
 

TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2014      
 
 
ISSUE/description:    1. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Facing Florida 07/13/14 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
 
* This week’s guest, Florida State University Professor Vasu Misra, has made it his life’s work to 
study how climate is changing, and today he explained why we should all be worried.  Then, Susan 
Glickman from the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy wants people to pay attention to a proceeding 
at the Public Service Commission that could determine Florida's energy future.  
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 07/17/14 09:02AM/2 minutes News                 ** 
     On WFGX 
 
** Recycling resumed in Santa Rosa County on July 7 when a contract with the Emerald Coast Utility 
Authority to transport recyclable material from the recycling transfer station at the Central Landfill in 
Milton was approved by the commission.  Residents who previously had curbside recycling will see 
no change in service from their curbside providers.  Residents who do not currently have curbside 
recycling are encouraged to contact their service provider to inquire if curbside recycling is an 
available service option.  Additionally, the county is currently exploring expanding the solid waste 
service provider franchise to areas north of the Yellow River. 
 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/05/14 09:04PM/2 minutes News                *** 
     On WFGX 
 
*** Climate change and environmental issues have been one of the hottest issues for the Governor's 
race.  Governor Rick Scott says he will promise to spend more than a billion dollars over the next 10 
years on springs restoration, water supply alternatives, and land conservation if he's re-elected.  
But if voters pass amendment one this November, it will lock in more than a billion dollars for the next 
20 years for water projects, dedicating funding to the state constitution to protect our lakes, rivers, 
and streams, our drinking water quality, our wildlife habitat and our natural areas, all without 
increasing taxes. 
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4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 08/07/14 09:22PM/2 minutes News              **** 
     On WFGX 
 
**** The Santa Rosa County central landfill has a new waste system that changes the way they do 
things to help better the environment.  The landfill is using vacuums to turn waste into energy.  
There's a lot of science behind it but basically as the garbage decomposes, it gives off methane gas. 
The machines suck up the gas and send it through underground pipes into a system where methane 
gas is converted into carbon dioxide and H2O, sent up the pipe and burnt off.   Carbon dioxide is 
about twenty times better for the atmosphere than methane.   The price tag for this project was about 
1.3 million dollars, all paid for by landfill user fees. Santa Rosa County officials have been working on 
the project for 5 years.  The second phase of this project will be not just burning the gas off but using 
it for something beneficial like fueling up your car.  
 
 
5.  Facing Florida 08/10/14 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                     ***** 
 
***** Our guest, Wolfgand Beauguard from Maga Solar, lamented the lack of a level playing field for 
solar energy. Solar geeks no longer want incentives; they just want to be treated like everyone else. 
 
 
6.  The Next Frontier 08/15/14 01:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                    ****** 
 
* This program focused on the renewable, clean energy technologies that can improve our future and 
create significant economic opportunities.  It took the viewer around the world in search of 
technologies and policies that will address the serious problem of excessive carbon dioxide 
emissions and our dangerous dependence on foreign oil.  It featured interviews with some of the top 
energy and economic experts along with educators and high-level government officials, all striving to 
develop clean energy solutions and alternatives to burning fossil fuels. 
 
 
7.  We’ve Got the Power 08/15/14 02:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                   ******* 
 
******* This program looked at the economics of renewable energy.  The cost of burning fossil fuels 
like oil, coal, and natural gas has been staggering – both to the environment and to our wallets.  
Using wind and solar power could end our addiction to fossil fuels, but how would switching to clean 
energy affect our personal energy bills?  We’ve Got the Power visited companies and communities 
where everyday people are putting cutting edge innovative technology into daily use: from a new 
California town – built from the ground up to use zero net energy – to Andalucía, Spain, where 
groundbreaking solar technology powers 20,000 homes at night.  The program also looked at the 
importance of the role of government in different stages of clean energy production including 
research, regulations, policy making, and protecting the public and the environment. 
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8.  Facing Florida 08/31/14 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 ******** 
 
******** This week we interviewed Dr. Jeff Chanton, who has been teaching climate for 20 years, and 
his knowledge will make you stop and think. Climate has always changed, but he has strong 
evidence that mankind has increased the natural warming and cooling of the earth.  We also 
discussed what Dr. Chanton shared with Charlie Crist and Rick Scott, and his reaction to those two 
meetings.  
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