
 

TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WFGX-TV 
Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2013     
 
ISSUE/description:    2. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession: 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry; lack of career opportunities for young 
people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Facing Florida 07/07/13 02:05AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
 
* Rick McAllister from Florida Retail Federation joined us to talk about Amazon.com and the future of 
potentially having to pay sale taxes on internet purchases in Florida.    
 
 
2.  Ch. 3 News at 9 on WFGX  08/12/13 09:02PM/3 minutes News                 ** 
  
** Reporter Kavontae Smalls profiled Pensacola Mayor Ashton Hayward’s latest endeavor, “Common 
Sense Pensacola”, a program to teach people how to better handle their money by offering free, 4-
hour classes to all ages, now through November.  Hayward said helping residents get their finances 
in order will help boost the local economy in the long run. 
 
 
3.  Ch. 3 News at 9 on WFGX 08/27/13 09:00PM/3 minutes News                *** 
  
*** The Santa Rosa Island Authority received a request asking for a Pensacola Beach Air Show for 
Veterans Day weekend.  The biggest question about the proposed event is whether the Blue Angels 
will be back up and available to fly at the Air Show.  Right now the SRIA Board is planning for a 
civilian air show with the Blue Angels there to sign autographs, but they’ll make plans for the Blues to 
fly if available.  Businesses on the beach say the Air Show would bring in more people and more 
money for the economy.  We interviewed SRIA’s Buck Lee about the details for the proposed show. 
 
 
4.  Ch. 3 News at 9 on WFGX 08/29/13 09:03PM/2 minutes News              **** 
  
**** Will Kennedy reported from the beach at Perdido Key to show how erosion is stripping away the 
sand, and in the process endangering the local economy.  He spoke with District 2 Commissioner 
Gene Valentino about his plan for a beach renourishment project to help restore the sand.  The 
project was ready to go, but put on hold due to a lack of signed easements from local property 
owners.  Will spoke with local business owners who said the beach was important to help attract 
visitors to the area.  The county is planning to increase their efforts to inform property owners of the 
erosion, hoping to protect the local economy and the tourist tax dollars that help fund county coffers. 
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ISSUE/description:    2. THE ECONOMY.  The recent banking, investment and housing 

foreclosure crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 
Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes 
on our local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
5.  Ch. 3 News at 9 on WFGX 08/30/13 09:06PM/2 minutes News             ***** 
  
***** “Bluegrass, Bourbon & Brews” is a new event being held at the Pensacola Bay Center with the 
goal of boosting the local economy.  We interviewed Casey Sparks of the Center who described the 
event as a tasting event first with the music secondary.  Local business owners displaying at the 
event said it’s about entrepreneurship and the event center taking steps to become a bigger part of 
the community. 
 
 
6.  The Right Side with 09/08/13 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ****** 
      Armstrong Williams 
 
****** This week our entire program was focused on the state of the economy.  Guests were Stan 
Veuger, Economist and Research Fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, and Tee Thompson, 
Managing Partner of the African Trade Business Center. 
 
 
7.  Ch. 3 News at 9 on WFGX 09/09/13 09:13PM/1 minute News          ******* 
  
******* We reported on two local job fairs this week for people looking for work.  Experts hope the 
fairs will help local unemployment rates continue to drop.  Workforce Escarosa says the job market is 
growing and that’s a sign the economy is moving in the right direction. 
 
 
8.  Ch. 3 News at 9 on WFGX 09/18/13 09:00PM/2 minutes News         ******** 
  
******** Reporter Joe Douglass noted that a lot of immigrants have become citizens legally at the 
Federal Courthouse in downtown Pensacola, but now it appears more immigrants are bypassing that 
process.  He asked local voters how they feel about the effect of illegal immigration on the job 
market. 
 
 


