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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period January, February, March 2013. 
 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2013 
 

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement, Medicare    
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT School safety, gun control, violent crime, gangs 
 
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, financial security, economic 

development, gas prices, sequestration and its impact on local 
economy 

 
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, education reform, school dropout 

prevention, school bullying 
 
EMPLOYMENT Jobs 
    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, alternative energy 

sources, coastal protection, natural gas    
   

 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Healthcare reform, mental health, healthy lifestyle, obesity, flu 
 
 
HOUSING Affordable housing 
 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, political partisanship, tax 

reform, video sweepstake café ban, voter identification legislation 
 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
  
 
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion 
 
 

 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period January, February, March 2013  

 
 

 
1. AGING   
 
           PBS Newshour      Airdate:  3/4/ 2013   
          Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Ray Suarez reported on why the threat of massive cuts to Medicare reimbursement rates has left some 
doctors so worried that they've decided to stop taking new Medicare patients. 
 
 
 
2. CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
        North Carolina Now     Airdate:  1/15/2013   
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 

 
 

Marla Roth reported on the Gang Resistance Education and Training Program or "G.R.E.A.T." for short in 
Bladen County.  Its purpose is to teach middle school students the proper skills to help them avoid gangs and 
violence.  

 
 

        Charlie Rose       Airdate:  1/16/2013    
       Airtime:  12:00 a.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Charlie Rose discussed the White House's new gun control proposals and the public's shifting attitudes with 
Michael Scherer of Time Magazine and Joe Scarborough, host of MSNBC's Morning Joe. 
 
 
          PBS Newshour      Airdate:   1/16 & 17/2013  
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
To understand the realities of President Obama's new proposals on gun, Jeffrey Brown got perspective on 
January 16 from Josh Horwitz from the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, David Kopel of the Independence 
Institute, Georgetown University School of Medicine's Dr. Liza Gold and Norm Ornstein of the American 
Enterprise Institute. On January 17, Ray Suarez looked at responses by lawmakers and the NRA to President 
Obama's gun violence proposals. Jeffrey Brown honed in on the topic of mental health with Barry 
Rosenfeld, a clinical forensic psychologist at Fordham University, and Dr. Paramjit Joshi of the Children's 
National Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 
 
 



         North Carolina Now     Airdate:  1/28/2013   
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry showed how violent crime rates have dropped in the Tar Heel State through the 
use of high tech tools such as DNA, GPS and VIPER. 
 
 
          PBS Newshour      Airdate:   2/4/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
While President Obama visited Minneapolis to launch a push for tighter gun control. Gwen Ifill talked to 
Philadelphia police commissioner Charles Ramsey and Bruce Hartman, sheriff of Gilpin County, Colo., 
about the differences of gun cultures in rural and urban settings and protecting citizens from crime while 
protecting their rights. 
 
 
      
3.  ECONOMY 
 
 
        North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/4/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Andrea Harris, president of the North Carolina Institute of Minority Economic Development talked about 
the impact of minority economic development in North Carolina.  She is the recent recipient of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce Minority Business Development Agency's Abe Venable Award for Lifetime 
Achievement. This national award is given to an individual who has played an integral role in the creative, 
technical or professional progress of the minority business community over the course of his or her life. 
 
 
        North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/6/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Anita Brown-Graham, director of the Institute for Emerging Issues, discussed the 28th Annual 
Emerging Issues Forum that took place on February 11th and 12th at the Raleigh Convention 
Center.  The forum's theme is "Manufacturing Works."  It focused on how manufacturing has 
changed dramatically in higher-paying, more skilled jobs and how North Carolina can be a key 
player in transforming the state's economy and communities.  The Tar Heel State ranks fourth 
nationwide in manufacturing and is first among southeastern states in terms of manufacturing 
employment. 
 
 
 
 
 



            PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/13/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
President Obama took his second term economic plan on the road starting at a factory in Asheville, N.C. 
During his State of the Union, Mr. Obama put forward new economic policies including a focus on 
strengthening the middle class, raising the minimum wage and tackling the budget deficit. To discuss Mr. 
Obama’s economic plan as well as growing economic inequality across the U.S., Judy Woodruff was joined 
by Kevin Hassett, director of economic policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute, and Katrina 
vanden Heuvel, editor of The Nation. 
 
