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Location:           Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2010     
 
 
ISSUE/description:  1. COASTAL CRISIS.  On April 20, 2010, the Deepwater Horizon Oil 

Drilling Rig exploded in the Gulf of Mexico.  This was the beginning 
of what would become the worst environmental disaster in United 
States history.  

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
Title     Date  Time/Duration  Program type   Description  
1. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #10 07/04/10 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    * 
 
* We reviewed the many issues of the week associated with the oil spill.  First, there was Hurricane Alex. 
Meteorologist Christian Garman reported that although it came ashore in Mexico, it produced higher than 
normal wave action on our beaches and in Perdido Pass the waves overwhelmed an experimental boom 
that cost over $4 million, sending huge globs of oil into the Pass.  The forecast for the holiday weekend 
was for continued tar balls on the shore and the surface slick hitting the beaches here and in Alabama. 
The Health Department had issued a no-swim warning for Pensacola Beach last Thursday, then 
rescinded the order and opened the beaches for the weekend, then reinstated the warning late this week. 
We interviewed local fishermen who are getting the runaround from BP, and Escambia County 
Commissioner Grover Robinson joined us to discuss the county’s claims against BP, and their ongoing 
efforts to clean the spill because BP isn’t taking action the clean the beach. 
 
 
2. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #11 07/10/10 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     ** 
 
** Host Dan Thomas provided a close-up view of the efforts to clean the oil from Pensacola Beach.  
Although BP spokespersons had promised on June 29 that they would clean both the surface and 
subsurface oil within 24 hours, it’s now 8 days later and the buried oil is still there.  Dan tried to interview 
BP cleanup crews, but they weren’t allowed to talk to the media.  One worker who did talk was fired 
afterward.  Our Okaloosa reporter Laura Hussey spoke with Destin City Manager Greg Kisela, who said 
that 70 days into the crisis they still had no protective measures for Choctawhatchee Bay.  All plans 
submitted to the county were rejected or delayed by the Unified Command in Mobile, AL.  We also 
interviewed the pilots of the Navy’s famed Blue Angels, based here in Pensacola, who stressed the 
importance of getting visitors to come to this weekend’s Pensacola Beach Air Show to help support 
beach businesses who’ve been economically devastated by the spill. 
 
 
3. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #12 07/17/10 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                *** 
 
*** We finally had some good news to report about the Crisis.  BP stopped the flow of oil into the Gulf 
with a revised version of the “Top Hat” device, but cautioned that the relief wells are the only permanent 
solution to the problem.  And this week we couldn’t find any oil on either the surface of the beach or 
buried under the sand.  Host Dan Thomas met with BP Executive Vice President Kris Sliger on 
Pensacola Beach to discuss what BP is currently doing to clean the beach and what they’ll be doing in 
the weeks and months ahead, including paying all reasonable claims from affected governments, 
businesses and individuals.  Commissioner Grover Robinson again joined us to say that BP still doesn’t 
have the needed skimmers to effectively collect all the oil. 
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4. In Focus “Coastal Crisis” #15 08/07/10 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               **** 
   
**** We reported on the improving news from the site of the oil spill.  The “Top Kill” procedure appears to 
be successful, and a series of government reports out this week suggest that the remaining oil in the Gulf 
is of little concern.  President Obama’s top environmental advisor, Carol Browner, is saying that up to 
75% of the oil is gone from Gulf waters, a claim met with skepticism locally.  She was in Pensacola this 
week, and admitted the 75% included dispersed oil, which is still in the water.  We were joined by U.W.F. 
Marine Ecologist Dr. Dick Snyder, who with fellow researchers has been keeping track of dissolved oil in 
local waters since May, and he gave their findings and talked about the dangers of the dissolved oil, 
which will definitely affect the productivity of the Gulf. 
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