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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period January, February, March 2014. 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2014 
 

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement   
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT Gun control, violent crime, gangs, consumer protection 
 
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, financial security, economic 

development, gas prices, income inequality 
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, school safety, Common Core, cost of 

higher education, teacher retention and compensation, education 
funding 

 
EMPLOYMENT Job training, unemployment    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, offshore drilling, coal ash water pollution, 

polar vortex, flooding, air and water quality, alternative energy 
sources, coastal protection, fracking     

 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Mental health, Affordable Care Act, healthy lifestyle 
 
 
HOUSING Affordable housing, homelessness 
 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, political partisanship, 

improved infrastructure 
 
MILITARY Military sexual assault, military pensions 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
  
 
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion, highway construction 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period January, February, March 2014 

 
 
 
 
1. CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 

   PBS Newshour     Airdate:   01/14/2014 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
The Newshour answered the question: How can shoppers keep their information secure amid retail hacks? 
The report centered on U.S. retailer Target’s acknowledgement that up to 110 million customer accounts 
could have been compromised by a data breach, raising consumer concerns and prompting lawmakers to 
demand answers. How can shoppers protect themselves? Gwen Ifill talked to Nicole Perlroth of The New 
York Times and Ken Stasiak of SecureState. 
 
 
     
2. ECONOMY 
 
 
            North Carolina Now     Airdate:  01/14/2014   
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen attended a hearing on unemployment benefits at the General Assembly.  He provided an 
overview of the unemployment rate and the legislative discussion of unemployment benefits.  As part of this 
coverage, Kelly spoke with Undersecretary of Commerce Dale Folwell. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  02/19/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen sat in on the Joint Legislative Economic Development and Global Engagement Oversight 
Committee to find out the status of efforts by the state Commerce Department to privatize some of the 
state's economic development through the creation of a nonprofit development corporation. 
 
 
 Charlie Rose      Airdate:  02/12/2014 
       Airtime:  12:00 a.m. 
       Format:  Discussion 
 
 
Charlie Rose talked with Larry Fink, chairman and chief executive officer of financial services firm 
BlackRock, who discussed factors influencing the economy and stock market and the importance of saving 
for retirement. 
 



 
PBS Newshour      Airdate:   03/03/2014 

        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
The Newshour reported on the Environmental Protection Agency finalizing new rules that dramatically 
reduce the amount of sulfur in gasoline. The EPA disputes an oil and gas industry warning that the rule will 
drive gas prices up by 6 to 9 cents a gallon. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:   03/04/2014 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
The Newshour reported on President Obama’s 2015 budget proposal which includes new spending for 
preschool, job training and public works, and would expand the Earned Income Tax Credit for low-wage 
workers. Judy Woodruff talked to Robert Greenstein from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and 
James Capretta from the Ethics and Public Policy Center about whether measures meant to narrow the 
economic gap would be effective. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:   02/5, 12, 13/2014 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
In the debate over how to cure income inequality, talk about poverty and opportunity are increasingly 
converging.   In a series of conversations about the growing divide between rich and poor, Judy Woodruff 
talked to Rep. George Miller, D-Calif., co-author of a bill to raise the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour. 
Gwen Ifill talked to Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. on Feb. 12 about the importance of encouraging strong 
families and improving educational opportunities as keys to restoring the American dream. On the 13th, Judy 
Woodruff talked to Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C. about his personal experience growing up in a single-parent 
home, expanding educational opportunities for disadvantaged children, the impact of the Affordable Care 
Act on workers and the debate on raising the minimum wage. 
 
 
 

PBS Newshour  Weekend    Airdate:   01/11/2014 
        Airtime:   5:30 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
Wages in the U.S. have been largely stagnant over the past 45 years, but during the same time span 
consumer prices have risen dramatically. Hari Sreenivasan discussed this trend and its effect on poverty with 
Bloomberg BusinessWeek reporter, Roben Farzad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3.         EDUCATION 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  03/17/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Carol Jackson headed back to school to find out how the Common Core State Standards are affecting the 
way teachers teach.  North Carolina adopted the Common Core State Standards in 2010 as its Standard 
Course of Study for English language arts and mathematics and began implementation statewide in all 
public schools in the 2012-13 school year.  Jackson visited a math class in Chapel Hill to find out how 
teachers and students are faring.  
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  03/18/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:    News 
 
