7:40 am. All of the tremors were centered 
just across the Mississippi River from Fulton County near New Madrid, Missouri. 
 
11/3/17 - State Police are investigating, after a McCracken County Sheriff's Deputy shot a Paducah 
man deputies were attempting to arrest Friday afternoon. According to Kentucky State Police, 
McCracken County Sheriff’s Detectives went to a home in the 200 block of North Concord Avenue in 
Lone Oak shortly before 4 p.m. to serve a felony arrest warrant on 31-year-old Thomas D. Myers of 
Paducah. While at the home, detectives made contact with a woman who led them to Myers. They 
found Myers armed with a weapon, and one of the detectives shot him. Deputies rendered first aid until 
EMS arrived. Myers was taken to a local hospital for treatment of his injuries. He is listed in stable 
condition.  
 
11/4/17 - A man has been arrested and charged with assaulting and injuring U.S. Sen. Rand Paul of 
Kentucky. Kentucky State Police said in a news release Saturday that Paul suffered a minor injury 
when 59-year-old Rene Boucher assaulted him at his Warren County home on Friday afternoon. 
The release did not provide details of the assault or the nature of Paul's injury. In a statement, Paul 
spokeswoman Kelsey Cooper said the Republican senator is "fine." The statement said Paul was 
"blindsided" by the assault but she did not provide further details. Boucher, of Bowling Green, is 
charged with fourth-degree assault with a minor injury. He is being held at Warren County's jail on 
$5,000 bond. An automated phone system at the jail did not provide access to lawyer information for 
Boucher.  
 
11/8/17 - After a closed session at Tuesday night's meeting of the Paducah Board of Commissioners, 
Mayor Brandi Harless asked City Manager Jeff Pederson to submit his letter of resignation based on 
her belief that a majority of the City Commission feels the same. Pederson informed the Mayor 
verbally that he will resign. Pederson has agreed to continue as City Manager through January 12, 
2018, to assist the City of Paducah during this transition position. 
 
11/9/17 - A Paducah race track that shut down last year has announced it will reopen in 2018 under new 
management. Paducah International Raceway, owned by promoter Bob Sargent and NASCAR's Tony 
Stewart and Ken Schrader, was closed during this past summer after previous management resigned at 
the end of the season. According to a press release, Phil Colwell will be taking over as leasee of the 
3/8-mile high banked dirt track at 4445 Shemwell Lane in Paducah. Colwell reportedly plans to reopen 



the track in late March or early April. The track will open weekly on Friday nights throughout the 
summer, with racing starting at 8 p.m.  
 
11/13/17 - Officials with Kentucky State Police say the agency is facing a manpower shortage and an 
aging high-mileage fleet, among other issues. The Daily News of Bowling Green reports the agency 
has 840 sworn officers, with only about 500 of whom are road troopers. Lt. Brad Arterburn says the 
agency is considered fully staffed with 1,070 sworn law enforcement officers. State police 
Commissioner Rick Sanders told lawmakers that state police are using Vietnam-era rifles, and that the 
U.S. Department of Defense was going to recall their rifles. State police need 260 cars within 12 to 18 
months, and then about 180 new cars every year to retire the aging fleet. Additionally, Sanders says 
Motorola told the agency that the radios and their parts are no longer in existence. 
 
11/16/17 - Former Ballard County Judge-Executive Vickie Viniard and former county Treasurer 
Belinda Foster were sentenced Thursday for their roles in  securing and concealing bank loans without 
authorization of the Fiscal  Court. However, they will spend no additional time in jail. United States 
Attorney Russell M. Coleman announced the sentences, saying Viniard and Foster received sentences 
of time served and a 2-year period of  supervised release. They must also pay restitution, individually 
and jointly. Viniard must pay $1,832.76 in individual restitution, Foster was ordered to pay $39,675.61, 
and together they must repay another $53,998.21. Viniard pleaded guilty in August to bank fraud, wire 
fraud and making false  statements on a loan application. Foster pleaded guilty last December to bank  
fraud, wire fraud, and receiving fraudulent medical reimbursement payments.   
 
