
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2016  
 
ISSUE/description:                2. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes,  

floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions. 
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/08/16 09:00PM/5 minutes News                             * 
    On WFGX 
 
* In a news Special Report, Jackalyn Kovac reported that Escambia County was now on Florida’s “Dangerous 
Counties” list for bicyclists.  More than 130 people died while riding a bike in Florida in 2014.  David Simpson, a 
personal injury lawyer, said he has noticed the trend in cases he has handled of bicyclists riding on the wrong 
side of the street, facing oncoming traffic, hoping to avoid getting hit from behind.  There’s a larger influx of 
young people driving, using their phone devices because they're used to it, and usually there’s a distracted 
driver when a cyclist gets hit.  The Florida Highway Patrol said bicyclists are supposed to be on the road.  "If 
there is no bicycle lanes then they need to ride as close to the right hand curb as possible," Lt. Rafael Streeter 
said.  Streeter explained that drivers need to be aware of where a bicyclist is and share the road. Drivers 
passing bikers should make sure to give them at least three feet of space.  Bill Hattaway, head of the Florida's 
Department of Transportation committee to reduce the number of bicycle deaths said Escambia County is in the 
top 15 counties being addressed for deaths.  Both Santa Rosa and Okaloosa had reported deaths in the last 
several years, however they aren't a high priority for the committee.  A bill is currently in the Florida state 
legislature that would protect bicyclists and fine drivers up to $2,500 for injuring a bicyclist. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/09/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                            ** 
    On WFGX 
 
** The Gulf Coast is always vulnerable to hurricanes, but what about a tsunami?  Many communities in the U.S. 
are now having that discussion, but for more reasons than you might think.  On a clear sunny day, it's hard to 
imagine the threat of a tsunami, but soon signs will remind you at a dozen spots on Navarre Beach.  
Getting Santa Rosa County tsunami certified is a push that follows a research project by the U.S. government, 
on the prospect of a Gulf Coast tsunami.  Brad Baker, the Santa Rosa County Emergency Management Director 
said that a fault line off the Mississippi coast could have a mudslide that could cause a shift and push the water, 
causing a tsunami.  There is a more practical reason for the certification and the signage. Baker said it will help 
lower coastal homeowners’ insurance rates, depending on the value of their property.  Escambia County said it 
started the process to become tsunami certified, but has no timetable on when we might see signs. 
  
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/10/16 09:00PM/1 minute News                           *** 
    On WFGX 
 
*** We reported on a proposed bill in the Florida Legislature that would bring tougher penalties for those 
convicted of a DUI.  We interviewed Kristen Allen, a MADD Florida victim services manager, about their support 
for the new law. 
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4. Channel 3 News 02/15/16 12:13PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                         **** 
    Weather cut-ins  12:39PM/4 minutes 
    On WFGX  01:00PM/4 minutes 
   01:14PM/5 minutes 
   01:48PM/5 minutes 
   02:08PM/3 minutes 
   02:30PM/2 minutes 
   03:23PM/46 minutes 
    
**** WFGX simulcast tornado warnings from WEAR-TV in Pensacola.  Beginning at 12:13PM, we cut into 
regular programming to warn viewers that the National Weather Service had issued tornado watches and 
warnings in various parts of our viewing area.  We continued these cut-ins on a regular basis, then at 3:23PM 
we began continuous, non-commercial coverage as a tornado was spotted on the ground south of Century, FL.  
We had live coverage of the tornado from our reporters and photographers in the field and from cell phone video 
from viewers.  We provided full predictive radar warnings, projecting which neighborhoods were in imminent 
danger from the tornado.  As the EF3 tornado struck the town of Century, we followed into the hardest-hit areas 
to document the damage and the early recovery efforts.  WFGX ended our simulcast at 4:09PM, after the 
tornado warnings were cancelled for our viewing area. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/15/16 10:00PM/20 minutes News                        ***** 
    On WFGX 
 
***** We provided extensive coverage of damage from today’s tornado in Century, including interviews with town 
officials and residents whose homes were destroyed. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/16/16 10:00PM/10 minutes News                        ***** 
    On WFGX 
 
****** We updated viewers on damage from the tornado, and local and state government reaction, including 
areas now off-limits to residents and others due to safety concerns, and coverage of the press conference by 
community leaders held earlier this morning. 
 
