
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2009   
 
ISSUE/description:    2. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1.  In Focus 07/05/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                         * 
      
* Our guest was Escambia County, Florida, Sheriff David Morgan.  Morgan has been in office only 6 
months.  He discussed a number of major issues occurring in that time: the investigation by the 
Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, into complaints about the jail and street officers; 
prostitution in Brownsville; and the recent 2 instances where police canines attacked civilians. 
 
 
2.  In Focus 08/02/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       ** 
      
** Our topic this week was the murder case of Byrd and Melanie Billings, and the intense media 
spotlight on that case and on Escambia County.  Our guest, Sheriff David Morgan, gave the latest 
update on the investigation.  He also discussed the rise in gang-related violence that started by 
outsiders coming into the community after the hurricanes of 2004 and 2005.  Our second guest was 
Keith Goldschmidt, Journalism lecturer at the University of West Florida, and former Florida Bureau 
Chief for Gannett, who discussed the intense national media scrutiny of this case. 
 
 
3.  In Focus 08/09/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      *** 
      
*** Our topic this week was another update on the Billings murder case.  Eight people have now been 
charged in the case and have made court appearances this week.  Our guest, State Attorney Bill 
Eddins, explained what happens next in the case. 
 
 
4.  In Focus 08/16/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     **** 
      
**** We took an in-depth look at the Billings murder case.  All the suspects in the case have 
mentioned the “Mexican Mafia”, and there is speculation that this was a “contract hit”.  We 
interviewed Henry Cobb Tice, a “subject of interest” in the case.  He professed his innocence, and 
described his Hispanic car lot business and his dealings with the “Mexican Mafia”, who had 
threatened to kill his family.  He thinks the murders were simply to eliminate the only witnesses to the 
robbery. 
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5.  Straughn & Company 09/06/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ***** 
      
***** Our guest today was Seth Miller, Executive Director of The Innocence Project of Florida.  The 
Innocence Project is a national organization that takes cases of prisoners who claim to have been 
wrongly convicted of crimes.  There have been 241 DNA exonerations nationwide, 10 here in Florida, 
and that’s only about 10% of the cases that have biological evidence available.  They have only 
accepted cases that have biological evidence available for DNA testing, but are now branching out to 
do cases based on now-discredited prosecution techniques.  Miller stressed the need to properly 
fund Public Defenders, and to encourage rehabilitation instead of incarceration. 
 
 
 
 


