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Location Fort Walton Beach, FL    
Quarter ending: December 31, 2009 
 
 
Issue/description: 2. THE ECONOMY.  The banking, investment and housing foreclosure 

crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and 
Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career opportunities for 
young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local 
economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
1. In Focus 10/04/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
 
* The Better Pensacola Forum, a group of local business leaders, just released a survey of attitudes in 
Escambia County, FL.  The survey reflects that 59% of respondents, a random sample of registered 
voters throughout the entire County, now say that Escambia County is not a good place to raise children.  
This is up from 48% in 2008.  Our guest today was Jerry Maygarden, Executive Director of the BPF, here 
to discuss the results of the survey and our local government‟s role in the issues.  The predominant issue 
is the economy, with the top 3 concerns being jobs, education, then poor leadership.  We also interviewed 
a local business entrepreneur who is starting up a golf driving range.  He complained of the many delays 
and general sloppiness of the permitting process, and the lack of accountability in local government.  
 
 
2. Straughn & Company 10/25/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                          ** 
 
** Today‟s topic was “Where do you look for a new job, especially if you‟re a woman?”  Our guests were 
Dr. Rick Harper, Director of the Haas Center for Business Research at the University of West Florida, and 
Larry Strain, of the UWF Small Business Development Center.  Both discussed the current economic 
climate, and agreed we were coming out of the recession.  But they also agreed that employment was still 
lagging, and expected it would be another 6 months before businesses began hiring in earnest.  Strain 
said that small business had taken the large brunt of the impact from the recession because these 
businesses didn‟t have the backup funds available to sustain their businesses.  Dr. Harper discussed 
methods for small businesses to obtain bank credit, by having a credible business plan followed by 
communication with the bank about the progress of their business after receiving a loan. 
  
3. In Focus 11/01/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      *** 
 
*** Over 3 years ago a group of Pensacola residents petitioned the City for approval of a Community 
Maritime Park plans, and city voters eventually passed the city-wide referendum.  Now it appears the 
project‟s future may again be going back into the hands of the voters.  Many members of the group who 
originally opposed the project have now formed a new group, No 48-Million Dollar Debt, taking issue with 
the City Council‟s approval to sell $48 Million in bonds for a park plan that they say barely resembles the 
one approved by the voters in 2006.   Our guests today were Pensacola Mayor Mike Wiggins, who argued 
in favor of the city‟s financing plan saying it would create tremendous economic development 
opportunities; and former City Councilman Marty Donovan, chairman of “No 48-Million Dollar Debt”, 
opposing the plan. 
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4. In Focus 12/13/09 11:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  **** 
 
**** Our topic this week – the Maritime Park project, again!  The petition drive aimed at stopping the city 
from borrowing money to finance the project failed this past week, with the political action committee 
unable to secure the needed 5700 signatures need from registered voters to file the petition.  Over $45-
million in bonds were put for sale this week and sold within 36 hours; that money will pay for construction 
of a baseball stadium, public park and a public parking lot.  This morning we discussed the future of the 
Maritime Park site with Quint Studer, owner of the Pensacola Pelicans and The Studer Group, and with 
Pensacola Mayor Mike Wiggins.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
7. This Week with 11/08/09 08:00AM/20-minutes Public Affairs                   ******* 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
******* Today‟s guests were Tim Kaine, Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, and Michael 
Steele, Chairman of the Republican National Committee.  They debated the Obama Administration‟s 
efforts to drive the economy out of the recession. 
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8. This Week with 12/13/09 08:00AM/1-hour Public Affairs                  ******** 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
******** Today‟s guests were Lawrence Summers, Director of the National Economic Council, and Rep. 
Eric Cantor (R-VA), the House Republican Whip.  They discussed the current economic rebound brought 
about by government bailouts of the banking and auto industries, and the prospects for job growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 07/06/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                        ** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today‟s issue was … “Do you think Escambia and Santa Rosa county governments should 



help subsidize The Zoo Northwest Florida?”  For the second straight year, The Zoo Northwest Florida in 
Gulf Breeze is asking county lawmakers for money.  Zoo Director Danyelle Lantz asked the Santa Rosa 
Commission this morning for 125-thousand dollars in funding, and plans to ask the Escambia Commission 
for the same amount.  Lantz says the zoo may have to close without the funds.  The counties both agreed 
to supply the money last year.  But both counties are in budget-cutting mode ... trying to make up for 
millions of dollars in shrinking revenues.  The zoo is in the same boat.  It's millions of dollars in debt and 
has been since Hurricanes Ivan and Dennis.  Lantz says the zoo is a top tourist attraction and is worth the 
investment. 
 
