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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period October, November and December 
2012. 
 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2012 
 

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement, fraud 
    
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT School safety, gun control, public safety 
 
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, economic impact of year-end “fiscal 

cliff,” financial security, economic development 
 
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, school funding 
 
EMPLOYMENT Jobs 
    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, climate change, drought 

conditions, Superstorm Sandy 
        
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Healthcare reform, mental health, healthy lifestyle 
 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, political partisanship, tax 

reform, video sweepstake café ban  
 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
  
 
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period October, November, December 2012  

 
  
1. AGING 

 
           North Carolina Now     Airdate:  November 5, 2012  
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Mr. Stephen Lair of Home Instead Senior Care talked about the Protect Seniors from FraudSM program that 
helps family caregivers assess how likely their senior is to be the potential target of scam.  According to 
experts, the top three crimes targeting seniors are identity theft, Medicaid/Medicare and medication fraud, 
and financial exploitation. The annual financial loss by victims of elder financial abuse is estimated to be at 
least 2.9 billion dollars, a 12 percent increase since 2008. 
 
 
         PBS Newshour      Airdate:   December 6, 2012  
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Republicans have proposed changes to so-called entitlements such as social security and Medicare to reduce 
the U.S. deficit. But Max Richtman of the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare 
says these aren't entitlements, but earned benefits. He talked to Judy Woodruff about why these programs 
shouldn't be changed. 
 
 
 
2. CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
           PBS Newshour      Airdate:   December 14, 2012  
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
How can parents and schools keep kids safe, and how can they reassure them when tragedies occur? Judy 
Woodruff spoke with a panel of experts, including Stephen Brock of California State University, Dewey 
Cornell of University of Virginia and Mo Canady of the National Association of School Resource Officials. 
 
 
           PBS Newshour      Airdate:   December 14, 2012  
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Syndicated columnist Mark Shields and New York Times columnist David Brooks talked to Judy Woodruff 
about the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School and ways to approach gun control policy. 
 
 
 
 
 



      
3.  ECONOMY 
 
        PBS Newshour      Airdate:   October 1, 2012  
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Ray Suarez talked to Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Hedrick Smith about his latest book, "Who Stole the 
American Dream?" for more on what needs to change to restore the American Dream, economically, 
politically and culturally.   
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  October 11 & 12, 2012 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW aired the two-part part “Decision Time:  Bowles, Simpson and the Federal Budget.”  
The event featured former White House Chief of Staff and UNC President Erskine Bowles, and former U.S. 
Senator Alan Simpson from Wyoming.  The two men were appointed to co-chair the National Commission 
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform by President Obama to identify short and long term policies to improve 
the nation's fiscal situation.  The discussion, hosted by Phillip Bennett, Sanford School of Public Policy 
professor and managing editor of the PBS show "Frontline," presented ideas for reining in the federal budget 
and restoring confidence.   The event was part of the Terry Sanford Distinguished Lecture series, which 
brings notable leaders to speak at Duke University. 
 
 
              North Carolina Now     Airdate:   October 31, 2012  
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW’s Heather Burgiss cruised to Concord to learn more on how the Charlotte Motor 
Speedway is adding more economic power not only in Cabarrus County but the Charlotte/Piedmont region 
as a whole.   
 
 
             North Carolina Now     Airdate:  November 2, 2012 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW’s Jeff Smith examined the economic impact of Swain County since 85-percent of the 
land is government owned and how county officials are working to attract and retain industry.  
 
 
             North Carolina Now     Airdate:   November 5, 2012  
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW’s Heather Burgiss reported on how new business is coming into Robbins and creating 
jobs for the local depressed economy and how local government is making this possible.  The former mill 
town is using buildings that were once deserted to help in the process--with one building in particular 
gaining new life after a former resident returned home. 