11/20/17 - Honeywell has announced plans to temporarily halt production at its Metropolis facility, and 
will be eliminating 170 full-time and some contractor positions at the plant. In a press release, a 
company spokesperson says the facility will maintain limited operations to allow for a possible future 
restart. The company cites decreased worldwide demand for UF6 as the main reason for the decision, 
partially blaming the recent Fukushima nuclear disaster in Japan for the downturn. Analysts don't 
expect demand for UF6 to increase before 2020. Company officials did not specify exactly when the 
layoffs will occur.  
 
11/22/17 - Barkley Regional Airport will continue to have twice-daily service to Chicago's O'Hare 
Airport through January 2020. The airport was notified Tuesday that SkyWest Airlines was awarded 
another two-year contract under the Essential Air Service program, administered by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. The contract will take effect February 1, 2018. The new contract will re-
instate a second flight on Saturday afternoon, something that was eliminated from the current contract 
in 2016.  
 
11/28/17 - More than 400 people turned out in Marshall County Monday night for active-shooter 
training. The training is in response to the attack on a church in Southerland, Texas earlier this month.   
 Sheriff Kevin Byars says the training focuses on overall church security and response to an active-
shooter situation. He says often church shooters are looking for "soft targets" and that is what they 
perceive of churches. Byars says small communities can't take the attitude of "It can't happen here," 
because it did happen 20 years ago at Heath High School.   
 
11/29/17 - A Paducah attorney has been sentenced to almost 10 years in prison for identity theft and 
wire fraud charges. The U.S. Attorney's Office for the western district of Kentucky says 43-year-old J. 
Grant King appeared in federal court in Paducah Wednesday, and received a sentence of 116 months in 
prison, followed by three years' supervised release. King must also pay $1,081,338.99 in restitution to 
37 victims. Thirty-five of them are individuals and two are companies. King plead guilty to the charges 



in August. He admitted that from at least March of 2007 through May of 2017, he settled clients' cases 
with insurance companies without their consent, and pocketed most or all of the money.   
 
11/30/17 - The McCracken County Jailer is under investigation for perjury. Documents obtained by 
West Kentucky Star indicate that State Police got a search warrant earlier this month for the McCracken 
County Jail, and detectives wanted to see personnel files, training materials, policy and procedure 
manuals, and Jailer Tonya Ray's email account. Police were looking for evidence against Ray since 
they believe she lied under oath just before the scheduled trial of former Deputy Jailer Sgt. Ben Green 
in October. He was facing multiple charges of official misconduct for moving inmates without 
permission, which led to some inmates saying they were assaulted. However, detectives say Ray 
testified that the jail's current manual, which she said was from 2010, didn't include the policy on how 
inmates were classified and housed at the jail. Based on that information, the charges against Green 
were dismissed. In an affidavit, a State Police detective says he later learned that a 2012 version of the 
policy manual existed, and that Ray knew about it because she received an email copy the day before 
Green's alleged violation in February. The detective says she updated the name of the jailer on the 
document and sent it back. That manual included the policy that Green allegedly violated.  
 
12/1/17 - There were lots of hugs and handshakes Friday in the gymnasium of Heath Middle School, 
formerly Heath High School, as a service was held to honor the memory of three students who were 
shot and killed by a fellow student on the same date 20 years ago. The service included a moment of 
silence for Nicole Hadley, Jessica James and Kayce Steger, and remarks from Christina Hadley 
Ellegood, Nicole's sister. She said the lives of everyone in the community were changed on that day, 
but took time to express appreciation to those who were there to help. Several survivors of the shooting 
were there, including Missy Jenkins Smith, Craig Keene, and Kelly Hard Alsip. Hollan Holm and 
Shelley Shaberg were also injured on that day. 
 
12/3/17 - The former general manager of a Murray radio station group will spend six months in jail for 
his role in an embezzlement scheme. Forever Communications in Murray said Scott H. Swalls has been 
ordered to serve six months in the Calloway County Jail for embezzlement charges, followed by five 
years shock probation. He reported to jail on Friday. Swalls pleaded guilty in June to theft by unlawful 
taking, tampering with physical evidence and forgery. He originally faced up to 11 years in 
prison. Swalls was also ordered to pay $50,000 in restitution upon his release.  
 
