
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location: Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2008    
 
Issue/description:   5. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/13/08 10:05PM/2 minutes News                    * 
    (simulcast on WFGX-TV) 
 
* Following startling national stories about suicides in California, we interviewed Dr. David Josephs, 
Clinical Director at Lakeview Center in Pensacola, a facility that provides behavioral health care.  
They are worried the number of suicides will go up here because people are already stressed over 
everything from hurricanes to military deployments, and now the financial crisis could overwhelm 
those who are susceptible for suicide.  Lakeview is adding staff and increasing suicide risk 
assessments to get people the help they need. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/16/08 10:04PM/2 minutes News                  ** 
    (simulcast on WFGX-TV) 
 
** Florida has picked six insurance companies to provide no-frills health insurance to nearly 4 million 
residents, those who have been without insurance for at least 6 months.  The carriers will offer at 
least two plans, one with catastrophic and hospital coverage, and one without.  The coverage will 
begin in early 2009. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/22/08 10:02PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
    (simulcast on WFGX-TV) 
 
*** We presented a brief comparison of the plans of both Presidential candidates for dealing with the 
current health care crisis, where one in seven Americans are lacking health insurance. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/31/08 10:00PM/3 minutes News                **** 
    (simulcast on WFGX-TV)  10:42PM/3 minutes 
 
**** Sue Straughn presented an in-depth, 2-part series on the status of the health care crisis in our 
community, and how each of the Presidential candidates plans to address the issue. 
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Issue/description:  5. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

  
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title               Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/09/08 10:03PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
 
***** The loss of jobs and health benefits is forcing many people to cut back their expenses, including 
medical care.  Patrick Madden, CEO of Sacred Heart Hospital, says he hasn’t seen anything like this 
in his 40 years in the health services.  These cuts are forcing hospitals to look at cuts in almost every 
area, except actual patient care.  Many hospitals have stopped expansion projects, or cancelled 
orders for next generation medical equipment.  Leaders at Baptist Hospital urge people to not put off 
their health care, because in the end, it’s more costly and it deteriorates the quality of life.  He pointed 
out that people who lose their jobs can buy a “COBRA” health insurance plan to continue insurance 
for 18 months.  The local hospital leaders admit that some health care companies may become the 
next casualty of the failing economy. 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


