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Station:             WFGX 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2018 
 
ISSUE/description:    2. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
      Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/20/18 09:00PM/7 minutes News                    * 
      on WFGX  

* More than 900 teachers in Florida are in jeopardy of losing their jobs due to failing the redeveloped 
state certification exam, the Florida Teaching Certification Exam (FTCE).  According to Pearson 
Education, the company responsible for publishing the exam, the redevelopment was a multi-year 
process in which the "new passing scores for all subtests were established by numerous committees 
of content experts," and ensures "all test materials, including competencies and skills, test questions, 
and passing score recommendations were placed at an appropriate level for the Beginning Effective 
Teacher Candidate (BETC)."  At the beginning of the summer, 20 Santa Rosa County District school 
teachers were 'on hold', meaning if they didn't retake and pass the exam by the beginning of August, 
they would be out of the job. Conni Carnley, who works for the district, says that number is now down 
to nine.  The Florida Department of Education explained, "The purpose of the [FTCE] is to support the 
academic achievement of students by assuring educators are professionally qualified."  In Escambia 
County, Superintendent Malcolm Thomas estimates between 30 and 50 teachers may not be 
returning next school year.  Thomas added those teachers can be hired back with the district as long-
term substitutes, if they have shown to be effective educators in the classroom. 

There will be big changes in upcoming 2018-2019 school year.  Escambia County School District will 
be offering free meals to their students through the Community Eligibility Provision program (CEP).  
According to the United States Department of Agriculture, the (CEP) is a non-pricing meal service 
option for schools and school districts in low-income areas.  USDA states the CEP program allows the 
nation’s highest poverty schools and districts to serve breakfast and lunch at no cost to all enrolled 
students without collecting household applications. 

A well-known Okaloosa entrepreneur who has employed thousands with success worldwide has 
turned his attention to Northwest Florida's future.  Dr. Paul Hsu said his new STEM program is 
expanding to two locations to get the next generation hooked on technology and the in-demand high-
tech jobs that come with it.  Dr. Hsu is the founder of the Crestview Technology Airpark, but his 
successful companies in Okaloosa County are only a fraction of what he's accomplished across the 
globe.  He is using two buildings he owns as sites to get kids interested in science, engineering, and 
math at an early age.  "We are going to all have kinds of workshops, camps on software, 
programming robotics, and cybersecurity," said Dr. Hsu.  Amanda Negron, executive director of the 
Hsu Family Foundation, said they plan to bring third through fifth graders through a program where 
they are introduced to drone science, and things like that, so they can start exploring emerging 
technologies.  Okaloosa County Commissioner Carolyn Ketchel said what he's doing for the kids and 
the community is impressive and generous.  The payback will be to lay the foundation for a workforce 
that attracts jobs and creates opportunities for those students who want a future close to home. 
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2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/23/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                   ** 
       on WFGX      

** A Pensacola student is now a two-time winner in a national history competition.  Max Mateer, a 
sophomore at Pensacola High School, won the performance category in the National History Day 
finals in June in Maryland.  His presentation was on President James K. Polk.  He said it's important to 
tell the stories of unsung heroes.  He added, "To be able to help kids understand where they come 
from and who they are, it better equips them to handle their future and handle fixing the problems of 
today and tomorrow."  Less than 10 students have had back-to-back wins in the history of the 
competition.  More than half-million students worldwide took part this year. 

 
3. Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/26/18 04:00PM/1-minute News                 *** 
       on WFGX      

*** The National Flight Academy is receiving a big gift in support of the STEM Saturdays program.  
AT&T is awarding the academy a grant of $25,000.  STEM Saturdays are designed for children from 
third to sixth grades. They spend one Saturday a month participating in hands-on education activities 
aboard the world’s only landlocked aircraft carrier Ambition.  All students get a chance to fly an 
aircraft, drone, or remotely-operated vehicle stimulators.  Thanks to AT&T’s grant, tuition costs will be 
reduced this school year to just $30 a child. 

 
4. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/01/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News                **** 
       on WFGX       

**** With less than two weeks from the beginning of the school year, there is a teacher shortage in 
Escambia County, with about 30 open teacher positions, most of which are in the math, science and 
special education fields. In Santa Rosa County there are 28 vacancies according to Assistant 
Superintendent Conni Carnley, and in Okaloosa County there are 16 teacher vacancies, and they also 
need a total of eleven positions that include mental health counselors and psychologists, according to 
Superintendent Mary Beth Jackson.  Why the shortage? Superintendent Malcolm Thomas attributes it 
to three main reasons: "The low rate of people going to college of education, high failure rate on the 
teacher test and then, the large number of retirees," said Thomas.  If the spots are not filled by the 
start of the school year, long-term substitutes will be brought in, but Thomas says that would be a 
temporary solution which would happen only once the student count is finalized.  Warrington Middle 
School principal, Brent Brummet said "For students, every single day of instruction matters, so if we 
can have the right person with those students from the start, it makes a difference for every single 
student."  If you're interested in becoming a teacher in Escambia County, there is a job fair taking 
place Thursday for teachers, teacher assistants, bus drivers and custodial and food service workers. 
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5. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/02/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
       on WFGX       

***** Summer reading became a shared adventure for a mom and daughter in Pensacola. Sharing 
books was so great, they wanted to connect with other family reading teams.  Now a new club at West 
Florida Public Library will give more parents and kids a chance to connect through books.  The club 
starts in October. Vivian Fernandez encourages other young people to take a break from screens, and 
read books.  She explained, "It exercises the brain, it's healthy for you, instead of playing games 
where you're just staring at a screen the whole time." 

