
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2015  
 
ISSUE/description:                 4. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes,  

floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions. 
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/01/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                             * 
    On WFGX 
* We reported that due to a growing demand for firefighters in Northwest Florida, ten job candidates will have 
their training completely paid for by Careersource Escarosa.  Candidates will have to meet a few requirements, 
and commit to work in Escambia or Santa Rosa counties. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 New at 9PM 10/01/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                            ** 
    On WFGX 
** We updated viewers on Hurricane Joaquin, a category 3 storm now moving through the Bahamas.  Though 
the storm is close to Florida, it is expected to turn up the east coast and not get into the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
 
3. Facing Florida 10/04/15 11:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                           *** 
 
*** Today’s guests were Meg Baldwin of Refuge House, and Jennifer Dritt of the Florida Coalition Against 
Sexual Violence.  They discussed the continuing problem of rape on college campuses.  Sexual violence 
counselors call the first three months of the college semester “the red zone”, and why rape skyrockets during 
these first 3 months of a student’s college career. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 New at 9PM 11/03/15 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News                         **** 
    On WFGX 
**** Two controversial gun bills moving through Florida's legislative process have upset some police officers 
around the state.  Now a handful of house democrats who are former law enforcement officials say they intend 
to fight the bills. They say the measures would only add to the risk of more gun violence.  One bill would allow 
concealed carry permitters to openly carry, and another would allow those same license holders to carry guns 
on college campuses.  Four former law enforcement officers who are now state legislators say both bills will 
create a dangerous situation for residents.  The bills’ supporters say that opposition is based on what if 
scenarios.  The bills also have stiff opposition from the Florida Fraternal Order of Police.  Both the open carry bill 
and guns on campus bill have already cleared some early committees. 
 
 
5 Channel 3 New at 9PM 11/04/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                        ***** 
 
***** New legislation for boater safety is being proposed in Florida.  It would reduce the annual registration fees 
for boaters who buy emergency locators for their vessels.  It's backed by a Florida father, Austin Stephano, 
whose teenage son went missing on the water in July.  A separate piece of legislation has also been filed 
because of the tragedy.  That one would raise the age limit for operating a boat. 
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6. Channel 3 New at 9PM 11/04/15 09:00PM/2:15 minutes News                      ****** 
    On WFGX 
****** Rob Brown reported on a potential new state law to protect victims caught on police body cam video.  The 
Pensacola Police Department is one of a number of agencies in the area that use body cameras when they 
respond to calls. But there have been questions about how much of the video, and what types of video, should 
and should not be released to the public under different circumstances.  The state legislature is looking to 
answer that question.  Under the new bill, video taken in private residences, hospitals, mental health facilities, or 
other locations considered private, would be off limits, unless under a court order.  It also says who the video 
may be released to, including other agencies relevant to an investigation, or to any person recorded on the 
camera.  But, in that case, only the parts of the video with that person in them may be released.  The PPD says 
the new legislation already matches many of their guidelines, but making it a state law will help protect them. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 New at 9PM 11/09/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                     ******* 
    On WFGX 
******* We reported that construction activities on multiple safety improvements will begin this week on a 15-mile 
stretch of Highway 29 in North Escambia.  The $893,000 project consists of guardrail upgrades, sidewalk 
replacement, pedestrian railing, ditch pavement, and signalized pedestrian crossings at various locations from 
north of Champion Drive to the Alabama state line in Century.  Most of the pedestrian improvements will be in 
the town limits of Century.  Work is expected to be completed within 100 working days.  
 
 
8. Facing Florida 12/06/15 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ******** 
 
******** Today’s guests were Florida State University President John Thrasher and FSU Police Chief David 
Perry.  They discussed lessons learned after a shooter opened fire at the FSU Library a year ago, and how 
students can be prepared to defend themselves in a crisis situation. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 New at 9PM 12/17/15 09:00PM/2:45 minutes News                  ********* 
    On WFGX    
********* Jackalyn Kovac reported on a Santa Rosa business owner spearheading a new program in Milton to 
bridge the gap between police officers and the community.  More than 35 businesses provided certificates to 
Milton police.  Officers would pass out the certificates to drivers making minor violations, but his officers will also 
give a written warning.  They track those warnings, so if you’re stopped the next week for a similar infraction, 
you’ll be cited. 
 
