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Issue/description: 4. THE ECONOMY.  Unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 

Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of Hurricane Ivan on our 
local economy.                                               
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Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 07/27/05 11:00PM/3 minutes News                      * 
    (tape-delayed to 11PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
* Destin real estate is such a hot commodity - most people can't touch it.  Even some who've lived here 
their entire lives - whose families helped found Destin - are finding themselves priced right out of their 
hometown.  Skyrocketing home prices are bad news for the city's labor force and traffic situation. 
So city leaders have formed a task force to try to provide workforce housing.  One possible proposal: a 
developer may opt to sell the city half the units at the Sugarloaf Apartment complex as condos - condos in 
the affordable housing price range.  That could fit into an Aspen Colorado program Destin's trying to 
emulate.  Greg Kisela, Destin Manager: "The Aspen model basically buys the units, discounts them, and 
provides them to qualified applicants.”  City leaders however say there is a lot of research to be done, 
before they consider taking that step. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/28/05 07:00PM/3 minutes News                      ** 
    (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
** A major economic announcement brought Governor Jeb Bush to Pensacola this morning.  The Navy 
Federal Credit Union's customer service center will soon add hundreds of new, high paying jobs.  The 
center is only 19 months old, and currently employs 400 people, and it's already outgrowing its facility on 
Nine Mile Road.  Over the next few months, the customer service center will hire about 300 new workers.  
They'll be stationed in a building that's just been leased by the credit union.  Credit Union president Cutler 
Dawson says due to global demand, 350 additional jobs, and a new facility are also coming to the coast.  
Governor Bush says incentives offered by the state and Escambia County helped solidify the deal.  
 
 
3.  In Focus 08/21/05 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  *** 
 
*** This week’s topic was the funding for the proposed Maritime Park in downtown Pensacola.  The city 
has elected to pay for the park through the Community Redevelopment Agency.  Escambia County says it 
is entitled to the property taxes taken within the C.R.A., but the state legislature disagrees.  The problem 
stems from a method of property tax collection called Tax Increment Financing.  Discussing the issue 
today were Escambia County Commissioner Mike Whitehead and Pensacola City Councilman Mike 
Wiggins. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 09/21/05 07:00PM/3 minutes News                 **** 
    (tape-delayed to 7PM on WFGX-TV) 
 
**** It seems the only definite outcome of Hurricane Rita will be an across the board rise in the cost of 
fuel.  Everything from natural gas to electricity is expected to skyrocket.  Tonight, we focused on how the 
cost of gasoline is changing driving habits and why one economist says it's not all bad.  At the University 
of West Florida, Haas Center Director and Economist Rick Harper says Hurricane Rita will cause the price 
of gas, and nearly all other fuels to rise because we still have 5 percent U-S refining capacity off line.  
Harper says an additional 15 to 20 percent of U-S refineries will shutdown and could take 4 to 5 days to 
get back up... assuming the refineries don't sustain damage.  He said we're going to have to do something 
to reduce our usage of gasoline and oil products because it's just not a geopolitically sustainable situation 
over the long haul.  Harper says the rapid rise in fuel costs could actually force a change in our 
dependence on foreign oil.  Most of the world's petroleum reserves are under sandy countries that have 
not been particularly friendly to U-S interests, particularly so in recent years.  We need to reduce our 
dependence on petroleum generally and that calls for letting the price rise so that people will buy small 
cars.   
 
  
5.  Straughn & Company 09/25/05 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ***** 
 
***** Our guests were Darnell Sims, Executive Director of the Gulf Coast African American Chamber of 
Commerce; J.C. Gamboa, CFO of BITco USA, Inc; and Michael Hicks, President of Hixardt Corp.  We 
discussed the role of the GCAACC in developing, promoting and growing black businesses. 
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