
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX-TV 
Location Fort Walton Beach, FL    
Quarter ending: June 30, 2008 
 
 
Issue/description: 2. THE ECONOMY.  Unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 

Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on 
our local economy.                                               

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. In Focus 05/04/08 11:45AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                      * 
 
* In this 2

nd
 part of today’s program, Becky Bray, Administrator of the Community Redevelopment Agency 

of Pensacola, discussed the agency’s work on recurring events to bring more people downtown on a 
regular basis.  New events include “Sunsets on the Bay” every Thursday in the park at the foot of Palafox 
Street in the old Bayfront Auditorium location, and “First Fridays”, with live band performances.  These 
events join the established “Gallery Nights” and “Evenings in Old Seville” as a means to keep people 
coming downtown and exposing them to the businesses there. 
  
 
2. In Focus 05/11/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     ** 
 
** This week’s topic was the court case between Pensacola Beach residents and Escambia County 
Property Appraiser Chris Jones.  Residents were told, some as much as 50 years ago, that they would 
have no ad valorem taxes on property on the Beach which they leased for 99 years, this as an enticement 
to settle on the beach.  But Jones said that language is not in their lease contracts, so in 2004 he added 
all Beach residents to the county’s tax roll.  Our guest today was Bill Post, who wrote the book “Deceit 
Beach”, detailing the history of local government’s efforts to populate Pensacola Beach.  He discussed the 
1950s tax-exemption law, approved by the state legislature, for the leases.  One catch … the property and 
any structures built on it are the property of the county, which can reclaim it after expiration of the 99-year 
leases. 
 
 
3. In Focus 06/01/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   *** 
 
*** Two years ago, the sinking of the aircraft carrier “Oriskany” 25 miles south of Pensacola created the 
world’s largest artificial reef.  Today we took a look at the economic impact the Oriskany reef.  A Florida 
State University study shows tourists and locals spend about $90 million per year on diving around 
Escambia County.  The sinking of the Oriskany cost $18 million.  A new HASS Center study shows the 
Oriskany brinks in about $2.2 million per year, and adds about 87 jobs to the local economy.  Today’s 
guests were Jim Phillips, owner of MBT Divers, who says 40% of their phone inquiries every day are 
about the Oriskany; and Douglas Hammock, Captain of the charter boat H2O-Below, who actually started 
his business because of the Oriskany … he ran 93 trips to the site last summer. 
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4. In Focus 06/08/08 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 **** 
 

**** Our guest today was Pensacola Pelicans owner Quint Studer, who also heads the Maritime Park 
project - an effort to build a multi-use district downtown on Pensacola Bay with a sports stadium, 
University branch center, a Maritime Museum, and shopping and recreation areas.  The idea for the 
project started in January 2005 following Hurricane Ivan, and was later approved by Pensacola voters, but 
there has been no construction.  Studer explained that the main holdup is the Supreme Court ruling that 
changed funding rules and stopped all such projects in Florida.  Permitting is now back on the fast track. 

 
 
5. American Crossroads 06/22/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ***** 
 
***** This week’s program centered on the challenges facing the airline industry.  They are still dealing 
with security concerns, now being compounded by fleet age and safety issues, plus skyrocketing fuel 
costs.  There is discussion about some companies selling out, combining, or simply going bankrupt. 
 
 
6. American Crossroads 06/29/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs              ****** 
 
****** “Running on Empty”, this week’s topic, dealt exclusively with the steep climb in prices for crude oil, 
and its ripple effect on the cost-of-living.  We also explored other energy technologies, with their costs and 
their own problems.  Our local segment dealt with the closing of the only gas station in the small 
community of Bratt, forcing local residents to drive several miles to other communities just to get fuel. 
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