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Issue: Local News 

 

LAKELAND NEWS (30min.) (Local production) 

Weekly, Monday – Friday at 10pm, repeats Tuesday – Saturday at 5:00, 5:30 & 6:30am. 

Lakeland News fills the void for local News in northern and central Minnesota. The program 

covers the activities, events and people of Lakeland PTV’s viewing area. Lakeland News also 

covers the weather and sports events of the area. 

 

Issue: Health, Healthcare and Welfare 

 

CLASSICAL STRETCH (30min.) 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays at 12:00pm 

Program promoting physical fitness and wellbeing through stretching. 

 

Functional Fitness (30 min)  

Mondays at 11:30am 

Middle age to better adults kick health into high gear with life enhancing Functional Fitness 

workouts filmed at inspirational locations across North America. Focused on helping improve 

specific health conditions including arthritis, osteoporosis, back pain and more, Suzanne 

Andrews, a licensed Occupational Therapy Clinician, guides you through each doctor approved 

workout with both seated and standing fitness levels. 

 

Healthy Minds (30 min series) Sundays at 4:30pm. 

One in five people has a diagnosable mental disorder. For many families, the fear and shame 

associated with a diagnosis of mental illness can lead to isolation and suffering in silence. 

HEALTHY MINDS the Emmy nominated, award-winning series, once again, aims to educate 

the public about psychiatric conditions which affect so many people. The series humanizes 

mental health conditions through inspiring personal stories and interviews with leading 

researchers and experts, who provide the latest information about diagnosis and treatment. As 

Dr. Borenstein explains, "Everyone is touched by psychiatric conditions, either themselves or a 

loved one. Our goal is to share cutting edge information from experts along with personal 

experiences from people who have overcome psychiatric conditions. Now, more than ever, it is 

important to reduce stigma and encourage people who have a psychiatric condition not to suffer 

in silence but to seek help. I want people to know that with help, there is hope." 

 

Memory Rescue with Daniel Amen, MD (90) March 12
th

 at 7pm. 

In Memory Rescue with Daniel Amen, MD, Dr. Amen talks about how you can improve your 

memory and even rescue it if you think it's headed for trouble. This very simple idea to 

strengthen a person's memory is based on treating the 11 major risk factors that destroy brain 

function. Most of these risk factors are either preventable or treatable. Dr Amen has developed 



the mnemonic "BRIGHT MINDS" to help you remember the 11 major risk factors. Knowing 

one's risk factors and how to overcome them is critical to rescuing one's memory. Your brain's 

history is NOT your destiny. You can make your brain better with this powerful program from 

Dr. Daniel Amen. 

 

Category:        Health/Health Care 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/13/2018 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:09:50 

 

Indiana is one of the states poised to enact work requirements for some citizens with Medicaid 

coverage -- a controversial policy and long-sought goal for Republicans. But advocates for the 

poor have protested loudly in recent months, saying many will lose coverage or be ensnared by 

bureaucratic mistakes. Special correspondent Sarah Varney reports in collaboration with Kaiser 

Health News. 

 

 

Issue: Minnesota politics and legislature 
 

ALMANAC (60min.) 

Weekly, Fridays at 7pm, repeats Saturdays at 5pm 

A Minnesota focused public affairs program 

 

Capitol Report (30 min) Sundays at 10am  

Join Shannon Loehrke for Capitol Report, a weekly public affairs program featuring state policy 

makers’ perspectives on pressing state issues. 

 

Your Legislators – 60 minutes – Thursdays at 8pm beginning 2/22/18 

A weekly update from Pioneer Public TV.   Roundtable format show with Minnesota Legislators 

and the issues they are currently dealing with at the legislature in St. Paul. 

 

ALMANAC AT THE CAPITOL, 30 min. 

Weekly, Wednesdays at 10:30pm beginning 2/21/18 

Produced by TPT, this is a weekly update of events and people at the state capitol. 

 

MN Channel Legislative Coverage – Beginning 2/20/18 

The MN Channel also provides gavel to gavel coverage of the Minnesota State Legislature when 

in session. Lakeland’s MN Channel is available over the air on channel 9.6 in the Bemidji area, 

channel 22.6 in the Brainerd area, and on many cable systems throughout north central 

Minnesota. 

 



Issue: Minnesota and regional interests, living, and history 

 

Common Ground –  30 min. – Premieres Thursdays 7:00pm.   