 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/06/18 09:00PM/2.2 minutes News             ****** 
       on WFGX       

****** The Escambia County School District (ECSD) transports more than 24,000 students to and from 
school every day.  Transportation officials said it's critical that there are enough drivers to move all 
those people.  Escambia County Director of Transportation Steve Harrell said the starting salary for a 
bus driver in Escambia County is $11.52 an hour.  "We've got exactly the number that we need to 
start school right now, but it is always good for us to have some sub bus drivers on standby in case 
things happen," Harrell said.  Harrell says finding enough people to drive these large yellow buses is 
not just a problem here in Escambia County.  We checked with all the school districts across 
Northwest Florida to see if there is a shortage of bus drivers there.  Santa Rosa County school 
officials say they are looking to hire more than 20 bus drivers.  An Okaloosa County spokesperson 
says the district has 10 to 15 bus driver positions available. While the available bus driver positions 
are an opportunity for anyone over the age of 21 years old, the transportation director says not 
everyone is a perfect fit for the job. 

 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/10/18 09:00PM/2.3 minutes News            ******* 
       on WFGX      

******* Boosting school performance is the goal this year for the Escambia County School District.  
Superintendent Malcolm Thomas hopes to do that with help from a New York-based company.  The 
school board has hired the Rensselaerville Institute to consult at Warrington Middle School, as well as 
nine elementary schools - most of which feed into Warrington.  The money is coming from a federally 
funded school improvement grant.  The focus of the Rensselaerville Institute is not on the students, 
but the principal and teachers; it's a trickle-down system.  "They're going to push them to step up," 
said Thomas. "And get the classrooms and the instructional process working as it should." 
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8. Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/13/18 09:00PM/2.1 minutes News          ******** 
       on WFGX      

******** An Escambia County employment program is giving local students an opportunity to get paid 
work experience.  Students who are accepted into the program work up to 30 hours a week at 
minimum wage in departments across the county.  Commissioner Lumon May says the goal is to 
learn life skills and establish connections that will support them beyond high school.  It is all about 
developing future leaders in Escambia County.  May says 77 students completed the program this 
summer and they'll be using the money to help pay for college tuition and living expenses while they 
are in school. 

 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/11/18 09:00PM/2 minutes News         ********* 
       on WFGX       

********* The events of 9/11 are etched in the minds of those who lived through the day - watching 
tragedy unfold.  For those who were too young to remember, some educators make a special effort.  
In a classroom at Northview High School, 9/11 is a lesson to remember.  Teacher James Moretz's 
history class has taken a somber tone this month.  It begins with news clips from the Twin Towers, the 
Pentagon, and Shanksville, Pennsylvania.  Moretz explained, "The goal was to allow them to see this 
as it was occurring firsthand, live video shot from September 11, 2001, and then allowing them to 
reflect on it."  Most in his classes have read and seen information on the internet, but experiencing it 
like this evokes the emotions and questions that have endured since the attack.  The lesson doesn't 
end with this viewing.  There is discussion, then review, and reflection put in writing.   

 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/17/18 09:00PM/1-minute News                *10 
       on WFGX       

*10 Florida Department of Transportation, (FDOT) is presenting a new innovative learning tool to 
students in Escambia and Santa Rosa County Schools.  FDOT says the Pensacola Bay Bridge "Goes 
to School" is "an interactive, hands-on, and engaging curriculum for students pre-K through Grade 
12."  According to FDOT, students will have the opportunity to apply science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM) and STEM plus art (STEAM)-based concepts, with the bridge replacement project.  
This learning tool will provide students with a real-world example on how to build a bridge.  The 
program provides video instruction for educators, student activities and other hands-on lesson units 
that demonstrate how to build a bridge from the design phase to the completion construction.   
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11. Channel 3 News at 9PM 09/19/18 09:00PM/4 minutes News                *11 
       on WFGX       

*11 Escambia County voters can decide in November if they want to elect or appoint their next 
superintendent.  Superintendent Malcolm Thomas said the last time this question was presented on a 
ballot was in 1994.  Records showed the question was asked five times over the years and turned 
down five times.  Since Superintendent Thomas is not seeking another term he said it's perfect timing 
to ask again.  Bill Slayton, the only school board member to vote against this, said appointing a new 
superintendent comes with a risk.  "The potential of getting an appointed superintendent means that 
you're going to get someone maybe from outside the district that doesn't know Escambia County and 
doesn't know how to react to the citizens of Escambia County and does not have a background in the 
education system," said Slayton.  Whichever option wins, Superintendent Thomas said the school 
board is ready for the process.  "If the voters decide it's going to be elected it's plenty of time for two 
years for someone to build a campaign and run.  If someone is going to be appointed then there's 
plenty of time for the school board and I to work together to put together a process and make that 
selection," said Thomas. 

There's a new trend at Fort Walton Beach High School - vegan lunch food.  It's the first school in the 
area to serve vegan entrees from the school cafeteria.  Cafeteria manager Robin Brown started 
making vegan entrees when the students started requesting it.  Brown said they even have a variety 
of vegan options.  The teachers are even giddy about it.  Physics teacher Cindy Stone says for the 
first time in her life she's excited to get in the school lunch line.  Brown said her goal was to provide 
options for the students.  She's stoked that they like it. 

 


