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1. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/05/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                   * 
    On WFGX 

* Highway 98 in Destin is notoriously dangerous for people on foot.  A man was hit and killed less than 
two weeks ago.  After years of accidents and several deaths, the city is fast-tracking a project to get 
pedestrian signals.  Nancy Weidenhammer with the Destin Public Safety Committee has been as 
frustrated as anyone over how slowly bureaucratic wheels turn.  She said pedestrian signals will be put in 
at five of the busiest crossings in Destin.  To get the project done now, instead of 2019, the city had to 
front the money for it; $750,000.  The Florida Department of Transportation will pay them back over three 
years. 

 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/18/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                 ** 
    On WFGX 

** There’s good news for drivers that live or work in the northern end of Escambia County.  County 
officials want to build a new road to fast track drivers north of Cantonment to the Interstate and Highway 
90.  County officials are holding a public meeting for the so called Escambia Beltway.  Traffic officials are 
looking at seven possible routes but they all have the same basic concept.  The beltway will be about 11 
miles and four lanes of high-speed road that starts from Highway 29 around Quintette Road, and connect 
it with Nine Mile Road near Beulah.  It will also create a new interchange at Interstate 10 in Escambia 
County.  Officials expect future development in the central and northern communities of Escambia 
County. 

 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 04/26/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News                *** 
     On WFGX 

*** It's a way to make the area more appealing for future businesses.  Many industries rely on fiber optic 
cables to run daily operations. Economic experts believe it's crucial for companies scouting the area for a 
possible move.  Andy Newton is CEO of Southern Light, a communication company that specializes in 
connecting companies, and Newton says the best way to do that is through fiber optics. "This the latest 
hot infrastructure," he said. "When companies are looking to come to this area, the first thing they really 
want to know is, 'how's your communication infrastructure? How can we get fiber into our building?"  
Southern light is one of the companies that have helped create and expand the fiber optic infrastructure 
in Northwest Florida.  Bandwidth doesn't just mean faster internet, it opens the door to advanced file 
sharing and networking.  Todd Fisher of Covenant Hospice said they’ve been hooked up to fiber optics 
for more than five years.  They share and exchange patient information across their dozen locations, as 
well with hospitals and facilities. He says fiber optics helped them expand their operations and services to 
facilitate that exchange of information in the most reliable, securest networks available. 
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4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/05/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News              **** 
     On WFGX 

**** It's a plan to get you where you need to go faster.  Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties are looking 
at getting more high tech with their lights and intersections.  The new traffic systems are in place in many 
parts of Florida, including nearby Bay County.  Anthony Pura hit the streets in Bay County so find out 
how the "smart roads" have made a difference for their drivers.  A camera feeds back live video to the 
Bay County traffic center, which is the brain of their roadways for nearly 8 years.  Traffic engineer Marc 
Mackey said they keep an eye on more than 140 intersections to make sure there's not traffic building up 
anywhere.  Mackey said at some intersections they're running a program that lets the computer count 
cars on its own, automatically adjusting how long a light stays green or red as needed.  All of it is helping 
cut the average drivers commute time by 20%.  Escambia County Commissioner Grover Robinson told 
Channel Three that Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties are looking to get something just like that.  
Robinson will chair the regional transportation planning organization in July.  He and several of its 
members have expressed desire but also raised questions about a new traffic system. One of the biggest 
questions is cost.  Escambia and Santa Rosa want to build a joint system; a center like the one in Bay 
County to watch over more than 360 intersections. That's more than double what Bay County's system 
oversees.  The price tag is about 50 million dollars.  Right now, engineers are conducting a study on 
Escambia and Santa Rosa County roads to figure out the best way to put in the system, and also to 
prioritize which intersections need the most help.  That study will wrap up in the summer. 

 

5.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/17/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News             ***** 
     On WFGX 

***** People who commute over the Brooks Bridge, which connects Fort Walton Beach and Okaloosa 
Island, had an opportunity Tuesday to see plans the state has to improve their drive.  It's part of the 
Brooks Bridge Replacement project.  However, with three more years left in the state's study of the 
bridge, these plans could change with the community's input.  The proposed improvements consist of 
replacing the existing Brooks Bridge, and the associated intersection improvements necessary at Perry 
Avenue in Fort Walton Beach, and in the vicinity of Santa Rosa Boulevard on Okaloosa Island.  We 
spoke with Ian Satter, spokesperson for FDOT, who said they're looking at different routes for the new 
bridge and how it will affect those who use it every day.   

 

6.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 05/18/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News            ****** 
     On WFGX 

****** — Escambia County is about to be one step closer to bringing a big influx of jobs to a rapidly 
growing area, but first, commissioners have to finalize a trade with the federal government.  On June 2, 
Commissioners will consider a Land Exchange Agreement with the United States Navy.  If all goes 
according to plan, Escambia County would get the land adjacent to Navy Federal Credit Union's campus 
on Nine Mile Road and it would be developed.  The area off of Nine Mile Road is known as "Navy 
Outlying Field Site 8" and is currently used for training helicopters to land.  Escambia County purchased 
a piece of property in Milton that would put their new training field right next to Whiting Field, to swap for 
the NOLF site.  Escambia must make all the improvements before the swap takes place, but that will be 
done by next fall.  There are no concrete plans as to what exactly will go into the commerce park, but it 
would be a natural spot for Navy Federal to expand. 
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7.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/07/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
     On WFGX 

******* The Florida Department of Transportation has scheduled a meeting on the Pensacola Bay Bridge 
to be held in Milton.  Some community leaders still have concerns the location will prevent public 
comment from taking place before the plans are finalized.  Pensacola Mayor Ashton Hayward and Gulf 
Breeze Mayor Matt Dannheisser said they would rather see the meeting in Pensacola so those wanting 
to go don't have to travel very far.  FDOT is scheduling construction to start on the new Pensacola bridge 
by the end of the year.  The current issue on lies with the design and location of the bridge. 

 

8.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 06/15/16 09:00PM/2 minutes News         ******** 
     On WFGX 

******** The clock is ticking for the Gulf Breeze City Council to make up their mind about their part of the 
Pensacola Bay Bridge project.  The Florida Department of Transportation needs to purchase the city's 
Wayside Park to use as a right away for the 500 million dollar project, but the council is not on board with 
their offer.  Everyone at Wednesday's night workshop was in agreement on one thing: fixing the bridge is 
top priority.  At 56 years old, the bridge has been deemed "structurally deficient" and has to be replaced 
whether or not Gulf Breeze is on board.  Florida DOT needs the area at the north entrance to the city in 
order to build the new bridge.  It is a public park and has the only boat launch in that area of Gulf Breeze. 
 The state agency offered the city $2.2 million dollars for it, but that is almost 11 million short of what the 
city was appraised by an outside company.  Several council members expressed that the hope was to 
use the additional money to widen the roads in the city. That way, a bottleneck effect does not happen 
when the six-lane bridge goes in.  Construction on the project is expected to start at the end of the year 
and complete in 2021. 