 
           North Carolina Now     Airdate:   3/1/2013   
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW took a look at the ingenuity of small entrepreneurs to make a large impact on business 
in the Tar Heel State and beyond. Heather Burgiss meet with Bart Creasman and Cass Baltz the creators and 
craftsmen of Baltz Fine Writing Instruments, a Raleigh company specializing in hand crafted wood pens.  
Stephanie Bourland met two women who were laid off from the financial industry and now grow and 
process pickles that are sold throughout the country and abroad.  Kelly McCullen visited Wayco Ham 
Company in Goldsboro where country hams are produced with an old fashioned taste using new tech 
practices. David Huppert profiled Master Gardener Marilyn Cox and her company, "I Must Garden," which 
sells organic animal and insect natural repellents for the yard.  Kelly McCullen visited Carolina Distillery in 
Lenoir to check out the Carriage House line of apple and strawberry brandy. 
 
 
     Charlie Rose      Airdate:   2/5/2013 
       Airtime:  1:00 a.m. 
       Format:  Interview/Discussion 
 
Charlie Rose talked to Alan Blinder of Princeton University who discussed his book, After the Music 
Stopped, on the history of the American financial crisis and how we can get out of it. 
 
 
 
          Washington Week with Gwen Ifill   Airdate:   3/1/2013 
        Airtime:  8:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
This episode of Washington Week looked at why the White House and Congress could not reach a deal to 
avoid the sequester before the March 1 deadline and the potential economic impact of mandatory federal 
spending cuts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



        Charlie Rose       Airdate:   3/7/2013 
       Airtime:  1:00 a.m. 
       Format:  Interview/Discussion 
 
Charlie Rose talked with Rex Tillerson, chairman and CEO of ExxonMobil, and discussed a range of issues, 
including rising oil prices, the politics of the proposed Keystone Pipeline, ExxonMobil's position on global 
warming, and the booming natural gas market. 
 
        PBS Newshour      Airdate:   3/1/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
To learn how the sequester cuts will have impact on both the federal and local levels, Jeffrey Brown talked 
with Ed O'Keefe of The Washington Post, Karen Kasler of Ohio Public Television and Megan Verlee of 
Colorado Public Radio. 
 
 
 
4.     EDUCATION 
 
 
         North Carolina Now     Airdate:  01/30/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Special correspondent John Tulenko looked at some schools that institute real world applications into lesson 
plans and emphasize the importance of improvement over intelligence. The schools are less interested in 
testing but rather making sure students have the life skills they need once they leave the classroom. 
 
 
        North Carolina Now     Airdate:  02/8/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
UNC President Tom Ross discussed the new five-year UNC Strategic Plan and what it means for the 17 
UNC campuses.  
 
 
           North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/26/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Elizabeth Wilder visited the new regional school in Plymouth, North Carolina where the curriculum focuses 
on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) courses.  The Northeast Regional School of 
Biotechnology and Agriscience also focuses on teens whose parents did not attend college and offers an 
incentive that if the students finish the "13th" grade, it could result in as much as two years of college credit-
-tuition free.  
 
 
 
 



           North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/19/2013 
          2/28/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Heather Burgiss examined a new set of education standards in North Carolina called the Common Core that 
consists of standard pieces of English, Language Arts and Mathematics.  The program is designed to identify 
what students should know and help them become critical thinkers, effective communicators and better 
problem solvers. Burgiss wrapped up her two part segment on the North Carolina Common Core Education 
Standards on February 28.  She took a more in-depth look as to how Mathematics and English curriculums 
will be affected by the new standards.   
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/7/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Nonprofit educational organization OneGoal has partnered with Chicago public schools to push kids at risk 
of dropping out of high school to persist and attend college. Ash-har Quraishi of WTTW Chicago reported 
for the American Graduate project on a special curriculum that hones leadership skills these kids often 
already have. 
 
 
 
5. EMPLOYMENT 
 
       
            North Carolina Now      Airdate:  2/13/2013 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
David Hains traveled to Morganton to tour Opportunity Threads, an organization that has brought together 
portions of the cut and sew industry and legally documented immigrants.  The workers are not only creating 
products but also are being empowered towards owning the business. 
 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  3/14/2013 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
North Carolina NOW presented an excerpt, "The View from Capitol Hill," a panel discussion that took place 
at the 28th Annual Emerging Issues Forum on February 11th and 12th at the Raleigh Convention Center 
featuring U.S. Senators Kay Hagan and Richard Burr.   The forum's theme was "Manufacturing 
Works," which focused on how manufacturing has changed dramatically in higher-paying, more skilled jobs 
and how North Carolina can be a key player in transforming the state's economy and communities. 
 
