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    elderly and Handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical         
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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
      Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/04/17 09:00AM/2.5 minutes News                   * 
      on WFGX 

* Baptist Health Care is partnering with the Bear-Levin-Studer YMCA to kick-off their new 'lunch and 
learn' program.  A team of doctors, nurses and nutritionists will lead cooking demonstrations every 
Wednesday to promote a healthy lifestyle.  Recipes will be easy to follow and budget-friendly.  Kellie 
Medeiros, nurse and health coach at Baptist Health Care said there are 45,000 different products in a 
grocery store and that can be overwhelming to a consumer, so we really want to help them not only 
navigate the grocery store and make healthier choices, but also bring that to their kitchen table.  Lunch 
and learn classes will be held every Wednesday in the YMCA demo kitchen at noon.  

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/09/17 09:00PM/1 minute News                  ** 
      on WFGX 
 
** Today, Walgreens announced a partnership with Sacred Heart Health System in Escambia and Santa 
Rosa counties.  Four health clinics will now operate at selected Walgreens.  It's an expansion to a 
previous relationship that includes providing pharmacy services at the hospital.    
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/11/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                *** 
      on WFGX 
 

*** The U.S. House Budget Committee has begun the process to repeal Obamacare.  Representative 
Matt Gaetz of Northwest Florida serves on the budget committee and said they are working on ways to 
replace it.  “We want to see the real reforms improve the quality of care people get,” Gaetz said. “Here’s 
an example, the ability to buy insurance across state lines so we don’t have a government-centered 
system, we have a patient-centered system and free market systems will give more consumer choice.”  
“We’d also like to see medical liability reform, so we don’t see defensive medicine occupying billions of 
dollars of waste in healthcare,” Gaetz added.  He also believes states should have more say in the final 
health care plan.  Dr. George Smith, Chief Medical Officer at Escambia Community Clinics, said their 
clinic’s mission is to care for everyone, including people without health insurance.  But sometimes, 
patients will need more than they can offer and medical insurance becomes necessary.  Escambia 
Community Clinics started their Outreach and Enrollment for Obamacare in 2013.  Since that time, they 
have assessed and evaluated 5,395 individuals for the Affordable Care Act, of those they have assisted 
1,110 in submitting applications, according to their executive director, Chandra Smiley.  Gaetz said the 
plan is for a smooth transition out of Obamacare. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/11/17 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News               **** 
      on WFGX 
 

**** Class will be in session in Crestview for graduate students who someday hope to become physician 
assistants (PA).  Florida International University (FIU) plans to put its PA program in the Hub City, with 
several FIU interns to start training in a hospital in a matter of weeks.  Medical Center President Ronnie 
Daves believes the programs will boost the quality of healthcare in the area, and make healthcare more 
affordable.  PAs are a very high-paying job. They are, from a salary standpoint, making a little bit less 
than physicians.  From a healthcare industry standpoint, it is a very cost-effective way to increase that 
access.  The PA program rotates students through different hospitals in the area, allowing future 
employers to get a hard look at the students before they graduate.  The PA school hopes to attract 
veterans from area bases and students who want to start a life in the south.  The hospital hopes to segue 
its partnership with the PA program at FIU to encourage students in the medical emphasis track at 
Crestview High school to pursue a career as a physician assistant. 

 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/30/17 09:00PM/4 minutes News             ***** 
      on WFGX 
 

***** The unemployment rate for young adults between the ages of 19 to 23 is around 35 percent. Some 
of the hallmarks of Autism Spectrum Disorders include a lack of interest, or connection with other people, 
which can cause problems on the job.  In tonight’s first part of our series, "Autism at Work", we met local 
folks who live and thrive on the Autism Spectrum.  In Part Two of our series, "Autism at Work," tomorrow 
we will introduce you to a Perdido man who has a college degree.  He's also autistic and has struggled 
for years to get and keep jobs.  There is a lot of free, local help available for that and we will share with 
you where to find the resources. 

 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/09/17 09:00PM/1 minute News            ****** 
      on WFGX 
 

****** Baptist Health Care is opening a medical park near the entrance to the Pensacola International 
Airport.  The President and CEO of Baptist Health Care, Mark Faulkner said this new location helps serve 
our local residents and visitors to the area.  “Visitors traveling to our area utilizing our airport and 
surrounding hotels will have state of the art, world-class treatment options at our Airport facility,” said 
Faulkener, “Baptist continues to expand and grow so we can better serve the needs of Northwest 
Florida.”  The Andrews Institute for Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine, Baptist Heart and Vascular 
Institute, Baptist Medical Group (BMG) primary care and specialists and lab and x-ray services will all be 
at this new location, which is expected to open in March.  
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/22/17 09:00PM/3.5 minutes News           ******* 
      on WFGX 
 

******* Blood platelet injections and stem cell treatments may sound like the future, but physicians at the 
Andrews Institute in Gulf Breeze are already practicing these forms of regenerative medicine.  Physicians 
at the Institute currently offer two different types of regenerative medicine, platelet rich plasma, or PRP, 
and bone marrow aspirate concentrate, or BMAC.  With PRP, physicians take the patient's blood, 
separate the platelets and inject those platelets back into the patient at the site of injury.  The idea is that 
platelets carry growth factors and molecules to stimulate the healing process.  BMAC utilizes platelets 
too, but also the patient's bone marrow harvested from the pelvis.  Both regenerative medicine methods 
have benefits, perhaps the biggest according to Dr. Brett Kindle, is avoiding invasive surgeries. 

 
 