12/6/17 - Police have made an arrest in a pedestrian hit and run collision earlier this week in Graves 
County. Graves County Sheriff Dewayne Redmon said 24-year-old Morgan Borens,of Lynnville, was 
arrested Wednesday at her home. Redmon said Borens was the driver of the vehicle that struck 33-year-
old Richard Poindexter, of Mayfield, Monday night while he was walking on KY 564 between 
Farmington and Tri City. Poindexter remains in critical condition at Deaconess Hospital in Evansville, 
IN. He was found in the roadway on KY 564 by a passing motorist after he was struck by a vehicle. 
 
12/8/17 - DAE-IL Corp., a manufacturer of powertrain parts, will invest $50 million and create 120 
full-time jobs through the location of its first US facility in Murray. DAE-IL Corp. will construct a 
295,000-square-foot facility in the Murray West Industrial Park. The Murray location, which will 
operate under the name DAE-IL USA, will produce gears for the automotive industry. Construction is 
expected to begin this month and be completed by the end of 2018. 
 
12/9/17 - The Environmental Protection Agency has placed a western Kentucky chemical plant on its 
list of Superfund locations targeted for hazardous waste cleanup. The Paducah Sun reports that the B.F. 
Goodrich site in Calvert City is one of 21 sites selected for what the agency on Friday called 



"immediate and intense attention." The EPA says the B.F. Goodrich facility manufactures ethylene 
dichloride, a feedstock for the production of polyvinyl chloride. The agency says chemical waste was 
discharged to a series of unlined ponds in the flood plain where contaminants migrated into soil, 
groundwater and the Tennessee River until the 1980s. Agency officials said the site is also the location 
of multiple chemical plants that have been operating along the south side of the Tennessee River since 
the mid-1950s. 
 
12/11/17 - Several people are without a place to live after a fire at the Colony Drive Apartments in 
Lone Oak Sunday. At least three different fire departments responded to the scene and it took several 
hours to extinguish the fire. Windy conditions made fighting the fire very difficult. Authorities said six 
apartments were damaged by the blaze and at least 15 people were displaced. They were referred to the 
American Red Cross for assistance.   
 
12/11/17 - A fugitive on the "10 Most Wanted List" in Texas has been arrested in Murray. On Monday, 
Murray Police and the U.S. Marshals Service learned that 35-year-old Herman Henry Fox might be in 
town. After several hours of surveillance at a home, Fox arrived and was arrested without incident. Fox 
was wanted in Texas for human trafficking, compelling prostitution by force or threat, and possession 
of marijuana, with a total bond on charges of over $1 million. He was charged by Murray Police for 
being a fugitive from justice. This charge will hold Fox in jail until an extradition hearing can be held.   
 
12/12/17 - Three elected officials from the city and county held a press conference Tuesday evening to 
share their impressions from a meeting earlier in the day with state corrections officials about problems 
with a Paducah halfway house. McCracken County Commissioners Scott Wathen and Bill Bartleman, 
along with Paducah City Commissioner Richard Abraham, spoke at the county courthouse about what 
they agreed was a positive meeting with John Tilley, Secretary of Justice and Public Safety, and two 
other state corrections officials. Bartleman arranged the meeting after a man walked away from Keeton 
Correction Facility on Clarence Gaines Street November 9, stole two cars and assaulted a Sheriff's 
Deputy. Another resident of the halfway house was arrested last week on a burglary charge.  
 
