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ISSUE/description:                4. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes,  

floods, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions. 
Government regulations providing personal safety protection. 
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     Title     Date  Time/Duration   Program type                    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/25/18 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                             * 
    on WFGX 

* Investigators are now saying some of the suspicious packages sent to prominent political figures this week 
may have come from Florida.  A nation-wide manhunt is underway to find who is responsible for sending pipe 
bombs to several democrats, including former President Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton.  As the FBI counter-
terrorism division investigates, they warn more packages could be out there.  We asked a local delivery 
business if their services are taking extra precautions.  Albert Martin of Quick Delivery said currently his 
business does not have a security protocol in place.  His advice for people if they receive an unusual package at 
home:  "If you don’t know when this was ordered or how it got to you, just return it or don't mess with it." The FBI 
is warning people to handle packages with care, and urging folks to call authorities if there is a concern.  

  
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/29/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                            ** 
    on WFGX 

** Trick-or- treating can be an exciting time for children and adults alike.  But there could be danger walking up 
to a stranger's home, especially if you're not familiar with the community.  The Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) launched a new mobile app making it easier for the residents to see where sexual 
offenders are registered in Florida communities.  Parents or citizens can utilize the app by just checking the 
residential address to see if a sexual offender has registered in the area.  FDLE Commissioner Rick Swearingen 
says that’s just one of seven FDLE public services featured in the new app.  The app also allows you to search 
active AMBER, Missing Child and Silver Alerts, search wanted persons or stolen vehicle information, search 
unsolved cases in Florida and submit a tip about suspicious activity.  

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 10/31/18 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News                          *** 
    on WFGX 

*** In Escambia County, about 23,000 students ride a school bus daily.  There are plenty of safety measures 
inside the vehicles, but it is outside the bus where the danger really lies.  According to the National Safety 
Council, 70% of school bus-related deaths occur outside the bus.  Many terrifying close calls have been caught 
on camera, across the country.  Steven Harrell uses these videos to educate his drivers.  "We do 4.5 million 
miles a year just in this county alone with school bus traffic," said Harrell.  "With that many miles on the road, 
you're going to see some incidents like that."  Escambia County busses are equipped with two flashing stop 
lights, reflective tape, strobe lights and a crossing arm.  It's hard to miss one, but the director of transportation 
says it happens more that you would think.  Harrell says the reason is that drivers are not paying attention.  
Tanisha Scott believes that too, so she makes sure to meet her children at the bus stop every day.  "Drivers 
zoom down the street," said Scott.  "They're not paying attention to kids walking."  Scott's daughter already 
knows street safety basics.  "You have to wait when cars come," said the four-year-old.  Conducting about 9,000 
stops a year, safety is top priority for bus drivers, but Harrell says every driver on the road is responsible.  "If you 
see the stop arm out, stop," said Harrell.  “Stop.  It's that simple.” 
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4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/09/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                         **** 
    on WFGX 

**** The Florida Department of Health is notifying patients of a data breach affecting Northwest Florida clinics. 
An unauthorized user accessed the account of a children’s medical services employee between October 8 – 16. 
It’s possible the hacker accessed the names and medical histories of patients served by the District 1 Child 
Protection Team.  District 1 includes Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton counties.  Health officials 
don’t think client information has been misused. 

 
5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 11/15/18 09:00PM/3 minutes News                        ***** 
    on WFGX 
***** In September, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration declared youth vaping an epidemic.  A ‘National 
Youth Tobacco’ survey states that more than 3.6 million middle school and high school students used e-
cigarettes this year.  Now the agency plans to crack down on flavored nicotine products.  Thursday FDA 
Commissioner Scott Gottlieb released an 8-page statement describing the agency’s plan to tackle underage 
nicotine usage.  It includes restricting access to some flavored tobacco products, including e-liquids, cartridge-
based systems in flavors such as cherry, vanilla, tropical melon and others.  That same day, e-cigarette 
company JUUL announced it would stop selling pod flavors like mango, crème brulee and cucumber in stores.  
"I think the issue with the flavoring is ridiculous,” said Rodel Manimtim.  He’s owned the ‘Vaper’s Republic’ Vape 
Shop and Lounge in Pensacola for five years.  The regulations apply to cartridge based e-cigarettes sold at 
convenience stores and gas stations.  Vape shops only allowing customers 18 and older are not included.  
However, Manimtim believes they will be next.  The FDA stated e-cigarette use has increased nearly 80-percent 
among high schoolers and about 50-percent among middle schoolers from 2017 to 2018. Critics believe the 
dessert flavoring of some products encourages kids to use them.  "With the flashy designs and the marketing, 
it's really targeting the youth of the community,” said Pediatrician Dr. Brady Antonio. Dr. Antonio said the health 
of our children is more important than the vaping business. "These products post a significant health risk with 
both users and non-users.  In addition to the concentrated nicotine in it they have toxins, carcinogens and even 
particles of metal in them,” said Dr. Antonio. 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/14/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                      ****** 
    on WFGX 
****** Stationary trains, blocked crossings and longs waits ... it's been an ongoing problem in some areas of 
Escambia County for at least three years.  Our stories have documented the frustration that's trapped 
neighborhoods, made people late for work and school and cut off access for emergency vehicles.  In the past, 
the public safety director said the county was powerless.  But commissioner Steven Barry, who represents the 
area, brought it up for discussion saying there must be a solution.  "I have a constituency whose quality of life 
has been harmed, if not personal safety, being affected by this problem," said Barry. State Senator Doug 
Broxson has also heard the complaint.  He says the state passed legislation in the late 80's.  We checked 
Florida statutes and it requires the separation of trains blocking crossings when an emergency vehicle 
approaches.  But, there is no provision for how long crossings can be blocked and doesn't address access by 
civilians.  Broxson says it may be time to change the law to make sure our citizens are not being abused.  
Broxson says he's been assured there will be a meeting with CSX after the first of the year.  A CSX 
spokesperson tells Channel Three they are aware of the concerns and have stayed in touch with local officials 
and look forward to their meeting in January.  
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7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/18/18 09:00PM/1.8 minutes News                     ******* 
    on WFGX 