Common Ground explores the unique people, places, and events that surround us here in North 

Central Minnesota.  Each week, we will take viewers on a journey of exploration into the diverse 

art, cultures, and history that help to shape and define our communities. New episode details 

listed below: 

 

Common Ground #906 - 1/18/18 

Join the learning and support group, Women of the Woods, as they tour The Big Bog State 

Recreation Area, weave with cattails, and more. Hear from WOW members as they share 

strategies to solve the unique challenges living in rural northern Minnesota year round possesses 

for women. They ask hard questions and discuss topics such as "Should I stay or should I go", 

regarding the loss of a spouse or partner and the unique hardships of their lives potentially alone 

in their beloved woods. Their culture of support and learning is special and warming to behold. 

Common Ground #907 - 1/25/18 

Go behind-the-scenes at the 2017 TAD Talks event at Bemidji State University. The School of 

Technology, Art, & Design hosts industry-leading speakers who share their professional insights 

with BSU's students. The student organizers get hands-on, real world experience producing the 

event, designing and building sets, and putting on the show for the university & the community. 

These students, using this culture of education take these skills with them for their careers in our 

communities and beyond; featuring presenter BSU alum Shane Fjerstad & event organizing 

Professor Sachel Josefson. 

 

Common Ground #908 – 2/1/18 

Aaron Spangler of Two Inlets, MN opens his studio to us as he carves in basswood a work to be 

cast in bronze for the Walker Art Center's Sculpture Garden in Minneapolis. Victoria Sung of the 

Walker Art Center joins Aaron in his rural studio as he carves, sculpts, and creates the massive 

work. He describes the evolution of his process and details the found items he alters and uses to 

create modular, re-usable patterns of rural, wilderness life. 

 

Common Ground #909 – 2/8/18 

A hidden treasure on the edge of Wadena MN, Green Island Preserve is a natural destination for 

contemplation, meditation, and relaxation. Kent Scheer has repurposed his childhood, family 

farm into a system of story-trails adorned with art weaving through nature that hold wonders like 

experimental orchards, wildflowers on exhibit, and a Kuti, a special hut dedicated to meditation. 

Kent and his wife Vicki Chepulis generously share this cultural landmark and natural beauty 

with the greater community. 

 

Lakeland Currents – 30 min. – Fridays at 8pm. 

Conversation with local leaders, citizens, and experts about the issues and events that affect 

Central and Northern Minnesota.  Episode details listed below: 

 

Currents #1112 – Explore Minnesota – 1/5/18 

Lakeland Currents host Ray Gildow welcomes to the program Nicole Lalum, Regional Manager 

for Explore Minnesota. Explore Minnesota, the official state tourism agency, provides travel 



information on Minnesota, including lodging, attractions, events, free brochures and more. 

Tourism in Minnesota is a $14 billion industry, thanks in part to Explore Minnesota amplifying 

the work of numerous organizations and promoting the multitude of recreation opportunities 

within the state. 

 

Currents #1113 – Local Fishery Management Practices – 1/12/18 

 

Currents #1114 – ACT on Alzheimer’s – 1/19/18 

There are more than 15 million Americans who provide unpaid care to people who have 

Alzheimer's Disease or other dementias, according to statistics from the Alzheimer's Association. 

It is estimated that in 2016 those caregivers provided 18.2 billion hours of unpaid care valued at 

more than $230 billion. And those figures are only expected to rise. The Alzheimer's Association 

reports that there are more than 5 million Americans living with Alzheimer's now, and that 

number could reach 16 million by 2050.  

In Bemidji, community members have been working in recent years to identify ways through 

which the greater region could become more "dementia-friendly." Bemidji in 2014 was selected 

as one of the sites for ACT on Alzheimer?s, a statewide initiative that aims at better preparing 

the state for the impacts of Alzheimer's and other dementias.  

Guests for this episode are Carol Priest, the ACTion Team Coordinator with Northwoods 

Caregivers, and Tricia Cowan, assistant professor of nursing at Bemidji State University, who 

has been doing her doctoral research project on Northwoods Caregivers and ACT on 

Alzheimer?s. 

 

Currents #1116 – Pressures in Coaching Youth Athletics – 2/2/18 

On this episode of Lakeland Currents we'll take a look into the realities of coaching youth 

athletics and the pressures that go along with taking on that high profile role in communities. Our 

guests are Garry Grewe, JV basketball coach in Pequot Lakes, and Stephanie Carlson, varsity 

volleyball coach in Park Rapids. 

