
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WFGX-TV 
Location:            Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2006   
 
ISSUE/description:    5. LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Crime prevention; juvenile crime; treatment 

of criminals; training; other activities. 
                                                                         
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
1.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/03/06 07:00PM/5 minutes News                         * 
      (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
                      
* We began with a report on the rash of crimes in recent days in the small town of Cantonment, 
which is patrolled by only a few Escambia County Sheriff’s deputies.  Next, we had a report on 
Florida’s plans for a crackdown on illegal drivers.  Currently more than 800,000 people in Florida are 
driving without a valid license.  A 3

rd
 story concerned Gulf Breeze’s “red light camera”, used to ticket 

vehicles that run a red light.  It’s the first of its kind in Florida, and a citizen’s group is trying to get 
these cameras installed statewide.  A final story dealt with the Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s office 
taking over the monitoring of court-ordered GPS monitors on criminals, following a local incident 
where a privately-owned monitoring agency failed to properly monitor felons and one of them 
committed a murder. 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/13/06 07:07PM/2 minutes News                       ** 
      (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
                             
** We presented a report on the success of the Student Crimestoppers program in the Escambia 
County school system.  The program has been in place for several years now and is one of the 
primary deterrents to crime in the schools, with tips leading to 29 arrests so far this school year.  
Educators, school resource officers, and the students themselves all say the program makes the 
schools a safer learning environment. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/20/06   07:00PM/3 minutes News                      *** 
      (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
*** Tonight we reported on the findings of the inquest into the death of a mentally ill inmate in the 
Escambia County jail.  Judge David Ackerman ruled there was no probable cause for criminal 
charges in the Robert Boggon coronor’s inquest.  He ruled the death was the result of a faulty system 
when it comes to treating the mentally ill.  Many local residents, especially those in the black 
community, were disappointed with the ruling and feel the justice system is unjust. 
In a related story, we reported that the local President of the NAACP said Ackerman should have 
excused himself from the case because of his friendship with Sheriff Ron McNesby.  The 65-year-old 
Boggon, who died in the jail on August 29, 2005, had been tased, pepper-sprayed and tied to a chair 
in the jail due to unruly behavior. 
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4.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/28/06 11:00PM/3 minutes News                     **** 
      (tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
      
**** We reported that Escambia County Sheriff Ron McNesby is making several personnel changes 
within the department, including re-assigning the man who had been in charge of the county jail for 
the past six years.  NAACP President Elvin McCorvey said only time will tell if the re-assignment will 
mean good things for the community. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/02/06 07:02PM/2 minutes News                   ***** 
      (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
      
***** Just last week, the State Attorney’s office made what was an unpopular ruling to some, by not 
pressing charges against Escambia Detention Deputies in the death of Robert Boggon.  Today, a 
local civil rights group, Movement For Change, said the office is ignoring its responsibility to charge 
another law enforcement officer involved in a different case in which a deputy tased Harold Fountain 
five times until he was bleeding from his left eye. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/09/06 07:02PM/4 minutes News                   ***** 
     “Lost Behind Bars” 05/10/06 07:02PM/4 minutes 
      (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
***** WEAR produced and aired an in-depth 2-part investigation of the problem of mentally ill people 
getting “lost” and mistreated in the criminal justice system.  Part 1 explored the problems; it has led to 
high court costs, jail overcrowding, and in the worst-case scenario…mentally ill people dying in jail. 
Part 2 profiled how local Escambia County courts, law enforcement and health professionals are 
trying to pool their resources to find creative ideas for changing the way in which mentally ill persons 
are handled within the system. 
 
 
7. Straughn & Company 06/25/06   11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                ******* 
 
******* Our guest was Escambia County Sheriff Ron McNesby.  Three mentally ill inmates have died 
in custody over the past 10 months.  Today, the Sheriff detailed immediate and planned changes at 
the Escambia County jail to curtail the deaths of mentally ill inmates.   
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