
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2005 
 
ISSUE/description:    3. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/07/05 11:08PM/2 minutes News                          * 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
* We reported on the groundbreaking for a 2.5 million dollar “Sea, Sand & Stars Learning Center” 
being built at Orange Beach Elementary School as a cooperative effort between the city of Orange 
Beach, Baldwin County School System and developer Brett/Robinson.  The state-of-the-art 
environmental learning center will house a planetarium, weather station, technology laboratory and a 
5000 gallon saltwater aquarium, and is projected to open for the start of the next school year. 
 
 
2. 3 in the Morning 10/14/05 09:11AM/2 minutes News                         ** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 8AM on WFGX-TV) 
** Education Reporter Cynthia Reeve profiled a program that reaches out to poor neighborhoods from 
a classroom on wheels.  The bus travels to schools and apartment projects in high poverty areas of 
Escambia County.  Parents are invited to bring their children up to three years old, and teachers set 
up activities that help infants and toddlers develop fine motor skills and get ready for writing later on.  
The bus makes several stops a month, and also includes some parenting classes.  The program is 
part of the federal Title I program.  It’s the Family Resource Activities Model for Early Education 
(F.R.A.M.E.) and it’s purpose is simple: teach parents easy, effective games and songs they can use 
at home to enhance learning and get children ready for school. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/18/05 11:06PM/3 minutes News                       *** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
*** Our first report was on students at local elementary schools raising a total of $22,000 for Hurricane 
Katrina relief.  The money was collected at about 20 schools and represents the efforts of thousands 
of children.  The funds were donated to the American Red Cross during tonight’s school board 
meeting. 
A second story noted that Escambia County public school students are losing two Christmas vacation 
days.  The school board voted to have students return to school on January 3

rd
 and 4

th
 due to missing 

days during Hurricane Dennis. 
A third report profiled the Argo Scholars Program, a joint program of the University of West Florida 
and Pensacola High School to target highly motivated teens who would not otherwise have the 
chance to go to college.  Each year, a dozen 10

th
 graders will be supported and mentored through 

their high school careers, and UWF will give scholarships to successful students who wish to attend 
the university.  In turn, those students will eventually help mentor other high school students. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 10/24/05 07:08PM/2 minutes News                     **** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV)     

**** The opening of a new primary school in a high growth area means some families face re-zoning.  
Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves explained that change is inevitable for Santa Rosa County 
Schools, especially on the south end, where the district's rezoning plan revolves around the opening 
of its new primary school near Navarre, which is set for August, and new names for several schools.  
New boundaries will not be drawn until the school district gathers community input and holds a series 
of public hearing.  The school board plans to finalize the rezoning plan by May.  

 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/08/05 07:00PM/4 minutes News                     ***** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
***** The Escambia County Health Department and the School System will soon more than double the 
amount of nurses on hand at local schools.  The $1.8 million budget for the plan will go to hiring new 
nurses, who will be in place by the first of the year. 
In another report, Republican leaders in the Florida legislature have a new plan to kill the Class Size 
Amendment that was approved by voters 3 years ago.  Their plan would offer pay raises to teachers, 
while making it easier and cheaper for local districts to meet the requirements of that Amendment. 
 
 
6. 3 in the Morning 11/11/05 08:37AM/2 minutes News               ********* 
    (airs tape-delayed to 8AM on WFGX-TV) 
********* The debate over theories of Evolution and Creationism is increasing in the Florida Panhandle 
because next year the state Department of Education is scheduled to review its Science Standards.  
Creationism, or Intelligent Design, is a theory that the universe is so complex it must have been 
created by a higher being.  Currently, state science standards for grades 9 through 12 don’t include 
the actual term “evolution”, but the concept is taught while the terms “intelligent design” or 
“creationism” aren’t included.  Commissioner of Education John Winn said that any curriculum 
changes will only be made with input from educators, area specialists, community leaders and the 
general public. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/14/05 07:02PM/2 minutes News                  ******* 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
******* We reported on Desire Street Academy, Danny Wuerffel’s New Orleans school that had to 
relocate to Niceville following Hurricane Katrina.  The staff and about 80 students have relocated 
there, but about 50 more students are still unaccounted for.  The University of Florida, where Wuerffel 
was a Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback, provided the facilities for the school at their Camp 
Timpoochee in Niceville. 
Also, Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves reported that this week teachers, parents and community 
leaders are celebrating American Education Week, and detailed local activities of the week. 
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8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/28/05 07:00PM/4 minutes News                ******** 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
******** Our first report concerned the Escambia County School District’s new proposal, the 678 Plan, 
calling for different start and dismissal times for all school students.  A major change would be High 
Schools starting at 9:15AM, instead of the current 7:15AM.  Research shows the later start time would 
create less absenteeism, tardiness and discipline problems. 
Next, we reported on Superintendent Jim Paul’s plans presented this morning calling for closing about 
a dozen schools over the next decade, consolidating some schools and replacing others.  His 
proposal also requires voter renewal of the half-cent sales tax that expires in 2007. 
A final report concerned the Bellsouth Foundation’s $20 million donation to a virtual learning campaign 
that will target low-income neighborhoods in addition to helping bankroll and coordinate virtual 
schools. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/29/05 07:00PM/4 minutes News               ********* 
    (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 

********* Reaction to the sweeping changes proposed by Escambia School Superintendent Jim Paul is 
just as he predicted, very emotional.  Paul's plan calls for closing several schools and combining 
others.  He's proposing converting Woodham High to a Middle School, and closing Wedgewood and 
Brownsville Middle Schools, putting most of those students on the Woodham campus and also 
moving the Brown Barge Magnet Program to Woodham.  The ultimate goal is to improve teacher pay 
long term.  Teacher's Union President Gail Husbands applauded Paul's efforts to tackle a tough issue.    
There will be a public hearing before the school board votes on the plan. 