 

Currents #1117 – Revisiting the Brain Gain in Rural MN – 2/9/18 

On this episode of Lakeland Currents we examine how rural Minnesota communities are 

reinvigorating their social and economic sectors by attracting more residents with valuable work 

and educational experience. Our guests for this episode are Ben Winchester, from the Extension 

Center for Community Vitality at the U of M, and Chet Bodin,from the Minnesota Department 

of Employment and Economic Development. 

 

Currents #1119 –MN Legislative Preview – 2/16/18 

The Minnesota Legislature will convene for its regular session on Tuesday.  

Legislators will come together in St. Paul as the state faces a projected deficit of $188 million, 

based on a November economic forecast. An updated forecast is expected later this month.  

Tonight, we welcome two area legislators to discuss some of the issues and topics expected to be 

debated and perhaps acted upon before the May 21 deadline.  

Rep. Matt Bliss, a Republican from Pennington, represents District 5A.He is a small business 

owner serving his first term and will be up for re-election this fall. Bliss is the vice chair of the 

Veterans Affairs committee and also serves on the Environment and Natural Resources Policy 



and Finance committee, the Government Operations and Elections Policy committee, and a 

subcommittee on Mining, Forestry, and Tourism.  

Sen. Justin Eichorn, a Republican from Grand Rapids, represents District 5. He, also, is a small 

business owner serving his first term, but as a senator will not be up for re-election until 2020. 

Eichorn is the vice chair of the E-12 Policy committee and also serves on the following 

committees: Capital Investment; E-12 Finance; Environment and Natural Resources Finance; 

and Environment and Natural Resources Policy and Legacy Finance. 

 

Currents #1118 – Minnesota GreenStep Cities – 2/23/18 

In June 2010, the state of Minnesota introduced a voluntary program to encourage cities to work 

toward and achieve their sustainability goals. The Minnesota GreenStep Cities program utilizes 

best practices that focus on cost-savings and energy-use reductions while also encouraging civic 

innovation. Several cities within the Lakeland Public Television coverage area have since signed 

on to become Minnesota GreenStep Cities. Take, for example, Pine River, which joined in 2010, 

Bemidji and Grand Rapids, which both joined in 2012, and Brainerd, which joined in 2013. The 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe became the state's first American Indian nation to join the program 

in 2014.  

To talk us through what the GreenSteps program is and how it is being used throughout northern 

Minnesota, we welcome to the program Anna Carlson, the assistant sustainability director at 

Bemidji State University, and Brandy Toft, deputy environmental director for the Leech Lake 

Band of Ojibwe. 

 

Currents #1120 – Building Workplaces that Work for Women – 3/2/18 

On this episode of Lakeland Currents, host Ray Gildow welcomes Allyson Zimmermann, 

Executive Director of Catalyst Europe. Catalyst is a global non-profit research and advisory 

organization that has a large focus on gender equality in workplaces around the world. A native 

of Minnesota, Ms. Zimmermann explains how companies can create a shift in their internal 

culture to become more equitable towards the women that work for them. 

 

Currents #1121 Peacemaker Resources – 3/9/18 

Tonight, we're going to spotlight a Bemidji-based nonprofit that has been working to build peace 

skills throughout the region. From social and emotional learning skills to mindfulness training to 

presentations on cultural responsiveness, Peacemaker Resources aims to foster communication, 

compassion, and connection to build respectful relationships and healthier communities. The 

organization has a range of programs and services available, each with its own targeted audience 

and intended outcomes. Here to talk us through what exactly Peacemaker Resources does, and 

why, are educators Linsey McMurrin and Sharleen Zeman-Sperle. 

 

Currents #1122  Toward Zero Deaths – 3/16/18 

In 2003, the Minnesota Departments of Public Safety, Transportation, and Health launched the 

Toward Zero Deaths initiative, a collaborative, interdisciplinary approach to making Minnesota 

roadways safer.  

2018 marks the 15th anniversary of Toward Zero Deaths, or TZD, which aims to reduce traffic 

crashes, injuries, and deaths on Minnesota roads. The program ultimately, aims to reduce the 

number of traffic fatalities and serious injuries to zero.  



While Minnesota's state agencies have long considered and implemented different traffic-safety 

initiatives in the years prior to TZD, this program was unique.  

Here to tell us why are Beltrami County Sheriff Phil Hodapp and Lou Tasa, an assistant district 

engineer in State Aid for District 2 of the Minnesota Department of Transportation. 