******* The 911 service in Okaloosa County is about to change.  The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is taking 
over dispatch duties for fire and EMS.  OCSO said the merger is in the best interest of the public safety.  Sheriff 
Larry Ashley, who was appointed by the governor to the state’s Marjory Stoneman Douglas Public Safety 
Committee, says streamlining emergency dispatch statewide is one of the committee’s recommendations.  "All 
primary call centers have the ability to directly communicate via radio with the first responder units for which they 
are receiving 911 calls,” he said.  In addition to saving time, he said the county could save a million dollars a 
year. Commissioners like the change.  "Lives are more important than dollars. I think there's frankly an 
advantage to save both” said County Commissioner Nathan Boyles. The sheriff’s three-phrase plan will include 
upgrading radio systems and assuring they are compatible, which is something that’s lacking now.  The first 
phase of the program merger is expected to start in the first quarter of next year. 

 
8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/21/18 09:00PM/4 minutes News                    ******** 
    on WFGX 

******** The American Automobile Association (AAA) is expecting a record 100 million people to hit the roads for 
Christmas this year, but those roads can seem like a very lonely place when you break down. That’s where 
Florida Highway Patrol’s (FHP) Road Rangers step in to help.  The Road Rangers were established in 2000. 
They prowl the highways looking for disabled vehicles.  Corey Jordan has been a Road Ranger for three years. 
"This program is 100 percent about keeping roads open and keeping motorists safe as they travel,” he said. 
Dispatched by FHP, the service is free.  Spending that much time on the highway does have its hazards.  
Jordan had a close call just a week ago, when a young man lost control and slid into his truck. Close calls aside, 
this dedicated bunch has made a difference even when the problem is far more serious than a stalled car.  "A 
commercial driver was having chest pains and we were able to get him some medical assistance,” Jordan said. 
The next person they help could be you. 

The (AAA) predicts more drivers will hit the roads this holiday season than ever before. Tim Jordan is traveling 
hundreds of miles to get to his loved ones for the holiday. "We're from Lovington, New Mexico and we're 
heading to Crestview, Florida.  Sergeant Ron Livingston said the Florida Highway Patrol is ready for the 
increased traffic.  "We'll be out enforcing laws like we always do," Sgt. Livingston said.  Trooper Hendrick 
Martinez has worked past holidays and knows what to expect. "Since they're antsy to get places, they violate 
certain laws, like improper lane changes or cutting people off," Martinez said. The FHP will have what they call 
"saturation patrols" on the area's busiest roads during the holidays.  Martinez says these roads pose the biggest 
threat for drivers, especially with the added travelers.  "l-10, US Highway 29, Blue Angel, all the main arteries 
through the county.  Those have high crash rates and unfortunately they do have fatality crashes on these main 
roadways," said Martinez.  He encourages drivers to give themselves extra time.  As the roads get busier, 
Martinez is looking for the violations the holiday season tends to bring … this includes speeding, drunk driving, 
and aggressive driving.  "We have a lot of visitors here in Florida, so we just want to make sure they're driving 
safely," said Martinez.  If you do experience car trouble on your journey, Martinez says you can dial *FHP or 
*347 for roadside assistance. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 12/24/18 09:00PM/3.2 minutes News                  ********* 
    on WFGX 

********* Medical professionals are hoping this is a better year, coming after one of the deadliest flu seasons 
ever.  Doctors are urging patients to play it safe and take precautions.  Scott Crawford is a physician assistant at 
Sacred Heart Urgent Care.  "Just like hurricane season, now is the time to prepare, before it hits,” Crawford 
said. It takes two weeks for the vaccine to get into your system.  "The flu vaccine usually is about 30 to 70 
percent effective in preventing the flu in any given season,” he said.  Crawford said the elderly and children 
should be the most concerned.  Still, he’s optimistic the vaccine will be more effective. 

Fire officials in Escambia County are warning people about cooking dangers during the holidays.  This reminder 
is being issued after fire fighters were called to a Pensacola home after a microwave shorted-out. 

Tip number 1: Make sure your oven and stove tops are clean and free of grease and other combustibles. 
Tip Number 2: Keep rags, towels, mitts and food packages away from the burners. 
Tip Number 3: Turn your pot handles toward the back of the stove-top. 
By following these cooking safety tips, and staying alert, you could prevent your home from being damaged, and 
even save lives. 
 
 
 

 