 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:   November 14, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Peter Coclanis, Director of the UNC Global Research Institute talked about "Recession and Recovery in 
North Carolina:  A Data Snapshot, 2007-12," a new report on the economic recovery and where North 
Carolina stands. 
 
 
     Tavis Smiley      Airdate:  November 20, 2012 
       Airtime:  1:00 a.m. 
       Format:  Interview/Discussion 
 
The CNBC business anchor Maria Bartiromo looked at the negotiations over the “fiscal cliff” issue that the 
U.S. is now facing. 
 
 
              Tavis Smiley      Airdate:  November 21, 2012 
       Airtime:  1:00 a.m. 
       Format:   Interview/Discussion 
       
Smiley talked with Indiana University SPEA Dean John D. Graham who assessed the potential well-being of 
the working poor, the near poor and the new poor in an economic recovery. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:   December 12, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:    News 
 
Michael Walden, Ph.D./William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor and Extension Economist from NC 
State University explained the factors involving the "fiscal cliff," the term used to describe the challenges 
that the U.S. government will face at the end of 2012, when the terms of the Budget Control Act of 2011 are 
scheduled to go into effect.  The impact could result in tax increases and spending cuts.  Dr. Walden also 
discusses ways the event can be avoided and gives us an update on North Carolina's economy. 
 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:   December 17, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
U.S. Senator Kay Hagan gave her insights on the pending "fiscal cliff."  She also talked about some of the 
legislation she is currently working on in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.         EDUCATION 
 
           North Carolina Now     Airdate:  October 10, 2012 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Dr. Scott Ralls, President of the North Carolina Community College System discussed the impact of the 
State Board of Community Colleges approving the Code Green Super Curriculum Improvement Project 
(CIP).  The project consolidates more than 80 curriculums into 32 and affecting thousands of students in five 
areas that are critical to the growth of North Carolina’s economy: energy, building, environment, 
transportation and engineering technology. It also creates a structure that enables students to earn or stack 
industry certifications that enable them to graduate with both academic and industry-recognized credentials 
and integrates important energy sustainability knowledge and skills that are in demand for technical careers. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  December 3, 2012 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Some states, including Illinois, have recently adopted new public school curriculum guidelines called the 
Common Core State Standards. While some teachers feel relief at having clear guidelines, Elizabeth 
Brackett reported from Chicago on a more contentious aspect of the new implementation: student and 
teacher evaluation. 
 
 
 
5.  EMPLOYMENT 
 
           PBS Newshour      Airdate:   October 16, 2012  
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Economic correspondent Paul Solman talked to the authors of "The Betrayal of the American Dream," 
Donald Barlett and James Steele, who say the drive for free trade has exported so many jobs to China, Brazil 
and India that American workers may become irrelevant to their own economy, just as other countries gain a 
middle class. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:   November 2, 2012 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
U.S. employers across various sectors are hiring, signaling slow but steady growth. Still, the unemployment 
rate rose in October and many Americans continue to leave the labor force completely. Jeffrey Brown talked 
to two economists, John Taylor and Austan Goolsbee, about what economic challenges the next president 
will face. 
 
 
 
 



North Carolina Now     Airdate:   November 13, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry explored North Carolina's jobless rate and how the state's economy is expected to slow 
dramatically in the 4th quarter.  Kelly looked at public sector job loss as part of the problem as budget 
constraints force layoffs and talked with experts about how to produce more jobs and get the economy 
going. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  December 7, 2012 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Businesses added 146,000 jobs in November, but Paul Solman reported the 7.7 percent unemployment rate 
was partially driven by Americans leaving the workforce. Jeffrey Brown talked to National Employment 
Law Project's Judy Conti and Heritage Foundation's Bill Beech, who debate the pros and cons of extending 
unemployment insurance. 
 
