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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period January, February, March 2017. 
 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2017 
STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement, healthy aging  
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT Gun violence and control, consumer protection, cybersecurity  
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, financial security, economic 

development and developing new industries, tourism 
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, college affordability, teacher pay 
 
EMPLOYMENT Job creation and training, unemployment, wages    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, climate change, coastal 

protection, fracking, solar and wind energy 
     
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Mental health, healthy lifestyle, cost of health care, future of 

Affordable Care Act, cost of prescription medicine, opioid abuse 
 
HOUSING Affordable housing, homelessness 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, political divisiveness and 

anxiety, partial repeal of HB2, tax reform, President Trump’s 
inauguration and actions in first one hundred days 

 
MILITARY Services for military personnel and veterans 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS Race relations, President Trump’s immigration policies 
        
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty, economic mobility, President 

Trump’s proposed budget and local ramifications 
  
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion, highway construction, light rail construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period January, February, March 2017 

 
 
      
1. ECONOMY 
 
 

Carolina Business Report    Airdate:  3/06/17 
        Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Length:   30 Minute 
        Format:  Discussion 
 
Panelists John Hood of the John William Pope Foundation, and Peggy B. McLean, the Economic 
Development Director for Kershaw County talked Medicaid and the new Governors of North and South 
Carolina. Host Chris William then talked with Chuck Purvis of the Coastal Federal Credit Union about 
healthcare, tax reform, innovation and wealth inequality. 
 
 

     PBS Newshour      Airdate:  1/23/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Sharmin Mossavar-Rahmani, CIO of the private wealth management group at Goldman Sachs, provided an 
economic outlook for the coming year. 
 
 

    PBS Newshour      Airdate:  1/25/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
Byron Wien of Blackstone, WSJ business editor Dennis Berman, and Bloomberg senior markets editor Mike 
Regan discussed the changes in the U.S. economy in the months since the election. 
 
 
          PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/03/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Length:   60 Minutes 
       Format:   News 

 
In the news wrap, President Trump signed an executive order directing the Treasury Department to look for 
ways to roll back the Dodd-Frank Act's regulations, and signed a memorandum aimed at blocking a 
retirement savings regulation that makes brokers put clients' interests first. Also, the Labor Department 
reported that U.S. employers added 227,000 new jobs. 
 
 
 
 



            North Carolina Now     Airdate:  03/23/2017   
       Airtime:  8:00 p.m. 
       Length:   30 Minutes 

       Format:   Discussion 
 

 
NC Now featured a special on small/family businesses in North Carolina.  Booneshine is drawing visitors to 
the High Country with its craft beer. Joe Thompson turned his Orange County family farm from raising 
crops to raising prawns. Godwin Manufacturing in Dunn is known worldwide for its dump trucks. The Bath 
Place in Nash County sells specialty homemade soaps & bath products. 
 
.  
 
         North Carolina Now     Airdate:  03/29/2017   
       Airtime:  8:00 p.m. 
       Length:   30 Minutes 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
NC Now featured a special on agriculture in North Carolina.  Family-owned Hickory Nut Farms works to 
promote sustainable farming & food practices. Family-run Barkley's Mill Farm is famous for their grits. 
Duck Dance Farm mixes tourism with agricultural education. Mr. & Mrs. Johnson have been growing & 
selling peaches from their family-owned orchard for decades. 
 
 
        North Carolina Now     Airdate:  02/01/2017   
       Airtime:  8:00 p.m. 
       Length:   30 Minutes 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
The city of Asheville is one of the largest collectors of climate data in the world and is creating innovative 
ways to help entrepreneurs and large companies develop climate-related goods and services. 
 
 
         PBS Newshour      Airdate:  3/02/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Length:   60 Minutes 
       Format:   News 

 
 
 
The Dow Jones and other indexes were already doing well when Donald Trump won the presidential 
election. And the overall jump of recent weeks has accelerated mightily, rising from just above 18,000 on 
election day to breaking 21,000 this week. For analysis of what’s happening with the markets, William 
Brangham spoke with Neil Irwin of The New York Times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



        PBS Newshour      Airdate:  3/15/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Length:   60 Minutes 
       Format:   News 

 
After years of holding interest rates at a near-zero level, the Federal Reserve has entered a new phase of 
confidence in the "robustness of the economy and its resilience to shocks," according to Fed Chair Janet 
Yellen. Jeffrey Brown took a closer look at what the Fed is seeing with David Wessel of the Brookings 
Institution. 
 
 
 
2. EDUCATION 
 
          Black Issues Forum     Airdate:  02/12/17   
       Airtime:  11:30 a.m. 
       Length:   30 Minutes 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
Jobs of the future will be in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, and, for African 
American students to be poised for those opportunities; they have to first get interested. Today’s guests share 
their exciting work to close the racial gap in STEM education and participation: Moni Singh, Founder and 
CEO of STEM for Kids; Del Ruff, an Entrepreneur and Chair of the North Carolina Science and 
Engineering Fair Foundation; and, from the North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics, Professor 
Emeritus Dr. Joan Barber and Dean of Engineering and Technology Dr. Ershela L Sims discussed programs 
available to students statewide. 
 
