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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period July, August, September 2015. 
 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement  
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT Gun violence and control, domestic violence, police/community 

relations, consumer protection 
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, financial security, economic 

development and developing new industries, tourism  
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, funding education, Common Core, 

teacher shortage, financing education, driver’s education funding 
 
EMPLOYMENT Job creation and training, unemployment, wages    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, coastal protection, 

fracking, alternative energy sources 
     
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Mental health, Lyme Disease, healthy lifestyle, cost of health care, 

vaccinations, Affordable Care Act 
 
HOUSING Affordable housing, homelessness 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, improved infrastructure, 

impact of state budget, downtown development 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS  Race relations between police and citizens, Confederate flag 
        
MILITARY Services for military personnel and veterans, location of 440th Air 

Lift Wing  
 
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty, economic mobility 
  
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion, highway construction, light rail construction 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period July, August, September 2015 

 
 
1.      AGING 
 
 Frontline: The Retirement Gamble   Airdate:  08/18/2015 
        Airtime:  10:00 p.m. 
        Format:  Documentary 
 
Ten trillion dollars in Americans’ retirement savings are invested in large and small accounts managed by 
banks, brokerages, mutual funds and insurance companies. But whether your IRA or 401K will assure a safe 
retirement is largely a gamble. Building off reporting from the groundbreaking special “Money, Power and 
Wall Street,” FRONTLINE raises troubling questions about how America’s financial institutions protect our 
savings. “The Retirement Gamble” reveals how fees, self-dealing and kickbacks bring great profits to Wall 
Street while imperiling the prospects of a secure future for individuals. The film questions who has the 
consumer’s best interests in mind, and whether there is a better way to manage our retirements. 
 
 
2. CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:   08/04/2015 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
What caused the dramatic tipping point in deadly shootings? Why has there been a dramatic spike in 
homicides this year? Judy Woodruff spoke to Col. Sam Dotson, chief of the St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Department, and Edward Flynn, chief of the Milwaukee Police Department, two cities that have seen a 
substantial rise in murders, about the wide availability of guns, scrutiny of the criminal justice system, an 
increase in heroin use and systemic poverty. 
   

Enough is eNOugh     Airdate:  08/27/2015 
        Airtime:  10:30 p.m. 
        Format:   Documentary 
 
This locally produced documentary examined domestic violence in North Carolina from the perspectives of 
the abused and the abusers.  The film follows a domestic violence story that reveals many of the common 
characteristics of abusive relationships and challenges faced by victims seeking help.  
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:   07/07/2015 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
Along with high-profile cases like the shooting at Emmanuel AME in Charleston and some of the killings of 
unarmed individuals by police, cities across the U.S. are experiencing a significant surge in gun violence. 
Gwen Ifill discussed this trend with Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu and Gary Slutkin of Cure Violence. 
 



 
Tavis Smiley      Airdate:   07/15/2015 

        Airtime:   1:00 a.m.   
        Format:    Discussion 
 
Officer Oliver Tavakoli, the Chief Technology Officer at the cybersecurity company Vectra shared how the 
public can keep their information safe in today’s web-driven world. 
 

Focus On . . . Law & Order 
Building Bridges, Mending Communities  Airdate:   09/09/2015 

        Airtime:   8:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
From the historic Carolina Theatre in downtown Durham, UNC-TV’s Deborah Holt Noel moderated a panel 
comprised of community members and law enforcement representatives from across the Triad and Triangle, 
while Mitchell Lewis invited audience members in the theater and on Twitter to share their opinions and ask 
questions.  The conversation focused on perceptions and gaps of understanding between communities and 
those persons entrusted with protecting and serving them. 
 
 
     
3. ECONOMY 

 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  08/31/2015 
           09/01/2015 

        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Linda Patterson began a two part special report on Small Business Centers (SBC) in the state.  There is a 
SBC located at each of North Carolina's 58 Community Colleges that offers classes, resources and 
counseling to help new business owners become successful.  Linda visited the Small Business Center at 
Central Carolina Community College and talks with the owners of a food truck business and a garden center 
to find out how they were guided on the path to business ownership. She concluded her special report on 
Small Business Centers by introducing us to a couple in Chatham County who have taken a "natural" 
approach to building their businesses through the assistance of the Central Carolina Community College 
Small Business Center.  One makes pine coffins by hand for green burial and the other is a natural hair care 
specialist.  
 
