
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location: Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2007    
 
Issue/description:   5. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/03/07 10:07PM/2 minutes News                    * 
 
* We reported on President Bush’s veto of the SCHIP program, the State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program that provides health care for the children of poor families.  Bush said he’s against the 
expansion because it’s a step toward government-controlled health care.  The House of 
Representatives is expected to vote to override the veto later today. 
 
 
2. American Crossroads 10/21/07 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ** 
 
** Our topic was “Critical Condition”.  We provided an overview of the nation’s health care system 
and the most critical concerns facing American’s seeking health care and health care insurance. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM 11/05/07 10:38PM/2 minutes News                 *** 
 
*** We reported on concerns over staph infections at Bellview Elementary School.  Administrators 
said they had taken necessary steps to ease parents’ worries about the two students that were 
diagnosed with an infectious skin bacterium.  The Escambia Health Department inspected the 
campus and ordered general cleaning and sanitizing throughout the entire school, which was 
completed this past weekend. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 11/19/07 10:07PM/2 minutes News                **** 
 
**** We reported that Florida Kidcare, the state’s program to give uninsured children health 
insurance, signed up more than 17,000 children in October, and now serves over 1.4 million children.  
Program officials say health care is critical at this time of year due to the beginning of flu season. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 11/29/07 10:41PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
 
***** We interviewed Wilson Barnes of the NAACP, about the national bus tour nicknamed “Sicko” 
after a movie critical of the country’s health care system.  The tour, organized by a coalition of groups 
ranging from the League of Women Voters to the NAACP, is designed to bring awareness to a bill in 
the U.S. House of Representatives that would create a publicly funded, privately delivered health 
care system modeled after medicare.  Barnes said health care is the next Civil Rights fight in this 
country, because the poor and minorities have to worry about health care. 
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Issue/description:  5. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

  
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
   Title               Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
6. American Crossroads 12/02/07 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs             ****** 
 
****** Tonight’s topic was “Monster Microbes”.  We featured a closer look at the threat of so-called 
“super bugs”, and debated whether this is a looming health crisis, or just media hype.  For our local 
segment in the program, we told the story of Grant Corbin, a local man who contracted a drug-
resistant MRSA while changing a light bulb.  He’s now on his 4

th
 kind of antibiotics and nothing is 

stopping the infection.  He’s also uninsured, and has spent over $7,000 and had to drop out of 
college, and feels time is running out for him.  Dr. John Lanza, Escambia County Health Department 
Director, has declared an outbreak of MSRA due to 42 inmates at the County Jail contracting the 
disease within the last 2 months.  Lanza says there have been a number of outbreaks here in the 14 
years he’s been here, but this is the most he’s seen at one time. 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/03/07 10:08PM/2 minutes News           ******* 
 
******* In this month’s installment of our “Buddy Check 3”, Mollye Barrows profiled a local American 
Cancer Society program that provides assistance and counseling to breast cancer patients. 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/17/07 10:38PM/2 minutes News          ******** 
 
******** Channel 3’s Sue Straughn presented another in her continuing series, “Angels in our Midst”.  
This report profiled Seton Center, where 75 to 100 patients per day from all across Northwest Florida 
are given quality health care, even though they are indigent or have low re-imbursement rates from 
Medicaid. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/20/07 10:07PM/2 minutes News         ********* 
 
********* We reported on Governor Crist’s planned program to offer discounted prescription drugs to 
Floridians over 60 without insurance coverage, and to help seniors in the so-called Medicare “donut 
hole” – where prescription costs aren’t covered between $2200 and $5100.  The savings would also 
be available to those under 60 who are low-income and whose jobs don’t offer prescription drug 
coverage.  Crist said this is only the first piece of the puzzle, and he would unveil a comprehensive 
plan to help Florida’s uninsured during the first months of 2008. 
 
 
10. Straughn & Company 12/23/07 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                ********** 
 
********** Our topic for the month was AIDS.  Our special guest today was Jeanne White-Ginder, who 
has traveled the world helping spread education about AIDS.  But she is best known as the mother of 
Ryan White, one of the first children diagnosed with the disease, which he contracted via blood 
transfusions … Ryan was a hemophiliac.  She re-told Ryan’s story; his diagnosis in 1984 with a 
prognosis of only 6 months to live – he lived another 5 ½ years; their efforts to obtain and spread 
education about the disease; and her continuation of that effort in the years since Ryan’s death. 


