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This report documents the significant issues ascertained within the 12 present transmitter areas The 
University of North Carolina Center for Public Television for the period April, May, June 2014. 
 
Background 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) requires that each licensee ascertain the significant issues 
within its community each quarter in a manner it deems most effective. 
 
The information extracted is used for research and planning by the program and production departments of 
The Center.  Provided in this report is a list of programs broadcast which represent the most significant 
treatment of the enumerated community issues.   
 
Quarterly reports are maintained and filed with each licensee's public file.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

FOR THE PERIOD APRIL, MAY, JUNE 2014 
 

STATEWIDE LIST OF MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
 
AGING     Financing retirement   
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/ 
LAW ENFORCEMENT Gun control, violent crime, gangs, consumer protection 
 
 
ECONOMY The state of the economy, financial security, economic 

development, gas prices, wages, tourism, home sales 
 
EDUCATION Quality public education, school safety, Common Core, teacher 

tenure, retention and compensation, school funding, charter schools 
 
EMPLOYMENT Job creation, unemployment    
 
ENVIRONMENT Solid waste disposal, coal ash water pollution, flooding, air and 

water quality, alternative energy sources, coastal protection, 
fracking     

 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE Mental health, healthy lifestyle 
 
 
HOUSING Affordable housing, homelessness 
 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT   Zoning, annexation & incorporation, improved infrastructure, town 

and counties budgets, tax hikes, downtown development 
 
MILITARY Military sexual assault, access to care at VA clinics, veteran 

unemployment 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
  
 
TRANSPORTATION   Road and bridge construction & maintenance, traffic   
     congestion, highway construction 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarterly Issues/Program List 
For the Period April, May, June 2014 

 
     
1. ECONOMY 
 
 

Carolina Business Review    Airdate:  5/6/2014   
       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
Host Chris William talked with Matthew Coppedge, Chief Operating Officer of Downtown Durham, Inc., 
Pat Danahy, President and Chief Executive Officer of The Greensboro Partnership, Ben Haskew, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of the Greenville Chamber of Commerce, and Matt Kennell, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of City Center Partnership, Inc.   They talked about eliminating bureaucracy and 
streamlining processes for new businesses, creating a sense-of-place as an economic development tool, and 
the return on investment for public infrastructure improvements. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:   4/22/2014 
        Airtime:   6:00 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
Economics correspondent Paul Solman reported on the growing push in Seattle to raise the minimum wage 
62 percent to $15 an hour, which the University of Washington has calculated as the minimum cost of living 
for an adult with one child. But would the benefits of the wage hike actually outweigh the costs?  
 
 

PBS Newshour  Weekend    Airdate:   4/27/2014 
        Airtime:   5:30 p.m.   
        Format:    News 
 
Recent reports suggest that the recovery in the nation’s housing market might be starting to slow down, with 
both existing and new home sales down in the last months. How will this affect the overall economic health 
in the country? Alison Stewart spoke with Michelle Conlin, a senior correspondent at Reuters, about trends 
in home sales during the last year. 
 
 
 
2.         EDUCATION 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/20/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry showed how the Tar Heel State is taking the lead in getting high school students ahead of 
the curve in I-T careers. North Carolina is the first state to offer Microsoft Software Certification in every 
public and charter high school--giving students real-world business skills and credentials. 
 



North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/6 /2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:    News 
 
Heather Burgiss introduced us to the North Carolina New Teacher Support Program, a program through the 
University of North Carolina General Administration funded by a Race to the Top grant. The program pairs 
beginning teachers with veteran educators to individualize support for teachers in their first three years in the 
classroom to maximize student learning and teacher retention.    Studies show about one-third of teachers 
exit the profession after their first year and almost half leave teaching after five years. 
 
 

PBS Newshour      Airdate:  5/6/2014 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Starting in the 1970’s, and under the recent implementation of the Common Core, a former pillar of 
elementary education has been largely forgotten. But there’s a feeling that learning cursive still has value, 
even in the age of typing and texting. The NewsHour's April Brown reports from North Carolina, one of a 
handful of states that's moved to make learning the formal, curlicue letters mandatory. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  4/21/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen reported on the final report of the Educator Effectiveness and Compensation Task Force 
that suggested short term and long term goals.  The task force is charged with making recommendations to 
the legislature about statewide teacher pay models that would attract and retain highly effective teachers and 
could include merit pay and/or incentive pay for teachers to move to hard to staff schools. But questions 
remain as to which teachers--newer or seasoned--would be receiving pay raises.   
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  6/2/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelly McCullen broke down the state Senate's proposed 21-billion dollar budget.  A portion of the budget 
includes the largest teacher pay increase in state history but the raise could result in a loss of tenure and 
teaching assistants.   
 