 

   Tavis Smiley       Airdate: 2/17/17    
       Airtime:   1:00 A.M. 
       Length:   30 Minutes 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
The former assistant secretary of education and current president of The Network For Public Education 
Diane Ravitch joined Smiley to discuss the uncertain future of America’s education system. 
 
 
         Carolina Business Report    Airdate:  2/19/17 
        Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Length:   30 Minute 
        Format:  Discussion 
 
 
The South Carolina State Superintendent of Education talked equality in schools, workforce development, 
immigration and personalized pathways for performance. Panelists included Ted Pitts, President and CEO of 
the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce and Brian Etheridge, President, of Leadership North Carolina 
 
 
 
 
 



3.          EMPLOYMENT 
 
             PBS Newshour      Airdate:  01/03/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Ford announced it’s scrapping plans to build a $1.6 billion plant in Mexico and will instead invest $700 
million into an existing Michigan plant, and hire 700 workers in the U.S. Though it’s a drop in the bucket in 
terms of the American economy, it’s symbolically significant. William Brangham spoke with Josh Boak of 
the Associate Press about whether President-elect Donald Trump can take any credit. 
 
 
          PBS Newshour      Airdate:  01/19 & 26/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Elizabeth White has been on the edge of the financial cliff for years, but you'd never know it from outside 
appearances. "Everybody is pretending," she says. In her self-published book "Fifty-Five, Unemployed, and 
Faking Normal" she painfully chronicles the crash of a flourishing career and upper-middle class lifestyle -- 
and she's not alone. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reported both part one and part two of this 
report. In part two, Elizabeth White was once comfortably middle class, but recently she has been severely 
underemployed. Now as she approaches the traditional age for retirement, she is struggling to make ends 
meet, and her story is not uncommon.  
 
 
        PBS Newshour      Airdate:  01/23/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
 
President Donald Trump signed three executive orders Monday morning, including a withdrawal from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership and a freeze on federal government hiring. A weekend of tumult over the size of 
his Inauguration Day crowd, record-breaking protests and news coverage gave way to focus on trade and 
jobs. John Yang reported. 
 
 
4. HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 

        
              PBS Newshour     Airdate:  3/06/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 

Republican lawmakers released their bill to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act on Monday evening. 
Proposed changes include ending direct government subsidies in favor of tax credits, ending penalties of the 
individual mandate and phasing out the expansion of Medicaid in 2020. Lisa Desjardins talked with John 
Yang from Capitol Hill. 



              PBS Newshour     Airdate:  3/08/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Under the new Republican plan to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act, tax credits would assist 
uninsured people to buy coverage. But the criteria that determine eligibility is shifting, with age becoming a 
greater factor than income. Judy Woodruff talked to Julie Rovner of Kaiser Health News about the impact if 
the plan becomes law. 
 

 
              PBS Newshour     Airdate:  2/27/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 

Efforts by the Trump administration and congressional Republicans to dismantle the Affordable Care Act 
are underway, unnerving to some hospital executives who see uncertainty for their bottom line. If large 
numbers of people lose their insurance under a replacement, hospital finances could be at risk. Special 
correspondent Sarah Varney reported. 
 
 
              PBS Newshour     Airdate:  3/07/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
The House bill that Republicans plan to pass to replace the Affordable Care Act keeps some of the most 
popular provisions of the law, but it does not mandate coverage and shifts how the government would 
provide financial help. John Yang looked at key aspects of the plan with Sabrina Corlette of the Health 
Policy Institute and Lanhee Chen of the Hoover Institution. 
 
 
               PBS Newshour     Airdate:  3/09/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Dr. Mario Molina of Molina Healthcare, an insurance executive whose business is focused on Medicaid 
patients, is concerned about the way the Republican plan to replace the Affordable Care Act will not only 
affect patients on Medicaid, but cause major economic ripples for states and the health care system. Molina 
joined William Brangham to discuss what he sees as at stake. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          



5.         LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
            POLITICS/GOVERNMENT  
 
 

      PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/09/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
   
How should companies navigate polarized politics in the Trump era? How should companies navigate the 
new political climate under President Trump? From political Super Bowl ads to Trump-brand boycotts, we 
seem to be seeing the rise of a new partisan consumerism. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reported. 
 
 

    PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/21/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
 
In the coal towns of West Virginia, President Trump made economic promises that helped him win the 
election. Around 12,000 mining jobs have been eliminated in the last few years in that state alone while 
production remains at its lowest since the 1980s. In collaboration with the NewsHour and Marketplace, 
Frontline offered a look at the hopes and realities for some of the Americans who voted Trump. 
 