 
3. ABC News Nightline 07/08/09 11:01PM/15 minutes Public Affairs                  *** 
       
*** Our topic for one segment tonight was “Consumers Beware”, warning of various scams preying on 
people‟s fear during the down economy.  “Nightline” focused on the economy on several of its programs 
during the 3rd quarter of 2009, airing nightly at 11:01PM for 30 minutes (unless otherwise noted) with 
specific topics on the following dates: 
07/24/09 “Swimming in debt” (15-minutes); 
07/27/09 “Bargain houses for sale” (10-minutes); 
07/29/09 “Turning the real estate corner” (10-minutes); 
07/31/09 “Blast from the real estate past” (10-minutes); 
08/10/09 “Recession rustling on the rise” (10-minutes); 
 
 
4. 20/20 07/10/09 09:00PM/1-hour Public Affairs                  **** 
 
**** Tonight‟s program focused on the rise and fall of General Motors; an inside look at the bankruptcy of 
one of the most important companies in American history.  We covered the mistakes and 
mismanagement, from the negotiations with the powerful unions to the miscalculation of the effect of 
foreign competition, and how they plan to win back American consumers.   
 
 
5. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 07/17/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                ***** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** Today‟s issue was … “Do you think the Federal stimulus money was a good idea?”   Florida 
Governor Charlie Crist says he's glad he took the federal stimulus money.  Unlike some of his 
counterparts across the country, Crist welcomed President Barack Obama's program with open arms.  
The 787-billion dollar package was approved just 5 months ago.... 317-billion of that money was 
earmarked for federal agencies.  Billions more went to eligible taxpayers..... 3 to 6-hundred dollars for 
single people... up to 12-hundred dollars to couples filing jointly.  Crist says that 26,000 public school jobs 
in Florida have been saved by the influx of stimulus dollars... including more than 18,000 teaching 
positions.  He says another 2,700 teaching jobs were created as a result of new programs developed with 
the money.  Don Winstead, who was chosen by Crist to oversee Florida's participation in the stimulus 
program, said the state has received $15.3 billion so far. 
 
 
6. A Special Edition of 20/20: 07/24/09 09:00PM/1-hour Public Affairs               ****** 
      Over a Barrel: The Truth About Oil 
 
****** Oil affects nearly every aspect of people‟s lives, yet most have no idea why prices keep shooting up 
and down and who‟s pulling the strings.  ABC News Anchor Charles Gibson investigated how the oil 
business works, who‟s making money and how average Americans are at the mercy of the biggest 



industry in the world. 
 
 
7. 20/20 07/31/09 09:00PM/1-hour Public Affairs              ******* 
 
******* Our program profiled “Money Detox”.  Out-of-control spenders turn to the only week-long live-in 
center located in Tennessee where they join other over-spenders from all over the country, each at their 
wits‟ end financially.  They participate in a week of therapeutic exercises, role playing, meditation and 
group therapy hoping to get to the root of the problem and then change their behavior. 
 
 
 
8. This Week with 08/02/09 08:00AM/40 minutes Public Affairs            ******** 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
******** Guests Timothy Geithner, Secretary of the Treasury, and Alan Greenspan, former Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board, discussed the state of the economy and proper fiscal policy. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 08/03/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs            ********* 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today‟s issue was … “Do you believe the „Cash for Clunkers‟ program should be expanded?”  
President Barack Obama's chief spokesman says the popular cash for clunkers rebate program may not 
survive beyond Friday if the Senate doesn't provide a $2 billion cash infusion.  The program ran out of 
money last week. The House voted to provide another $2 billion before leaving for summer break last 
Friday.  But the Senate must also vote before its August vacation starts Friday.  White House spokesman 
Robert Gibbs says the rebate program is up and running. He says anyone who wants to trade in a less 
fuel-efficient vehicle for a higher-mileage one should do so.  But if the Senate fails to act by Friday, Gibbs 
says it's unlikely the program will be available next weekend and beyond.  Another U.S. automaker is 
giving credit to "cash for clunkers" for its improved sales numbers.  Earlier today, Ford credited the 
program with helping to boost its sales 1.6 percent in July compared to the same period a year ago.  
Ford's top sales analyst says early indications are that seasonally adjusted domestic sales for July could 
hit around 11.5 million vehicles.  George Pipas says that without the clunkers program, July sales 
probably would have been about the same as June, about 9.7 million.  And while it wasn't in the black, 
Chrysler Group posted a smaller year-over-year sales drop compared to recent months.  Chrysler, which 
emerged from bankruptcy protection earlier this year, said today that heavy incentives and the cash-for-
clunkers program helped keep its decline in sales to 9.4 percent.  Also today, Subaru of America said its 
US sales leaped 34 percent in July on sizable sales improvements for most of its models. 
  