 

PBS Newshour       Airdate:   07/23/2015 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
How do companies anticipate the trends that reshape their business and our culture?  Economics 
correspondent Paul Solman talked to long-term trend spotter DeeDee Gordon about what's gaining traction 
now, from gender fluidity to virtual reality. 
 
 
 
 



North Carolina Now     Airdate:  08/11/2015 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Katherine Johnson took a look at how Historic Jamestown is combining history and community to boost its 
economy.  Settled in 1752, Jamestown's historic contributions include being a stopping point in 1781 during 
the Revolutionary War when British General Charles Cornwallis' army camped near the settlement and 
commandeered provisions from local farms and mills. It was also a known "stop" along the Underground 
Railroad, which helped fugitive slaves reach freedom in the North. Historic Mendenhall Plantation is also 
located there.   A suburb of the nearby cities of Greensboro and High Point, Jamestown is now establishing 
itself as a unique economic center utilizing its heritage with local shops and restaurants.  
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  09/29/2015 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW took a look at the ingenuity of small entrepreneurs to make a large impact on business 
in the Tar Heel State and beyond. Heather Burgiss met with Bart Creasman and Cass Baltz the creators and 
craftsmen of Baltz Fine Writing Instruments, a Raleigh company specializing in hand crafted wood pens.  
Stephanie Bourland introduced us to two women who were laid off from the financial industry 
and now grow and process pickles that are sold throughout the country and abroad. Kelly McCullen took us 
on a tour of Wayco Ham Company in Goldboro where country hams are produced with an old fashioned 
taste using new tech practices. David Huppert profiled Master Gardener Marilyn Cox and her company, 
"I Must Garden," which sells organic animal and insect natural repellents for your yard. Kelly 
McCullen stopped by Carolina Distillery in Lenoir to check out the Carriage House line of apple and 
strawberry brandy.  
 
 
 
4. EDUCATION 

 
North Carolina Now     Airdate:  9/15/2015 

        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry sat in on a special computer coding camp sponsored by North Carolina State University's 
College of Engineering that is designed for girls only.  The week-long camp is designed to teach girls basic 
computer coding and application development skills.   According to government statistics, women earn more 
than half of the bachelor degrees bestowed in the United States but only one in four women pursue computer 
careers.  In the same episode, Carol Jackson visited an extraordinary school program in Durham that focuses 
on training and encouraging young African-American males to develop skills in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics-- STEM for short.  The program was initiated by former two-term Chapel Hill 
Mayor and North Carolina State Senator Howard Lee.  Two of the STEM Academy schools are in Durham 
and Mr. Lee plans to expand the academies to other cities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         Carolina Business Review    Airdate:  09/15/2015 
       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
       Format:   Discussion/Interview 
 

The Carolina Business Review’s featured guest was Thomas W. Ross, President of the University of North 
Carolina.  Panelists were Bernadette Hampton, The South Carolina Education Association and  
Walter McDowell, BEST NC.  Topics discussed included teacher recruitment and retention, skills gap 
challenges and the future of higher education. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  08/19/2015 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:  News 
  
At many colleges and universities, merit-based scholarships are meant to attract the best and the brightest 
students. But opponents say they can inadvertently end up rewarding the richest applicants. That’s why some 
schools have started giving out need-based aid only. Hari Sreenivasan explored how Franklin & Marshall 
College in Pennsylvania made the jump to improve its economic diversity. 
             
  

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  07/22/2015 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
PBS Newshour explored the question many young people are asking: Is it a good time to become a teacher? 
Salaries haven't kept up with inflation, tenure is under attack and standardized test scores are being used to 
fire teachers. And that's if you get a job. Special correspondent for education John Merrow reported on the 
struggles for today's newly trained educators to find work and stay in the classroom. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  07/09/2015 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
No Child Left Behind, an educational reform law with a controversial legacy, expired eight years ago and 
has yet to be replaced. This week, the Senate took up the first bipartisan effort to replace the law. Hari 
Sreenivasan talked to Rick Hess of the American Enterprise Institute and former Gov. Bob Wise, president 
of the Alliance for Excellent Education. 
 
 
5. EMPLOYMENT 
 
         Carolina Business Review    Airdate:  08/11/2015 

       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
       Format:   Discussion/Interview 
 

Host Chris William talked to panelists Deborah Cameron, South Carolina Council on Competitiveness; Scott 
Dorney, North Carolina Military Business Center; Lester Eisner, University of South Carolina; and Penny 
Whiteheart, NC Aerospace about the economic impact,  future opportunities and workforce development 
and diversity of the aerospace boom in the Carolinas. 
 