12/15/17 - A Paducah couple were arrested Thursday after an investigation into a social media message 
to a juvenile girl. According to the McCracken County Sheriff's Department, the girl and a parent 
reported that she had received a message from 26-year-old Holly Ayers, asking the girl to have sex with 
Ayers and her 28-year-old husband, Lucas. Detectives met with the mother and daughter on Friday, and 
began investigating. They used a social media account, leading the couple to believe it belonged to a 
minor girl, and both Lucas and Holly asked for naked photographs. Holly sent photos of herself and 
Lucas to detectives who were using the account. Detectives went to the Ayers home on Glenn Street, 
where they interviewed the couple and looked at their electronic media. Both were arrested for use of 
electronic communication to procure a minor for sex.   
 
12/19/17 - An ordinance that would have included gender identity and sexual orientation in the list of 
responsibilities of the Paducah Human Rights Commission was withdrawn by the City Commission 
last night. After hearing from citizens, as well as City Attorney David Denton, the original motion 
made by Commissioner Allen Rhodes and seconded by Commissioner Sandra Wilson, was withdrawn. 
Denton said he will draft a revised ordinance and circulate it to the commission to review before it is 
brought to the commission at its January 9th meeting. The proposed ordinance would have repealed 
and replaced chapter 58 in the Paducah Code of Ordinances, which outlines the Paducah Human Rights 
Commission.  The new language would add age, gender identity and sexual orientation to the list of 
unlawful discriminatory practices outlined in the ordinance. 
 



12/22/17 - McCracken County Jailer Tonya Ray has been charged with first-degree perjury in 
connection with allegations that she lied under oath while giving testimony at a former deputy jailer's 
misconduct hearing. A grand jury indicted Ray Friday on the charge in McCracken County Circuit 
Court. She is accused of giving false testimony during the October hearing of Former McCracken 
County Jailer Ben Green, who was charged with misconduct after police say he moved 19 inmates who 
were in protective custody to general population without proper authorization. A judge dismissed the 
case against him after Ray testified that the facility did not have a procedure manual that outlined 
proper inmate classification procedures, a claim that prosecutors say was false. According to the 
indictment, Ray is accused of falsely testifying regarding the jail's rules, regulations, classifications, 
and procedures.   
 
12/22/17 - A biotech company has announced plans to build an industrial hemp processing plant in 
Carlisle County to produce a popular extract from the plant used to treat various ailments. Kings Royal 
Biotech says it has partnered with an Industrial hemp development company in China that produces the 
only commercially produced pharmaceutical grade Cannabidiol (CBD) isolate in the world. The 
company says it has already contracted with farmers in Carlisle and Hickman Counties to grow 2,300 
acres of hemp. The Kentucky Department of Agriculture on Thursday issued permits for growing of the 
hemp and for processing of the plant into CBD, the non-psychoactive ingredient in hemp. The hemp 
will be harvested this fall and the first CBD will be produced in late 2018.  
 
12/26/17 - A western Kentucky man is dead after an officer-involved shooting Tuesday in Weakley 
County, Tennessee. The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says it was called to investigate the incident, 
which happened on State Line Road. TBI learned that an officer from the Hickman County Sheriff's 
Department began pursuing a vehicle about 1:15 am Tuesday after the driver did not stop at a sobriety 
checkpoint. The driver, 34-year-old Salvador Byassee, was reportedly able to avoid arrest after 
wrecking his car in Tennessee. Police say Byassee stole another vehicle, leading to another pursuit by 
Hickman County authorities who were still in the area. When this pursuit ended, Byassee allegedly got 
out of the vehicle with a knife, which led to the officer-involved shooting.   
 
12/29/17 - A Paducah man has been arrested for trespassing and reportedly pointing a BB pistol at his 
former workplace. The Paducah Police Department was called to Vinyl Window Technologies on Irvin 
Cobb Drive just before 10 am Friday, and employees said they saw a former co-worker in the rear 
parking lot pointing an object at the building. Police say 36-year-old Adam Abraham had been banned 
from the property and told by officers on Tuesday to stay away. Employees told police that Abraham 
had threatened to kill people who were there. An officer spotted Abraham walking from a wooded area 
to his car on the parking lot. When told that he was going to be arrested, Abraham reportedly fled and 
scuffled with the officer. The officer's K-9 partner and a recruit officer helped subdue and arrest 
Abraham, and he was taken to McCracken County Jail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