 

Currents #1124 Beltrami County Historical Society – 3/30/18 

The Beltrami County Historical Society was founded in 1952, initially located near Paul and 

Babe at the Lake Bemidji waterfront. Today, the Historical Society operates the Beltrami County 

History Center in the James J. Hill railroad depot in downtown Bemidji. Here, visitors tour 

exhibits, conduct research, browse the gift shop, and ultimately learn more about the land and 

resources in Beltrami County,including, of course, its people.  

Last year, the History Center hired Gary Rozman as its newest executive director.  

We welcome Gary to the table, along with Sharon Geisen, president of the Historical Society 

board of directors, to discuss some of the happenings, opportunities, and challenges at the 

History Center. 

 

Backroads – 30 minute episodes  

A live music program featuring local musicians from across north central Minnesota on 

Lakeland Public Television.  New episodes listed below: 

 

Backroads #2105 - The MIDIots – 1/18/18 

Formed in 2011, the MIDIots is an imaginative and inventive group exploring electronic music 

through original compositions and contemporary arrangements. Members are  

Dr. Del Lyren (EWI: Electric Wind Instrument), Greg Gaston (MIDI percussion and 

Wavedrum), Kevin Daley (electric guitar), Eric Sundeen (MalletKat), Lee Foster (electric bass) 

and John Stewart (keyboards & engineer).  

The MIDIots integrate components of jazz, rock, latin and fusion into their original 

compositions, and can move through a range of genres, from contemporary instrumental to 

atmospheric soundscapes. The name ?MIDIots? is a light-hearted take on the MIDI  

acronym (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) which refers to the means by which an 

instrument communicates with a computer. Along with releasing a CD of their music titled, 

?Before The Dawn?, the MIDIots have performed commissioned original works in collaboration 

with the Bemidji Symphony Orchestra and performed at one of the Midwest?s premier jazz 

clubs, The Dakota, in Minneapolis. 

 

Backroads #2106 -  Julia Oxenreider - 1/25/18 

Julia Oxenreider is a poet, writer, musician, collage artist and chef.She is currently a student of 

the art of maintenance work and one day hopes to write a book that weaves all of her artistic 

talents together. 

 

Backroads #2107 - Caige Jambor – 2/1/18 

Caige Jambor has been playing and writing music since childhood. His style ranges from folk to 

rock. He has had the opportunity to grow musically both locally and globally. He had played on 

stages in Norway, England, Scotland, Canada, and in the states. He currently resides and writes 

in Bemidji Minnesota. 

 



Backroads #2108 - Harper's Chord - 2/8/18 

Central Minnesota-based Harper's Chord is a four-member musical group led by vocalist, Jill 

Moore. Drawing from their love of folk, blues, roots, Americana and country music, Harper's 

Chord has been captivating audiences for over five years with their strong, three and four-part 

harmonies and easy-listening acoustic songs. Harper's Chord's sound could be compared to 

groups such as Little Big Town, Lady Antebellum and Alison Krauss.  

The music of Harper's Chord has a grass-roots, back porch, organic feel, offering an eclectic mix 

of songs that tell stories of personal journeys and give these diverse musicians the opportunity to 

showcase their formidable talent. 

 

 

Issue: National government and politics 

 

PBS Newshour (60 min. newscast, Weekdays @ 6pm.) 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news 

summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND, 30 min. 

Saturdays & Sundays at 6pm. 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND features a summary of the day's national and international news, 

using renowned experts to offer analysis. Each weekend broadcast will contain original, in-depth 

field reporting on topics including education, healthcare, the economy, energy, science and 

technology, religion, finance and the arts. Hari Sreenivasan anchors. 

 

Washington Week, 30min. 

Weekly, Fridays at 9:30pm 

WASHINGTON WEEK, PBS's longest-running public affairs series, features Washington's top 

journalists analyzing the week's top news stories and their effect on the lives of all Americans. 

 

PBS Newshour Special Report – (120 min) 1/30/18 at 8pm. 

Watch live coverage of President Trump's State of the Union Address. The live coverage will 

include the president's speech, the Democratic response and analysis from the PBS 

NEWSHOUR team. 

 

 

Issue: World News & Events 

 

BBC World News America (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 5:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS AMERICA delivers coverage and analysis of international events and 

issues with a fresh perspective, connecting the dots between the United States and the world. 

Matt Frei and Katty Kay serve as series anchors. 

 

 

 



BBC World News (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 10:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

This is America & the World – Weekly series, 30 minutes – Wednesdays at 11:30pm 

beginning 3/8/17. 

