
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2014  
 
ISSUE/description:                3. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/03/14 09:00PM/3 minutes News                  * 
    On WFGX 
 
* Alabama declared a state of emergency before the winter storm hit, which could mean money and support 
from the government. But across the state line in Florida our local governments have been dealing with the 
weather without any guidance from Tallahassee.  We looked at the cost of the storm, both in time and money.  
We have to deal with hurricanes and tropical storms, but winter ice storms are certainly something out of the 
ordinary.  But as with all weather events there is a cost associated for our counties, schools, businesses and 
even our citizens.  We talked to Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties. It took some time and 
preparation, then some extra man hours for city and county employees and law enforcement agencies.  But the 
cost of this winter storm for our local governments is relatively low. Most of the equipment and materials needed 
were already in place.  All three counties lost three canceled school days, but facilities made out well, just a few 
dings here and there.   Parents and students want to know if the days will have to be made up.  Santa Rosa is 
asking the state to grant a waiver for the three days ... if that doesn't happen, days would be made up in March 
and at the end of the year.  The Okaloosa School District built two extra days into their schedule, and they 
believe there are enough extra hours to make up for the third snow day.  So it appears there will be no make-up 
days.  Escambia built in three days, so no days need to be made up.  The biggest impact from the storm is 
being felt by our local businesses and their employees, who lost three days of income.  It looks like any 
unexpected costs from this winter ice storm for our three Northwest Florida counties should be minimal. Those 
numbers should be in next week. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/06/14 09:04PM/2 minutes News                       ** 
    On WFGX 
 
** Several flu deaths in our area have drawn attention to how dangerous the virus can be.  But if you have 
symptoms like a cough or fever, how do you know if it's the flu or just a common cold?   Okaloosa Reporter 
Laura Hussey reported that this time of year, at the emergency department at Sacred Heart Hospital on the 
Emerald Coast, they get a lot of people coming in, miserable with their symptoms.  The Centers for Disease 
Control say the flu comes on suddenly, with symptoms like fatigue and body aches.  Dr. Gary Pablo says if 
people get treatment within 48 hours, there are drugs that lessen the symptoms somewhat. If it's been longer, 
there's not much an ER can do except confirm your diagnosis.  Pablo recommends families get flu shots every 
year now, early on, so the vaccine has time to boost their immunity.  Whether you have a cold or the flu, Dr. 
Pablo says if you're having any trouble breathing, you should definitely get checked out. 
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3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/14/14 09:06PM/2 minutes News                      *** 
    On WFGX 
 
*** Pensacola firefighters are being trained on how to deal with children with Autism who can present unique 
challenges in life-threatening situations.  When firefighters are dealing with a person with Autism at a house fire, 
one of the biggest challenges is often getting that person out of the house, because they sometimes become 
aggressive when they're outside of their comfort zone, and extreme action may be necessary.  Bill Cannata 
trains firefighters with different techniques on how to be patient, calm and think outside the box on how to 
control the sensory environment.  Pensacola Police Sergeant Jimmy Donohoe is also the father of a child with 
Autism.  He and Cannata train First Responders throughout the country.  Donohoe was instrumental in setting 
up this week's training sessions.   Firefighter Stefon Andrews says the training will not only help him with his job, 
but also with his personal life, because he has a ten year-old cousin with Autism.    