 
 
6.    ENVIRONMENT 
 
       North Carolina Now     Airdate:   November 16, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
North Carolina NOW featured an interview with Dr. Anantha Aiyyer, Associate Professor in the Marine, 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences department at NCSU. His research focuses on tropical meteorology, 
atmospheric dynamics and climate variability. He is well versed in hurricanes and offered his expertise on 
Superstorm Sandy and its effect on North Carolina. 
 
       
  North Carolina Now     Airdate:   October 29, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW visited Glen Raven Textile Company in Burlington where 100 percent of its trash is 
being recycled.  The company implemented the same recycling program at all of its North Carolina facilities 
and plans to do so at its facilities in India and Western Europe by the end of 2013.  
 
 
       North Carolina Now     Airdate:   October 31, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW’s Kelley McHenry found out how cheap natural gas has made carbon emissions in the 
US the lowest of any country in 5 years.  Progress Energy has converted several coal plants to natural gas 
and is planning more conversions in the future.  
 
 



            PBS Newshour      Airdate:  October 30, 2012 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
The Newshour reported on the economic effects of Hurricane Sandy which ripped through the mid-Atlantic 
and Northeast regions of the U.S., leaving behind $20 billion in damage so far. In addition, a forecasting 
firm has estimated $10 to 30 billion in lost business.  
 
 
          PBS Newshour      Airdate:  December 3, 2012 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
For 18 years, the U.N. was intent on cutting global emissions to prevent a rise in the earth's average 
temperature of more than two degrees. But new data shows the earth is on track to reach this point of no 
return. Gwen Ifill talked to National Journal's Coral Davenport on the implications of rising emissions and 
temperatures. 
 
 
       North Carolina Now     Airdate:   December 20, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW’s Jeff Smith headed to Rodanthe to find out the status of NC Highway 12 as efforts 
continue to get the route road ready following damage caused by Hurricane Sandy in October.  Officials not 
only face challenges rebuilding the highway but also other types of natural occurrences that are delaying 
progress.   
 
 
7.        HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
  

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  October 23, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW featured a segment on the Pretty in Pink Foundation and the organization's efforts to 
provide financial assistance to uninsured and underinsured breast cancer patients with quality, medical 
treatment regardless of their ability to pay.  The Raleigh-based foundation has a vision to eliminate financial 
barriers and to provide financial resources to any breast cancer patient with true financial needs for treatment 
and surgery and a goal to expand its efforts in all counties in North Carolina and every state.  
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:   November 26, 2012  
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW presented an excerpt from the 2012 Thomas Willis Lambeth Lecture in Public Policy 
featuring Dr. Alice Rivlin, Economist and Founding Director of the Congressional Budget Office.  The 
event took place earlier this year at UNC-Chapel Hill on the subject “Health Reform: Will We Ever Get it 
Right?” 
 



 
PBS NewsHour     Airdate:   November 20, 2012 

        Airtime:   6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
The Obama administration released new rules outlining what insurers on federal- or state-run insurance 
exchanges must cover as essential health benefits. Ray Suarez talked to Health Affairs' Susan Dentzer about 
how states are reacting to further implementation of the Affordable Care Act after the president's re-election. 
 
 

Tavis Smiley      Airdate:   November 29, 2012 
        Airtime:   1:00 a.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
California Endowment president Dr. Robert K. Ross, a longtime advocate for children’s health, talked with 
Smiley about healthcare issues in the U.S., particularly for boys and young men of color. 
 
 

Tavis Smiley      Airdate:   December 14, 2012 
        Airtime:   1:00 a.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Smiley talked with internationally recognized Cleveland Clinic surgeon Dr. Linda Bradley about her efforts 
to empower women toward a more pro-active healthcare approach. 
 