THIS IS AMERICA is entirely devoted to international content with personal conversations, 

roundtable discussions, and on-location mini documentaries with world leaders, newsmakers, 

and extraordinary individuals in the United States and around the world. The 1600 season is 

entirely devoted to international content. Interviews will include foreign ambassadors and world 

leaders as well as authors and journalists writing about foreign affairs. Episodes will include 

travel programs focused on South America, Africa and Europe. 

 

Amanpour on PBS – (30 min, series) Fridays at 11;30pm. 

This series, led by award-winning CNN Chief International Correspondent Christiane 

Amanpour, features conversations with global leaders and decision makers on the issues 

affecting the world today. 

 

Frontline #3517 & #3518 “Bitter Rivals: Iran & Saudi Arabia” 2/20 & 2/27 at 8pm. 

Examine the dangerous rivalry between that has plunged the Middle East into sectarian war. 

From revolution in Iran, reaction Saudi Arabia and wars in Afghanistan, Lebanon and Iraq, see 

how religion and power politics drive perpetual conflict. 

 

Issue: War, Veterans, National Security 

 

RUDY AND NEAL GO FISHING (30 min) – 2/29 at 9:30pm.  
In the inspirational half-hour documentary RUDY AND NEAL GO FISHING, angler Neal Stark 

helps veterans by taking them out fishing in South Florida's beautiful waters. Neal's calm 

demeanor and supportive approach enable Rudy Watt, a U.S. Army veteran suffering from post 

traumatic stress disorder, to spend a relaxing day out on a boat and enjoy time with his 

companion. A tournament fisherman with an unusual professional background, Neal is clear 

about the fact he is not a therapist. Rather, he's someone who appreciates what our veterans have 

done, and feels he can help them escape, if not overcome, their anxiety and other symptoms 

related to PTSD. Nationally, there's a lot at stake for veterans with PTSD - roughly 20 veterans a 

day commit suicide nationwide, according to data from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

RUDY AND NEAL GO FISHING shows how the uncomplicated tranquility of fishing allows 

Rudy to reconnect with nature and start to heal. 

 

Category:        War/Veterans/National Security 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/14/2018 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 



Segment Length:  00:07:45 

 

How advanced is North Korea's nuclear weapons program? Just ask the few Western experts 

who have seen glimpses of the program and its evolution, like nuclear scientist Sig Hecker, who 

has visited seven times and given eye-opening access to their facilities. Science correspondent 

Miles O’Brien reports on how experts try to access the North’s capabilities. 

 

 

Issue: Economy and Business 

 

BBC WORLD NEWS (30min.)  

Weekday afternoon at 5:30pm, weekday evenings at 10:30 pm  

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

Series Title:    Nightly Business Report 

Length:          30 

Airdate:         Weeknights at 23:00. 

"Nightly Business Report" combines fast-breaking business and economic news, extensive 

financial market coverage, in-depth analysis,corporate profiles, features and commentaries by 

noted economists and business experts. Veteran business journalists Paul Kangas, from NBR's 

production headquarters in Miami, and Susie Gharib, from the heart of the financial district -- the 

New York Stock Exchange -- co-anchor. 

 

Wealthtrack with Consuelo Mack – (30 min) – Fridays at 9:30pm 

Consuelo Mack WealthTrack is a weekly half hour series devoted to providing trustworthy, 

understandable advice about how to build and protect wealth over the long-term. One of the most 

experienced business journalists in television, Consuelo Mack consistently attracts experts at the 

highest levels, bringing the best minds in the business to explore building and protecting long-

term wealth. Wide-ranging topics -- including green investing, alternative energy, and insurance 

-- cover all the investments viewers care about: stocks,bonds real estate, art and collectibles. 

Every episode ends with a personal finance Action Point to help viewers manage their financial 

lives. 

 

 

Issue: Minorities/Civil Rights 

 

Independent Lens #1906 “I Am Not Your Negro” (90) 1/15/18 at 8pm. 

Watch a film that envisions the book James Baldwin never finished, a revolutionary and personal 

account of the lives and successive assassinations of three of his close friends: Medgar Evers, 

Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Independent Lens #1911 “Tell Them We Are Rising” (90) 2/19/18 at 8pm. 

Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black Colleges and Universities is a documentary and 

interactive project that explores the pivotal role historically black colleges and universities 



(HBCUs) have played in American history, culture, and national identity. Today, over half of all 

African American professionals are graduates of HBCUs. More than 50% of the nation's African 

American public school teachers and 70% of African American dentists earned degrees at 

HBCUs. The film brings to a broad national audience for the first time the story of HBCUs and 

the power of higher education to transform lives and advance civil rights and equality in the face 

of intolerance and injustice. 