 
10. Facing Florida 12/20/15 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                         *10 
 
*10 This week we repeated the acclaimed documentary by State Rep. Irv Slosberg, who examined the cases of 
two teens now serving prison time for killing someone when they drove drunk.  It offers a compelling lesson for 
everyone about the danger of drinking and driving.  Guests included Karlie Tomika, serving 4 years in prison; 
Daniel Rocca, serving 12 years in prison; and the families of the victims. 
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11. Channel 3 News - 12/28/15 07:02AM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                         *11 
      Weather cut-ins        07:15AM/7 minutes 
 Simulcast on WFGX  07:41AM/4 minutes 
   08:04AM/20 minutes 
   08:42AM/1 hour 34 minutes 
   10:29AM/31 minutes 
 
*11 Our weather team cut-in to scheduled programming to warn viewers of a Tornado warning for Baldwin 
county, then continued with cut-ins as the storm moved through the Florida counties of our viewing area and 
other south Alabama counties.  We provided up to date tracking of the location of individual storm cells, with 
projections of the storm path and warnings to communities in those paths.  We followed up with damage reports 
from hard-hit areas, with safety information about down power lines and flooding.  We had confirmed tornado 
touchdowns in both Escambia and Santa Rosa counties. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 New at 9PM 12/28/15 09:00PM/2:15 minutes News                         *12 
      On WFGX 
*12 Anthony Pura reported that Santa Rosa County deputies are investigating a rash of break-ins over the 
weekend.  Thieves broke into eight homes and six vehicles in the neighborhoods around Glover and Hamilton 
Bridge Lanes in the Milton area, according to Sgt. Rich Aloy.  In all of the cases, the car doors were unlocked, 
and the back doors or windows in the homes were unlocked as well.  Deputies are now urging everyone to lock 
up their homes and vehicles at night.  If you have any information, you’re encouraged to call Santa Rosa crime 
stoppers at 437-STOP.  There is a $1,000 reward involved. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 New at 9PM 12/29/15 09:00PM/1:10 minutes News                         *13 
      On WFGX 
*13 With severe weather impacting our area, we gave viewers information on what to do if a tornado threatens 
their area.  Take cover in a sturdy shelter.  Go to a safe room, basement, or lowest level/floor of a building or 
home.  Abandon mobile homes and cars/vehicles.  Stay away from doors and windows.  If outdoors with no 
shelter, lie flat and face down, protect your neck and head.  Tune to channel 3 or NOAA weather radio for storm 
information. 
 
 
14. Channel 3 New at 9PM 12/29/15 9:00PM/2 minutes News                         *14 
      On WFGX 
*14 We warned viewers that the Florida Department of Health in Santa Rosa County has issued a rabies alert 
for Bell Lane in Pace.  This comes after a raccoon tested positive for rabies following a fight with a dog.  The 
rabies alert will be in effect for the next 60 days.  All residents should take precautions to avoid contact with wild 
animals or unfamiliar domestic animals.  All domestic animals should be vaccinated against rabies and all 
wildlife contact should be avoided, particularly raccoons, bats, foxes, skunks, otters, bobcats and coyotes.  
Alerts are designed to increase awareness to the public, but they should not get a false sense of security in 
areas that have not been named as under an alert.  Persons who have been bitten or scratched by wild or 
domestic animals should seek medical attention and report the injury to the Florida Department of Health. 
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15. Channel 3 New at 9PM 12/29/15 09:00PM/2:34 minutes News                         *15 
      On WFGX 
 
*15 Anthony Pura reported that getting a DUI could become a financial nightmare.  It's something to think about 
as we get closer to New Year's Eve.  That's when there's usually an uptick of drunk drivers on the road.  DUI 
attorney Tommy Ratchford said DUIs are ugly and costly to begin with.  "Even if it turns out you're not guilty," 
Ratchford said, "It's going to cost you what you put out for bond, you're going to have to go to DUI school, you're 
going to have to go to counseling, (and there are) administrative costs of DUI to get your license back."  
Ratchford points out many factors play into the cost of penalties so it's nearly impossible to make a fair estimate 
of what a DUI will cost a person. But even on the low end, the price isn't cheap.  "A first offender with a routine 
DUI arrest, not over .15 blood alcohol level, no accident, nobody hurt, the fines cost and offenses are going to 
run about $2,500 to $3,000 plus attorney fees," he said. 