 

Carolina Business Review    Airdate:  6/3 & 10/2014   
       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
In a two part Summit on North Carolina Education, host Chris William talked with William Cobey, 
Chairman, North Carolina State Board of Education, James F. Goodmon, President & CEO, Capitol 
Broadcasting, Inc., Jim Merrill, PhD, Superintendent, Wake County Public School System, Heath E. 
Morrison, PhD, Superintendent, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Rep. Linda Johnson, North Carolina 
House of Representatives, and Nido Qubein, President, High Point University.  In part one, the panel 
discussed public perception of education and K-12 schools in North Carolina, funding priorities for public 



schools and teacher compensation, and public-private partnerships to support low-performing schools.  In 
part two, the panel discussed classroom testing policies and frequency of exams, funding and accountability 
for charter schools and compensation and community support of teachers. 
 
 

 
North Carolina Now     Airdate:  6/2/2014 

        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry visited the City of Medicine Academy in Durham, one of several Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) high schools in the state that does not take the traditional path to educating students.  The 
CTE High Schools are part of the North Carolina Dept. of Public Instruction’s efforts to revolutionize what 
students learn and how they learn it, and earn college credit while doing it.  
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate:  6/25/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Sam Houston Ed.D./President and CEO, North Carolina Science, Mathematics and Technology Education 
Center gave details on launching of the state's first ever online portal linking North Carolina citizens to 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education resources throughout the state and 
nation.  The new ncstemcenter.org website gives the public access to information on science camps, 
afterschool programs, funding resources and upcoming events all in one, easy-to-navigate website. 
 
 
               North Carolina Now     Airdate:  4/3/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Kelley McHenry visited City of Medicine Academy in Durham, one of several Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) high schools in the state that does not take the traditional path to educating students.  The 
CTE High Schools are part of the North Carolina Dept. of Public Instruction’s efforts to revolutionize what 
students learn...and how they learn it and earn college credit while doing it. 
 
 
                PBS Newshour     Airdate:  4/24 /2014 
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
 
Charter school enrollment has soared from about 300,000 a little more than a decade ago to nearly 2 million 
students nationwide. But the expansion of charter schools, whose public funding is supplemented with 
private donations, has created serious competition for limited resources and space. Special correspondent 
John Tulenko of Learning Matters reported on the ongoing battle in New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. EMPLOYMENT 
 
 
            North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/13/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:   News 
        
Katherine Johnson traveled to Guilford Technical Community College in Jamestown, the lead school in 
North Carolina of a national consortium that has developed a program designed to boost the aviation 
industry in the Piedmont region and create employment opportunities for students. 
 
 

Carolina Business Review    Airdate:   4/15/14   
       Airtime:  5:00 p.m. 

       Format:   Discussion 
 
Host Chris William talked with Bob Morgan from the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce and Dr. Sonny 
White from Midlands Technical College about partnerships between businesses and colleges to address the 
skills gap, changing the perception of available jobs in advanced manufacturing, and aligning education 
policies with projected job growth and business needs. 
 
 
 
4.       ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
          North Carolina Now     Airdate: 5/19/2014 
        Airtime: 7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelley McHenry reported on a new nine million dollar grant program awarded to North Carolina State 
University to make solar home installation projects easier and less expensive.  The U.S. Department of 
Energy grant will be used to design solar energy systems and installation and connection procedures that 
require little or no customization by homeowners and installers. The systems would set up quickly and 
connect to the power grid easily, while still meeting building and electrical codes. 
 
 
 North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/5/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelley McHenry showed how North Carolina State University recycles everything from their cafeterias--not 
only the food, and plastics--they even compost used pizza boxes.  The university partners with a recycling 
company founded by a former NC State student.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



North Carolina Now     Airdate:  4/17/2014   
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:  News 
 
Kelly McCullen stopped by the Joint Legislative Commission on Energy Policy where North Carolina State 
Economist Mike Walden outlined the possibilities and downside to energy exploration in the state.  Dr. 
Walden says billions of dollars and thousands of jobs are possible, depending on how much oil and gas is 
found. He also found a lot of variation on the potential for offshore energy in North Carolina based on the 
uncertainty of oil and gas prices and the uncertainty of how much could be recovered.  State regulators are 
actively writing rules for on-shore, natural gas exploration.  Any off-shore drilling would require federal 
approval, which has not happened.  
 
