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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period October, November, December 
2013. 
 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER, NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2013 
 

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement   
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT Gun control, violent crime, gangs 
 
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, financial security, economic 

development, local impact of government shutdown 
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, school safety, cost of higher education, 

teacher retention and compensation, education funding, college 
students voting rights, Common Core 

 
EMPLOYMENT Job training, unemployment    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, flooding, air and water quality, alternative 

energy sources, coastal protection, fracking   
  

 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Affordable Care Act and its enrollment, healthy lifestyle, Norovirus 

and flu outbreak 
 
 
HOUSING Affordable housing, homelessness 
 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, political partisanship, 

sweepstakes parlors, improved infrastructure 
 
MILITARY Military sexual assault  
 
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
  
 
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion, highway construction 

 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period October, November, December 2013  

 
 
      
1. ECONOMY 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  10/01/2013 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kwame Holman reported on how the ripples from the government shutdown were felt across the nation, 
from the 800,000 furloughed employees forced off the job, to disappointed tourists confronting closed 
national parks.  
 
 
 
            PBS Newshour      Airdate:  10/02/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
The Newshour looked at the question: How long before the shutdown has major impact on the economy, 
private sector? After day two of the government shutdown, some industries, like tourism, have already taken 
a hit. How might the effects spill over into other sectors of the economy and the markets? Judy Woodruff 
looked to Diane Swonk of Mesirow Financial and Mark Zandi of Moody's Analytics for analysis and 
predictions. 
 
 
  
 

Charlie Rose      Airdate:   10/17/2013 
        Airtime:  12:00 a.m.   
        Format:    Interview/Discussion 
 
Rose talked with David Leonhardt of The New York Times and Julianna Goldman of Bloomberg News 
about the 16 day government shutdown.  
 
 
 
 
             Carolina Business Review    Airdate:  11/12/2013 
       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
       Format:  Discussion 
 
Host Chris William talked with Mayor Joe Riley of the City of Charleston, Dr. Bob Oldendick of the 
University of South Carolina, and Chris Plate of Monroe-Union County Economic Development who 
discussed regional and intergovernmental policies for economic development and infrastructure funding and 
spending priorities. 
 
 



Core Sounders: Living From the Sea   Airdate: 12/26/2013 
        Airtime:  10:00 p.m. 
        Format:  Documentary 
 
This premiere episode examined the Core Sound watermen who are facing challenges due to development 
and pollution. 
 
 
 Charlie Rose      Airdate:  12/12/2013 
        Airtime:  12:00 a.m. 
        Format:  Interview/Discussion 
 
Rose talked with Harvard University's Larry Summers, the former treasury secretary under President 
Clinton, on the new congressional budget agreement and the current state of the American economy. 
 
 
 
2.         EDUCATION 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  10/23/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
As price of college rises, how will higher education evolve to be affordable? A new report shows the cost of 
college is rising at a slower rate, but that does little good in easing the struggle for affordable higher 
education, with fewer funds available for student aid and household incomes at a plateau. What options do 
students face? Ray Suarez talked to Jeff Selingo of The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
 
 
 

Carolina Business Review     Airdate:  11/19/2013 
        Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Format:   Discussion 
 
Host Chris William talked with William Cobey, Chair of the North Carolina State Board of Education, Dr. 
Kathy Headley of Clemson University and Dr. Heath Morrison of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools who 
discussed the Common Core results and other measures of academic performance, reform in compensation 
models for teachers, and connecting local administrators for shared policy agenda. 
 
 
                PBS Newshour     Airdate:  11/27/2013 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
N.C. elementary schools promise arts education but access is far from equal: North Carolina mandates that 
all elementary school students have equal access to art instruction, but enforcement of the law appears 
inconsistent across the state. Special correspondent for education John Merrow reported on two elementary 
schools' different approaches to arts education and the effects on student performance. 
 