Next, we reported on emotions running high as parents, teachers and students consider the sweeping 
changes facing the schools.  Many middle school parents feel overwhelmed and worry about possible 
discipline problems, while others feel the proposed school closures are racially motivated because the 
schools recommended for closing are in predominately black neighborhoods. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/01/05 07:00PM/4 minutes News              ********** 
      (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
********** The Escambia County School District is working to put a positive spin on plans to close and 
consolidate schools, but opponents are lining up to fight it.  Two hundred parents, students and 
teachers converged at Woodham High School Wednesday night vowing to fight the plan. 
In a second story, we reported that the School District has set its first public hearing on the school 
improvement plan for next Tuesday night, with a presentation by the Tallahassee consultant who 
helped research the plan, and an opportunity for all involved to present their questions and concerns. 
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11. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/05/05 07:00PM/2 minutes News            *********** 
      (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
*********** Cynthia Reeves polled the Escambia School Board members, who have had a week now to 
digest Superintendent Jim Paul's proposal to close and combine schools.  They applaud his efforts to 
look at long term solutions to improve teacher pay, but they haven't made up their minds whether 
they'll vote to support the plan as written.  On Tuesday, the board is hosting a special meeting to give 
the public a chance to speak out and hear from the consultant who devised the plan.  Then the board 
is expected to vote on the plan on as early as December 13th. 
Next: today hundreds of students, teachers and parents marched in front of the Escambia School 
District administrative offices challenging the plan to make Woodham High School a middle school. 
 

 
12. 3 in the Morning 12/07/05 08:02AM/4 minutes News           ************ 
      (airs tape-delayed to 8AM on WFGX-TV) 
************ The Escambia County School Board yesterday held its first public hearing on 
Superintendent Jim Paul's proposal to improve the school system.  Parents, teachers, and students 
attacked the plan to reorganize, close, and consolidate schools.  John Watson, the Tallahassee 
based consultant paid 19-thousand dollars to put the plan together, explained that his 
recommendation to close about a dozen Escambia County schools, including Woodham High, is 
based on the condition and age of the facilities; not race, grades, the part of town, or anything else.  
Despite the fact that the long term goal is to improve teacher pay, the president of the teacher's union 
says stop the process now, and do more research.  The board will discuss the plan again at a 
workshop on Friday. 
In another story, we reported that Alabama is only one of three states that does not ask questions 
about evolution on the science portion of the high school graduation exam, and the biology textbooks 
used in Alabama’s public schools contain a State Board of Education approved disclaimer that says 
“evolution is a controversial theory.” 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/15/05 07:03PM/4 minutes News         ************* 
      (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
************* First, we reported that Florida Education Commissioner John Winn wants high school 
retention eliminated.  Thirty eight thousand high school freshmen were held back last year in Florida.  
Locally, in Escambia County, about 100 9th graders are held back each year because they haven't 
earned enough credits.  Winn says it sends a message to students that they have failed before 
they've even begun, but many educators disagree.  His proposal comes a year after the Florida Board 
of Education asked lawmakers to end "social promotion."  The legislature hasn't taken any action. 
Next, we reported the Georgia-based Haiseal Timber Company has donated thirty acres of land near 
Crestview to the Okaloosa County School Board.  The population boom in the north part of the county 
has caused school officials to look for new sites for schools, and Superintendent Don Gaetz has been 
working quietly with the company for almost two years to get this land donated for a new school site. 
We also reported on “College Goal Sunday”, a national event in February where volunteers help low-
income students fill out the free applications for federal student aid. 
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14. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/30/05 07:03PM/2 minutes News                            ************** 
      (airs tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
**************  Education Reporter Cynthia Reeves reported a summary of the major local issues in 
Education in 2005, with hurricanes, floods of evacuees, and a controversial proposal to reorganize 
Pensacola schools.   
When the Pace High School Patriots started back to school, teachers and students had to make some 
adjustments.  Hurricane Dennis had trashed several classrooms and damaged the roof.  Restoration 
crews had to dry out 100's of soggy school records.  Eight Escambia County schools also sustained 
damage to the tune of 8 million dollars.  Fortunately, local schools were all able to open on time. 
Schools in Louisiana and Mississippi weren't so lucky when hurricane Katrina hit so Florida schools 
opened their doors to evacuees.  At the peak, schools in Escambia, Santa Rosa, and Okaloosa 
Counties enrolled nearly 2000 new students.  Some families from New Orleans who thought they'd 
never see each other again were reunited at Cordova Park Elementary.  

2005 ended with a controversial plan by Escambia Superintendent Jim Paul to close several schools 
and convert Woodham High school to a middle school.   The plan also called for cutting class periods 
down to six to save money.  The school board voted to delay making the changes, but Paul and his 
staff say the plan is far from dead.  Look for it to come back in 2006. 
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