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ISSUE/description:    3. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
1.  Facing Florida 01/04/15 11:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
 
******* Pete Dunbar, former Chief of Staff to Governor Bob Martinez and Screven Watson, former 
Executive Director for the Florida Democratic Party discussed what they think will be the surprise 
issues of the coming years and why.  One of the foremost issues is the controversy with Georgia over 
water flowing into our state.  Georgia has been diverting more and more water for use in its cities and 
in agriculture, resulting in serious environmental and economic harm to Florida, and a devastation of 
the oyster industry in the Appalachicola bay area.  Also, the passage of Amendment One last 
November created a huge pot of money for conservation and water projects, which means the rush is 
already on to secure some of that funding.   
 

 

2.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/08/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News                ** 
     On WFGX 
** According to the Emerald Coast Utilities Authority, 90 % of the new waste service customers in 
northern Santa Rosa County have had their garbage cans delivered.  But for those customers still 
waiting, frustration is building and many are left looking for answers.  We were at the Santa Rosa 
County Commission meeting this morning, and spoke with Commissioners, residents and the ECUA 
on how the ECUA could restore credibility with the citizens of Santa Rosa County.  ECUA says they 
are committed to making this a success and will continue to address all concerns. 
 
 
3.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/08/15 09:00PM/3 minutes News               *** 
     On WFGX 
*** Some people living in Northwest Florida have been dealing with black bear issues for years.  They 
can cause property damage and even injure people or pets.  The state listed the Florida black bear 
as a threatened species in 1974 and eliminated bear hunting seasons in 1994.  In 2012 the black 
bear was removed from Florida's endangered and threatened species list.  Officials say that lifting the 
ban on black bear hunting has been in talks for years but the recent spike in black bear attacks 
accelerated the process.  The issue has made it onto the agenda for next month's Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Committee meeting.  We interviewed local hunters and environmentalists for their 
views on black bear hunting.  Actually an "education" program for black bears is part of the 
comprehensive plan being proposed. The idea is to train them not to come into populated areas.  
After the meeting in February, commissioners will either table the issue or give the go ahead for a 
proposal to be drafted.   If that happens, they will collect public input before making a final decision. 
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4.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 01/22/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News              **** 
     On WFGX 
**** Gulf Power is partnering with the U.S. Navy and Air Force to build three "solar energy farms" in 
Northwest Florida, designed to benefit military installations and residential customers as well. Outside 
the back gate of Saufley Field, next to a large unused air strip, is a spot perfect for laying out solar 
panels.  The project must be approved by the Florida Public Service Commission, but if all goes as 
planned, three new solar energy farms will be pumping out 120 megawatts of power for the 
Panhandle by the end of 2016. They will be built at Eglin Air Force base in Fort Walton Beach, Holley 
Field in Navarre, and Saufley Field in Pensacola.  The Department of Defense is giving military bases 
the goal of utilizing 25% renewable energy by the year 2025.  Because solar energy can be 
intermittent, these panels will not replace the need for more traditional power plants, but will help 
contribute energy when available.  The plan is to re-purpose land that is being underused, and solar 
power will continue to play a bigger role in energy production in the future.   Construction begins in 
February of next year, and should be completed by December 2016. 
 
5.  Facing Florida 02/01/15 11:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                     ***** 
 

***** Political Analysts Pete Dunbar, former Chief of Staff for Governor Bob Martinez, and Screven 
Watson, former Executive Director of the Florida Democratic Party, form the political expert panel for 
“Facing Florida”.  Today, they discussed Amendment One funding, which may spark some backlash 
from environmentalists now that Governor Rick Scott has released his budget recommendations. 
 
 
6.  Facing Florida 02/15/15 11:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                    ****** 
 
****** Today’s program featured a one-on-one interview with Speaker of the Florida House Steve 
Cristifulli.  His top priority is water for the state, and he discussed his plans for ensuring that Florida 
has an adequate supply both now and in the future.  Georgia has been diverting more and more 
water for use in its cities and in agriculture, resulting in serious environmental and economic harm to 
Florida, and a devastation of the oyster industry in the Appalachicola bay area.  Cristifulli said efforts 
to negotiate with Georgia for an equitable distribution of water between the two states will continue.   
 