 



 
North Carolina Now     Airdate:  12/09/2013 

       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen examined a new state law that allows local school boards complete authority to hire 
teachers through labor contracts, ending teacher tenure for current and future public school teachers.  
Members of the state Legislative Oversight Committee are discussing the first draft of the new contract.  
Kelly also had a conversation with Katie Cornetta, the attorney for the North Carolina Board of Education.  
Ms. Cornetta authored the teacher contract.  
 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  12/16/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Heather Burgiss examined the results released from the State Board of Education on the new Common Core 
State Standards which revealed the dramatic drop in performance by students, schools and districts on 
standardized tests. Compared with 2012 results, passing rates have dropped from 16 to 25 percentage points 
in reading, from 27 to 44 percentage points in math, and from 9 to 33 percentage points in science, 
depending on the test.  The results are based on standardized end-of-grade tests in reading and math in third 
through eighth grade, science tests for fifth- and eighth-graders, and end-of-course tests in three high school 
subjects.  Heather spoke with State School Superintendent June Atkinson and Lieutenant Governor Dan 
Forest about the results.  
 
 

 
Carolina Business Review     Airdate:  12/24/2013 

        Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Format:   Discussion 
 
Host Chris William conducted a Carolina Business Review with North Carolina Lt. Governor Dan Forest, 
Kathy Almond of the Stanly County Chamber of Commerce and Andy Brack of the Statehouse Report.  
Among their topics was compensation for public school teachers.   
 
 
 
          PBS Newshour      Airdate:  12/02/2013 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
In the past, public school standards varied state to state. With backing from the federal government, some 
governors and superintendents collaborated on a national "Common Core." But they define only the "what" 
kids should know, not how they should be taught. Special Newshour education correspondent John Merrow 
reported on this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. EMPLOYMENT 
 
       

   PBS Newshour     Airdate:  10/22/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Employment data for the month of September was released after being delayed for weeks by the shutdown. 
The numbers reflect a month of disappointing growth with little change in unemployment and fewer jobs 
created than expected. Economic correspondent Paul Solman looked at what it means for the nation's 
economic recovery. 
 
 
 
             North Carolina Now     Airdate:  11/14/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Bruce Snyder examined what is behind the growing number of adults who are going back to school to 
improve themselves and their marketability in a changing and sometimes tough economy. 
 
 
 

Carolina Business Review    Airdate:  10/22/2013 
       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Format:   Discussion 
 
Host Chris William talked with Jim Newsome, President and CEO of South Carolina Ports Authority, Dr. 
Adolphus Belk of Winthrop University and Ran Coble of the North Carolina Center for Public Policy 
Research.  They discussed the increase in Carolina exports outpacing imports and the outlook for 
manufacturing base in the region. 
 
 
 

Carolina Business Review     Airdate:  12/31/2013 
        Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Format:   Discussion 
 
Host Chris William conducted an economy year in review with Dr. John Connaughton from UNC Charlotte, 
Dr. Frank Hefner from the College of Charleston, Dr. John Silvia from Wells Fargo and Dr. Doug 
Woodward from the University of South Carolina.  Among their topics was regional disparity of economic 
recovery, and unemployment and job retraining programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.       ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
          PBS Newshour Weekend    Airdate: 11/03/2013 
        Airtime: 5:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Newshour Weekend examined the question: can environmentalists and frackers be friends?  In an unlikely 
alliance, natural gas companies and environmentalists have decided to work together to make fracking safer. 
Rick Karr traveled to Pennsylvania to explore the tensions this has created among environmental groups. 
 
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  11/27/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Frank Graff continued his North Carolina Science NOW series by talking with Dr. Rachel Noble, a 
researcher at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill’s Institute of Marine Sciences whose team has 
developed a faster way to detect harmful bacteria in beach water.  The original test produces results in 24 
hours but Dr. Noble's procedure renders results in four hours.  Researchers hope the new test will help keep 
beach goers safer and may ultimately keep our food safer as well. 
 
