
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location: Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2009    
 
Issue/description:   4. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/02/09 10:06PM/2 minutes News                    * 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV) 
 
* We interviewed Al Stubblefield, Baptist Health Care CEO, about the collapse of the deal for Baptist 
to purchase West Florida Hospital, due to the worldwide credit crisis.  The plan had been to 
consolidate the two struggling facilities into one efficient, effective hospital.  But many downtown area 
residents are glad the plan failed because they fear it would create a lack of service in their area, plus 
it would mean a loss of about 300 jobs. 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/28/09 10:07PM/5 minutes News                  ** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV) 
 
** We reported that the cost of health insurance premiums and co-pays could double by 2016 
according to a report released by the Florida Public Interest Research Group.  The report says 
wasteful spending by hospitals and insurance companies will lead to higher costs for patients, 
claiming one of three dollars spent on health care fuels profits for special interest groups.  FPIRG’s 
Brad Ashwell said the legislature should look at ways to reduce such wasteful spending when it 
meets again in March.  Solutions being proposed include raising the cigarette tax to cover state 
health care spending, and requiring private insurance companies to spend more money on patient 
care and less on negotiations with hospitals and special interest groups. 
In a second report, Bill Pearson reported on the decline in military medical care for veterans.  
Recently, the Department of Defense and the Veterans Administration announced plans to improve 
Veterans care, focusing on six goals: promote accountability, commitment and communication 
between the DOD and the VA; improve access and quality of health care; ensure a smooth transition 
of benefits; ensure patient records and data are available anywhere within the VA or DOD medical 
centers; improve overall management of veteran’s medical care; and improve planning for medical 
emergencies involving veterans.  Local vets are skeptical that Congress will properly fund the plan. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 02/27/09 10:41PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
    (simulcast from WEAR-TV) 
 
*** Reporter Jim Carmack interviewed David Wildebrandt, Baptist Health Care’s Vice President of 
Operations, about their new Da Vinci HD robotic surgical system.  It’s the only unit of its kind in our 
region, and it is now redefining their approach to heart surgery.  It uses smaller incisions due to the 
smaller instruments, and monitors magnify the images 5 times greater than other systems.  This 
means better healing time, less blood loss, less pain and fewer complications … a much faster 
recovery. 
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Issue/description:  4. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

  
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title               Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
4. Straughn & Company 03/29/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                        **** 
 
**** Our topic for today’s program was mental health.  Guests were Kris Butler, CEO of the Mental 
Health Association; Bill Crawford, President of the Mental Health Association; and Jerry Vee of the 
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.  They discussed the nature of mental illness, the severity of the 
disease in our area, and sources of help available for both sufferers and their families. 
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