             PBS Newshour      Airdate: 07/30/2015 
        Airtime: 6:00 p.m. 

Format:  News 
 
  
The onslaught of automation that's replacing human workers -- from golf caddies to bank tellers -- may be 
putting us on a path to humanitarian crisis, says Jerry Kaplan, author of "Humans Need Not Apply." As 
technology grows and jobs become obsolete, income inequality and poverty could follow for millions of 
Americans. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reported. 
        
 

     PBS Newshour      Airdate:  07/02/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
In June, the U.S. economy added 223,000 jobs and unemployment fell to its lowest rate in seven years. But 
the proportion of Americans working or looking for work is now the smallest it’s been in nearly four 
decades, and wages remain flat. For an in-depth outlook on employment, Judy Woodruff spoke to Harry 
Holzer of Georgetown University. 
 
 
 
6.       ENVIRONMENT 
 
     Charlie Rose      Airdate: 08/05/2015 
        Airtime: 12:00 a.m. 
        Format:  Discussion 
 
Roger Martella, the former general counsel for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, discussed the 
Obama Administration's new regulations controlling the release of greenhouse gasses. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate: 09/02/2015   
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
In a North Carolina Science NOW Special:  Up Close and Coastal, Frank Graff visited the North Carolina 
Aquarium at Roanoke Island where he explores our coastal ecosystems by giving us a closer look at the 
state's 700 miles of ocean coastline, the amazing creatures that live there including rays and sea turtles.  
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate: 08/26/2015   
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelley McHenry took us to North Carolina State University's NextGen Power Institute/Power America, one 
of only a few research centers funded by the U.S. Department of Energy.  Researchers are designing new 
energy solutions to save energy, especially on technology gadgets, such as phones, pads and computers.  
Studies are also being done on solar spots.  A Duke professor, who is an expert on solar cycles, says they 
have a significant impact on Earth's weather.  Solar spots are at a minimum for the next 11 years which may 
result in extremely cold winters. 



 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate: 08/26/2015   
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Rick Luettich Sc.D./Professor and Director, UNC Institute of Marine Sciences talked about his work on the 
models he created to predict Hurricane Katrina almost exactly a year in advance. He has been one of the 
principal developers of the ADCIRC Coastal Circulation and Storm Surge Model.  ADCIRC has been a 
cornerstone of US Army Corps of Engineers and FEMA storm surge studies that include forensic studies in 
the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, planning studies for new hurricane protection systems for the 
Northern Gulf of Mexico coastline and coastal flood risk studies along the Gulf of Mexico and US East 
Coast for the FEMA National Flood Insurance Program. 
 
 
 
7. HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 

       PBS Newshour      Airdate:  08/17/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
More than half of large U.S. employers will more tightly manage their employees' use of prescription drugs 
next year, according to a new survey. The increased expenses from costly drugs threaten to push some 
employer health care plans over a threshold that will make them subject to a high tax. Hari Sreenivasan 
learned more from Brian Marcotte, CEO of the National Business Group on Health. 
 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  08/03/2015 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 
 

Kelley McHenry examined the increase of Lyme Disease in North Carolina. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, Lyme Disease has been found in 78 of North Carolina’s 100 counties in 
recent years.  Lyme disease, which is spread by the black-legged tick, is often misdiagnosed.  Kelley 
introduces us to a doctor whose experience with Lyme Disease has affected his heart emotionally and 
physically. 
 

Fast Metabolism Revolution  
With Haylie Pomroy     Airdate:  08/09/2015 
       Airtime:  11:00 a.m. 
       Format:  Lecture 
 

Haylie Pomroy showed how eating more food, not less can help regular people with real challenges get 
healthy. 

 
 
 
 



Sweet Revenge:  
Turning the Tables on Processed Food  Airdate:  08/08//2015 
       Airtime:  10:00 a.m. 
       Format:  Lecture 
 

Robert Lustig, MD, showed how to adopt a lower sugar diet. 
 
 

30 Days to a Younger Heart 
With Dr. Steven Masley    Airdate:  08/13/2015   
       Airtime:  9:30 p.m. 
       Format:  Lecture 
 

Dr. Masley taught three simple steps to help reverse the onset of aging and disease. 
 