Dr. Suzanne Ortega, Ph.D./Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs the University of North Carolina 
discussed the impact of the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement, or CAA, between the North Carolina 
Community College System and the University of North Carolina on the university system.  In February, a 
joint meeting of the University of North Carolina Board of Governors and the State Board of Community 
Colleges was held to approve the revised Comprehensive Articulation Agreement.  The agreement governs a 
smoother transfer of students and credits between North Carolina community colleges and North Carolina 
public universities.  
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  03/11/2014 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen reported on the state lawmakers hearing from the North Carolina Educator Effectiveness 
and Compensation Task Force that's reviewing K-through-Twelve teacher compensation.  Republicans 
leaders say they'll propose higher entry-level pay but want more planning on how to pay teachers already in 
our classrooms. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  02/25/2014 
           03/05/2014 

       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina Now followed legislators as they learned more about virtual public school campuses that are 
active in other states.  Virtual schools are designed where every class, every day is taught by teachers 
online.  North Carolina public schools are facing new business models but, so far, those models have not 
included Internet-based campuses.  Kelly McCullen spoke with Mary Gifford, Senior Vice President of K12 
Inc., a for-profit online education company who gave a presentation to lawmakers about the virtual public 
charter schools it runs in more than 30 other states.  On March 3, McCullen presented an update on the 
campuses. 
 



 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  02/17/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW presented an excerpt from Governor Pat McCrory's presentation at the 2014 
Emerging Issues Forum that took place February 10th-11th in Raleigh.  The forum's focus was on "Teachers 
and the Great Economic Debate." Governor McCrory spoke on the topic "Charting a Path Forward."  Earlier 
that day, the governor announced a plan to increase the starting pay of beginning teachers in North Carolina. 
 

 
North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/10/2014 

        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen observed legislators as they review implementation of the "Read to Achieve" legislation.  
The law requires most 3rd Graders to read at grade level proficiency before entering 4th Grade or be held 
back or directed into summer reading camps.  Kelly also talked with Senate President Pro Tempore Phil 
Berger.  
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/11/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen examined education funding statistics that place North Carolina both in the top ten and 
bottom ten for school funding.  Legislators are given differing perspectives on how to view school funding. 
Kelly also had a conversation about the findings with State Senator Josh Stein (D-Wake), who is the 
Minority Whip and a member of the Education/Higher Education Committee. 
 
 
                PBS Newshour     Airdate:  02/11/2014 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
The Newshour reported on the North Carolina mandates that all elementary school students have equal 
access to art instruction, but enforcement of the law appears inconsistent across the state. Special 
correspondent for education John Merrow reports on two elementary schools' different approaches to arts 
education and the effects on student performance. 
 
 
4. EMPLOYMENT 
 
       

   PBS Newshour     Airdate:  02/08/2014 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
The Newshour reported on findings that unemployment rates are higher for young people and minorities. 
 



 
PBS Newshour      Airdate:  01/06/2014 

        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Emergency benefits for the long-term unemployed stopped for 1.3 million Americans at the end of 
December. Kwame Holman recapped the political debate over restarting those payments. Gwen Ifill got 
perspectives from Secretary of Labor Thomas Perez and Douglas Holtz-Eakin of the American Action 
Forum on how to address unemployment. 
 
 
5.       ENVIRONMENT 
 
 

PBS NewsHour     Airdate:  03/05/2014 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
In the largest fine ever for water pollution permit violations, Alpha Natural Resources, one of the largest 
coal producers in the nation, agreed to pay $27 million in fines and spend another $200 million to clean up 
its toxic discharges in five Appalachian states. Gwen Ifill talked to Dina Cappiello of The Associated Press 
to discuss the EPA settlement. 
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate: 02/17/2014 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelly McCullen reported on the meeting held by the Environmental Review Commission to hear accounts 
involving the discharge of untreated waste into the Haw River and the discharge of coal ash into the Dan 
River.  During the meeting, the Commission was updated on the water quality of the Haw and Dan Rivers, 
the clean-up status, and steps being taken to avoid another incident.  
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  03/10/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelly McCullen attended the Joint Legislative Committee on Energy Policy to find out how state lawmakers 
are reacting to federal officials considering relaxing the ban on offshore oil drilling in the mid-Atlantic, 
including North Carolina, Virginia and South Carolina several years from now.  Kelly also spoke with 
Lieutenant Governor Dan Forest who supports efforts to unleash the vast natural gas and oil resources in 
North Carolina. 
 
 
 North Carolina Now     Airdate:  01/28/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
David Huppert visited a Pittsboro company that is promoting the power of biodiesel and asking commuters 
to drive locally. 