 

   PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/17/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Three months since the election and a few weeks into the new Trump administration, recent public opinion 
polls show we live in a deeply divided country. So what are voters saying about the new president? William 
Brangham has a tale of two cafes in Texas, where he found strikingly different views and emotions about the 
state of politics. 
 
 

PBS Newshour          Airdate:  2/22/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
 
Federal guidelines advising schools to let transgender kids use the bathroom that corresponds to their gender 
identity are being withdrawn by the Departments of Justice and Education. What will the Trump 
administration’s change mean for schools and students? William Brangham talked to Evie Blad of Education 
Week. 
 
 
 



             Black Issues Forum     Airdate:  1/29/17   
       Airtime:  11:30 a.m. 
       Length:   30 Minutes 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
Nationally and at home in North Carolina, it seems democracy is at play. An outgoing President Barak 
Obama said as much in his farewell speech to the nation. From the election of Donald Trump to special, 
closed door sessions called at the general assembly, how do you make sure your voice is heard and interests 
are met? Politicians and voter advocates weighed in. 
 
 

Carolina Business Report    Airdate:  2/26/17 
        Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 
        Length:   30 Minute 
        Format:  Discussion 
 
From gerrymandering, to the role of business leadership and the impact of the 24-hour news cycle, the panel 
looked at efforts being made to improve bipartisan relations. Panelist included Richard Vinroot, Attorney 
with Robinson, Bradshaw and Hinson; Bob Orr, retired NC Supreme Court Justice; Dr. Gilbert Greggs with 
St. David’s School; and Antjuan Seawright, political consultant with Blueprint Strategy. 
 
 

PBS Newshour          Airdate:  2/03/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
In many state capitals, lawmakers are targeting protesters’ tactics amid a renewed wave of large-scale 
demonstrations, sparking debates over the question of free speech versus public safety. John Yang speaks 
with Christopher Ingraham of The Washington Post about how far the new laws go and how civil liberties 
advocates are reacting. 
 
 
 
6.      MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
 

      PBS Newshour      Airdate:  1/30/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
Protests and demonstrations erupted across the nation in response to President Donald Trump's executive 
order concerning immigrants and refugees. The president's executive order temporarily bars all refugees and 
travelers from seven majority-Muslim nations, while Syrian refugees were blocked indefinitely. William 
Brangham talked to people who’ve been affected by the order. 
 
 
 
 
 



      PBS Newshour      Airdate:  2/06/17   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Length:   60 Minutes 

       Format:   News 
 
A Constitutional showdown is underway over President Trump’s controversial executive order on 
immigration. In Seattle, a federal judge issued a temporary halt to Trump’s travel ban, resulting in an appeal 
from the Justice Department. John Yang got two takes on the legal arguments from Washington State 
Attorney General Robert Ferguson and Rep. Ted Yoho, R-Fla. 
 
 
 
           Charlie Rose      Airdate:  02/09/17 
        Airtime: 12:00 A.M.  
        Length:  60 Minutes 
        Format:  Discussion 
 
Adam Liptak, Supreme Court correspondent for The New York Times, and guest host Jeff Glor provided an 
update on President Trump's controversial immigration order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1 – MARCH 31, 2017 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Consumer protection, cybersecurity, relationship with law enforcement, child sexual abuse 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, home sales, redevelopment strategies after natural 
disasters, proposed shellfish lease, proposed shrimp trawl limits, petition to limit near-shore shrimping 
 
 EDUCATION 
   Quality public education, college affordability, new Richlands Elementary School project, gangs in 
schools, HB293 making school board elections partisan, proposed school realignment 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
   Unemployment, job creation and training, cost of living wages 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Water quality, beach nourishment project, future shark population, proposed wind farm 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Healthy lifestyle, future of Affordable Care Act, opioid abuse, mental health resources and funding 
 
HOUSING 
   Homelessness, housing costs 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Zoning, annexation, & incorporation, expanding population, HC153, uses for Hammocks Beach State 
Park, possible waterfront property released from federal restrictions, President Trump’s inauguration and 
actions in first one hundred days, political divisiveness and anxiety, partial repeal of HB2 
  
MILITARY 
   Veteran unemployment, services for military personnel and veterans, Camp Lejeune water contamination 
VA compensation program, Camp Lejeune nude photo scandal 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
    Immigration and naturalization process, President Trump’s immigration policies 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty, economic mobility, President Trump’s proposed budget and local 
ramifications 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, traffic, proposed U.S. 17 bypass, future site of first park 
and ride, new high-rise bridge in Surf City 


	NC Now featured a special on small/family businesses in North Carolina.  Booneshine is drawing visitors to the High Country with its craft beer. Joe Thompson turned his Orange County family farm from raising crops to raising prawns. Godwin Manufacturi...

