
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2016 
 
ISSUE/description:    1. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/06/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                    * 
      On WFGX 
 
* Katherine Stefansson of the Escambia County School District discussed their upcoming job fair 
scheduled this Friday.  ECSD is the second largest employer in Escambia County, and they are 
partnering with CareerSource Escarosa to fill positions in Food Services, Maintenance & Custodial 
services, IT, Exceptional Student Education and Transportation.  
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/10/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                   ** 
      On WFGX 
 

** Wednesday marked the start of a new school year in Escambia County.  Many teachers, parents, 
students, and even first responders on board to make sure students have a happy and healthy new 
school year.  Escambia County School District Superintendent Malcolm Thomas said expectations in 
Florida and Escambia County are at an all-time high, so you can expect school to be more challenging 
this year than it’s been in the past.  He asked that parents encourage students.  First responders were 
on hand reminding drivers that school is back in session. They said kids' safety is a top priority this 
school year.  In this upcoming school year Thomas said students can also expect some changes 
which will include the use of more technology in the classroom. 

 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/15/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
      On WFGX 
 

*** It was the first day of school for students in Santa Rosa County, and this year there are some new 
tools to help them get the most out of education.  New tools in software and hardware like 
touchscreen laptops that will allow students to access all the digital resources available to them.  "It 
doesn't matter what your income is, you're still entering a technology-rich world so we need to give 
them, them being students that are not as privileged to have as much technology at home, give them 
access as often as possible to technology both in the school environment and in the home 
environment," said Santa Rosa County School District member, Mike Thorpe. 

 
 



(page 2) 
 
ISSUE/description:    1. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/17/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                **** 
      On WFGX 

**** Anthony Pura profiled Escambia High School’s new Criminal Justice Academy.  The classroom 
features what students call an immersive environment.  The walls are painted to resonate a prison or 
jail.  A storage closet has been converted into inmate row where images of guards process inmates.  
Another room was converted into a cell, complete with bunkbeds and soundproof glass.  A mural of a 
judge’s bench is painted on the backroom.  “I think it helps in interest, excitement, it brings relevance 
to the program,” Escambia High Principal Frank Murphy said.  He said the course focuses on the 
three areas of criminal justice. It highlights corrections, law enforcement and courts.  Former 
Pensacola Police Chief and now Assistant County Administrator Chip Simmons said the academy 
could play an important role in the future because there’s a high demand for corrections officers in 
Escambia County.  School officials point out that the Academy is an elective.  It is meant to expose 
students to alternative professions they might not normally think about at an earlier age. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/22/16 09:00PM/1 minute News              ***** 
      On WFGX 
 
***** We reported on the weekend’s Emerald Coast Sports Injury Prevention Symposium, conducted 
by the University of Florida Health Department and the Taylor Haugen Foundation, for physical 
education teachers and coaches involved with youth sports.  They received training on things like heat 
illness, sudden cardiac death, concussions, abdominal injuries and emergency action plans. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/22/16 09:00PM/1.5 minutes News             ****** 
      On WFGX 
 

****** Parent involvement is a top priority for the Escambia County school district and that was the 
reason behind Saturday's PTA Leadership Training and Vendor Fair.  There were 17 different classes 
for parents who want to volunteer.  They were trained in skills like how to maintain a budget, running a 
meeting, and information about fundraising.  This year for the first time, the PTA council will work with 
the schools that don't currently have PTA chapters.  They want to make sure those students also have 
a structure for parent involvement. 

 
 
7. The Right Side with 08/28/16 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs            ******* 
      Armstrong Williams 
 
******* Today’s discussion focused on Millennials’ poor financial literacy and changes needed in our 
educational systems to address the issue. 
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8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/15/16 09:00PM/3 minutes News          ******** 
      On WFGX 

******** Laura Hussey reported that a new president has been selected for the University of West 
Florida. Dr. Martha Saunders was chosen from four finalists, after a week of interviews and meetings. 
The selection committee saw some heated comments Thursday morning.  Committee members and 
Board of Trustees said they'd never seen such a field of qualified candidates for any position here. 
But it was clear it was a two-person race: State Senator Don Gaetz, and current University Provost Dr. 
Martha Saunders.  Saunders was by far the favorite in the hall. More than one faculty member said 
morale is the highest in years.  Gaetz supporters hailed his political savvy and ability to fundraise.  
The push back was just as intense, with student Abigail Meganson, representing "Argos Against 
Gaetz" handing the board a petition not to consider him.  Dr. Saunders will become the 6th president 
of UWF. Pending a background check, it will be effective January 1st. 

 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/19/16 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News         ********* 
      On WFGX 

********* Students in the Fort Walton Beach medical program have a jump start on Florida's other 
students when it comes to college readiness, getting hands on learning at Fort Walton Beach Medical 
Center.  The hands on, out of the classroom, in the real world lesson is the first of its kind for the 
biomed program and the Okaloosa County school district.  It gives the medical center fresh eyes as 
they plan a new emergency room.  As part of the program, the students will develop and design a 
process or tool to make ERs safer or more efficient.  Okaloosa County program director Henry Kelley 
says the medical field is wider than just doctors and nurses.  "A lot of students start out and say 'I 
want to be a doctor,' but when you look at the medical field, you have careers in finance accounting 
and administration."  At the end of their four-year course, the students can take a test to become 
certified in a laboratory and be paid a higher rate for their services.  The program is now in its 7th 
year. The first class of Fort Walton Beach graduates with the biomed program are now juniors in 
college. 

 

10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/26/16 09:00PM/3 minutes News       ********** 
      On WFGX 

********** Robotics research in Pensacola has a new home.  The Institute for Human and Machine 
Cognition (IHMC) opened its new $8 million facility with a ribbon cutting this morning.  The new three-
story building is 30,000 square feet.  It's fitted with labs, offices and conference rooms, all geared 
towards helping make advancements in technology and artificial intelligence.  Over the years, the non-
profit research institute went from close to 40 employees to now nearly a hundred and simply outgrew 
their old building.  Pensacola attorney Fred Levin made a $1 million donation to help the project.  
IHMC thanked him by naming it the 'Levin Center for IHMC Research.'  Levin hopes the new building 
will benefit education and research in the community.   
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