 
 North Carolina Now     Airdate:   December 19, 2012 
        Airtime:   7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Mary Linda Andrews/Director, Community Partnerships, GlaxoSmithKline and Cindy Mondello, MA, 
LPC/Executive Director, Restoration Place Ministries talked about the 2012 GlaxoSmithKline IMPACT 
Awards.  The IMPACT name represents Innovation, Management, Partnership, Achievement Community 
focus and Targeting needs of diverse and underserved populations. Five healthcare nonprofit organizations--
four in North Carolina and one in Philadelphia, PA--have received $40,000 each in grant funding for 
providing access to healthcare for the underserved in their communities. Restoration Place Ministries, 
located in Greensboro, provides affordable professional faith- based counseling to girls and women to bring 
about empowerment and self-worth. 
 
 
            North Carolina Now     Airdate:   December 31, 2012 
        Airtime:   7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Jeff Smith presented a compilation of his "Healthy Kids, Healthy Lives" series focusing on a regional 
project called Western North Carolina Healthy Kids. Some of the places Jeff visited included the North 
Carolina Center for Health and Wellness that sits at the heart of the Western North Carolina Healthy Kids 
movement in Asheville and the Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project which introduces farm 
elements such as fresh fruits and vegetables and farm animals to the schools.  There is the Mountain Area 
Child and Family Center near Asheville that has implemented a new eating standard involving color and 
taste called Rainbow in My Tummy.  Exercise was not excluded as students are exposed to a daily workout 



in through computer programs, a mountain bike trail in Clay County and the Kids in Parks program based in 
Asheville with creative "track trails."  Jeff also introduced the Be Active Appalachian Partnership that helps 
set up a full gym or specialty exercise equipment throughout a 30 county mountain region.  Mount Airy 
where the Parks and Recreation department has teamed up with the school system to help encourage 
children to eat smart and move more.  The program also included a community garden and joining 
greenways and parks with schools throughout Mount Airy to allow for more accessibility to playgrounds and 
ball fields without having to spend more money to duplicate these facilities.  Another project from the 
Mount Airy region involves a very animated character named Charles the Chef, who has come to life 
through books and cartoons aimed at teaching children healthy eating habits while keeping it fun. Jeff travels 
further west to Cherokee, North Carolina to learn more about a lifestyle and wellness program called 
Cherokee Choices, designed to lower the cases of obesity and diabetes among the people of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. 
 
 
 
8.          LOCAL/NATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES 
 

PBS NewsHour     Airdate:   November 23, 2012 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
NewsHour’s Judy Woodruff talked with former Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine, newly elected to the U.S. Senate. 
The Democratic lawmaker discusses his optimism for Congress being able to work across the aisle, his 
hopes for finding the right way to balance the budget and making compromises on tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans. 
 
 
 

PBS NewsHour     Airdate:   December 10, 2012 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
While tax breaks are popular, their future may be limited. Congressional leaders are deliberating on how 
they can increase revenue in order to bring down the deficit, and deductions may be on the chopping block. 
Paul Solman explored write-offs for charitable donations, mortgage interest and state and local taxes. 
 
 
 
 
9. POVERTY/HUNGER 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  October 23, 2012 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW featured Jenette Meldrum who was honored as a Local Lady Godiva for her work as 
co-founder of the Durham-based not-for-profit, PORCH – which helps feed underprivileged youth in the 
local Durham community through food collections to support the Backpack Buddies Program. 
 

 
 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2012 –DECEMBER 31, 2012 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
AGING 
    Financing retirement, fraud 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Public safety, gun control, school safety 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, economic development, proposed rise in state 
homeowners’ insurance, economic impact of year-end “fiscal cliff” 
 
EDUCATION 
   Quality public education, in-state tuition for discharged veterans, proposed Sturgeon City High School, 
school funding 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
    Jobs 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Solid waste disposal, Superstorm Sandy, drought conditions, oil and gas exploration off the coast, 
proposed wind-energy project, climate change 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Healthcare reform, healthy lifestyle, mental health 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Zoning, annexation, & incorporation, voter identification bill, Atlantic Marine Corp. communities, tax 
reform, video sweepstakes café ban, political partisanship 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, traffic 
 
 