7.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/20/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *10 
     On WFGX 
*10 Many people who live in the Wedgewood community are celebrating a big win after several 
decisions in the Escambia County Commission Meeting, Thursday night.  Residents were concerned 
about what is in the air and what is in the area landfills.  Commissioners agreed on several new rules, 
one is for existing pits.  They are permitted to operate, but must submit an annual affidavit 
documenting the work they do.  They also decided that pits must have a 5-year permit to operate.  
Lastly, Commissioners voted to extend a six month moratorium on permitting and re-permitting the 
construction and demolition of pits and the land clearing debris pits.  Commissioner Lumon May 
noted that the number one priority of the Commission is the public safety and health of our citizens. 
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8.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 02/25/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News               ******** 
     On WFGX 
******** The lights that currently shine over parks in Okaloosa County are no different than any other 
to human visitors.  But to others, with flippers and shells, they can literally be the difference between 
life and death.  Okaloosa County, in an effort to protect sea turtles that lay eggs and are born from 
them, may have found a way, at no cost to county taxpayers, to make those lights safer.  George 
Gray of the Emerald Coast Turtle Watch says the current lights at places like Beasley Park can often 
confuse the turtles.  They confuse them for the reflection of the moon or stars off of the water, and 
are often found far from the safety of the Gulf of Mexico.  The Tourism Development Council is 
looking into a grant from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, and the Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, to be used to replace all "non-turtle friendly" lighting at conservation 
designated land in county parks.  The project is expected to cost around $430,000, but since none of 
the land is private, the total cost would be covered by the grant.  Gray says Okaloosa has been a 
leader in turtle conservation in the state, and that this shows their dedication even more.   
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/09/15 09:00PM/2 minutes News              ********* 
     On WFGX 
********* The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is holding meetings throughout the 
state with the goal of listening to the ideas of those who rely on fishing for a living.  They're going to 
be creating the 2015 state Red Snapper season in the next few weeks, and want public input on how 
best to do that. Three meetings will take place across the Florida Panhandle. The first took place 
Monday evening at the Bayview Community Center in Pensacola. Nearly 100 people showed up to 
discuss ideas about the 2015 Red Snapper season.  But some charter boat captains and fisherman 
affected by their decision think the meetings may be more talk than substance.  There are two more 
meetings scheduled in the panhandle. One is Tuesday in Destin at the Destin Recreational Center at 
6:00 pm. The second is in Panama City on Wednesday. After a few more meetings in South Florida, 
the FWCC will meet in mid-April to determine the 2015 state snapper season.  
 
 
10.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/16/15 09:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *10 
     On WFGX 
*10 The Gulf is returning to pre-oil spill conditions, according to a new report release by BP.  
 According to the report, there’s no indication of significant long term damage to fish and wildlife and 
the water and animals in the gulf are recovering much faster than expected.  The report also found 
that BP’s response to the situation played a role in how well the area has recovered.  Laura Folse, 
BP’s executive vice president for response and environmental restoration, said the Gulf is showing 
strong signs of environmental recovery, primarily due to its natural resilience and the unprecedented 
response and cleanup efforts.  Charter boat captain Jerry Andrews says five years has made a 
difference.  It looks like some things are back to pre-oil spill conditions, at least economically.  His 
biggest concern moving forward is whether the oil will have an effect on the reproduction rates of fish 
populations.    
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11.  Channel 3 News at 9PM 03/23/15 09:00PM/1 minute News                     *11 
     On WFGX 
 
*11 The city of Fort Walton Beach is evaluating its curbside recycling program.   The pilot program 
began in October in a few neighborhoods.  Tuesday, the council will discuss whether to continue the 
program.  They'll also talk about the price.  When it started, Allied Waste Services didn't charge the 
city anything.  Since then, the recycling plant in Escambia County closed and they had to truck the 
material to Alabama.  They're asking the city to split the cost of transport until a new plant opens in 
Escambia County.  That could be up to two years away.  The full cost of the program is estimated at 
about $300,000.  The city of Milton started its curbside recycling program last week … so far only 152 
of the city’s 3000 customers have signed up. 
 


