
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location: Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2007    
 
Issue/description:   1. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1. Straughn & Company 04/01/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    * 
 
* Today’s topic was Autism.  Our guests were Vincent Strully of the New England Center for Children; 
Susan Byram, Director, Autism Society of the Panhandle; and Logan Fink, Autism Society of the 
Panhandle.  The latest research shows the number of children with Autism has grown dramatically to 
one in 150.  Our guests say that research, services and education have not kept pace with the 
growing demand. 
 
2. In Focus 04/15/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ** 
 
** Guests Jim Vickery, director of Access Escambia, and David Sjoberg, Vice President of Baptist 
Hospital, discussed the “Access Escambia” project.  The goal of the project is to secure passage of a 
½ cent sales tax to subsidize health care for county residents who cannot afford health insurance.  
This proposal was defeated by voters in 2004 after Hurricane Ivan.  The health care situation has 
deteriorated since then, and Access Escambia is again seeking the tax in order to provide primary 
care and healthcare management services for the needy. 
 
3. In Focus 05/06/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 *** 
 
*** Dan Thomas interviewed David Sjoberg of Baptist Hospital and Access Escambia, about the 
upcoming June vote on the proposed ½ cent sales tax to fund health care for the poor in Escambia 
County.  Sjoberg said a task force appointed by the state legislature had studied the healthcare 
situation in Northwest Florida during 3 different 5-year periods, releasing reports in 1996, 2001 and 
2006.  These reports showed that conditions are steadily worsening.  One out of every five people in 
Escambia and Santa Rosa counties cannot afford health insurance, and that figure is expected to 
increase to 1 in 4 by 2013.  Revenue from the proposed tax would pay for preventative care, thus 
saving money from the emergency room visits now used by those with no health insurance. 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/29/07 10:06PM/2 minutes News                **** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV) 
 
**** We reported on the proposed health care plan by Access Escambia to help the county’s poor.  
They plan to convince voters that a new tax will help save them money in the long run.  A vote on the 
proposal is scheduled for June 26

th
.  If approved, it would result in a half-cent sales tax increase to 

raise money for Escambia County residents with no health insurance.  Hospitals are in favor of the 
plan, which they say would free up emergency room space and reduce premiums for people who 
have insurance. 
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Issue/description:  1. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

  
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title               Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
5. Straughn & Company 06/24/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs              ***** 
 
***** Our topic was Florida’s Developmentally Disabled.  Our guest was Jane Johnson, Director of the 
Florida Agency for Persons with Disabilities.  This new state agency was formed to remove persons 
with disabilities from under the mammoth Department of Children and Families.  The state has come 
under intense criticism for having 15,000 people on a waiting list for services.  Allegations of fraud 
and waste by provider agencies have not been borne out.  Critics say the Agency is simply under-
funded.  Johnson does not disagree but she doesn’t see any additional money coming any time 
soon. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 10PM 06/25/07 06:33AM/2 minutes News             ****** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV) 
 
****** We presented a wrap-up report on the efforts by Access Escambia to get the half-cent sales 
tax increase to pay for health care for the county’s one-in-five citizens who can’t afford health 
insurance.  Those in favor of the plan say it would generate $15-$17 million per year to create a 
primary care system so those who cannot afford the insurance could receive preventative care and 
see a network of doctors.  Money Magazine had a study reporting that uncompensated care adds 
$300 per year to the cost of an individual’s health premium, and more than $900 per year to the cost 
of a family premium.  Jim McClellan of Access Escambia said the tax will ensure that everyone pays 
less money in the long run.  Voting will be tomorrow from 7AM-7PM. 
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 06/26/07 10:01PM/1 minute News            ******* 
     (simulcast from WEAR-TV) 
 
******* We interviewed leaders of Access Escambia about today’s voter defeat of the half-cent sales 
tax increase.  They once again pointed out that the approximately 60 thousand persons in Escambia 
County with no health insurance would increase to approximately 90 thousand by 2013.  They also 
said that the group would continue to push the issue to secure health care for those uninsured. 


