
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2007 
 
ISSUE/description:    2. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/08/07 10:39PM/2 minutes News                                 * 
 
* We profiled Longwood Elementary School in Shalimar, which has been selected as a “No Child Left 
Behind” blue ribbon school, one of 287 schools nationwide recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education.  The award is given to schools where at least 40% of students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds show improvement or score in the top ten percent on standardized tests. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/09/07 10:07PM/3 minutes News                   ** 
 
** Our Okaloosa County reporter Erin Ovalle interviewed Principal John Spolski of Bruner Middle 
School in Fort Walton Beach about their efforts to streamline secondary education through an 
experiment with “same sex classes” this year.  A few dozen 6

th
 graders at the school have two classes 

a day that are either all girls or all boys.  Math and Language Arts are the only subjects being offered 
in gender specific classrooms so far, but if the new system helps students with things like behavior 
and grades, it will be expanded to the 7

th
 grade next year.  Spolski will be comparing the performance 

of same sex classes versus co-ed classes at the end of the semester.  Richburg Middle School in 
Crestview is also participating in the program. 
 
 
3. Our World with 10/21/07 11:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                           *** 
    Black Enterprise 
 
*** Today’s program was a special edition looking at the state of education in America, and predicting 
the effect on the Black community by the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision declaring that public school 
systems cannot seek to achieve or maintain integration based solely on a student’s race.  Roundtable 
panelists for this discussion included Theodore Shaw, director, counsel and president of the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund; Callie Crossley, social and cultural commentator and host of 
“Beat the Press”; and Michael Meyers, president, executive director and co-founder of the New York 
Civil Rights Coalition. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 11/13/07 10:38PM/3 minutes News                            **** 
 
**** Greg Neumann reported on the tumultuous few months for race relations in the county, 
specifically the “Godzilla” controversy.  That’s the moniker used by Escambia School Board Member 
Jeff Bergosh in an online blog wherein he complained of problems in area schools.  He singled out 
schools in district 3, made up largely of minorities, drawing sharp criticism from some Black leaders.  
Today, about 80 students took part in “Mix it up Day” at Pensacola Junior College.  This is a national 
event that makes students tackle the issues of race, diversity and tolerance.  Most of the students 
agreed that racism is really strong and still exists, in education and in the workplace.  They said the 
answer begins with teaching tolerance to younger children, because if they grow up with a racist 
attitude, it’s harder to break that attitude in an adult.  They also felt more events like this one, with 
open dialog about racism, is key to improving relations. 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/04/07 10:38PM/2 minutes News                           ***** 
 
***** Jake Peterson interviewed Escambia Assistant Superintendent Tim Rosdick about the district’s 
plans to save money by bringing “block scheduling” to the district’s high schools.  In this schedule, 
students take four classes a day for 85-minutes, instead of 7 classes for 50-minutes.  He says this 
helps math and science teachers because they can teach extended lessons.  The net result is that 
students spend less time in the same class over the year, and some teachers will be laid off, saving 
money for the school system.  Gulf Breeze and Navarre High Schools are on the 7-period schedule 
and the 4 other High Schools in the district are on the block schedule. 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/10/07 10:04PM/2 minutes News                          ****** 
 
****** We profiled the Physical Education program of the Escambia School District by interviewing 
students at Cordova Park Elementary school.  The district’s wellness policy, developed several years 
ago, keeps students active and eating right.  Schools across the county have added more Physical 
Education classes and recess, and cafeterias are offering healthier food choices; plus there are 
nurses in every school who teach wellness.  Dr. John Lanza of the Escambia Health Department said 
this is the first time he’s seen these kinds of results anywhere in Florida.  His department has been 
measuring the body fat of students in the 1

st
, 3

rd
, 6

th
 and 9

th
 grades since 2004.  This year, every 

grade but 3
rd

 showed a decrease in the tendency to be overweight.  School Superintendent Jim Paul 
said this is good for the community because a healthy student is a much better student.  The Health 
Department is sending home letters with all students they measured, to let parents know if their 
children are at a healthy weight.  Lanza said they would work with the parents and the child’s 
pediatrician and the school’s wellness coordinator to get each child on a healthy path. 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 10PM 12/17/07 10:41PM/3 minutes News                        ******* 
 
******* Erin Ovalle reported that Santa Rosa County’s school board has voted to bring block schedule 
teaching to all high schools in the county, in an effort to east the district’s financial crisis. 
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