 

Independent Lens “Dolores” (120 min) – 3/27 at 8pm. 

Meet the indomitable Dolores Huerta, who tirelessly led the fight for racial and labor justice 

alongside Cesar Chavez, becoming one of the most defiant - and unheralded - feminist activists 

of the 20th century. 

 

 

Issue: Women’s Issues 

 

“To the Contrary” 30 minute weekly series  

Mondays at 5:30am. 

This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on 

television. Dedicated to the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political 

persuasions are an important part of the national dialogues, the series provides a platform for the 

multifaceted views of involved, informed women journalists and commentators. Topics range 

from women's health to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, women in 

finance and education. 

 

MeToo: Now What?  (5/30’s) – Fridays at 9pm beginning 2/2/18. 

Join executive producer/host Zainab Salbi and a range of guests for open, authentic 

conversations about sexual harassment. Women and men discuss how we reached this point and 

how we can effect positive and lasting change. 

 

Frontline #3606 “Weinstein” (60) 3/2/18 at 9:30pm. 

How the Hollywood mogul allegedly sexually harassed and abused dozens of women over four 

decades. With allegations going back to Weinstein's early years, the film investigates the 

elaborate ways he and those around him tried to silence his accusers. 

 

WOMEN OUTWARD BOUND (60 min) – 3/31/18 at 9pm. 

WOMEN OUTWARD BOUND profiles the first group of young women to participate in an 

Outward Bound survival school course in 1965, and chronicles their experiences in the wild. It 

also captures how one month in the woods taught them they could do more than they ever 

thought possible. During their experience, the young women forged a special bond, and at a 

reunion 47 years later, the group reminisce about the lessons they learned and the memories they 

made, with some surprising revelations. They didn't realize it at the time, but they were a part of 

changing the course of history. The documentary takes the viewer on a journey over many 

decades with rare archival footage, family home videos, photos and stunning aerial footage of the 

lush yet challenging Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. In the end, this film proves that 

girls could always handle the difficult challenges given by nature-they just needed to be given 

the chance. 



 

Issue: Religion 

 

Into the Night: Portraits of Life and Death (120 min) 3/26 at 8pm. 

Learn how an astrophysicist, preacher, philosopher and artisanal mortician grapple with 

universal questions of mortality. Weaving science, cryonics, near-death stories and green burials, 

this film invites us to rethink our place in the universe. 

 

 

Issue: Youth 

 

Category:        Youth 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/13/2018 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:04 

 

Baltimore City Public Schools faced outrage from parents after images emerged of students 

wearing coats in a freezing classroom. More than a third of schools reported a lack of heat this 

winter during a cold snap, and that’s just one of the many problems plaguing the school system’s 

crumbling infrastructure, underscoring a larger debate about long-term funding and investment. 

John Yang reports. 

 

 

Category:        Youth 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/15/2018 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:20 

 

A routine day turned into terror at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 

Florida, on Wednesday. Authorities say 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz has confessed to killing 17 

people, and charged him with premeditated murder, as a clearer picture emerged of the deeply 

troubled young man and his motive. Special correspondent Steve Mort of Feature Story News 

joins Judy Woodruff for an update. 

 

Mister Rogers: It’s You I Like (60 min) – 3/13 at 7pm. 

Join host Michael Keaton to celebrate "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood," the pioneering children's 

series that premiered nationally 50 years ago. Celebrities, cast members and Joanne Rogers 

reveal their favorite memories from the series. 

 

 



Issue: Aging/Senior Citizens 

 

PORTRAITS OF PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS: THEIR PASSION. THEIR PAIN – 

60 min – 1/8/18 at 9pm. 

PORTRAITS OF PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS: THEIR PASSION. THEIR PAIN. depicts 

the dramatic emotional costs experienced by professional providers such as nurses, social 

workers, clinical psychologists, doctors, and firefighters. It also puts a spotlight on first 

responders who rescue, assist, and when possible - heal the injured and traumatized. The one-

hour documentary chronicles how caregiving can be an occupational hazard, and asks the 

questions, "How is the professional care provider affected emotionally and physically, and who 

helps him or her?" PORTRAITS OF PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS explores the painful and 

human sides of these professions and the professionals' response to trauma known as compassion 

fatigue or secondary traumatic stress. In addition, the film highlights the profound meaning 

caregivers draw from their work, sometimes referred to as compassion satisfaction, and looks at 

ways of coping and recovering from toxic stress in the workplace. Through dramatic stories and 

intimate interviews, the film probes the emotionally risky aspects of professional caregiving, 

secondary trauma, and public service. 