 
 North Carolina Now     Airdate:  10/16/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Anne Tazewell/Transportation Program Manager of the  NC Solar Center at North Carolina State University 
talked about the differences between alternative fuels such as biodiesel and ethanol, and her involvement in 
coordinating statewide efforts to increase the use of advanced transportation technologies utilizing the fuels.  
She is also the Policy Chair of Triangle Clean Cities - a coalition of public and private partners sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Energy that encourages the use of alternative fuels as a means to reduce dependency 
on imported petroleum and improve air quality.   
 
 
 
 Quest: From Farm to Fork to Fuel   Airdate: 10/16/2013 
        Airtime: 10:00 p.m. 
        Format:  Documentary 
 
Quest explored an urban farm, new ways to reduce food waste and turning cooking grease into biofuel.   
Piedmont Biofuels of Pittsboro, NC was one of the featured companies.   
 
 
 
 Quest: America’s Energy Future   Airdate: 11/06/2013 
        Airtime: 10:00 p.m. 
        Format:  Documentary 
 
Quest toured a solar energy farm, investigated fracking and explored new energy-efficient home designs.  



5. HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate: 10/02/2013 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:  News 

 
 In its opening days, the new online insurance exchanges experienced a rush of interest and some technical 
difficulties along the way. Despite the glitches, the Newshour asked, will consumers find affordable plans?  
Gwen Ifill got views from Sabrina Corlette of Georgetown University and Joe Antos of the American 
Enterprise Institute. 

 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  10/21/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
A conversation about the health insurance websites created by the Affordable Care Act with John Dickerson, 
political director for CBS News. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  10/24/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Hari Sreenivasan reported on HealthCare.gov contractors’ testimony where they warned of glitch risks 
before launch. The contractors behind the development of HealthCare.gov testified before a House 
committee that they warned officials the insurance exchange site was not properly tested before it went live. 
Meanwhile the White House announced that insurance seekers will now have until March 31 to sign up for 
coverage.  
 
 

Carolina Business Review    Airdate:   11/05/2013 
        Airtime:   5:00 p.m.   
        Format:    Interview/Discussion 
 
Host Chris William talked with Mark Hall of Wake Forest University, Ashley Landess of the South Carolina 
Policy Council and John Supra of the South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services about the 
Health Insurance Exchanges and the Affordable Care Act.  Their featured dialogue included insurance 
enrollment forecast and predicted policy outcomes from the ACA, policy impact on small business owners 
and the region’s economy, and the shift in payor models for health care services. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  11/07/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
The Newshour reported on the Food and Drug Administration statement that  trans fats are not safe and 
want the substance removed from the food supply. Judy Woodruff spoke with Centers for Disease Control 



director Dr. Thomas Frieden for more on the health risks linked to the partially hydrogenated fats and the 
impact the FDA's proposed ban would have on consumers. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  11/12/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
The Newshour offered a report on why Americans' insurance plans are being canceled under the ACA.   
Despite being happy with her health care plan, Deborah Persico of Washington, D.C., received notice that 
her insurance policy was being canceled. To understand some setbacks and some successes of the law, Judy 
Woodruff spoke with Mary Agnes Carey of Kaiser Health News. 
 
 
  

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  11/13/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
The Newshour reported on how sick Americans are finding solace in health reform's pre-existing conditions 
guarantee.  After Martha Monsson was diagnosed with cancer, her husband lost his job and their health care. 
In the Newshour’s series of personal stories about the effects of health reform, Monsson voiced support for 
the law's guarantee of care for those with pre-existing conditions. Mary Agnes Carey of Kaiser Health News 
joined Judy Woodruff for more details. 
 
 
 
 
6. LOCAL/NATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES 

 
        

 Washington Week with Gwen Ifill   Airdate:  10/18/2013 
        Airtime:  8:00 p.m. 
        Format:  Interview/Discussion 
 
Ifill talked with Dan Balz of The Washington Post, Charles Babington of the  Associated Press, Jackie 
Calmes of The New York Times and Jeff Zeleny of ABC News.  After President Barack Obama signed a law 
to end the government shutdown and extend the U.S. debt limit into 2014, they examined the real cost of the 
government shutdown and what it will take to overcome Washington dysfunction to reach a budget deal. 
 