 
 North Carolina Now     Airdate:  01/22/2014   
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
As part of Legislative Update, North Carolina Now reported on legislators opening discussions on changing 
state rules for allowing local governments to pass local environmental ordinances.  This coverage features an 
interview with Rep. Chuck McGrady,(R), Henderson County. 
 
 

PBS NewsHour     Airdate:  01/07/2014 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
 
Judy Woodruff reported on the polar vortex the its grip over the U.S., bringing frigid winds to places 
accustomed to cold winters and even sending ice and snow into the Deep South. 
 
 
 
6. HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate: 03/4, 5, 6/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 

 
Kelly McCullen offered a three-part series on heart disease and how some medical experts are switching 
their views on the illness and nutrition.  The conventional wisdom of eating a low-fat, high carbohydrate diet 
is now being challenged.  Saturated fat, once considered as negative nutrition is now being looked upon as 
positive. Her reported continued with Kelly presenting new research that indicates that sugar, instead of 
cholesterol could be a major factor in developing heart damage.  She concluded her reports on heart disease 
by examining the controversial issue of who should take statins to reduce the risks of heart attack or stroke.  
Recently, the guidelines for taking statins have been rewritten by a panel of heart specialists, which has 
raised concerns from many top health experts. 

 
 

Carolina Business Review    Airdate:   3/18 & 25/2014 
        Airtime:   5:00 p.m.   
        Format:    Interview/Discussion 
 
Host Chris William lead a 2-part discussion on mental health policy in the Carolinas with Chipp Bailey, 
Mecklenburg County Sheriff, Deby Dihoff, of  NAMI NC, Dr. Peter Liggett from the South Carolina 
DHHS, Dr. Janice Probst of the South Carolina Office of Rural Health and Mebane Rash of the North 
Carolina Center for Public Policy Research.  On the 18th, they discussed among other topics access to 
behavioral health care and expertise of providers and the impact of the Affordable care Act on behavioral 
health care benefits.  On the 25, they discussed in inconsistent policy and instability in mental health system 
and the potential effects of Medicaid expansion in the Carolinas. 
 
 
 



PBS NewsHour     Airdate:  01/013/2014 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
A group of doctors from the Commission to Build a Healthier America has issued a list of recommendations 
to improve health in America, noting relationships between socioeconomic status and wellness. Judy 
Woodruff talked to David Williams of Harvard University about the importance of laying foundations for 
health in childhood. 
 
 
 
7. MILITARY 
 
 

       PBS Newshour      Airdate:   03/10/2014   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
The Newshour reported on the Senate bill that revamps the way the military deals with sexual assault.  
 
 
 

    PBS Newshour      Airdate:   01/02/2014   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
When Congress reached a budget deal to fund the federal government, one of the controversial items they 
agreed to was a cut in military pensions. But does this break a promise to those who have served? Jeffrey 
Brown got perspective from retired Vice Adm. Norbert Ryan and former Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Lawrence Korb. 
 
 
 
 
8. POVERTY/HUNGER 
 
 

Child Hunger in North Carolina:  
A North Carolina Now Special    Airdate: 01/30/2014 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  Documentary 
 

North Carolina Now correspondent Heather Burgiss examined the crucial role of North Carolina’s food 
banks as they struggle to help the 20 percent of our state’s youngest citizens that still go hungry as families 
deal with today’s economic challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
9. TRANSPORTATION 

 
 

PBS NewsHour     Airdate:  01/08/2014 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
A bipartisan group of former lawmakers is making a push to revitalize America's roads and bridges. Judy 
Woodruff talked to the co-chairs of Building America's Future, former Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell and 
former Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood, about the advantages of investing in the nation's 
infrastructure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2014 – MARCH 31, 2014 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
AGING 
    Financing retirement, Medicare 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Public safety, consumer protection, violent crime, child welfare, drug use and abuse 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, minimum wage hikes, economic development, 
downtown Jacksonville development plan, income inequality 
 
EDUCATION 
   Quality public education, public school funding, school safety and security, cost of higher education, 
teacher retention and compensation, Common Core 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
   Job training, unemployment, job creation 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, coastal erosion, dredging and shoreline protection, beach 
nourishment, fracking, polar vortex, coal ash water pollution 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Healthy lifestyle, mental health treatment, Affordable Care Act and enrollment, expansion of Carteret 
General hospital 
 
HOUSING 
   Homelessness 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Zoning, annexation, & incorporation, National Flood Insurance Program, proposed sale of Hofmann 
Forest, tax reform, political partisanship 
 
MILITARY 
   Sexual assault in the military, water quality at Camp Lejeune, military pensions 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, transportation planning draft 
 


