
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WFGX-TV 
Location Fort Walton Beach, FL    
Quarter ending: December 31, 2008 
 
 
Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking and investment crisis, unemployment; 

a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of 
new industry; lack of career opportunities for young people; and the 
effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

                                               
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. Straughn & Company 10/26/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      * 
 
* With the economy getting worse almost every day, consumers are looking for any possible financial 
help.  Unfortunately, there are plenty of unscrupulous scam artists waiting to take advantage of these 
people.  Our topic this week was “Falling Prey to Financial Scams”.  Guests were Susan Senkarik, United 
Way of Escambia County; John Clark, Council on Aging of West Florida; Karen Szulczewski, Better 
Business Bureau; and Michael Thornton, a local CPA.  These guests advised of a host of consumer 
scams and how to avoid being taken.  Topics included: Payday lenders, car title loans, tax assistance 
loans, rent-to-own furniture, advanced fee, holiday money offers, credit repair for cost, foreclosure help, 
reverse mortgages, and work-at-home scams.  The United Way offers a number of free workshops and 
services on financial security and stability. 
 
 
2. American Crossroads 11/09/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ** 
 
** “Bailout”  We surveyed public reaction and perspective on the massive bailout; how we got into this 
mess and where we might go from here. 
 
 
3. In Focus 11/16/08 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   *** 
 
*** During the last 2 weeks, three Escambia County companies announced layoffs of more than 70 
employees, with one company laying off almost 300 workers.  While the economic downturn has forced 
may layoffs nationwide, the challenges locally are unique.  Many of the jobs lost are blue collar, and the 
employment options are limited.  We talked about what companies made the cuts – Wayne Dalton is 
shuttering its garage door manufacturing plant, cutting 275 employees; West-Fraser is doing a temporary 
shutdown of its McDavid sawmill, with 75 layoffs; and the General Electric plant is reducing its workforce 
by 75 people.  We interviewed Charles Wood, Sr. Vice President for Economic Development for the 
Pensacola Chamber of Commerce, who detailed their efforts to help these workers find new jobs or 
retrain for other opportunities.  
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4. American Crossroads 11/23/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 **** 
 
**** “American Dream”  The housing crisis still grips the nation and while we hope to see signs of a 
recovery, how will this chapter of our history change “The American Dream”?  Will we downsize?  Will 
people actually start saving for a home? 
 

 
5. American Crossroads 11/30/08 12:00PM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ***** 
 
***** “Tough Times/Looking Ahead”  One meltdown after another; housing, then banking and credit.  Now 
whether we’re actually in a recession seems moot.  People are hurting.  We attempted to gauge the latest 
outlook and provide “news you can use” to help viewers cope with this economic crunch. 
 
 
6. In Focus 12/21/08 11:30AM/15 minutes Public Affairs               ****** 
 
****** There has been a meteoric rise in the number of bankruptcies in Northwest Florida in the past year. 
 The figures are up 69% in personal bankruptcies, and a whopping 132% for businesses!  Today we 
interviewed local bankruptcy attorney Tom Morton about what caused this alarming trend, and the pros 
and cons of declaring bankruptcy.  Morton said contractors and their employees were the first affected 
when the housing market went flat.  The effect then rippled through the housing industry and into the retail 
and services sectors. 
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