 

 

Issue: Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement 

 

Frontline #3605 “Gang Crackdown” (60) 2/13 at 9pm. 

Investigate a slew of killings linked to the MS-13 gang and the crackdown that swept up 

immigrant teens. Some 25 bodies have surfaced since 2016. Law enforcement is trying to stop 

the gang, but some teens have been unlawfully detained in the process. 

 

Frontline #3417 “Abacus: Small Enough to Jail” (90) 1/2/18 at 9pm. 

Hear the little-known story of the only U.S. bank prosecuted after the financial crisis. Director 

Steve James (Hoop Dreams, The Interrupters) chronicles the Chinese immigrant Sung family's 

fight to clear their names 

 

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic – (60) 1/17/18 at 9pm. 

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic will combine stories of people and communities impacted 

by this epidemic along with information from experts and those at the frontlines of dealing with 

the epidemic. The program will trace the history of how the nation got into this situation and 

provide possible solutions and directions for dealing with the crisis. 

 

Independent Lens #1907 “The Force” (90) – 1/22/18 at 8:00pm. 

Go deep inside the long-troubled Oakland Police Department as it struggles to confront federal 

demands for reform, a popular uprising following events in Ferguson, Missouri, and an explosive 

scandal. 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue: Science/Technology 

 

Nova #4501 “Black Hole Apocalypse” (120 min) 1/10 at 8pm. 

Join astrophysicist and novelist Janna Levin on a mind-blowing voyage to the frontiers of black 

hole science, which is shining new light on the most powerful and mysterious objects in the 

universe. 

 

Nova #4503 “The Impossible Flight” (120 min) 1/31 at 8pm. 

Follow two intrepid pilots as they take on the greatest aviation adventure of our time, 

overcoming countless challenges as they construct and fly the first solar-powered airplane 

around the world. 

 

Nova #4506 “Prediction by the Numbers” (60) – 2/28 at 8pm. 

Discover how predictions underpin nearly every aspect of our lives and why some succeed 

spectacularly while others fail. Explore entertaining real-world challenges and join experts as 

they tackle that age-old question: Can we forecast the future? 

 

Impossible Builds (3x60 min) Wednesdays at 9pm beginning 2/2/18. 

Learn about the creation of some of the world's most ambitious and technologically advanced 

buildings. From subaquatic homes to futuristic towers and pencil thin skyscrapers, see how these 

previously impossible structures are taking shape. 

 

Issue: American History/Biography 

 

We’ll Meet Again (6x60 series) Tuesdays at 7pm beginning 1/23. 

Join Ann Curry for a new series featuring dramatic reunions of people whose lives crossed at 

pivotal moments. View history through their eyes and hear stories of heroism, hope and the 

forging of unbreakable bonds. 

 

Gilded Age: American Experience #3003 (120 min) 2/6 at 8pm. 

Meet the titans and barons of the glittering late 19th century, whose materialistic extravagance 

contrasted harshly with the poverty of the struggling workers who challenged them. The vast 

disparities between them sparked debates still raging today. 

 

Bombing of Wall Street: American Experience #3004 (60 min) 2/13 at 8pm. 

Explore the story behind the mostly-forgotten 1920 bombing in the nation's financial center, 

which left 38 dead - a crime that launched the career of J. Edgar Hoover yet remains unsolved 

today. 

 

American Creed (60 min) 2/27 at 8pm. 

Condoleezza Rice and David M. Kennedy cross party lines to ask what ideals we share. Stories 

of unlikely activists including baseball's Joe Maddon, author Junot Diaz and Marine Tegan 

Griffith show communities striving to come together across divides. 

 

 

 



Into the Amazon: American Experience #2908 – 1/9 at 8pm. 

Discover the remarkable story of the perilous 1914 journey of Theodore Roosevelt and Brazilian 

explorer Candido Rondon into the dark and deadly heart of the Amazon rainforest. Featuring the 

voices of Alec Baldwin and Wagner Moura. 

 

Secret of Tuxedo Park: American Experience #3002 (60 min) – 1/16 at 8pm. 

Explore the life of the unknown Wall Street tycoon, Alfred Lee Loomis,who led a double life as 

a scientist and whose secret lab in upstate New York helped develop the radar technology that 

would alter the course of history in World War II. 