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  10/16/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Michael Walden, Ph.D./Economist at NCSU talked about the current economic situation and the impact of 
the struggles in Washington, DC, as the debt ceiling deadline approaches. 
 
 



7. MILITARY 
 
 

       PBS Newshour      Airdate:   11/20/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 

The Newshour reported on Senate debate on an amendment to the Defense Authorization Act proposed by 
New York Democrat Kirsten Gillibrand that would take the decision to prosecute military sexual assault 
cases out of the chain of command. But as Kwame Holman reported, the bill is up against some opposition 
from senators and military leaders. 
 
 
 
     Washington Week with Gwen Ifill   Airdate:  11/22/2013 
       Airtime:  8:00 p.m.  
       Format:  Interview/Discussion 
 
Ifill and her guests discussed, among other topics, a tentative deal with the Afghan government over U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan through 2024 and the Senate debate over military sexual assaults.  Joining Gwen were 
Martha Raddatz of  ABC News,  James Kitfield of the National Journal, Susan Davis of USA Today, and 
Michael Duffy of Time Magazine. 
 
 
 
 
8. POVERTY/HUNGER 
 
 

Child Hunger in North Carolina:  
A North Carolina Now Special    Airdate: 10/02/2013 
        Airtime: 10:00 p.m. 
        Format:  Documentary 
 

North Carolina Now correspondent Heather Burgiss examined the crucial role of North Carolina’s food 
banks as they struggle to help the 20 percent of our state’s youngest citizens that still go hungry as families 
deal with today’s economic challenges. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  11/06/2013 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
The Newshour reported on the administration’s announcement that nearly 50 million Americans are living 
in poverty, 3 million more than the official census count. The higher count is based off a supplemental 
measure of poverty that accounts for out-of-pocket medical costs and work-related expenses. 
 
 
 



       PBS Newshour      Airdate:   11/25/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
Stimulus funds used to boost the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program during the recession ran out 
Nov. 1, meaning the growing pool of Americans who rely on food stamps will have to make do with less. 
The NewsHour's Mary Jo Brooks reported on how the cuts impact families and how other organizations are 
picking up the slack. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  12/12/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Mary Linda Andrews, Director of  Community Partnerships of GlaxoSmithKline and Margaret Gifford, 
Founder & Executive Director of Farmer FoodShare talked about the 2013 IMPACT Award sponsored by 
GlaxoSmithKline.  Farmer Foodshare is one of this year’s IMPACT award winners.  The Chapel-Hill 
organization seeks to end malnutrition, hunger and poverty in North Carolina by connecting farm fresh food 
and nutrition education with agencies serving people at risk and at the same time supporting economic 
development through job creation in food enterprises.  
 
 
 
9. TRANSPORTATION 

 
 
             North Carolina Now     Airdate:  12/10/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Jeff Smith took a look at the future of Interstate 540 now that the state is moving forward again with 
completion of the toll road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2013 –DECEMBER 31, 2013 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
AGING 
    Financing retirement, Medicare 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Public safety, gun control, violent crime 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, minimum wage hikes, economic development, local 
impact of federal shutdown, downtown Jacksonville development plan 
 
EDUCATION 
   Quality public education, public school funding, school safety and security, cost of higher education, drop-
out prevention, teacher retention and compensation 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
    Seasonal employment, job training 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Solid waste disposal, Carteret tornado, air and water quality, proposed Newport wind-energy farm, 
wetlands conservation, coastal erosion, dredging and shoreline protection, beach nourishment, fracking 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Healthy lifestyle, mental health, Affordable Care Act and enrollment, Norovirus and flu outbreak 
 
HOUSING 
   Homelessness 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Zoning, annexation, & incorporation, electronic fish data monitoring system, sale of Hofmann Forest, 
planned construction and demolition debris landfill, National Flood Insurance Program, tax reform, political 
partisanship 
 
MILITARY 
   Sexual assault in the military, water quality at Camp Lejeune 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, traffic system upgrade 
 
 