 
7. Facing Florida 02/21/16 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     ******* 
 
******* This week’s program was a repeat of the acclaimed documentary by State Rep. Irv Slosberg, who 
examined the cases of two teens now serving prison time for killing someone when they drove drunk.  It offers a 
compelling lesson for everyone about the danger of drinking and driving.  Guests included Karlie Tomika, 
serving 4 years in prison; Daniel Rocca, serving 12 years in prison; and the families of the victims. 
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8. Channel 3 News 02/23/16 03:00PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs                    ******** 
    Weather cut-ins  03:33PM/3 minutes 
    On WFGX 

******** Just one week after the devastating tornado that destroyed many homes in Century, another major 
weather system moved into our viewing area, prompting the National Weather Service to issue a tornado watch 
for much of our area.  WFGX aired these weather cut-ins simulcast from WEAR-TV in Pensacola. 

 
9. Channel 3 News 02/23/16 06:31PM/18 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ********* 
    Weather cut-ins  07:00PM/3 minutes 
    On WFGX  07:15PM/4 hours/17 minutes    
*********The National Weather Service upgraded the tornado watch to a warning as radar indicated the presence 
of a tornado southwest of Pensacola.  WFGX again simulcast the WEAR-TV cut-ins and began continuous, 
commercial-free coverage at 7:15PM with predictive weather radar information warning viewers of which areas 
were in the path of the tornado.  The tornado touched down in Northeast Pensacola and stayed on the ground 
for 5 miles, then crossed Pensacola Bay and stayed on the ground in Pace, FL for another 3 miles.  Our news 
crews were on-site at the damaged areas and documented the damage, speaking with emergency responders 
and residents affected by the storm.  This tornado was also rated EF3.  Our county last experienced an F-3 
tornado in 1971; now we’ve had two EF3s in the space of just 8 days.  Peak winds were 155 mph. 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/24/16 09:00PM/12 minutes News                         *10 
      On WFGX 
*10 We provided intensive coverage of yesterday’s tornado damage, with reports from the Northpointe 
community, the Scenic Highway area, the Creighton Road shopping center, plus Governor Scott’s visit to the 
site of last week’s tornado in Century.  We alerted viewers to areas now closed to traffic due to storm damage, 
and gave information on how to donate money to relief services. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/29/16 09:00PM/4 minutes News                         *11 
      On WFGX 
*11 We continued our intensive coverage of recovery efforts for the two EF3 tornados, with reports from Century 
about individual victim’s stories, and gave viewers a warning about using unlicensed contractors for storm 
repairs. 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/16/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                         *12 
      On WFGX 

*12 Jacklyn Kelly reported from the site of the tornado touchdown in Northeast Pensacola on FEMA’s official 
denial of funding for tornado relief in Escambia County.  With the denial of public assistance, the state, the 
county, and the city of Pensacola will have to foot their own bills.  The concern now is individual assistance for 
affected residents.  The United Way said help is harder to come by if FEMA says no.  They have funded some 
of the partners who are out there in the field with the money they raised.  Individual assistance is more complex, 
so it's unknown how soon to expect FEMA's decision.  The governor has already freed up "SHIP" funds. That's 
the "State Housing Initiative Partnership."  It can help low income families pay for repairs.  The governor can 
also appeal the denial to the president. 
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13. Channel 3 News 03/24/16 12:47PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                         *13 
    Weather cut-ins  01:03PM/4 minutes 
    On WFGX  01:19PM/2 minutes 
   02:07PM/9 minutes 
   02:26PM/3 minutes 
   02:45PM/3 minutes 
 
*13 We cut in to regular programming simulcasting WEAR-TV’s advising viewers of a tornado watch affecting 
most of our viewing area.  At 02:07PM, a tornado warning was issued for the northeastern section of our viewing 
area.  We continued our cut-ins with predictive radar pinpointing the communities that were in the path of the 
storm. 
      
 
14. Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/30/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                         *14 
      On WFGX 

*14 Stronger rules are coming to protect people working along roadways. It's a story we’ve been following since 
2013, when a mother's grief turned into action.  Three years ago, traffic surveyor Brian Steinbeck was struck 
and killed while he was working installing a traffic counter, when a driver lost control and hit him. Brian's mother 
Kathy said she did not want another parent or a friend to go through that ordeal, so she organized a petition 
drive for stricter regulations to protect traffic surveyors and other roadside workers, and got Congressman Jeff 
Miller involved.  His office reached out to OSHA, which recognized the safety standards needed to be updated 
through the Federal Highway Administration.  That process is happening now, though it's not a fast one.  A 
representative from Congressman Miller's office says they're hoping to see a draft of the new regulations by late 
summer. 

 
 