 
 
 
 



North Carolina Now     Airdate:   3/26/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Stephanie Bourland visited Asheboro, home of Texas Jeans, where the clothing is 100% made in America. 
The facility was originally headquartered in Texas but moved its operations to North Carolina to avoid 
going overseas 
 
 
              PBS Newshour     Airdate:   3/8/2013   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Diane Swonk, chief economist for Mesirow Financial, and Daniel Gross, business columnist for Newsweek 
and The Daily Beast, joined Ray Suarez to discuss which sectors are hiring and how the American 
workplace is changing. 
 
 
 
6.      ENVIRONMENT 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:   1/7/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Clay Johnson visited near the city Bath, North Carolina where Duke Energy is building a 12.5-megawatt, 40 
million dollar solar farm.  Located on 85 acres, the facility would become the state's largest solar power site. 
 
        
      North Carolina Now     Airdate:  1/15/2013 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
North Carolina Bookwatch Host D.G. Martin conducted a special interview with coastal and marine 
sedimentologist and stratigrapher Dr. Stanley Riggs on the topic of coastal dynamics--how to respond to the 
North Carolina's changing coast--especially along the Outer Banks and how to establish a link between 
coastal tourism and the importance of protecting the coast’s natural resources to allow economic 
sustainability and growth in the region. Dr. Riggs recently co-authored a book, The Battle for the North 
Carolina Coast, that takes a look at the issues that threaten the North Carolina Barrier Islands and their 
associated wetlands and estuaries. 
 
 
     PBS Newshour      Airdate:  1/25/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
San Francisco is trying to become the first city with zero waste. By requiring residents and businesses to 
separate compostable items such as food scraps, as well as recyclable items, NewsHour correspondent 
Spencer Michels reported that the city has already reduced a huge amount of garbage from ending up in 
landfills. 
 



 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  1/30/2013 
         Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelley McHenry examined how cheap natural gas has made carbon emissions in the US the lowest of any 
country in 5 years.  Progress Energy has converted several coal plants to natural gas and is planning more 
conversions in the future.  
 
       
        North Carolina Now     Airdate:   2/4, 5, 6/2013   
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Dr. Tom Linden began a three part series on efforts of maintaining ecological balance within our state 
parks.  In the first story on February 4, he traveled 45 miles southwest of Asheville to visit Gorges State 
Park, home to the only temperate rainforest east of the Rocky Mountains.  According to the National 
Climatic Data Center, the area averages 91 inches of precipitation a year with temperatures reaching around 
87 degrees.  The temperatures allow rare species of tropical plants and wildlife to survive  Dr. Linden is the 
Glaxo Wellcome Distinguished Professor of Medical Journalism and Director of the Medical and 
Science Journalism Program in School of Journalism and Mass Communication at UNC-Chapel Hill.  
Continuing his series, he stopped by Eno River State Park in Durham as park officials are battling an 
underwater weed called hydrilla.  The plant is clogging the Eno River making it difficult for canoeing and 
reducing the size of fish.  The hydrilla could also affect the quality of drinking water from the Eno River into 
Falls Lake, which is Raleigh's main drinking supply.  Authorities are looking into way to reduce the hydrilla 
without causing environmental harm to the river. Dr. Linden concluded his series by visiting Fort Macon 
State Park where engineers have tried to stabilize erosion caused by sea waves and hurricanes.  The Army 
Corps of Engineers built a structure known as a terminal groin that helps ships navigate Beaufort Inlet and 
keeps beachgoers on the beach.  Students in UNC's Medical and Science Journalism Program helped 
produce the story.  
 