 

THIS IS THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT (60 min) – 2/12 at 9pm. 

In celebration of the 100th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy's birth, the documentary 

THIS IS THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT chronicles his early years and examines his lasting 

legacy. The hour-long film touches on familiar themes of JFK's life, and his ascent to the 

presidency, his mistakes and triumphs. It also explores new and little-known stories, some that 

surfaced after the publication of Larry Sabato's novel The Kennedy Half-Century: The 

Presidency, Assassination, and Lasting Legacy of John F. Kennedy. Revelations include: a new 

CIA staffer and her discovery of a file on Oswald that soon thereafter went missing, and the 

Warren Commission's pressure on 19-year- old Buell Wesley Frazier, who drove Oswald to 

work on November 22, 1963. Presidential historian Robert Dallek lends his voice to the 

documentary, as do authors John T. Shaw and David Pitts, former Kennedy staffers Nancy 

Dutton and Sue Voelsinger, civil rights expert Tomiko Brown-Nagan, and Buell Wesley Frazier, 

among others. The one-hour film also explores why JFK is still relevant today, why we continue 

care about him, and why a new generation of young Americans find him utterly compelling. 

 

 

Issue: Education 

 

Category:        Education 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         1/2/2018 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:41 

 

The new tax law’s education-related changes include allowing parents to use up to $10,000 from 

their tax-free 529 college savings account to help pay for private or religious schools for any 

grade. Alyson Klein of Education Week and Anya Kamenetz of NPR explore this and other 

changes. 

 

Category:        Education 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/6/2018 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 



Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:42 

 

More than 50,000 students are expected to leave Puerto Rico for the mainland to continue their 

education. With hundreds of schools expected to close, the mass exodus has major consequences 

for the education system, and some see the storm as pretext to replace the public system with 

charter schools and introduce private investment. Special correspondent Monica Villamizar 

reports. 

 

 

Issue: Environment/Nature 

 

BATTLE ON THE BOOMING GROUNDS (60) – 2/28 at 9pm. 

The center of the North American continent, on the eastern edge of the Great Plains, was once a 

vast sea of grasses where a rich diversity of animals evolved, including its signature species: the 

greater prairie chicken. Celebrated by native cultures for their unique mating dance and role in 

waking up the earth each spring, the birds were nearly decimated during the 19th century due to 

over-hunting. Prairie chickens are now recognized by scientists for their importance within the 

complex ecological community as an "umbrella species," however a range of human factors 

threaten their existence and the bird's fate lies solely within our hands. What secret keys do the 

grasses and a symbolic bird hold to the fate of the ecosystem? The documentary BATTLE ON 

THE BOOMING GROUNDS examines this question and documents the history, behaviors and 

the natural habitat (the tallgrass prairie) of the chickens. Cameras capture the greater prairie 

chickens engaged in their famous mating rituals, where males dance, preen and fight in order to 

establish their breeding rights. Interviewees discuss this unique show and describe how the 

haunting three-tone booming calls of the males can be heard for miles across the prairie. 

 

Nature #3508 “The Last Rhino” (60 min) 2/21 at 7pm. 

Meet Sudan, the last male of his kind, the northern white rhino, living in a Kenyan sanctuary 

under 24-hour armed guard. Trace his harrowing journey as scientists and animal experts race to 

save the species before it dies out forever. 

 

Animals with Camera’s: A Nature Miniseries (3x60) Wednesdays at 7pm beginning 1/31. 

Get a front row seat for an extraordinary experience. Wildlife cameraman Gordon Buchanan and 

a team of pioneering animal behaviorists join forces to explore stories of animal lives "told" by 

the animals themselves. A NATURE miniseries Animals with Cameras showcases a side of the 

animal kingdom where human cameramen can't go,when animals become the cinematographers. 

Using the specially-designed cameras, sprint across the savanna with a cheetah, plunge into the 

ocean with a seal, and swing through the trees with a chimpanzee. We will be privy to their 

secret lives like never before and uncover some truly unprecedented behavior through their eyes. 

Each episode features three different species. 

 

Category:        Environment/Nature/Natural Disasters 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         2/5/2018 6:00:00 PM 



Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:09:07 

 

Houston is 627 square miles of urban development, highways, office parks, strip malls and 

neighborhoods -- and it keeps growing farther and farther out. Five months ago, Hurricane 

Harvey devastated the Texas coast, dropping more than 50 inches of rain across Houston and 

raising questions about the consequences of limitless development. Hari Sreenivasan reports. 

 