 
10. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 08/21/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs          ********** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********** Today‟s issue was … “Do you believe the „Cash for Clunkers‟ program should be extended 
again?”   The Obama administration says the popular $3-billion Cash-for-Clunkers program will end 
Monday at 7 p.m. our time.  People who hurry can still get rebates of $3,500 or $4,500 for trading in older 
vehicles for new, more fuel-efficient models.  The Transportation Secretary says the program has been "a 
lifeline to the automobile industry.  "But some car dealers who have fronted the cash for the rebates say 
the government has them in a bind because refunds have been slow.  Still, the head of the National 
Automobile Dealers Association says the program has been "pretty darned successful.  "It's credited with 
more than 457,000 vehicle sales so far.  It was originally funded with 1-billion dollars.... but got another 2-



billion when response to the program was much higher than expected. 
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11. This Week with 08/23/09 08:00AM/40 minutes Public Affairs                      *11 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 
*11 Guests David Frum of NewMajority.com, Paul Krugman, the 2008 Nobel Prize winning economist, and 
former Clinton Labor Secretary Robert Reich, participated in a roundtable discussion of the economy. 
 
 
12. Straughn & Company 08/23/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      *12 
 
*12 Northwest Florida Congressman Jeff Miller discussed the current state of the economy.  He thinks the 
economy is now rebounding from the recession, but he does not believe that the Stimulus Bill helped, 
saying that no new jobs are being created.  He supports the continued military presence in our area to 
help support the local economy. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 09/02/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                    *13 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*13 Today‟s issue was … “Do you think the Legislature should approve the plan to expand Seminole 
casinos?”   Gov. Charlie Crist and the Seminole Indians have agreed on a new deal to expand gaming at 
the tribe's Florida casinos.   Crist signed the proposed 20-year compact Monday although it doesn't meet 
all conditions set by the Legislature. He said he thinks it's close enough, though, to win lawmakers' 
approval.  It would pay the state at least $150 million a year -- a key legislative requirement.   Lawmakers 
could vote on it at a special session expected to be set for October.   The Florida Supreme Court threw 
out an earlier compact Crist signed because it had not been approved by the Legislature.   Lawmakers 
then directed the governor to try again, but set limits on the expansion and sought a bigger payout for the 
state. 
  
 
14. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 09/08/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                    *14 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*14 Today‟s issue was … “Will you be pledging money to help bring Southwest Airlines to your town?”   
The competition for Southwest Airlines is on ... and communities locally are trying to raise millions to land 
the it.  Bay County supporters have raised 10 million dollars to get Southwest to the Panama City airport.  
Pensacola leaders are trying to create a 2 million dollar travel bank ... pledges from the public to buy 
Southwest tickets.  They're also trying to offer thousands of free hotel rooms for Southwest to use at its 
discretion.  The Okaloosa Chamber is also asking anyone and everyone to make a pledge of $150 a 
month, which wouldn't be collected until and unless Southwest sets up shop here. The belief is Southwest 
would help lower travel costs and open up new travel routes. 
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 15. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four09/25/09 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs        *15 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*15 Today‟s issue was … “Do you support the idea of being taxed for every mile you drive?”  The push for 
more fuel efficient vehicles is costing the state of Florida billions in gas tax dollars.  Floridians are buying 
less gas, and that means they're paying fewer taxes at the pump.  The money is used to maintain roads 
and bridges.  Now, transportation officials are considering a 'pay by the mile' plan to make up for the lost 
money.  A national plan to make up the difference by charging a mileage tax is being driven by 
transportation officials.  In order to charge by the mile, the government would have to keep track of how 
much driving you do.  The plan would require every vehicle to be equipped with a tracking device in order 
to keep up with the miles you have driven.  The mileage information would be downloaded every time you 
fill up.  At least one consumer advocacy group says the plan sounds invasive. Environmentalists also say 
the pay-by-the mile plan would water down the cash incentive of owning a fuel efficient vehicle. Drivers 
pay 50 cents in taxes for every gallon of gas bought in Florida 
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