
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location: Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2007    
 
Issue/description:   1. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1. Straughn & Company 07/08/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    * 
 
* Our topic this week was “Combating Infant Mortality”.  Guests were Debbi Trocki, Executive Director 
of the Escambia Health Start Coalition; Sam Harrington, RN with the Healthy Start Coalition; Byron 
Johnson, Head Start Parent Liaison; and Phyllis Curl of Children’s Home Society.  The Coalition has 
an increased effort to combat the high infant mortality rate in Escambia County.  They are addressing 
issues such as co-sleeping and rollover deaths, abuse deaths and prenatal care.  There is also an 
initiative to have more men take responsibility for healthy babies. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/24/07 10:03PM/2 minutes News                  ** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV, Pensacola) 
 
** We interviewed Scott Satterwhite, head of Pensacola’s Veterans for Peace.  Although he is 
outspoken in his opposition of the war in Iraq, he says he supports all the troops, and wishes the 
Veterans Administration did the same.  He takes issue with the lack of mental health counseling for 
victims of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and the VA’s advice to those seeking help with the 
disorder.  Ray Johnson with Veterans Affairs in Pensacola says that at least they are getting more 
resources to catch up to that demand on the health care side, and they’re extending the hours for 
mental health care. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 08/22/07 10:07PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV, Pensacola) 
 
*** We reported on Florida’s Personal Injury Protection no-fault medical plan, set to expire October 
1

st
. The plan pays up to ten thousand dollars in medical claims, no matter who's at fault in a car 

accident.  Lawmakers initially refused to take it up in a September session, but after the hospitals 
and state Democrats cried foul, the house GOP majority drafted a plan.  Most auto insurers want PIP 
to expire because it doesn't set limits on medical fees, leaving them liable for up to $10,000 in minor 
accidents.  Allison North Jones of Floridians for Lower Insurance Costs says the GOP plan doesn't 
go far enough, because it doesn’t have the cost controls or fee schedules needed to prevent price 
gouging and abuse by health care providers. The new plan does limit attorney fees, which is 
designed to discourage law suits. It also adds new costs to insurers, but it aims to force hospitals and 
clinics to charge the same thing for the same medical procedure, no matter which type of insurance 
is paying their bill. Governor Charlie Crist has been pushing to keep PIP on the books, to continue it 
without fraud. If PIP does go away, hospitals estimate that at least $140 million a year spent treating 
accident victims will be passed on to the state's taxpayers. 
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Issue/description:  1. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

  
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title               Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
4. Straughn & Company 08/26/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               **** 
 
**** Our topic was Prostate Cancer.  Guests were Dr. Hejal Patel, Radiation Oncologist; Ed Rigby, 
Man-to-Man Facilitator and cancer survivor; and Theodis Curier, Prostate cancer survivor.  The 
guests stressed the importance of prostate cancer screens.  Dr. Patel went over the high risk 
categories.  Ed and Theodis talked candidly about their battles and the need for men to have support 
systems and to get screened. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 09/18/07 10:37PM/2 minutes News             ***** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV, Pensacola) 
 
***** We reported that as part of Baptist Health Care’s commitment to improving community health 
through prevention and education, the Baptist Cancer Institute will provide free prostate cancer 
screenings this Thursday in Baptist Medical Tower 3.  The screenings are focused on 3 groups: 
males 50-70 who have not been screened this year; African-American males age 40 and older; and 
any male age 40 or older with a family history of prostate cancer. 
 
 