 

Frontline      Airdate:  08/25/2015 
       Airtime:  10:00 p.m. 
       Format:  Documentary 
 

Frontline investigated the dangerous pathogens in our meat, particularly poultry. 
 

 
NOVA       Airdate:  08/26/2015   
       Airtime:  9:00 p.m. 
       Format:  Documentary 
 

In this episode, Vaccines: Calling the Shots, NOVA examined epidemics, the science behind vaccinations 
and risks of opting out. 
 
 

PBS Newshour       Airdate:  07/29/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
Fifty years since Medicare and Medicaid were established, the programs cover the health care needs of more 
than 120 million Americans. But new projections underscore worries over long-term sustainability. Judy 
Woodruff spoke to two former secretaries of the Department of Health and Human Services, Kathleen 
Sebelius and Louis Sullivan, about the successes and challenges. 
 
 
    Charlie Rose      Airdate: 07/02/2015 
        Airtime: 12:00 a.m. 
        Format:  Discussion 
 
Al Hunt interviewed Health and Human Services secretary Sylvia Burwell on the changing health landscape 
following the Supreme Court's affirmation of the Affordable Care Act. 
 
  
 
 



8. MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
 
 

PBS Newshour       Airdate:  07/09/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
After 54 years flying at the South Carolina state house, the Confederate battle flag is coming down. The 
state legislature voted to remove the flag after pressure grew in the wake of a mass shooting at Emmanuel 
AME Church in Charleston. William Brangham reported on how the change is resonating in Washington. 
 
 

Tavis Smiley       Airdate:  07/03/2015   
       Airtime:  1:00 a.m. 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
Sgt. Cheryl Dorsey, Capt. John Mutz and Officer Alex Salazar discussed the growing distrust between 
minority communities and police forces, and what can be done to fix what many believe to be a systemic 
problem. 
 
 

PBS Newshour       Airdate:  07/02/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
The PBS Newshour explored the question: How should the U.S. address problems of violent policing? As a 
nation, we may be asking the police to do certain things that they shouldn't, says Ta-Nehisi Coates. The 
Atlantic correspondent offered his Brief But Spectacular take on the legacy of white supremacy in America 
today. 

 
 
 

9. MILITARY 
 

PBS Newshour       Airdate:  07/24/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
        

Since 2009, the G.I. Bill has paid up to $21,000 a year of college tuition for those who served in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. Much of that money, though, goes to for-profit schools, which award degrees some employers 
don’t recognize. Aaron Glantz of the Center for Investigative Reporting and “Reveal” reported. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         



10.  POVERTY/HUNGER 
 
 

Hungry for Answers     Airdate: 08/27/2015   
       Airtime: 10:00 p.m. 

       Format:  Documentary 
 

This local documentary took on the uncomfortable urgent issue of food insecurity and hunger in North 
Carolina.  Through an in-depth profile of someone struggling with the issue, the file explores causes and 
possible solutions for this pressing problem. 
 
 

PBS Newshour       Airdate:  07/21/2015   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
Child poverty is worse now than it was before the Great Recession, despite strides toward economic 
recovery. That's according to a new report by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, which found that rates were 
most severe for African-American and Native American children. Gwen Ifill talked to Annie E. Casey 
Foundation President Patrick McCarthy and Mark Hugo Lopez of the Pew Research Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2015 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
AGING 
    Financing retirement 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Consumer protection, crime, police/community relations, child abuse, Surf City police chief retirement, 
gun violence and control, domestic violence 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, economic development, growth,management of 
southern flounder industry, decline in snapper-grouper fishery, economic development and developing new 
industries 
 
 EDUCATION 
   Quality public education, funding education, teacher shortage, school computer program 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
   Unemployment, job creation and training, wages 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, beach nourishment project, dredging and shoreline protection, 
sandbag revetment, coal ash pollution, excessive rain, Tropical Storm Ida, rise in shark population, erosion 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Healthy lifestyle, Affordable Care Act, vaccinations, Lyme Disease 
 
HOUSING 
   Homelessness, affordable housing 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Zoning, annexation, & incorporation, planned growth and development, impact of state budget 
 
MILITARY 
   Cherry Point Regional Joint Land Study, veteran unemployment, women in combat 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
   Race relations between police officers and citizens 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty, economic mobility 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, traffic, blocked intersections, bridge replacement, ferry 
tolls, highway funding  