 
              North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/27/2013 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry reported on a new nine million dollar grant program awarded to North Carolina State 
University to make solar home installation projects easier and less expensive.  The U.S. Department of 
Energy grant will be used to design solar energy systems and installation and connection procedures that 
require little or no customization by homeowners and installers. The systems would set up quickly and 
connect to the power grid easily, while still meeting building and electrical codes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 



7. HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 
 

  North Carolina Now     Airdate:  1/23/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 

        Format:   News 
 
Carolyn Dunn, PhD, RD/Professor and Interim Head Department of 4H Youth Development and Family and 
Consumer Sciences & Chair of the Writing Committee for the 2013-2020 State Obesity Prevention Plan 
offered details of the new North Carolina Obesity Prevention Plan for 2013 to 2020.  The plan addresses 
obesity that is measurable and current based on available data and evidence-based strategies with the goal of 
making the healthy choice the easy choice when it comes to good nutrition and physical activity. 
 
  

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  2/25/2013 
  3/4/2013 

            3/11/2013 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 

        Format:   News 
 
Heather Burgiss began a three part special on rural health in North Carolina.  She traveled to the coast to 
visit the fishing town of Englehard to learn of the challenges facing residents in receiving medical care and 
the efforts being made to improve the situation.  Burgiss continued her series on Rural Healthcare in North 
Carolina on March 4 by visiting the Benson Area Medical Center, a community-owned nonprofit facility 
that offers primary health care services to residents of Johnston, Harnett, and Sampson Counties. BAMC 
was formed in 1979 as a result of a grassroots community movement to address the shortage of physicians in 
southern Johnston County.  Heather took a look at the center's approach of providing access to quality, cost-
effective primary health care services and how new advances are helping bring access to medical care and 
prescription drugs to more patients.  Heather Burgiss presented the third installment of her Rural Healthcare 
in North Carolina segments on March 11.  Heather visited Wilkes County and showed how the communities 
of Hays, Boomer, and Champion are rallying to keep their healthcare centers sustainable for the future as 
cuts in healthcare reimbursements take a toll on their already tight budgets.  According to the Wilkes County 
2012 “State of the County’s Health Report,” the number of uninsured patients receiving services increased 
by nearly 30-percent.   

 
 

           North Carolina Now     Airdate:  3/26/2013 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Jeff Smith continued his series on Healthy Kids, Healthy Lives by traveling to Ahoskie to visit the Roanoke 
Chowan Community Health Center (RCCHC).  The center is focusing on various aspects of health care in 
the northeast region of the state--including child obesity issues.  RCCHC recently opened Ahoskie 
Comprehensive Care, a new facility for medical providers and clinical staff to address those concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           PBS Newshour      Airdate:  3/15/2013 
        Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
In the wake of several recent shootings, politicians and commentators have called for improved mental 
health screening and treatment. Spencer Michels reported on a program in California called "Laura's Law," 
an unfunded mandate that has proven difficult to implement and has drawn concern about involuntary 
treatment for patients. 
 
 
 
8.          LOCAL/NATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES 
 

PBS NewsHour     Airdate:   3/13/2013 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
As budget negotiations progress and President Barack Obama continues to emphasize bipartisanship, Judy 
Woodruff talked with presidential historian Michael Beschloss and Marc Hetherington, an author and 
political science professor at Vanderbilt University to examine if this approach has helped with politics and 
policies in the past. 
 
 
 

Frontline      Airdate:   2/12/2013 
        Airtime:  10:00 p.m. 
        Format:    News 
 
FRONTLINE investigated the inside story of Washington’s failure to solve the country’s debt and deficit 
problems. Drawing on interviews with key players in Congress and the White House, FRONTLINE went 
behind the scenes to show how a clash of politics and personalities has taken the nation's economy to the 
edge of the “fiscal cliff,” and now to a second round of standoffs over the debt ceiling and sequestration. The 
film explores the deep ideological divide inside the Republican Party and the struggle between House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor and House Speaker John Boehner as they take on President Obama and the 
Democrats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2013 – MARCH 31, 2013 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
AGING 
    Financing retirement, Medicare 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Public safety, gun control, school safety, violent crime 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, economic development, price of gasoline, sequestration 
and its impact on local economy 
 
EDUCATION 
   Quality public education 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
    Jobs 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Solid waste disposal, oil and gas exploration off the coast, proposed wind-energy project, climate change 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Cost of health care, healthy lifestyle, mental health, obesity, flu 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Rezoning, annexation, & incorporation, tax reform, future of video sweepstakes café, political 
partisanship, special-use permit to build rock quarry in Maple Hill, construction of Onslow County 
Government Center, proposed school construction bonds, property insurance rates, Municipal Park upgrades 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, traffic 
 
 