 
          Charlie Rose      Airdate:  5/15/2014 
        Airtime:  12:00 a.m. 
        Format:   News 
 
Charlie Rose talked with Environmental Defense Fund president Fred Krupp, who recently turned his focus 
to the controversial practice of shale fracking. 
 
 
 
5. HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/272014 
   6/3 & 10/2014 

       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 

 
Heather Burgiss began a three part series on mental health.  In part one, Burgiss examined the challenges 
faced by families, those working in mental health and government leaders in finding ways to provide 
treatment for people with mental health issues.  According to the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services, approximately 1.4 million North Carolinians are living with mental illness, developmental 
disabilities or substance abuse.  It is estimated that over 635,000 in our state are mentally ill. In June, 
Burgiss continued her three-part series on North Carolina's mental health crisis. On the 3rd, she looked at 
Crisis Intervention Training or CIT.  It was developed to improve the way law enforcement and the 
community responds to people experiencing a mental health crisis.  She traveled to a training session in 
Durham and examined how Crisis Intervention Training and support is being used within the state's prison 
system.  Heather also met a family who suffered a tragic loss where it is believed CIT may have resulted in a 
more positive outcome. Burgiss concluded her three part series on North Carolina's mental health crisis on 
the 10th.   In this segment, Heather took a look at places that are providing solutions in mental health training 
and treatment.  Some of the locations include the UNC WakeBrook Crisis Center in Raleigh, East Carolina 
University Brody Telepsychiatry Network in Grenville and the Mecklenburg County Jail in Charlotte. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



North Carolina Now     Airdate:  6/10/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 

 
Debo Dihoff, Executive Director, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) NC talked with North 
Carolina Now.   NAMI North Carolina is the state office of the National Alliance on Mental Illness.  Dihoff 
talked about the challenges patients and families face who are dealing with this issue, the many services that 
NAMI NC offers and solutions that are in place as well as solutions planned for the future. 

 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:   5/27/2014 
        Airtime:   7:30 p.m.   
        Format:    Interview/Discussion 
 
Mebane Rash, Director of Law and Policy & Editor of “North Carolina Insight,” NC Center for Public 
Policy Research (NCPPR) was interviewed.   She talked about Telepsychiatry as a growing national trend 
and discussed the impact the treatment is having on patients around North Carolina. A recent study released 
by the NCPPR found that 28 counties across North Carolina do not have a psychiatrist and that 
telepyschiatry may be the solution. The center's extensive evaluation of the use of telepsychiatry in rural 
areas found that this treatment was highly favored by patients and resulted in fewer involuntary 
commitments to state psychiatric hospitals. 
 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:   5/30/2014 
        Airtime:   7:30 p.m.   
        Format:    Interview/Discussion 
 
Frank Graff continued his North Carolina Science NOW series by examining one of the most popular 
resolution--losing weight and getting exercise--and why folks fall short of that resolution. Unfortunately, 
weight issues are moving to the younger generation as a recent report from the National Youth Fitness 
Survey shows only one in four teens get the recommended one hour of moderate to vigorous exercise every 
day.  Frank travels to Appalachian State University's Human Performance Lab in Boone to check out new 
research that should spur all of us on to get moving.  
 
 
 
6. MILITARY 
 
 

     PBS Newshour      Airdate:  5/1 /2014   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
The Pentagon has seen a 50 percent rise in cases of sexual assault being reported, following escalated 
measures to prevent and combat rampant attacks within the ranks and amid growing pressure from Congress 
and the White House. Gwen Ifill got reactions from former Capt. Anu Bhagwati of the Service Women's 
Action Network and retired Lt. Col. Geoffrey Corn, a former Army lawyer. 
 
 
 



       PBS Newshour      Airdate:  5/8 /2014   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
NEWSHOUR’s Jeffrey Brown talked with Phillip Carter from the Center for a New American Security and 
Brian Skoloff of the Associated Press about  Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki’s order for a 
nationwide review of access to care at all VA clinics.  

 
 

    PBS Newshour      Airdate:  5/15 /2014   
       Airtime:  6:00 p.m. 

       Format:   News 
 
Gwen Ifill reported on Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki appearance in front of a Senate panel to 
defend his agency against accusations that a V.A. hospital in Phoenix, Arizona, falsified scheduling reports, 
and that up to 40 veterans died awaiting treatment. Senators on both sides of the aisle pressed Shinseki — 
under mounting calls to resign — to do more.  

 
 

North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/5/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 
        

Carol Jackson introduced us to Matt Victoriano, a former Marine sniper who exchanged his life of going on 
deadly missions to become an entrepreneur.  As the sole owner of Intrepid Life Coffee and Spirits, the 
former sergeant has accepted another mission of using his establishment to address the problems 
surrounding veteran unemployment and suicide as well as to help veterans adjust from the combat of war 
into the world of work.  

 
 
North Carolina Now     Airdate:  5/22/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 

 
Lieutenant Colonel Suttee, US Marine Corps, shared information about the Navy’s annual Wounded 
Warrior Hiring Conference scheduled for May 28th-29th at the Hilton North Raleigh/Midtown in Raleigh, 
NC. This free event brought together government, military, and industry leaders that are committed to 
hiring and supporting Wounded Warriors in the workplace. The event was open to all veterans of all 
military branches. The Navy also provided a FREE online employer-veteran matching service in support of 
the Conference. This service identifies the specific Military Occupational Specialties (MOS) that best fit 
job openings submitted by registered companies and provide a detailed list of top-candidates with those 
MOS who are registered to attend the Hiring Conference. When this matching service was last used for this 
conference, almost 60% of interviews resulted in job offers to qualified veterans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. POVERTY/HUNGER 
 
 

Child Hunger in North Carolina:  
A North Carolina Now Special    Airdate:  6/23/2014 
        Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
        Format:   Documentary 
 

Heather Burgiss examined the growing problem of child hunger or food insecurity in North Carolina.  
Nearly one in five children in our state struggle with hunger.  Heather looked at why the supply of 
emergency food at food banks across the state is in crisis and how schools and local agencies are working 
together to close the ever-widening hunger gap.  June is designated as National Hunger Awareness Month. 

 
 
 

8. TRANSPORTATION 
 

 
North Carolina Now     Airdate:  4/1/2014 
       Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
       Format:  News 
 

Clay Johnson examined the challenges facing the 50-year-old Bonner Bridge, the only connection over 
Oregon Inlet that links tourists to Hatteras Island and residents to the rest of the world.  A debate has erupted 
as to the replacement of the iconic bridge which has pitted state leaders versus leading environmentalists.  
The segment is narrated by WRAL News Anchor Bill Leslie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WUNM-TV  JACKSONVILLE  CHANNEL 19 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 
FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2014 – JUNE 30, 2014 

 
The licensee in the WUNM-TV area has identified the following significant issues during the past three 
months of the licensing year: 
 
AGING 
    Financing retirement, Medicare 
 
CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
    Public safety, consumer protection, violent crime 
 
ECONOMY 
    Financial security, tourism, state of the economy, minimum wage hikes, economic development, 
downtown Jacksonville development plan, wages, home sales 
 
EDUCATION 
   Quality public education, public school funding, school safety and security, teacher tenure, retention and 
compensation, Common Core, themed schools and mobile classrooms 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
   Job training, unemployment, job creation 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
    Solid waste disposal, air and water quality, coastal erosion, dredging and shoreline protection, beach 
nourishment, fracking, coal ash water pollution 
 
HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
   Healthy lifestyle, mental health treatment, hemp extract legislation 
 
HOUSING 
   Homelessness 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
   Zoning, annexation, & incorporation, city and county budgets, seafood harvest, storm water reduction 
project, beach parking, Swansboro building size limits, tax  hikes, property revaluation 
 
MILITARY 
   Sexual assault in the military, Camp Lejeune groundwater legislation, access to care at VA clinics, 
anticipated decrease in active-duty military in Eastern North Carolina and impact on economy, veteran 
unemployment 
 
POVERTY/HUNGER 
   Food insecurity, childhood poverty 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
   Road and bridge construction and maintenance, N. Topsail Beach parking plan, bridge replacement, ferry 
tolls, highway funding and tolls, mass transit, US 70 improvement 


